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tREFACE. 



'Tl HE indulgenOB with which I have 
"^ been akeady heard at the bar of the 
Public, and the beckonmg hand of Can- 
dor, that itiU invites me to (peak without 
reierve, cannot whdly remove the timi- 
dity I feel in laying before the World the 
Either particulars of my life. Fain would 
I haye imitated the retired warbling of 
the nightin^de, and, like h^, pourbd 
out my tale of forrows in the defert ; but 
cruel Fate, alas! lias denied me even 
the comforts of obfcurity and folitude. 
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The names of a great Queen, and of 
a Prince-Cakdinal, unhappily umted 
with mine, have ^r^d a hhae round it 
to attrad general notice ; and, as if I was 
doomed to be the vi6am of painfid fplen- 
dor, the ingenuity of my enemies found 
means to forge the chains of my difiionor 
out of a Diamond Nbcklacb. 

The finguhrity tlfe of my ttai, the 
feeming myflery of tU dmlkaions in 
which I was involved, the perverfion of 
juitice to ihield others firOm ignominy, 
and a weak woman^s dfeape &om t^6 
iron gra% c^ Powd*, were circumifauxses 
that could hot fail to excite the utmoA 
curiofity and furprize. 



I bg^ hatdljr arriyi^ m this happy hmd 
ef S^£uri^ and Fccedom, in this bed 
afyium of per&cutpd Virtue, when ^endp 
and Grangers .weie equally preifing to 
liear l^ naEnuive of my misfortunes, and 
the justification of my condud. Their 
importunities were in no fmall degree en- 
forced by die Ipw wiii^rs of Su^idon, 
and the mose daring fttadcs qf X^lumny. 
I found that my ^lence gave a ^^n 
to reproach, and lelt my charader ex- 
po^ to dye tainted breath of Slander. 
I d^ecefoir took up the pen, though 
with tremblipg hand ; and wrote the 
dilates of my WQunded h^nor. 

B«t nidifttever proofs of Innocence my 
Memoirs conveyed, in the aitlefs energy 
.of .tru^ {till they left unsatisfied tl)e 
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deiire of the Public to be made ^quaonted 
with the minuter details of a Hfe, the 
prominent parts of which appeared fo 
remarkably and extraordinary,. Thi&is 
the delicate tafk I am now tempted to 
engage in; and I believe the Reader 
will be convinced, by the unvarnifhed 
pi£ture I (hall.draw of my own errors and 
weakne£fes, that my pencil is not guided 
by the finger of Vanity. km 

■• . ' " c--. ■- 

Let it not, however, be fuppofed, that 
1 afied an indiffdrenpe to the good opinion 
of others. The efteem of the generous 
people among whom I. live is truly dear 
to me, My -s^ws extend even ferther» 
I have fome ftrong ^bdms on my naitive 
muntry ; and, furely, there never was a 
more ^voiizabk moment than the pieietit. 

;^ to 
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to urge my pretenfions. I fee an auguft 
Senate dlipenfing i&eedom and happlnefs 
to a renovated Empire. I fee them abo* 
lifhing the abfurd inftitutions, that gave 
to one ckfs of men the privil^e of op* 
prefling another -with impunity. I fee 
the ri^ts of the people clearly defined, 
and guarded againft future encroachment. 
In ihort, I fee the fcale of Juftice fuf- 
pended with impartiaV/l>and, while nei- 
ther the influence of power, nor thel 
weight of venality, can incline the ba^ 
lance, 

1*0 fuch a tribunal, then, an unjuMy 

.<?dndemned woman dares to appeal from 

the fentence of her former Judges—from 

a fentence, that affords in its very con- 

tradiaions the llrongeft proof of its ini*- 

quity. 
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quity. Tbe Repi»to9fty*6 of the Ha» 
Uon will not dlfregajd tiie m^s-'-vivHl not 
tarn a 4eaf ^ar to the eqtppklnts of in-f 
jured innoeence. Tlwy will fufFer me to 
poftrate myfelf at their feet ; They will 
examine my defence, and <:ontraft it with 
the ch^ge of n>y nngenerous accufers. 

Whatever ingenuity my enemies 
have exerted tP mifreprefent and blacks 
ea my condud ; — -^-whatever corrupt 
means they have employed to turn the 
tide of popular prejudice againft me ; it 
is no fmall gratification of virtuous pride, 
that I retained, in fpite of their efibrts, 
the confidence of iSJU, on whole efteem I 
fet * xeal value. Though never before 
«xpofcd to the ftorms of Controverfy, I 
feated myfelf fimiiy on the rock of 

Truth ; 
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Truth } and &w the «agry waves of 
Faif^hood feroilk; i^ith imi^tpx^fwj M 
my feet, . 

But how j^rfeTering aad inde^tigabl^ 
is Revenge I Foiled in eyery other mode 
pi attadc, it iised its f av^nomed eye q;^ 
the Memoir$ written in my juftiflcatlon ; 
and endeavoured to pervert: fopi^e unr 
guarded exprefons into an avQw4 of 
my criminality, 

I have aheady de(cribed to the Public 
th6 dlflrefied (late of mind in whidi I 
prepared the materials for that work ; 
Ithe confllS: of pailions siy foul was then 
agitated with ; and the firuggle I eiape- 
rienced between the deilre of a^rtbg 
pay own innocence,, aiod an unwillingnei^ 
I to 
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to es^poib the guilt of peifons to whom 
I was once atjtached by the ibrongeft Ueg 
of reipeft and gratitude. 

How often did the fen cbrop from my 
liand! How often were the words blotted 
put by my tears I Becoming at every 
new effort more and^ more fenfible of my 
inequality to the painful tafk, I availed 
myfelf of the affiftance of a gentleman, 
at the Ex-minifter*s defire j and gave him 
the leading fad:s, and the unconneded 
effiafions of my mind, to be reduced into 
order. 

Trufting too much to .his fidelity and 
his talents, I palled over the introduc- 
tory parts of his work with a fuperficial 
gknce, and almoft confined my revifion 

to 



to the fcenes of deepintriguey lefpediiiig 
the N<^kUce, in which I had beeni itiade 
the haplefs vi&im of my guilty fuperiors* 
Satb^ed with his attention to mydidates 
on . tins important fubjeQ:, I paid but 
littl^ regard to any thing elfe ; and I 
oveirlooked, in, particular, his defcription 
of my iecond interview with the Queen, 
where, £rom a ixufiaken wiih, I fupppfe, 
to give fome ftrong colouring to my lan- 
guage and fendments, he threw me open 
to fuipicions wjiich my foul detefts. 

The Work was publifhed, arid the watch- 
ful malignity of my enemies exulted in 
having found out what they thought a 
vulnerable part, when I read it with equal 
afionifhment and indignation. I feiitfor 
the writer : I aflailed him with reproaches 

and 



abd tears. He faid his-w^ds cuRyftfysi. 
the moft innocent meahiiigj but hi^ eX- 
planaticm could, nekher quiet my tinea- 
finefs, noT repair tlie iiyuiy ^ne to my 
clmrafter. -Sevef^ gentfeme^ of ui^ni- 
peached veracity arid li^n^ur were pre- 
fent, when i fomiaHy ]^fdtfefted agiinft 
hkving given the leaft faA^tion to.arny 
foch language ; and whto I ^fcfired diat 
the entife article might be ftated with the 
tttmoft fimplicity in the trandafaon, as it 
was then too late to recal the onginal. 

The Reader will excqfe mi^ for diiis 
flopping him at the door of the CoiHt, 
wliere my caufe m\\ tusuwhc fully and 
impartially ttied. The fubtletKis of chi^ 
cane witt not Itere be allowed to pky 
upon the tortured meamng. of unguarded, 

unintended, 
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unintended, unfanAioned, nay more, dif- 
aV0w«d expreffiohn. 

Though my ftoiy is cliiefly addrefled 
to the bofom of. Senfibility, yet I truft 
thete SLte very few, to whom k will not 
atford fome ehtettainriient. The ahec- 
dotes of public and eminent charafbers, 
which it contains ; the 4»itihfiil view it 
gives of the fecret ipringSi tfealt^ut the 
great machinery of courts in motion ; 
and its detail of aftoniAiing h&s and ex- 
traordinary intrigues, cannot fail to en- 
gage the attention of the Politician, and 
the Man of the World. 
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iTT may be proper to guard the t'ublic agaiaii 
various Forgjsries circulated by my enemies, 
uuder my fignature, fome entitled a Continua- 
tion of my Memoirs, others an Addrefs to the 
National Affembly, &c. all wickedly con- 
trived to expofe me to contempt and abhor- 
rence. The following Work contains the au- 
thentic incidents of my life, the Original of 
which, in miy own hand- writing, is' in the 
hands of the I^blilher, Mr. John Bcw, No* 
2^, PafefRofler-Riowv 
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ELIZABETH, of Vienna, my grand- 
mother^ born at Bar-fur-Seine, had 
fornied a particular intimacy with a lady of 
m^ fame place, and of a fimila.r age and diipo- 
lition : both, became pregnant about the fame 
time, and fo miuch did this fimilarity oY litua- 
tion heighten their reciprocal attachment, that 
they refolved, fliould fortune favor their wilhes 
by children of different fexes, to perpetuate 
their friendfhip by a matrimonial union, and 
executed, accordingly, a contrad for that pur- 
po{e. 

B. The 



The fame month produced my father and 
his promifed bride ; the young pair were 
given to iinderftand that they were deftined for 
each other, from the firft moment they began 
to prattle : till at length the blnls .of friendfliip, 
cherifhed by frequent intercourfe, and ftrength- 
ened by mutual endearments, ripened into love.' 
In this iifuation, with all the tranfports which 
.youthful minds feel at the profped of approach- 
ing blifs,- fcarce had they attained the age of 
fixteen, when a fudden and moft unaccountable 
difagreement between the parents, clouded the 
funfhine of their felidfty, and blafted their fu- 
ture hope:— -the match was inftantly broke off, 
and an immediate feparation enfued, 

A {hort time after, the Countefs**** vifit- 
ed Paris, hoping that abfence, and the unceaf- 
ing variety which that gay capital affords, would 
erafe from her daughter's mind the memory 
of her promifed hufband ; while my father, 
unable to forget the miftref^s of his youth, for 
a long time rejefted every overture of alliance 
propofed by his parents ; till at le^igth time, 
aflifted by the abfence of the beloved objeft, fo 
weakened the ardor of his formed flame, that 
another favorite infenfibly ftole into his heart, 

obliterated 
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x>bliterated the traces of his former attachment^ 
and finally fixed his afFeftions. 

Maria Joffel, a girl who had the charge of 
the houfe at Fontette, was the perfon who had 
attrafted his eye : fhe was folicitous \6 pleafe 
him, and, in a fhort time, became pregnant. 
My father, wifhing at once to make her an ho- 
norable reparation, and legitimate his child, was 
induced' to a*lk my grand-father's confent to 
fnarry her ; who, thinking fuch an union de- 
grading to an lUuftrious line of anceftry, gave 
a pointed and formal refufal. This oppoiition 
did but encreafe my father's ardor ; who, after 
•many unfuccefsful efforts to win my grand- 
father to compliance, and remaining unmarried, 
till he was thirty- fix years of age (four years 
longer than the law required) *^, at Ifeagth fb- 
lemnized the marriage at Langres, in Cham- 
paign, under the names of James de Luz, 
and Maria Joflel, where my father had pur- 
chafed an eflate, upon which he refid^d, feme 
time previous to the nuptials.; In about a year 
aftdr, my grand-fither, upon his death-bed, 
forgave the indifcretion of his fon ; after whofe 

B 2 deQ^?afe, 

* Sons are not competent, by the laws of France, to folemnize 
marriage till they arc thirty years- of age. 
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deceafe, my father and mother left Langres^y 
to take pofleffion of the eftate at Fontette. 

From this aera I date the commencement of 
my troubles. No fooner was my grand-father 
hi his grave, and my father in poffeffion of his 
paternal inheritance^ than, freed from all re- 
ftraint, Maria began to difplay her real, charac- 
ter, and fully evinced the meannefs of her 
birth, by an unlimited indulgence in that 
folly and extravagance which is* ever predo- 
minant in vulgar minds on fudden elevation : 
Ihe liftened eagerly to the flattering inlinua- 
tions of thole who addreffed themfelves to 
her vanity, and perfuaded her that Ihe did her-. 
. felf great injuftioe in continuing in the country, 
where Ihe was only known as Maria Joffel ; 
that fhe Ihould repair to Paris^ where Ihe would 
figure in the firft circles as the Baronefs de Va- 
lois, a title which her accomplifhments would 
not difgrace*— There needed no more to deter- 
mine a female, already intoxicated with vanity, 
and fuddenly raifed from obfcurity to affluence : 
(he refolved to follow their advice, painted in 
glowing colours the advantages which would 
certainly refult from a relidence in the metro- 
polis, and exerted her influence fo effeftually, 
that the unfufpedling gobdncfs of my fatharfell 

too 
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too' cafily a prey to the infinuating addrefs of 
this cunnmg female,, who having previoufly 
found means, at different intervals, to ftrip him 
of almoft all his poffeffions, and to feed her poor 
relations with the fpoils of the .paternal inherit- 
ance, art was fufficiently crafty to make that 
very poverty, which fhe herfelf had occafioned, 
an tirgnment in favor of her defigh. My father 
liftened to what appeared to hia:^ (b very plan- ■ 
fible, th^t a journey to Paris, and regaining the 
title and demefnes thereto annex, ed was the only 
means of repairing his Shattered fortunes, and 
reftoring an illuftrious name to its original 
fplendor ; with fuggeftions iimilar to thefe, and 
apparently fo plauiible, did fhe varnifh over her 
interefted defigns, and urged my father (if I 
may be allowed the exprefiion) to this delperate 
attempt. 

Here I hope the eandid Reader will bear with 
me a rnoment, while in extenuation of my fa- 
ther's indifcretion, I attempt to give a flight 
defcription of thofe natural accomplifhments in 
my mother, which united to conftitute that 
fatal influence, fo replete with mifery to her 
wretched offspring. Her form was elegant ; 
her fine blue eyes appearing through long filken 

B 3 eye- 



( < ) 

eye-lafhes, and her eye-brows finely arched, 
rendered her face extremely interefting, and 
markingiy expreffive, while her dark treflea 
falling in graceful profufion over her ihoulders, 
diiplayed to the greateft advantage the natural 
whitenefs of her Ikin. With thefe fatal charms, 
fhe poffeffed a ftrong underftanding, and a ready 
wit. Vain from her pergonal charms, flje- was 
volatile in her temper, impatient and revenge-^ 
ful. 

Such is the outline of my mother, and* fucl^ 
attraftions might have enfnared much older, 
and perhaps wifer men. Her folicitations at 
* length prevailed, and after my father * had difr 
pofed of the fmall remainder of his property, we 
all fet out together on our journey for the me-i 
tropolis. ^ - 

In a dreary night, the moft gloomy in my 
remembrance, we took our lail farewel of the 
peaceful plains of Fontette ; forfook the calrq 
pleafures of the country, led afide by a meteor 
beam, which' gleamed deceitfully in the eyes of 
of my father, but to allure him to his fate : he 
abandoned the quiet fhades of his paternal inhe-» 
ritance, to mix among the crowd, where difap- 

pointment 
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pointmeiit fruftrates the lofty views of aipiring 
ambition. Such was the night chofen, not 
improperly, for my parents to begin their jour- 
ney, accompanied by jny brother, and myfelf, 
then about four years of age ; but my youngeft 
lifter was left expofed to charity in the window . 
of one Duraiftt, a wealthy and avaricious hiMTn^onr^ 
who being in poffeflion of a great part of my 
father's eftate, and having ftood Iponfor to this 
oinfortunate infant, was therefore deemed the 
jnoft proper perfon to be her future protedor. 

Here I muft paufe— unable to fiipprefs the 
agitations of a mind overwhelmed with forrow, 
on a recoUeftion of the danger to which this 
helplefs infant was expofed, though at that time 
I was unconfcious of it.— And, gentle reader, 
if thy heart be not a ftranger to the 4i<3^ates of 
humanity, if ever thou haft known the feelings 
of a father ; or, fliould this recital moiften with 
the tear of feniibility the eye of that female, 
who has experienced the timidity of a mother, 
even upon the bare apprehenlion of danger 
to her child ; what indignation *muft fill thy 
breaft againft the author of this hated tranfac- 
tion ! and how fmall a fliare of credibility can I 
hope will be given* to me when I aflert, that 
' B4 the 
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the infant innocence of my fifter (whofe en- 
dearing fmiles muft have rnelted into pity the 
moft obdurate heart), could not fo engage the 
affections of her natural proteftor, as to prevent 
her behig abandoned, and expofed to the cruelty 
or humanity of every cafual paflenger ; and 
left (oh, heaven ! I fhudder to iiatne it) on the 
outfide of that manfion, where griping ufury 
and inhumanity, with their concomitant evils, 
dwelt within!— But, an indulgent Providence 
guarded her innocence, and fhe now lives, tQ 
drop the tear of pity on my misfortunes, which 
have almoft obliterated the remembranpe of her 
own. 

It will naturally be aflced, had fhe no father ? 
Yes, I will anfwer ; but that father, the weak-r 
nefs of whofe intelledts reduced him almoft to 
childhood, was fo overcome by the mifery of 
his fituation, and the idea, of being about to 
leave that inheritance which his anceftors had 
fo long poffefled, and whofe honor he had tar- 
nifhed by his mean alliance, that he knew 
nothing of the tranfaftion, till it was beyond 
his power to prevent it. . 

Thi5 
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This was the firft unnatural proof of my 
father's unequal marriage, and the melancholy 
commencement of the ftruggle of poverty, in 
purfuit of the title and appendages of Valois. 

It will be unneceffary to hint, to thofe who 
are converfant in French hiftory, that after the 
death of Henry II. who was killed at a tilting 
match, by the Cdunt de Mont gomeri, the three 
fubfequent reigns, were harraffed by reUgious 
wars, and the cabals of the League, all the 
princes of the houfe of Valois were Angular iii 
their misfortunes. Henry III. the laft lang of 
.that line, was affaffiri5;|ted by Clement, a young 
enthufiaftic mqnk, ot the Benedictine order, 
which- made way for the advancement of Henry 
ly. of the houfe of Bourbon, who, next to the 
family of Valois, had* the beft right to th^ , 
crown : it was,^ therefore, that the defcendant's 
of this ancient and illuftrious family, fearing to 
render themfelves obnoxious to the power of 
the Bourbon, dilcontinued the name, contenting 
themfelves with that of St. Remy, till my 
grand-father again refumed it, but being all his 
life in the country, was not thus acknowledged 
^t court. * 

The 



The confined date of my father^s clrcuniT 
itaaces obliged us to undertake part of our 
journey on foot, the reft wa5 occafionally per* 
formed in a public carriage. Frelh in my -me- 
mory (though then but four years of age) ^ and 
not to be. effaced by time or profperity, are the 
cruelties infli6]ted on me by this mother, . who 
had commenced her career with ingratitude, 
and, like a ferpent, ftung to the heart the 
kindnefs that cheriihed her ; who had abandon- 
cd an innocent and helplefe child to the. mercy 
of an unfeeling ufuf er. What could be expeft- 
ed from fuch ^ woman as this ?— the nex|^ 
"miferable victim was jas^jrfelf^ 

We ftopped at ^ village on the road to 
Paris, where we dined, and my mother, hav- 
ing left my father and brother at the inn, took 
me, out with her into the fieldt, and after up- 
braiding me for fome trifling fault, treated 
me with the utmoft feverity, the marks of 
which were very plainly to be feen. When I 
had undergone this- inhuman difcipline, (he 
commanded me to dry my tears, and we re- 
turned together, as though we had been good 
friends. Notwithftanding all her precaution, 
however, I could not forget the treatment I had 

received, 
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received, which my countenance more ftrongly 
difcovered/ in fpite of every effort to conceal it ; 
in vain did my father prefs me to eat at 
dinner, nor could he account for an uneafinefs 
which he faw pifturedin the face of his darling 
daughter. After dinner, being left alone with 
him, he conjured me, as I loved him, to ex- 
plain the caufe of my grief; trembling, and 
entreating hina not to tell my mother, which 
he at length promifed, I related to him her be- 
haviour to me i fhe, however, foon after oblig- 
ed him^ not only to break his promife, but at 
the lame time to treat her with a feverity fhc 
had never before experienced. 

Whether the fear of flill further offending 
my father, or that fhe judged it would more 
efFeftually conceal from him her real difpofition 
towards me, induced her^ to adopt a very dif- 
ferent line of conduit, I am at. a lofs to guefs ; 
but her pretended fondnefs and carefles fo far 
filled my little bofom with afFeftion for her, 
that I followed her almofl every where, and 

totally forgot all that I had before fufFered. 

But, alas ! this happinefs was but of fliort du- 
ration ; it vaniflied, only to give place to ftill 
greater feverities, which were inflidled upon me. 

Without 
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without a* confcious ofFence, by this unfeeling 
parent-, 

A fpirit of revenge, I foon fatally experienced, 
had been lurking in my mother's breaft, under 
the fpecious difguife of kindnefe and afFeftion ; 
nor can I affign one plaufiWe reafon, in extenu- 
ation of her Gonduft, for again giving way to 
the impetuofity of her temper, except mfy hav- 
ing communicated to my father what flte had 
already done to ijie. Strange and unaccount- 
able as what I am now about to relate may ap- 
appear, it is ftridtly true, that my mother, 
having enticed me to fome little di'ftance, ga- 
thered a quantity of flinging nettles, of which 
ihe fontied a rod, and had the precaution to 
ufe it on fuch parts of my body, where fhe 
thought the marks would jaot be difcovered-— 
Ihe failed, however, in the attempt to conceal 
from the vigilance of paternal afiedipn, this 
unparalleled fpecies of cruelty ; my father again 
read my diftrefs in my eyes, and difcovering, 
on examination, the efFefts of her refentment, 
was fo tranfported with rage, that he could 
not refrain from llriking her in fuch a manner^ 
that, if living-, the marks muft ftill be vifible. 

• One 
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One would have thought this might have 
proved* a fufBcient corredtipn— -alas ! no : fhe 
long after preferved the deadly remembrance, 
and took occafibn to manifefl her hatred with 
fedovibled fury. We proceeded on our journey 
till we arrived at Vaugerard and Hyfcys, two 
places in the environs of Paris, where we ftaid 
a few days. Soon after our arrival, my mo- 
ther took me to one of the Guingettes*, wjiere 
I was aftohifhed at the vaft crowds of people 
who were divertins: themfelves. 



*o 



But a fhbrt period had elapfed, when my 
mother (with indignation I remember the hu- 
miliating circumftance) inftrudled and com- 
manded me to run after the people who pafled 
by, repeating thefe words,- which (he had put 
into my mouth : 

*' Gentlemen, or Ladies, take compaffion on 
*' a poor orphan, defcended in a direct line 
" from Henry the Second, of Valois, King of 
" France." 

Some 

• Places of entertainment, where the tower orders of people 
divert themfelves with drinking, mufic, and dancing. 
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Some alked me many qucftions, and tAok. 
{)ity on my infancy, while others reproved and 
threatencc\ me : this I reported td my niother, 
whoj callous to every fenfe of fhame^ ftill en^ 
couraged me to proce^, though fhe never did 
this before my father, with whom iliy brother 
conftantly refided. Sometimes fhe would fol-^ 
low me at a fmall diftance, and fet me an ex- 
amp^, holding out the pedigree of our family^ 
which fhe prefented to every one that pafl'ed ; 
at other times, fhe took^me by the hand, and 
would burfl into tears, by way of exciting the 
compaflion of obfervers, at which I, too young 
to be an accomplice in her diffimulatibn, ufed 
alfo to weep/ 

Though the original intent of oUr. journey 
was to claim the rank and pofleffions belonging 
to my father*s dormant title, yet his own me- 
lancholy reflexions upon his fituation and cir* 
cumflances, had fo prcyqd upon his underflaod- 
ing, that he was,- as I have already obferved, 
reduced to a flate of dotage and puerility, and 
totally under the government of my mother, 
who, about fix months after our arrival in 
the vicinity of Paris, judged it neceflary to 
remove to Verfaillesj where the -police being 

much 
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much more ftri^l, prevented her from agaiit 
putting in praftice her beggarly occupation. 
,We remained here three months in perfedt fe- 
curity, and from thence went on to Boulogne 
and St. Clou, the former of which being de- 
termined on for our refidence., we took a ready 
furnifhed apartment at an inn^ kept by a Mr^^ 
Chamberfy* 

My motTief's firft bufmefs was to wait upoit 
Mr. L'Enoque, the curate of that place, taking 
with her t-he pedigree of our family, which flie 
left with him, that worthy paftor having un- 
dertaken the charge of making the neceflary ar- 
rangements, and putting it in a proper condition 
for the inlpeftion of perfons of diftin^tion near 
the place, that^ induced by our diftrefles, they 
might lend their afliilance towards my father*'^' 
reftoration. 

During this interval, the Lords and Ladies 
De Choifeul, D'AmbouviUe and D'Almanbec, 
their grand-children, perfons of the firft rank, 
arrived at Boulogne, all of whom crowded to 
fee us, paid us great attention, and contributed 
to our relief; but their fuddea return to Paris 

prevented 
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prevented our receiving further marks of their 
benevolence. 

Soon aft6r this ffiy fathef, taking his cuf- 
mory walk in the Park of Boulogne, at length 
found himfelf within fight of Save, when, greatly 
to hisaftonifhment, he was arrefted by Lieutenant 
Breton, of . the Marihalfea of Boulogne, and, 
notwithftanding the dignity of his birth, treated 
as a criminal, confined in a loathfbme pri- 
fon, and allowed only bread and water, and 
a bed of ftraw. Eight-days after this cruel im- 
prifonrnent, he was fuffered to write • to the 
friendly ^curate, whom he called upon as his de- 
liverer, to come and fee him, to comfort his 
wife and children during his abience, and 
aflure them that he was not dead. Mr. 
L'Enoque loft no tinie, and taking me in his 
hand (not chufing to inform my mother, left, 
being pregnant and near her time, flie might have 
experienced bad confequences) immediately 
went to fee him: Though then but an infant of 
five years and three months old, yqt deeply is 
the 'ftiocking pifture irhprefifed upon my me- 
mory : my poor father extended .on a bed of 
ftfaw, his body emaciated, his complexion fallow 
and meagre, his eyes languid and funk, yet ^l 

fiiint 



( *7 ) 

faint and tranficnt gleam feemed to fpeak the 
joy of his hearty and welcome our approach; 
Unable .'to fuftain the fight, I flew into his arms, 
which were ftrptched out to receive .me, 
while ftreaming tears confeffed the energy of 
my grief. / . r 

, *rhe.go6d Redor fympathized injjour affie- 
tion, and having procured for : my iathoaribme 
neceflary fuftenanccj exef ted , every / means to 
confole him under his liiisfdrtime. . That.'jbe- 
nevolent minifter; then queftioned the Marlhal 
concerning the caufe of his commitment, whbi 
gave fuch evafive anfwers, that he was necef- 
fitated to draw up a petition to the* Dukerof 
Orleans, which a gentleman of his acquaintance, 
engaged to deliver ; but .accefs to people of 
rank being much more/ difficult at VerfeiUes 
than in other places, my unfortunate father was. 
obliged to remain fix weeks in this loathfome" 
dungeon, before the charitable er^deavours 
of the worthy . paftor, who had. exerted every 
nerve to efieft his purpofe, could terminate 
in his liberation. Grief and indignation^ how- 
ever, at the fevere treatment he had received, 
encreafed by diforders contracted while irn- 
mured in this inhqfpitable manfion, preyed 
. Vol. I. C upon 
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upon his vitals, and, with more than commoft 
ipeed, h^iriied him on to £i£>ltiiioa. A moflr 
pit^us ob]e£i, and in the moft languid condi«- 
tiojt¥, did tlus benevolent tmti^ like another Sa«- 
marilany cxmvcy tay father to his owa houfo,, 
in a carriage, the expence of which .he mod 
charitably defrayed j an<f a few days after, ia 
eonfequence of his apjdidation to the Aknanbecs^ 
procur^ aJL ^rder to cxidtKlu^t him. in a chariot 
(a diftijawSJioii due to the dignity of his^ defcent) 
to the Hotel de Dieu, at Parish where, twa 
days after, it pfciaied the- Ahni^aiy tx> releafc 
kim froioa all his^ troublesv 

1^ 2ky after his ren^ioval, ntly. mother carried 
roe and my brother to fee him. Never (hall I 
forget my parting interview with this afFe^lionate 
and repentant parent, whofe hit injunction yet 
vibrates in. my ear. He took both my hands ia- 
his, and preffing them to his lips, repeated, iix 
a faint voice, *^ Ah J m&y dear child! I fear .m)r 
conduft will occafion you much future mifery.; 
but let me intreat you^ undbr every viciffitude, 
to remember that you are Valois ! Cherifli, 
throughout life, fentiments worthy of the 
name, and never forget your birth !---Itrembb,'^*' 
continued he, in broken .acceipLts, while tears 

trickled 
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trkklfed faft down his cheeks—-** I tremble at 
the thought of leaving you in the care of fuch 
a mother!" — Thefe were the laft Words 1 ever 
heard him ipeak. That night we parted, 
alas I for ever, fpr next morning he breathed 
his laft. . ^ * 

The death of tny- fathef was a fetal* fhock. 
His kindnefs, his proteftion from the cruelties 
of my mother, had bouJid him to my heart. 
When he died, forfaken and defencelefs, an 
inundatioh of itiiferies burft in tipon me, and 
bore me down a tide which only his afliftance 
could have enabled me to tefift* 

Two days dfter, my mother went to iiiake 
enquiries refpedling his health, at the houfe 
of thfe friendly Reftor, who, from motives of 
compaffionate kindnefs to her advanced ftate of 
pregnancy, had Concealed the mournful intelli- 
gence of his death* My mother propofed going 
to fee hhn, from which the Re£tor diffuaded 
hen She ftill perfifted, and he more ftrenuoufly 
objected; which at length fo confirmed hef 
fears, that fhe inftantly fainted away, and 
that fame day was delivered of a daughter, t<;^. . 
whom Madame UAlmanbec, and her grand- " 

C i child, 
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child, then at Boulogne, who had kindly 
taken us under their protection, coudefcended 
to ftand Iponfors. 

About three months after,, my mother agahi 
departed for Verfailles, taking us along with 
her, and hired a ready-furnifhed lodging at 
La Porte du Bucque, where fhe again re- 
fumed the trade of fending me about to alk cha- 
rity. ' In this odious occupation ^ now become 
ftill more hateful, which, though fo yoiirtg, i 
thought very incdnfiftent with the laft words of 
my dying father, and which nothing but fear 
could have induced me to difobey, I recoUeft 
going once (ignorant of rhe rilk I run of being 
apprehended) to the houfe of Monf Deionice, 
Exempt General of the Marfhalfea of Verfailles. 
Pleafed with my infant playfulnefs, he. called 
me in to fpeak to him, and, after alking me 
many queftions, gave me a cfown piece, a din- 
ner, and fome toys. Won by thefe attentions, 
fo agreeable to children, I often repeated my 
vifits, and was taken great notice of .by his wife 
and daughter, who called me the Little St.Rcmy. 

Mr. Deionice hearing that my mother was 
handfome, had the curiofity to vifit her. 

I recoU 
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I recoUedt once finding, him there on my return 
home. But fhe very foon deprived herfelf of 
the countenance of this benevolent family, by 
forming an unaccountable connexion with one 
Jean Baptifte Ramond, a native of Sardinia, 
and a foldier, w^hom fhe feemed to confider as 
her fecond hulband. The Deionice family alked 
me a great many queftions, and I, from their 
kindnefs to me, conceiving I ought to tell them 
every thing, in my childifh prattle one day 
divulged the circumftance of my mother's new 
acquaintance. They ^efired me fometimes to 
liften to the converfation, which I did, and 
having heard them talk of marriage, reported it 
to my benefadtors. This engaged that reipeft- 
able family to take every meafure to prevent 
their union,, by defiring the adjacent parifhes to 
refufe them, if they Ihould offer. 

Soon after they offered themfelves, and were 
rejefted. Mortified by their repulfe in this di- 
ftria, they' went to Chaillot, where they lived 
teg^ther, without further moleflation, in a 
neatly- furnifhed apartment which my mother 
had previoufly hired. 

C ? Here 



( " ) 

H?re it was that my mother affigncd it 93 
fay talk to bring home every day ten fous, and 
op Sundays and holidays twice that fum; but 
this was what I could very feldom accomplifh^ 
I now began to feej the noble blood of ^he Va- 
lois flowing within ray veins, and oppofing, 
like an indignant torrent, fuch a degradation of 
ja defcendant of that iUuftrious family, I po^i- 
dered much the laft words of ray dying father; yet 
the fear I was under^ increafed by the fevereft 
treatment, probably for the very purpofe ojF 
making the raoft vivid irapreffipns of terror, 
conftrained m^ to obey, and again to folicit 
charity for a poor little prph^, decejid^ fronj 
Jlenry I{. 

Gracious Heaven ! could the Ipirits of my iU 
luftrious anceftors have beheld this proftitutioi^ 
of their wretched ofFspring— rcould they behol4 
the brightnefs of their atchievements, the fler-r 
ling glory of theValois, thus tarnifliedand bafely 
alloyed, what would they feel, at hearing thofe 
pdious words, " Take pity on a poor orphan, q. 
flefcendant fromHeiiry Ily de V^ois ! '■ 

Perfons who heard me, fuppofing I had 
|)een iijftrude^ by fome beggar, faid to me^ 
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** Take care, lAy little girt ! you are not aware 
of the danger you arc expofed to, by thof^ who 
advife you to make ufe of th^ name ! ** 

*« I know not,"* replied I,/«^ if I tell you 
wrong ; btft my ftfher, on his death-b^d, told 
me fo ; and the Reftor of Boulortc ufed ajway$ 
to confirm what he laid.^* 

I then told them my whole ftpry, without 
confidering how it might zSe& my mother, or 
the man who paffed for her hufli^and* 



« 



You impofe upon ua, Httle girl ! ** fays one;, 

»*• Your father is hot dead : you xxnJy tell us (op 
to excite our compaffiojii r^ 
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. ** Indeed but he is r* replied I, burftinginto 
tears;—** and if you think I deceive you, en- 
quire of Mr. L'Enoque, Re<ftor of Boulogne : 
he will tell you the fame thwig ; and Madame 
D'Almanbec and her grand- fon, who fiood god-p 
father and god-mcther to my little lifter." 

I am uncertain whether they took the pains 
to inform themfelves; or whether, feeing me a 
£:hiid, and therefore fuppofmg me incapable of 

C 4 deceit. 



( 24 ) 

deceit, together with the variety and connec- 
tion of the incidents I related, they were fully 
convinced of niy veracity. 

About this* time the raiftrefs of the houfe, 
having" occafion for our lodging for her owja 
family, gave, my mother warning; in confer: 
quence of which Ihe hired a'ipiferable apart-r 
ment, open to beggars of the very Ibweft order, 
for two-pence per aight ; dinner and fypper at 
the fame rate. In thi^ wretched receptacle, my 
mother took care to procure a bed for herfelf 
and Ramond, while my brother, myfelf,and little 
fifter, were obliged to be content with a bed of 
ilraw ; but even this wasi a connfort from which 
I was often excluded, for frequently, not having 
procured my daily fupply, and terrified at the 
feverity of that punifliment which was certain 
to be inflifted on fuch occafions, I ufed to take 
up my lodging in the ftreet, or in any fhelter I 
could creep into, chufing rather to fubmit to 
every hardfhip, and truft myfelf to all the in^- 
clemjencies of the feafon, than to receive from 
the hand of a parent that punifhment, the very 
idea of which was fo terrible ; for fometimes 
Ramond would come out to feek me, and hav- 
ing found me fleeping under a window, or on 
I the 
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the fteps of fome door, would lead me fiome, 
trembling, like a lamb to the flaughter, where 
we were no fooner^ arrived, than my mother, 
ihutting the door, ordered me to ftrip off the 
poor rags which did but ill conceal the naked- 
nefs of my body. Having pulled off thefe, even 
my very (hift, Ihe would beat me fcverely with 
a rod fteeped in vinegar, till the fpliuters ftuck 
in my flefli ; after which, with the affiftance of 
the man, Ihe tied me with cords to the bed- 
poft : and jf, during this cruel operation, I 
happened to cry, or make the leaft noife, flie 
would again apply the rod with fuch reiterated 
fury, that it was frequently broken about my 
back.— Thus was I early, in the School of Ad- 
Y^rfity, t&ught leflbns of patience. 

The day following fhe would again fend mc 
away, charging me not to do as I had done the 
day before, and to be fure to bring home money, 
I accordingly ufed to go Qut, and make my ap- 
plication to fome good people of the place, who 
fgemed interefted in my behalf, and had often 
given me vifluals to carry home to my mother. 
Amonft thefe, I particularly remember a Mr. 
and Mrs. Ruel, a financier and his wife, who 

lived 
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lived at the lower part of Chaillot ; and a Mrs* 
Ouchard, who kept an eating-houfc. 

A few months after, this man, who pafTed 
for my mother's hufband^ was arretted by 
the Officer of the Police at Paris, in coming 
out of the Pl^c de I-ouis Quinze, near the 
Thnilleries, and conveyed in a hackney-coach 
to the Chatelet. As foon as my mother was 
apprized of his imprilbnment^ ihc prepared to 
vifit him, taking me along with her^ and com- 
manding me to call him father ; to which I ob- 
jefted, faying that my father was dead^ " You 
are furely dreajningT' ?infwere4 ihe^ 

When we approached within fight of the 
prifon, I began to be greatly terrified: Ihe 
dragged me forward; and when we came to 
the place where he was confined, I was not a^ 
little furprized at finding my brother, who was 
kindly endeavouring to confole him^ as though 
he had really been his fether, 

" How do you do, my dear daughter ? ** 
faid Ramond, upon feeing me, " Good morn- 
ing, fir ! " replied L He carefled me ; but I 
rejqaember well, that my fenfations at this mo^ 

ment 
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ment were far from being in unifon with his, 
^* I am not forry that you are here,'* thought; 
I to myfelf: ^^ I ^all^ perhaps, be better 
treated!" 

Was it unnatural, - that I fhould rejoice at his 
confinement ?— he who ufed to affift my mo-^ 
ther in the exercife of her barbarity, and would 
contmue that cruelty which nature had denied 
her ftrength to execute ;-— he who could be- 
hold my flefli qui^^ering with agony, yet re- 
double his efforts, till the bjood ftreamed at every 
^roke. 

Gentle reader, this is not an exaggerated pic- 
ture, drawn by an over-heated imagination, to 
expite thy indignation, or extort thy pity : it is 
the language of Truth ; it is the narrative of 
one who has really felt, what cannot but affedl 
jhy fenfibility even to read. 

After ftaying fome tinque in the prifbn, my 
mother returned to Ghaillot, taking me along 
with her, but left my brother with his reputed 
parent, under the nanie of Baron de Valois* It 
was a mafter-piece of cunning in this man, who 
f>^4 thoroughly fludied his part, and . had taken 

every 
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every precaution to haye him always fh'his com-t 
pany, that if he was apprehended with'-tqgatvfitles, 
my brother^ whofe property they werev'might 
reclaim them. This was the reafon ^^jjjtt he 
had the audaci^^ lo beg in the Thuillerh 

My tranquility, oii account of this relijfetion 
of feverity, lafted not long, for in a fortiyght 
after he was releafed, and, notwithftanding the 
punifliment he had received, he returned to his 
cuftomary occupation, and again, accompanied 
by my brother, appeared upon his former ftar? 
tion ; while I was obliged to feek out provifion 
for all the family, bearing my little lifter, about 
a year younger, and almoft as big as myfelf, 
faftened on my back^ at which thofe who pafled 
by exclaimed, that I carried a heavier burder^ 
than myfelf. 

A fortnight after this, every day of which 
was devoted to the laijie employment, Ramond 
was again apprehended, and confined in prifon, 
where he remained about a month, during 
which time I was very barbaroufly treated by 
my mother, who hated me, and took every op- 
portunity of exercifing her revenge for the im- 
prifonment of her paramour, which Ihe faid 

was 
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Wa8 owing to my perverfenefs, in refufing to 
atcknowledge him for my father j. At times 
fhe would put me into her own bed|perhaps 
with a. view of difguifing her cruel intentions, 
and in the middle of the night, or early in the 
moriaing, fhe would get up and beat me terribly, 
dafhing my head againft the wall, and fcratch- . 
ingme to that degree, that the bloody "marks 
were plainly to beieen. This gonduft frightened 
xne fo . much, that I dared not returm to the 
houfe, and this night aftd the nex| took up my 
lodging in a ftable. 

. While labouring in my vocation of begging 
charity from door to door, I met a little girl 
coming out of a cook's fhop with fome roaft 
meat, I had intreated the miftreis of the houfe 
only to give me a little water, which fhe denied 
me with a tone of afperity ; upon which this 
young perfon faid, " Come along with me, my 
little girl, and I will take you to a houfe where 
you fhall have fome.'' I took her at her word, 
and followed her, when, iuflead of water, ihe . 
gave me fome bread and wine ; after regaling 
me well, and giving me fix fous, fhe called her 
fiflers together, to hear me tell ray ftory, at 
which they all wept. 

After 



After this 1 piiffued my route, beggiiigat af- 
moft all the great hotifcs, where I met with 
various receptions ; fomc' liftened to and re- 
lieved my necefltties^ whilft others drove me 
away from the door, and called me ah irti|x>ftory 
to which I could only reply by my tears^ Thus^ 
was I treated, till coming ii«r Hauteville, I 
met in my road a poor Vine-drefler, who^ pi-* 
tying my wretchednefs, ** Poor little creature!*^ 
faid fhe^ in compafEonate accents, ^* conSe a** 
long with me to my houfe, and yoU IhaU fleep^ 
in our garret." This benevdent womaii thert 
took me home with her, liftened attentively tor 
the ftory I related, of the manner in which- 
I gained my livelihood, the death of my 
father, and the cruelties of my mother, which 
I related limply, without exaggeration* This 
good creature thea gave me feme fupper, of 
which I eat very heartily ; but the tale I had* 
told, in the language of infant fimplicity, had 
totally deprived her of appetite. \ 

** .Only think," faid fhe to her two children, 
with tears in her eyes, " this little girl is 
daughter to a great man ! " and ob&rving that 
JL colle<acd together, and put into^ my mouth, 
the crumbs which the children let fall, *' Seel 

fee!'^ 
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fee ! ^ contintiecJ flie, ** what (fiftrefs may bring 
us to ! Mind, and make no wafte of that bread 
which yoa may one day want yourfelves !** 

The" next 'morning fhe called in her neigh- 
bours to fee me, many of whom advifed me to 
go to St. Clou, where there was a great fair. I 
took their advice, and journeyed thither, moift- 
ening the road with my tears. Here I had 
the good fortune to meet with anothdr Vine- 
drefler, who finding me afleep at four o'clock in 
thcfmoming under a Fruiterer's window, took 
me up, trembling, in her arms, brought me to 
her houfe, and laid me on her own bed ; then 
giving me fome warm wine and fugar, and co* 
vering me up, I fell into a fine perforation, and 
awoke two hours after, greatly refrefhed. She 
then brought me a (hift, and a jacket and petti* 
coat belonging to one of her own children. 
.^* One of my little girl$," faid (he, " is dead ; 
if (he had lived, I defigned to have given her 
thefe cloaths, which I now give to you. But 
make yourfelf happy, my poor little girl ! you 
{hall (tay with me ; my hufband will be pleafed 
with youP' Then weeping, and almpft de- 
vouring me with kifTes, *' See this poor little 
girl I " , faid (he, (peaking to her children ; " (h^ 
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is defcenddd froin a King !— Her mother ufed to 
beat her : Ihe wanted to fnakd her bring teti fous 
a day, and on holidays twenty ; but wd will 
take better care of her, and not ufe her fb 
cnieUy!" 

Here I remained for a few days, aild felt the 
moft delightful contrail to -my former wretch- 
ednefs, rejoicing in the participation of th? com- 
forts of thefe honeft peafants, who, in their 
quiet retreat, enjoyed all that, happiriefs which 
Ambition idly pants to grafp in the difcor^nt • 
din of populous cities.— If at any period of my 
life I ever enjoyed compleat felicity^ it waa ia 
this contented cottage : but I was referved for 
greater misfortunes, and deftined to experience 
viciffitudes in their ftrongeft extremes. 
.« 

A few days had thus infenfibly glided away 
in the enjoyment of coniforfs to which I had 
hitherto been a ftranger, when my brother, whona 
my evil genius had conduced thither, efpiedme 
out amid the concourfe of people at the fair;-— 
*' Ha ! ha! are you there?" exclaimed he. 
** What are you doing here ? My itiother now 
lodges in a grand apartment, and a great Lord 
has taken charge o/us. She has had a good deal 
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of trouble to get Mr* Ramond out of prifon, but 
can't fuccecdj however, I am Jiot forryi— 
Come along home ! every thing is quiet. My 
mother is continually with him j (he (leeps 
there^ and I am alone with my little fiflen 
Come then 9 iifter ! come, and let us go home 
togcthcri*' 

Let me latxient, fof a iilonicnt, haw a noblt 
taind may be foiled by bad education and corrupt 
examples* 

My brother j whofe ftntitafents, 4s will her 6-^ 
after appear, fufficiently evinced the nobility of 
his defcent, had been taught, by my mother, to 
defpife and ridicule every thing his perlecuted 
fifter either foid or did* For this he was fure to 
meet with eriCoUragment ; but, aotwithftand- 
ing this bad education, and the mean example 
of his parents, his fpirit broke forth from every 
furroundiilg cloud, dnd he was not more re- 
nowned for the defence of his country, and the 
more arduous exertions of public, than efteemed 
by all that knew him for his amiable difpofition, 
and fulfilling all the moral duties of private and 
focial life. 

When my brother invited me to go with 

him, I thought not that he was deceiving 
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me, and immediately returned to the . good 
vintagers, arid offering to reftore their cloaths^ 
which they jefufed, I bid them farewell; 
at which . they embraced me tenderly, and wc 
all flied tears together. I then went home with 
my brother ;; but what was my aftonifhment, 
when, the moment I entered, I faw my mo- 
ther in the fame wretched apartments in which 
1 left her ! She took very little notice then ; 
but the liext morliing, when I was going to 
rife, I found the decent drefs the Vintager had 
given -me was taken, away ^ and in its place an 
old tattered garment and a pair of wooden fhops. 
*' Get out ! '* exclaimed this unnatural parent*; 
" Take your little iifter on your back, and get 
us fome vi£lual$ ; and if you do not return be- 
fore nine o'clock, I will order the Marfhal to 
put you into a prifon, much more terrible than 
that m which you faw Mr. Ramond."™Alas ! 
that word, prifon, .terrified me already fo much> 
that I waddled out as fall as I could, with my 
little filler Margaritta on my back. Here, for 
a (hprt period, I perceived fome little abatement 
in ray naother's fe verity ; but this calm lafted. 
not long,^ only during the fmall interval of 
Ramond*s liberty, which was fmall indeed, 
for about- eight days after he was a third'^time 
-; ./ : ; . . : . appre* 
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apprehended, and I experienced rimy former pu- 
iiifhmehti 

It muft here be remarked, that Raniond, 
though twice before imprifoned, had ftill 
the audacity to beg^ as ufiial, with my bro- 
ther, near the Thuilleries* The ftory I told, 
in my perambulations for charity ^ of the death 
of my father, and my refufal to acknowledge 
Ramond as fuch^ fo exafperated my mother, 
that fhe vented her* fury upon me^.infiftingths^t 
my condudl had been the reafon of his confine- 
ment* I was accordingly blamed for eviry 
thing ; and refufing to call him father, fhe al- 
ledged was the fole reafon of his being treated 
as an impoftor. Indeed^ frcim my own recol- 
ledion, corroborated with what I have fince 
heard in the' country, he was not ill qualified 
for this bufinefs. His ficture was graceful and 
commanding;: at the fame time, when he pre- . 
fen ted the vouchers of his defcent, his infinu- 
ating addrefs led nlany to pity him, as a noble-. , 
man in diflrefs. Thefe acc^oitiplifhments had 
rendered him fo popular, added to^ljis bdldnefs, 
after two imprifonments, to beg even in the 
very face of the palace,) that he was again ap- 
prehended. This imprifonmentwas much more 

D z ' ferious 



( 3^ ) 

fcriotfs than the former two ; he was confined 
fifteen days, at the expiration of which he was 
fentenced by the Court to be expofed twenty- 
four hours at the P/ace de hums ^mze^ the 
fcene of his impofture, with infcriptions, and 
copies rf the titles he affumed hung round his 
body; after whichi he wa^ baniihed for five 
years from Paris^ 

My mother, for what reafbn I know not, 
led me and my brother to behekl this fpedtacfe. 
She appeared greatly afiedled " 'Tis all your 
fault !'* faid fh« to mc, weeping; '^ ^tis all 
your fault!** 

Ramond was fuffered to remain eight days, 
to fettk hie affairs, and to re-eflablifh his health. 
The feventh, after iie had been thus expofed, 
he fet forward on his-' journey, and my mother 
determining to go w'it\i him^ tokl us, with 
much (eeming regret, that (he was gobig to 
conduft Mr. Ramond, affuring us tliat fhe 
did not mean to ftay longer than five, but w^ould 
return within eight days at furthefl : they then 
went out to communicate this to their landlord 
Dufrefne, and Therefa his niece, and afterwards 
departed together, leaving us three little chil- 
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^ren without the leaft tnorfel of vifliuals, cx- 
<:ept a fmall bag nf nuts. Three weeks pafled 
awjty without any news- The fourth we had 
the good fortune (may I call it good fortune ?) 
to meet the Marquis and Marchioncfs de Bou- 
lainviUiers in their carriage and four, on 
their journey to their :cftate at Pafly. Ai 
the carriage drove on (lowly, i went up to it, 
with my little' fifter on my back, and afked 
alms. Mads^me de Boulainvilliers having exa^ 
mined me. attentively, wiftied to hear pay ftory. 
** I am a poor orphan," replied I, *^ without 
father or mother to take care of me,'* In fhort, 
I told her every thing I knew*— -M. de 
JBoulainvilliers^ extremely incredulous, re-p . 
proved her for ftopp^trg the carriage fo long to 
ipeak to beg'gars ; but the virtuous Marchionefs 
endured the^rebuke of her hufband, to pay at- 
teiition to the cries of the wretched, *^ Poo ! 
poo! Madam," faid the Marquis, ** don't liften 
to them ! 'tis the common trick of poverty to 
forge Kes^ to excite conipaffion.'*— *' No indeed, 
Sir,^' replied I, *^ it is not a lie ; and I intreat 
Madame the Marchionefs to have the goodricfs 
to fend to Chaillot, and enquire of Mr. Du- 
frefne, where we lodge."—-" Very well, littls 
girl," replied the Marchionefs ; " and if vc>xi 
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Ipeak the truth, I will be a mother to you.''— 
She then ordered her fervants to relieve me, 
and faid, *' Take care, little girl, that you 
don't tell a ftory ! ''— *' Oh, no ! " replied I, 
^' I would not attempt to impofe on Madame de 
BoulainvUliers, who feels fo^ much compaffiou 
for unprotected orphans/' 

The carriage then drove ofF, leaving me fo 
much delighted at being taken fuch notice pf 
by fo great a lady, that it engrofled all my idea^ 
till I arrived at the houfe, whither I halted to 
inform my brother, Dufrefne, and Therefa, 
of my good fojtune. I firft addreffed my felf to 
Therefa, telling her, in accents of infant cxuIt 
tation, how a great lady, and a grand gentle- 
man with a ftar and ribband, in a fine coach 
and four, with four fervants, had flopped their 
carriage, and given me three livres ; and that 
the lady had faid llie would fend to enquire 
about us. I thought not, at that time, Ihe 
would have fo punftually kept her word. 

The next day I was called by Therefa, and 
on coming down, immediately recollefted 
the fervant I had feen the day before, who 
made many enquiries. Therefa and her uncle 
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Confirmed the ftory I had told before, re- 
counted the hardfhips my mother made me 
Vndergo, when I did not bring home the 
fum required, and gave him the moft thorough 
convi£lion of our birth, of the manner and rca- 
ibn of the imprifonments, and fubfequent ba- 
nifhment of Mn Ramond. " You may,'* 
added Therela, '' make any enquiries you think 
proper; almoft every body in the neigbourhopd 
Jcnows them, and have contributed to their re- 
lief,"' Dufr^fne then remarked, that Ramond 
was the occafion of my mother's having treated 
tne fo cruelly, and that every body had read our 
titles; obferving, moreover, that if they had 
not been genuine. Government wqu14 not hzve 
reftored them ; but Jthat^s they were now in the 
pofleffion of my mother, who had taken them 
away with her, probably, to proceed in her 
inipofture elfewhere, they referred him to 
Mr. L'Enoque, Redor of Boulogne, who 
could give the moft authentic and undeniable 
informafion^ 

This domeftic, who was commiffioned to af- 
certain the truth, went round to all the neigh- 
bours, who confirmed every thing I have before 
jrelated, and returned with the moft fatisfaftory 
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intelUgeiice. Previous to his departure, Du«- 
frefne took him up ftairs, and fhewed hirn the 
bed of ftraw xipon wnich we alj flept together: 
he likewife made him take notice of ^, ftool^ 
^nd other implements for blacking (hoes, which 
had beeii bought for my brother to exercife the 
trade of a Shoe-black. He then obferyed, that 
I had the fole charge and management of the 
family ; that I waflied the linen in the river, 
and every day picke4 ^Jp my UHle biandle 
of faggots fropni the hedge, to male the fire.-*i» 
** Go,-' faid thjB fpryanlt, ** andf thank Mrs, 
Hpequard, and take your leave of her, and of 
the Baker who lives oppofite, who has often 
given you bread* After you haye 4pR^ this^ 
enquire for the caftle at Pafly/' 

Very fbon after the feryant' s departure, little 
preparation being ncceflary for our journey, | 
put my little iiiier on piy back, and we all fet 
out together for the Caftle. When we arrived 
at Pnfiy, we addreffed ourfelves tp the porter, 
whofe room was filled with thp peppl^ of the 
houfe gnd their friends, all p^flembled together 
to fee us. The moment we approached, they 
^reete4 ^s with an acclamation of weicotne, 
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^*Ha? ha! here the^ ^re| Here^re the poor 
Iktlc orphans ! '^ 

Immediately upon our arrival, one of the 
jdomeftics ran to acquaint Madame Boulainyil- 
liers, crying, ** Here they are, Madame Mar-- 
chionefs, here are the ppor little orphans ! *'—• • 
Pafling into the houfe, we entered a fpacious ' 
porch, in the center of which rofe a grand 
ftair r cafe, '^iachly ornamented with gold, 
^ere a larga company of ladies and gentle- 
men were ftanding to view us. Madame dc 
Boulainvilliers "defcending to the middle of the 
ftair-cafe, addreffed herfelf ^o me, " Well, my 
4ear little child, do you remember me ? *' to 
fvhich 1 Replied in the affirmative, 

The company unanimoufly expreffing a wifh 
Jo fee us clean, none of thena daring to come 
;pie2ir us, immerfed as we were in the conco-r 
jcnitants of beggary— rags, diforders, and verr 
jmin : the Marchionefs gave orders that we 
ihould be cleaned. We w^ere accordingly re- 
paoved, and myfelf and fifter underwent a good 
fcrubbing by the maids, under the infpeftion 
qf the three young ladies, daughters of the 
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Marchionefs, who condefcended to fuperint-eiid 
the operation, and vied with each other who 
fhould do us themoft fervice, adding, that their 
piaxnma had told them we were to be their 
lifters. While I and Margaritta were thus 
cleanling by the maids, the male fervants were 
equally bufied about my brother. 

When we were wafhed, and accdmmo'- 
dated with the bell linen the exigencies of 
the moment would admit, we wire put into #n 
excellent bed, which was to us fo great a lux- 
ury, that we flept longer than 1 think proper 
to mention ; for I will not expofe my veracity 
even to the very flighteft fufpicion , by the re- 
lation of fads which wear only the appearance 
of improbability. Suffice it to fay, that wq 
flept foundly for a long time- 
As foon as we awoke, we were pro* 
vided with fome nourishing broth, and fame 
bread, which we eat very heartily. They, then 
applied themfelves to the cure * of thofe filthy 
maladies with which we were all morq or lefs 
infefted, in confequence of our wretched fitua- 
tion : till this was efFedled, the Marchionefs 
would not fuffer us to ftir abroad. 

About 
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About fifteen days fubfequent to this period 
(doubtlefs from CD'riolity excited by the repre- 
fentations of the Marchionefs) we had rtiaiiy 
vifitors, who brought us prefents of cloaths, 
and other things ; and even the nobility and 
gentry, who paid their refpeifts to Madame. 
de Bpulainvilliers at the Caftle, were not want* 
ing in their attention to us. They made us re- 
count o\ir misfortunes, at the melancholy recital 
of which the tear of pity fufficiently evinced, 
that, while their curiofity was gratified with the 
knowledge of our hiftory, their feelings wer^ 
powerfully interefted in our favour, and they 
complimented the Marchionefs on the benevo- 
lence of her qondud towards us. 

The diforders we had contraded, during that 
ilate of wretchednefs from which the worthy 
Marchionefs had relieved us, having now en- 
tirely difappeared, ihe determined to give us an 
education; and accordingly' Madame Le Clerc, 
and her daughter, who kept a young ladies 
boarding- fchool near Pa'fly, received -my litjle 
fifter and njyfelf for that purpofe. I here e:5tpe- 
rienced a return of my former diforder, not- 
withftanding the medicines I had taken to pre- 
vent its again appearing ; nor was I fufFered to 
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affociatc with the other children, till my health 
was perfeftly re-eftablifhed. We were then 
taught to work in common with the reft, and 
Madame Le Clerc foon had the fatisfa&ion to 
report to my benefaftrefs the rapid progrefs I 
piade in every branch of female education^ par- 
ticularly in writing; that my memory was un- 
commonly ftrong; and greatly regretted that 
(he had not had charge of me earlier. This 
lady's reports of my little fifter were equally 
favorable ; indeed, (he herfelf gave feveral Ipe-r 
cimens of her improvement, particularly in re- 
peating, at the anriual fete of our worthy pa- 
fronefs^ fhp cuftomary compliment on' fuch 
0GGafion$, which Ihe did with fb much grac^ 
and propriety, that every one was charmed with 
her ; and it was matter qf adniiration, that an 
infant, fcafce five years of age, could remenibef 
fp long a complimentary addref§, 

No fooner had fhe finifhed, than, lifting up 
the Marchionefs's gown, (he kifled the hem of 
it. This was noticed by every one preient, 
and aiForded Madame de Boiilainvilliers fo much 
fatisfaftion, that (he imrne4iately embraced her,^ 
faying, with tl\e utmoft complacency, ** Call 
me your mother, my dear ! J will always be a 

mother 
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mother to you!*' — ** Ah! madam," replied 
flie, ** my mother was not fo good to mc as 
you ; (he ufcd to beat me and my lifter, but 
you overwhelm us with kindnefs, you carcfs us. 
Oh ! no ; you never beat my elder fifter ! " con- 
tinued fhe, kiffing her hand. The company 
were lb affeftcd with this fcene of infentine 
fimplicity, and thefe genuine efFufions of grati- 
tude, that the Sympathizing tear flowed from 
every eye. 

Soon after, this child, who was almoft adored 
by thofe that knew her, was taken ill of the 
iinall-po^, and died, when about five years 
of age. -i-- Happy babe ! let me fupprefs, if 
poffible, thefe felfifh^ impious tears, and 
fubmit, in patient refignation, to that Being, 
whofe afflidingdifpenfations are eventually blef- 
fmgs, which we are too fhort-fighted to difco- 
ver, or too perverfe to acknowledge. Let me 
not lament thy dq)arture, but rather congratu- 
late thee, upon being fnatched away from thofe 
miferies which have uniformly purfued thy un- 
fortunate fifter. 

The Marchionefs and her daughters, ignorant 
of the circumflance, w^re contemplating to 
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ftirprize lis by a fudden vifit, when intelligence 
was received that the* fmall-pox was raging at 
Pafly. The Marchionefs was fo alarmed at this 
information, that (he immediately fet out for 
Paris, to which the Marquis alfo ftrongly ad- 
vifed her. ^ Thus was I doubly unfortunate ; 
the fame event that tore away from me a be- 
loved fifter, deprived me alfo of my only friend, 
the benevolent Marchiondfs, whom I faw no 
' more till after a tedious abfence of five years, 
when I received my firft communion, and alked 
a bleffing of this mother by adoption* 

I remained now under the care of Madame: 
Ije Clerc, two of whofe daughters quitting the 
family to purfue their bufinefs feparately, I was 
obliged to fupply their abfence^ by doing their 
duty in the houfe, in which they had alfo in- 
. ftruded me. 

Though Madame de Boulainvilliers defrayed 
the charge of my education, I was employed, 
during her abfence,. in the bufinefs of a fervant, 
to wait upon the reft of the children. I fetched 
water ; I rubbed the chairs, made the beds : in 
fhort, I did every menial office about the houfe, 
from the age of twelve to fourteen, in the dif- 
ferent 
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ferent occupations of wafliing, ironing, hotifc- 
keeping, nurfingv&c. . 

This employment, againft which it was ufe- 
lefs to remonftrate, was but ill adapted to thofc 
elevated notions which refleftions on my birth 
had infpired. Was it a happinefs to know that 
I was defeended from the firft family in France, 
yet reduced to be a lervant to people of the very 
loweft rank, nay, even to fervants themfelves ? 
Was it not painful to reflect, that, with thele 
afpiring views derived from my birth, which 
nature had conliderably ftrengthened, and 
thofe , growing hopes which the kindnefs of 
Madame Bbulainvilliers had cherifhed, all my 
exertions were crippled by the trammels of fer- 
vitude?—- 'Whyy why was I defended from 
Valois !— O ! name replete with mifery ! from 
thee I derive my pride, for thee I drop my tears,^ 
and to thee I owe ray misfortunes ! 

Madame Le Clerc ufed- frequently to go .to 
Paris, to the Hotel de Boulainvilliers, as 4id alfo 
her eldeft daughter, to vifit the fervants of the 
Marchionefs.. They fpoke largely in my favor; * 
my affability, and readinefs at work, were like- 
wife particularly corpmended ; though they took 
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good care not to mention the menial offidcs ill 
which they had thought proper to emplo/ 
me- 

One of the Marchioriefs^s ihaUs, nanie^ 
Cicely, who knew very well the good difpofi- 
tion and benevolence of her miftrcfs, was al- 
ways particularly kind to me, and fearchod the 
wardrobe for every thing that might be proper 
for a young girl in my fituation, which Ihe fent 
either by Madame Le Clerc or her daughter ; 
this good girl adding, " 'tis for our poor child!" 
Poor child, indeed ! She was feldom any richer 
for the prefents which were fent ; they were 
applied to a very different purpofe ; they were 
generally appiopriated to the ufe of the mother 
or the daughter. At length, knowing how 
kind Cicely had formerly been, and confcious 
of never having difdbliged her, I knew not to 
what caufe to attribute hpr negleft, till Ibme 
time after Madame LeClerc's youngeft daughter 
let me into the fecret. I fhed feme tears at this 
difcovpry, but confoled myfelf with thereflec: 
tion on my comparative advantage. Even this, 
thought I, with all my hard labor, with all the 
oppreffion of thofe who ihould proteft me, is 
yet better than being cruelly beat, and expofed 
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all night in tl*e ftreet. I recoUefted flay fpxmef 
fituation, and even thought myfelf happy, till 
envious memory again prefented the dying 
words of my father, " Remember that you are 
Valois ! " I rcflefted that Madame Boulainvilliers 
had obtained from the good Re€lor of Boulogne 
the moft authentic and fatisfaftory credentials 
of my birth. I ev6ai wronged mybenefaftrefs, 
by thinking that fhe had forgot me : it was not 
to her that this imputation of negle^ could be 
due, but the man to whom, by the laws of 
nature, fhe was bound to be fubfcrvient, the 
Marquis de BoulainviUiers. 

I have.alricsuly hinted that I was negleded, 
and the reader will be hereafter fatisfied from 
what cauie one of my beao^dlorsi the Marquis 
de Boulainvilliers, became ipy enemjE^ This 
was exceedingly unfortuii(|t0t Ui<d placed the 
Mirchionefs ia the moft ^^j|^greeable fituation ; 
for, however willing (^« PWgHt appear ftiU to 
ierve me, however fatisfied in my owp. breaft 
of the firmnefs of h<ar generous and benevolent 
fentiments in myj^vor, I could not hope that 
Ihe would, at the hazard, perKaps, of incurring 
the difpleafure of a hufband fhe was bou^d to 

Vol. I. xE obicy, 



( so ) 

obey^ . continue to extend her bounty to one 
whoni he feared would one day become burthen- 
ibn^etf 

1*0 fecrount the numerous indignities I fuf-* 
fered, without any friend to fympathize in toy 
afflidtions, the menial offices and drudgery I 
Was oUigcid to go through during the time of 
my contuiuanee with Madame Le Clerc, Would 
but Unnedeilarily tire the patience of my readers^^ 
Th^fe, however, at length became fo intple^ 
xaUe, that I determined to write a full account 
to my old friend Cicely, and beg her to acquakt 
the Marchionefs. 

My application fucceeded fo well^ that I w^s 
foon after conduced by Madame Le Clerc to the 
Hotel de Boukinvilliers, at Paris, from whence 
I was that fame day carried to the houfe of 
Mademoifelle La Marche, a perfon in thembft 
genteel line of bufinefs, and of unexception- 
able charafter, who lived very near the hotel, 
and was mahtua-maker to the ^Mfarchionefs. 
To this lady I wa^ articled for three years ; but 
the unealinefs of mind I continually fufFered^^ 
prevented my beftowing any great attention to 
learn the bufinefs* Some of the young women 
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employed ill the fame occupation, obfcrviag 
xiie always in deep mekncholy , kindly made 
ufe of every nieans in their power - to confole 
me ; at thfe lam<i time they were prompted by 
curiofity to hear my ftory^ which becoming 
atopic of public converfatiori amongft them, in- 
duced ibme ladies to mention me to the Mar-* 
chionefs, expreiling their aftdnifhment that my 
rank and fituation Ihould fo materially difier. — 
It is a tribute of gratitude due to that worthy 
lady, hereafter to hint fonie of the circum- 
fiances that might operate in controuling the 
exertions of that geheroiity which would have 
been Untoiinded^ if her ability had been equal 
to her benevolence : her difpofition was very 
different from that of her hufband, whofe libe« 
rality did no honor to his title* 

Soon af^er my being placed withMademoiielle 
LaMarche, I went to fee the worthy Reftor of 
Boulogne, who informed me that he had re*^ 
ceived from Fontette fome papers of confiderable 
confequcnce refpefting my anceftry, which he 
had tranfmitted to Madame de BoulainvillLers, 
together with fome copies of the evidence of our 
title, which my mother had fortunately left in 
his hands. Fortunately, did he fay? Alas! 
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was it not thcfe very titles which, amiclfk my 
drudgery, brought to recoUeftion the blood of 
Valoia, which firft introduced me to perfons of 
diftinftion, and finally terminated in my ruin ? 
Had it not been for this title, my life had glided 
away in quiet obfcurity. I might, indeed, have 
been poor ; but then I fhould at leaft have been 
contented* 

About a week after my return from Bou>* 
logne, I was fent for by the Marchionefs, and 
remember the fervant faid to me, *^ Mademoj-. 
felle Valois, you will not, I believe, continue 
long in your prefent fituation; for there are 
man|^ people of diftinftion fpeaking of your 
birth, and making many enquiries about you,, 
at our hotel." On my arrival, the Marchionefs, 
who always received me with great cordiality, 
prefented me to the conipany, whofe couate- 
nances feemed to exprefs concern. Th«y put 
many queftions to me about my-father, parti- 
cularly alking me if I recollefted him perfeftly. 
I gave them a full account of every thing, 
dwelling emphatically on his death, and dying 
words, which were too ftrongly imprefled on 
my memory ever' to be forgotten. Appearing 
to participate in my afflidion, they recom^ 

. mende 
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mended patience to me, apd that all^ould fobn 
be well. ^'Alas!" replied I, in a- prophetic" 
whifper, *^ that time will, I fear^ never arrive.^^ 
When I took my leave^ the company, with the? 
utmofl politenefs and cerembny, .condu£led me 
to the ftairs. — After receiving all thefe honors 
from perfbns o^ iiich diftind^ion, and treated as' 
the defcendant of a king, I could very ill brook 
the idea of returning to the fervile ftation of a 
ihantua-maker^s apprentice* 

I have before riientioned that Ma^emoifelle La 
Marche was a mantua-maker of the firft repu* 
tation, and her bufinefs very exteniive, the 
hurry of which was by no means adaptfed to a 
perfon in my conditten. Reflexions on my 
fituation, added to the fatigue of^ late hours, fo 
preyed both on my body and mind, that I was 
attacked-with lymptoms 6f a putrid fever, in 
confequence of which I was removed to the 
Hotel dc Boulainvilliers, where I had a very^ir 
elegant apartment alIoJ:ted me, dirc£Uy over that 
of the Marquis* I contiqiued ill for fix week«, . 
and was juft able to walk about, when, before 
I was perfeftly recovered, I was again fent hzck 
to Mademoifelle La Marche, who was at that 
time attacked by the fame diforden 
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, ThfeMarctuQUefs then commifnoned her maid 
to .look out fpr another iituation, which being 
fbuad almoft af foon a$ enquired for^ I was 
jpkced with one Ma(&me de Bpuflbl, in the. 
Fauxbcmrg^ dc St. Germain, at the rate of aop 
livres per annum (eight guineas and a half ).— r 
This (ituatioi^ was worfe than thp forpier ; her 
bufincfs wa5 ftili more extenfive than Mifs La 
Marchess, cqnfetjuently'occafioncd later hourS| 
which, added to my bad ftate of health when 
rempyed, foon brought on a relapfe, and I wa^ 
«gain^!C:Qnyeyed to the Hotel de Boulainvilliers, 
wheee I had ifche fame apar|:ment allotted i^ic a^ 
tociefly^ 

My diforder now became fb ferious and alaraqi? 
ingi that two- nurfes were appointed to attend 
xtip\ \fr bo: haying pbfervcd, from the invplun-: 
tary ej^preifions which fell from me duriqig re- 
peated fits of delirium, that my illnefs proceeded 
from uncafijjcf? of mind, triejl every method to 
cohfpleme. The malady had now continued 
foifr-month^, and I wa^ reduced to. a perfed 
fpe^taple of wrcfchednefs ; whefij^ pn Madame 
de ^ouflbFs intimating that ftie could no longer 
be without an affiilant in her bufinefs, I wa? 
carried bapk to my miftrefs^ whereH[ contiQuec) 
' ^''" " ' '' ' ^fe 
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io very w^ak, tlut I frequently fainted over oiy 
workp 

♦ 
Thefe circumfbnces are reUted merely as a 
narrative of iufiprings, which as a friend to 
truth, and in the hifii^y of my.Ufe^ ought: not 
to be omitted. Let not Madame de Bouflbi be 
cenftired : flie behaved as kii^dly to me as her 
Situation and Gircumftao$:es would permit; 
^ the fame money fhe paid jne, an affiftant 
might have hpen procured that would have an^ 
fwered her purpofe jirifinijtejy bptfen Was the 
IV^chipnefs to bl^^ne ? Let me, a% ^ facrifice to 
gratitude, h^at the guijty page th;|t dar^s eveifi 
to fuggef): fuch an iQl:e.rragatjonp Who then 
lyas tj^ie caufe ? I will %nfwer in vindicatipn of 
that iribre than parent ; I will reply, with the 
ener^ of truth, though dignified by an 
union with a j^y whofe vtty name is her pa- 
negyric, the ]\^rqui$ de 3oul<|iAvilli^i'$ was the 
Caufe of ijay fufferin^s^ 

V 

: K&dame de Bo^iloL findmg,;pe of no &rvice^ 
and wiihing to part widi me,^ I again changed 
my fituation ; but I conftantly changed for the 
jvorfe, and wa< now fcnt to be fervant to a wo- 
l^l^an who had formerly waited upon theMar- 

fi 4. ^ chionefs 
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diionefs de Narbbnnei and now lived upon a 
legacy which that lady bequeathed her. Here 
. I was not only obliged to drudge through the 
il^rdcft menial offices, but . compelled to -carry 
water from the bottom of a houfe. four ftories 
high, to. prepare a bath which her indifpofition 
obliged her to ufe. This was a fituatioii 
more intolerable than any : the \mhappy de-^^ 
fcendant of an ancient family, whofe anceftors 
had. graced the firft offices about the throne, 
nay, filled the; throne itfelf, was now reduced 
to the fituation oi fervant io afervantl'-A. will 
B6t endeavour (o defcribe my rcfle<aions upon 
this occafion : thof^ who experience the exer-. 
tioni of a noble fpirit, ftriving to oppbfe a tor-., 
rent of exigencies, will feel, more emphatically 
than I can exprefs, that agitation of the mind^. 
and thofe af!li6ions of the heart, infeparaUe 
from a fituation where pride aQd poverty are in 
a continual ilruggle«. 

This woman, cither being recovered from her 
illnefs, or finding suiother girl whom ihe thought 
more capable of fuch labor, I remained fome 
time unemployed. I was feht to Madame Cou^ 
Ion, fitter to the Marchionefs*s Houfckeeper, 
who fupported herfclf by taking in plain work. 

It 
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It was imagined I could be of fome affiftancct 
and .was accordiagly engaged at twelve fous per 
day, from which I could afFord my-^f but a 
miferable fuftenancc; .this, added to the de- 
Ipoijding ftate of my nund^ foon brought on a, 
return of my former malady, and occafioncd 
my removal once more to the Hotel de Boulaia- 
villiers, where fome dangerous fymptoms ap* 
peatring, it was the opinion of the. phyficians 
that my recovery Was very doubtful, if not al- 
moft impplfible : the ftrength of my conftitu-. 
tion, IxQweycr, prevailed^ and bore me from 
the very gatcis of deWh, ito experience viciffi* 
tudes, compfited to ; which death >yould have 
been happinei^. 

As {bon as my health was Efficiently re- 
eftabliihed, I was again fent to work at my for- 
;ner.profeflion of a mantua-maker, in the exer- 
cife of which I had been but a Ihort time, when 
a circumftance occurred that occalioned a con- 
fiderable alteration in my affairs ; this was the 
arrival of my brother, who, having received 
the rudiments of his education under Mpnf. Le 
Clerc, hufband to our governefs, had been fent 
to fea.— But, before I proceed in my narration, 

it 
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it will be neceflarjr to explain many thingj^ 
which muft hitherto have appeared myfterious. 

' It is by no mean$ a pleaiing tafk, to fpeak of 
the mifcondua of Okhe who ought to h^vc been 
i» pfoteftor, a guardian, aijd a parept — one who 
availed hijnfelf of thefe relations to difguile hi$ 
real difpqfition, and fully that virtue which 
^rery inan, in fuch a fituation, fhould defend 
and proted.— -Are my animajveriions too fe- 
vere? Let it be repiembered, that I am not 
fpeaking the language of Refeotment, Inrt of 
Truth ; Truth, which I have bpund myfelf 
moft flridly to adhere to ; Tnith^ which it is 
at once my dufy andintcreft to, reveal. f-^It is a 
tribute of gratitude due to the worthy Mar- 
chlonefs, to whom I am deeply indejbrted, to 
ufe the language of accufation, leaving the 
reader to judge, from the fads I ihall nelate, 
whether I am not fufficiently warranted in 
pointing out the Marquis de Boukinyilliers 9^ 
the caufe of my unhappinefs* 

When I left fchool, at the age of fourteeti 
years, I had nearly attained my full ftature? 
but, as it would ill become me to pronounce a 
panegyric on myfelf, I (hall pafs over thofe en^ 

comiums 
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comiums on my perfon, probably dictated by 
flattery, which were fuppofcd by its infinuating 
pofleflbrs to be moft acceptable to tty vanity^ 
and, of courfe, to the promotion of their refjpec-t 
tive interefts. Suffice it to pbferye, that 'iny 
qualiifications, however flender : in realityi 
were fufficient tor excite ^ difhonourable atten-^ 
tion in the Marqnts, who began his /infidious 
paachinations by commepdations, accompanied 
with fome of thofe little prefents bethought 
teft calculated to hufh fufpicion ipi the heart he 
intended to furprize ; and the advances he 
made were covered with fo much art, that it 
was impoffible for me to perceive his defign at 
€rft, innocently imagining I was receiving to* 
|cens of kiridnefs from a parent, for whofe libe-^ 
f aJity my heart overflowed with gratitude. 

The Marquis but too plainly obferving the 
cffeft his attention had upon my mind, while I 
imagined it fprung from difinterefted motives, 
thought it the moft favourable opportunity of 
encreaiing my obligations to him, and fecuring 
my efteem, by heaping upon me a variety of 
thofe little prefents, which could not fail of 
provmg agreeable to 'a jroung girl juft emanci- 
pated from the duties of a boarding-fchool. But 

could 
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could 1 for a moment have fufpefted that Jthefc 
gifts were deftiiied to be the price of my honor, 
although difguifed under the appearance of pa- 
rental beneficence, I would have fpurned the 
guilty prefents with' all the dignity of infulted 
virtue ; but I was as yet unacquainted with the 
treachery of human nature, nor verfed in the 
arts of thofe who fmile but to betray. 

It majr not be unneceflary flightly to hint, 
that from the cuftoms of the two countries, 
and the different mode of education, girls at the 
age of fourteen, in England, know much niore 
of life than the French women at twenty, the 
latter being clofcly confined either at home or 
in convents, till marriage, which they cannot 
contFaft without confent of their parents, till 
twenty-five years of age. 

My own natural fimplicity, added to the cir- 
cumftance of the Marquis being huiband to a 
lady whom I looked upon as more than a mo- 
ther, fo completely filled my breaf): with admi-- 
ration for his character, that I did not perceive 
the real motive which actuated him, till he 
convinced me, by his conduft, that his in- 
tentions were difhonorable, and the very re- 

verfe 
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vcrfe of thbfe which had induced his worth/ 
lady to patronize me, 

I proceed to the relation of fbme of thofe 
fafts which firft occafioned my fufpicions, leav- 
ing^ the reader to judge between us, whether 
the^: are fufficiently warranted ; juft previoufljr 
hinting, that his condufl: was at firft fo artful, 
as even to elude the penetration of the Marchio- 
nefs herfelf. 

Being one day at his houfe, he wlflied, h« 
iaid, to fpeak to me refpefting fome articles of 
apparel which he intended to give me, and ap- 
pointed me to meet him a few days after wafds, 
in the garden, at a particular hour, when I 
Ihould find the gate open. I obeyed his com- 
mands : we met accordingly, and he took mc 
into a room where nothing could be feen front 
the houfe. As I had ever been taught to refpeft 
him as a father, this privacy made me conjec- 
ture he was angry with me, and meant to re- 
primand me for fome fault. Perceiving my 
fears, he gave me fix livres, fpoke very kindly, 
and told me not to be alarmed ; yet he appeared 
^ good deal flurried, often running to and from 
the gate, as if fearful of fomebody's coming. 

He 
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Hetheh kjfled meydefiringme tcTmakeno noiicy' 
left the Marchionefs (ha&ld hear: " And 6b 
fure," faid he very eamfeftly^ " that ywi dton*t 
fay 1 fyllable to Cicely^ and thef other lioaids^ 
concernittg what. I haVe given ytm ; they will 
only endeavour to get it from you ! Coiheand: 
fee me often, and I will be very good to you ; 
but be pttrticukrly careful that you don*t iay 
a word to any one I** — Thefc ftridk injunc* 
tions of fccrecy appeared to me rather ftrange. — 
*^ Come often, my dear girl ! I fliall always be 
glad to fee yott ! Be difcreet ! Next Monday 
I fhall ferid Julk to fetch you : I mean to pre- 
fent you with- feme cloaths, for Madame de 
Boukinvilliers, I fear, does not take proper care 
of you !** — He then particul^ly queftioned me 
refpefting what cloaths I had, which I told him. 
were all new. — ** 1*11 take care,'* continued he, 
** that you fhall have every thing proper ; and 
when you bring any thing to the Marchionefs, 
mind and come up the little ftair-cafe, as if you 
were going to fee Cicely, and I will meet you, 
and give you fomething for yourfelf!'* — On 
this ftair-cafe was a door, leading to his private 
apartment. 

The 
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iTie Monday following I was fent for, as he 
prcrniifed^ The fervant direiSed me to Madame 
de Boulainvilliers^s apartment, who received me 
that morning with particular affability. ** You 
muft thank the MarqUis,'* exclaimed Ihe. ** He 
is going to make you a prefent of (bme cloaths/* 
I immediately accompanied the fervant to his 
apartment j where I found him with fome pieces 
of filk and chintz. After looking over feveral 
patterns, he fent the maid with one to the 
Marchionefs for her opinion, at the fame time 
defiring me to ftay with him»- ** Here's a beau- 
tiful chintz,'' faid he, ** my dear ! I'm furc 
this will pleafe you ! " He then fqueezcd my 
hamd, and kifled me, feying he would be verjr 
Jsjiid to me, if I would come and vifit him often i 
at the lame time giving me money^ and cau- 
tioning me to be fure not to tell any body* 

When Julia returned, we left the apartment 
together, but he gave me no cloaths. I haftencd 
to Mifs La Marche, anxious to make her ac- 
quahrted With the Marquis's bounty, froin whom 
1 had now, at different times, received about 
the amount of a Louis. That lady thought^ 
fike myiMf, that thefe gifts were but merely to- 
kens of paternal affcdion, (he therefore laid 

nothing 
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nothing ^bout it tiicn ; but the next day, 
when fhe went to the Hotel de Bonlainyilliers, 
n:ientioned to the maids, how very generous the 
Marquis had been to me. At length it very 
naturally, confidering the channel it had got 
into, came to the cars of the Marchionefs. . 

Madame de Boulainvilliers, a little chagrined, 
and wifliing to receive intelligence from its 
proper fource, inftantly difpatched her feivant 
in queft of me. 

When I afrived, fhe received me with an 
air of difpleafure to which I had been unac- 
cuftomed. I was not Confcious of any fault, 
yet I thought I muft have done foraething 
wrong, or there would not have been fuch a 
change in my worthy bene£a£trefs. *^ How is 
it, Mademoifelle," interrogated flic, in the ac- 
cent of reproof; " how is it, that you give 
your confidence to MifsLaMarche, in preference 
to me, and my maid, who has been 4x> kind to 
you r ** I tremblingly replied, thaf the Marquis 
had forbid me to mention it. ** But, Madame,'* 
rejoined fhe, *** if the Marquis has defired you 
to conceal it from me, he has given the fame 
iajundion with reipeft to Mifs La Marche ! Why 

is 
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is flie entitled to your confidence, in preference 
t(3 your mdther ? Why are the fervants in- 
trufted with your fecrets ? do they aft the part 
of a mother ? is it they who procure every thing 
for you ? I am not pleafed with you !" 

Unable to fuftain this chicling, I burft into 
tears, when the Marchionefs, obferving how 
much I was afFefted, foftened her tone, and 
fpoke to me more kindly. She defired me to 
dry my tears, and relate to her all the circum- 
fiances 1 had mentioned to Mifs La Marche. 

1 obeyed, and very ingenuoufly recited every 
circunlftance ^yhich paffed between the Marquis 
and myfelf : our private interview in the gar* 
den, his conduct, prefents, and injunctions to 
fecrecy* 

7*he Marchionefs heard me attentively, with- 
out the leaft apparent agitation. She provpd 
herfelf a woman of fenfe, and afted with the 
higheft degree of pftKjejpice. 

When I had finij[hed my narration, fhe ft at 
me away with a materpal admonition, and an . 
affurance of her favor. ** Very well, my goo4 
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girl! Be always virtuous, and God you'T father 
will certainly reward you ! "" 

Sooft after this circumftance, 1 wa^ attacked 
with my firft diforder, and was three days ilt 
before it wa^ determined between Monfieur and 
Madame de Boulainvilliers, whether I fllould 
refide at the Hotel j the worthy Marchionefs^ 
not wifhing to expofe my youth and imiocence 
to fuch temptations as the Marquis,^ availing 
himfelf of his ftation and circumftances, perhaps- 
might ofFef. It was therefore in agitation to 
fend mc to the Hofpital ; a propofition which 
would have been rejefted with cfifdain by my 
Worthy mother y had it not been that flie felt 
her benevolent efforts crippled by the narrow 
pittance allowed her by the Marquis, though 
Ihe had herfelf f aifed him to affluence by her 
fortune, and aggrandized him by her title. She 
was reduced to a dilemma, which to a wonifen 
of her fenfibility was extremely diftreffing, ei- 
ther to arbandon totally the favored object of her 
prote£l:ion^ to the poor accommodations- of an 
Hofpital^^^^^rrfeni for me .to the. Hotel, M^iere I 
^ihould be'^XpOicd to the power of temptation ^ 
Her bemvblence, my fituation not/ permitting 
delay, influenced her in favor qf the latter* 

■ The 



< 67 ) 

The room 1 have before mentioned was the 
onlj apartment proper for my reception ; that 
apartment was accordingiy prepared, and, in a 
very languid condition, 1 became its poffeflbr. 

TheMarchionefs, thoroughly acquaint^ with 
the difppfition of her hufband, was but too well 
fatisfied of the delign he had formed j and fully 
perfuaded he would carry it into execution, 
whenever time and opportunity (hould concur 
to favor his wifhes, (he determined to counter- 
aft him, and judging it would be the moft pru- 
dent method to confine the fecret to her own 
breaft, fhe never dropped the leaft hint, nor 
ever appeared uneafy in his prefence, trufting 
to the fuccefs of a plan Ihe had in agitation, of 
removing me beyond his reactf, &> foon as I 
might be able to bear the fatigife of an applica* 
tion to bufinefs. 

Notwithftanding the vigilance of the Mar- 
chionefs, who had taken every precaution to 
prevent hir vifiting me (fo fertile is the imagi- 
nation of the bad man in expedients to accom- 
plifh his purpofe) the Marquis faw me fre- 
quently, and apparently with the greateft con- 
cein. He aflumed all the tendernefs of paternal 

Fa regard. 
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regard, and gave particular orders that 1 fKotilc! 
be attended with the greateft care ; nay, even 
that my wants Ihould be anticipated. 

During thefe vifits, he would Ibmetimes feat 
hinafelf by my ' bed-fide, making the moft 
anxious enquiries refpefting the fymptoms of 
my difordef, and whei-e it afFefted me moft: he 
would occafiorially feel my pulfe, my temples, 
and my ftomach, under pretence of forming 
fome judgment as to the natui*e of my com.- 
plaint. Although I deemed this condu^ very 
indelicate, yet, under the fpecious pretence that 
•he difguifed it, it' would have appeared unrea- 
fonable to remonftrate. 

His worthy lady, whofe conduct: on this oc- 
cafion I can nfever enough admire, finding it 
altogether impoflible to prevent the Marquis 
from feeing me, while I remained in a houfe 
fubjedl to his unlimited controul, determined I 
ihould quit it, and try fome occupation, till fhe 
was ible to afcertain whether there might be 
any probability of the fuccefs of her application 
tp have me acknowledged at court ; or, what is 
perhaps more probable, that fhe judged it beft, 
at this* jundure, rather to deprefs than elevate 

thofe 
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thofe notions which brighter fortune would pot 
fail to xnfpixe. 

Happy in every opportunity of doing juftice 
to the benevolent kindnefs gf n>y good mother, 
I with pleafure mention the ibllowing circum-r 
ftance, which deferves to be recorded for the 
honor of huro^n nature :— -The Marchionefs 
privately fupported my brother ^nd jnyfelf, with 
Xh^ pin-money fettled on hqr l)y4:he IVJarqui^ ; a 
funi not only inadequate to her munificei^ce, to 
which millions would "have been unequal, but 
very incompatible with her rank, and the forr? 
June of which fhe was poffeijed, *- * 

It )^as the intention of. the Marchionefs tp 
have provided me with lodgings during my ilL 
nefs, t%t I might be freed from the folicita^ 
tiom, of her huA>2tnd, byt Ihe wa^ prevented 
from fulfilling her kii^d, intentions hy the caufe 
which hp,s been already affigned ; and it wais; 
dpubtlefs for the fame reafon fhe often expreffed 
Ijer uneafinefs, that it; was not in her power tc^ 
give me an education fuitable to the rank (he 
hoped I might one day b,e found 'yv^orthy tQ 
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It Will poffibly be remarked, that the circum-r 
ftances I have mentioned are not fufficient to 
prove that the Marquis had any evil defigns, 
and thai I accufe him beyond the meafure of 
the offence. With refped to the firft, I Ihall 
anfwer by relating hereafter a circumftance in. 
which his cdnduft wa« no longer equivocal. I 
ihall reply to thelattef, my loye of truth, and 
my regard Tor virtue, the one copvincing me; 
that I fhould conceal nothing, and the other 
that t fhould point out to its votaries thofe who 
would exert every means in their power to de^ 
ilroyit/ •/ /^^'- 

' • •';' « *■ _. 

• About this period there appeared figns of a 
convalefcence,- artxlv the apprehenfions of my 
friends had neariy fubfided, when the Marchio? ' 
nefs received from the marine minifter intelli- 
gence of my brother^s arrival ; confequently (he 
prepared for his reception, by coUefting toge-» 
ther all the documents that could throw a light 
upon the antiquity of his defcent, and introduce 
*him to the Royal favor as the Baron de Valois, 

The Marchionefs had formidable obftacles to 
oppofe her generous intentions. It was feared 

the 
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the kmg would reluctantly ack.nowledge my 
brother's Qlaim to 4his title, as its appendages 
had been loag.CJC^oyed by the Duke deChartres, 
-which induccjd Madame de Boulainvilliers to 
avail herfeJf of all the ijntereft fhe could make at 
4:ourt^ and every e^idvCn^ce thaf ujight fybftaa- 
iiate Q\ir claiflj^ 

Although €very thing >yas now ready, and 
we could adduce the moil clear and irrefragable 
proofs of our defceut, all was conduced with 
the utmoft fecrefy , the . Marchionefs wifely 
forefeeing that the fuddeu appearance of my 
brother's pretei;ifions, t)acked by the influence of 
powerful friends near the Royal perfon, would 
prevail agaii;ifl: the objeiStions of thofe who were 
interefted to fecure pofleffipna they enjoyed, not 
jfrbm hereditary^ but merely poffeflTory ri^ht. 

At this juncture anpther circumftance og- 
icurred to further the intentions of the Marchio- 
nefs, and reflected the higheft credit on my 
iirother, and thofe who. befriended him. 

During the time of his abfence, his coiidiu!^- 
wconamended him to the noticp of the Mp v 
>de Chabert, the admiral under whom he v 
F4 
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who obforviug his afliduity in the fervice, was 
induced to make fome enquiries refpedling his 
birth. This worthy officer received fuch fatif- 
fadory proofs of what had been already aflerted 
to him, that he caufed a genealogical memorial 
to be prepared, ftating my. brother's pretenfions 
to the name of Vajois, .-which he tranfmitted to 
his coufin, Monfier D'Ozier de Serigny, judge 
at arms of the nobility of France, to receive th^ 
fanction of his authority. 

Our affairs thus wearing fo favorable ian afv 
peft, and every arrangement completed that the 
head could diftate, the Marchionefs prepared 
herfelf a feaft for the heart- She concealed her 
knowledge of my brother^s return, that fhe 
might enjoy thofe pleafing and virtuous emo- 
tions, which fenfibility participates in the meet- 
ing of two perfons, fo near in blood, fo dear iij 
friendfhip, and feparated by fo tedious an ab-s 
fence. ' - - ^ 

% The day preceding his arrival, and that on^ 
which he was expefted, a fervant was difpatched 
to the mantua-maker's, with orders for me to 
drefs myfelf, and inmiediately repair to the 
hotel. 

A little 
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A little difconcerted at this fudden fumftio'ns^ 
and naturally timid in my difpofition, I began 
to fear I had done fomething amifs ; but the 
affable manner in which the Marchionefs re- 
ceived me, banifhed my apprehenfions, and left 
no other impreffion than a grateful fenfe of her 
condefcenfion, heightened by furprize, when 
jfjie deSdred me to flay arid dine. Never before 
having had that honor^'aiiid totally ignorant of 
the caufe to which I WaS indebted for it on the 
prefeat occafion, I vi^afs involved in a ftate of 
^nxious fufpence, from which I naturally, ex- 
pefted to be rdieved by the Marchionefs, in 
communicating the purport of this freih inftance 
pf Iher benevolence, 

... 

There wa§ .at dinner a company of twelve 
perfons, moftly ftrangers, who feemed to re- 
gard me with ' partioujar. attention, and were 
pleafed to compliment, me on the eafy manner 
in which I conducted myfelf : in my reply to 
which I took occafion to remark, that I owed 
every thing to the bounty of .the Marchionefs, 
whofe foftering regard had attended me from 
childhood; 

From 
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From the ma^ny eiiconiiurns they were pleafed 
♦to pafs on me, the converfatipn turned upon my 
broths, wheu the Marchionefs aiked .me if I 
4id not wifli tp fee him ; addiag, th?Lt (he had 
ieen a perfoa of his acquaintance, charged with 
a commiifion ffoax \ikn^ whooji fhe expected 
very foan* 

Th^^re appeared t<>.ii>e fomething myfterious 
in this interrogatory and declaration of the 
Marchionefs, which I in vain laboured to deve- 
loper The attention of the company, aiid their 
convcrfation refpedking my brother, were cir- 
cumilances at which I could not remain piKon^- 
cerned, and that impreffed my invagination wit Ji 
a belief there was fome extraordinary proceeding 
about to be introduced, with the knowledge of 
which, however, my impatient curiofity was 
not gratified for that day* 

About eight o'clock the following eyenin^^ 
being agaia fent for, I was introduced tp the 
Marchioneis's apartment. She was accompanied 
by heryoungeft 4aughter, Madame deTonneres, 
the Marchionefs de Chabert, another lady, and 
a young man. 

Madame 
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. Madame de Boulanvilliers, after ibme kind 
enquiries concerning my health, &c. added, 
that fhe hoped {Jie fhould always have the plea- 
fure of feeing me as well as I then ajjpiared to 
be. Nothing could be farther from my thoughts 
jthan that the perfon prefent was liy brother. 
He laid nothing, till the Marchionefs having 
firft addrefl'ed him, he anfwered in fuch a hoarfe 
fonorous voice, that, pbferving him very atten- 
tively, I could not help exclaiming inwardly, 
^* Where, and for what purpofe, can Madame 
de Botilainvilliers have picked up fo uncouth a 
man.^" He wore, inftead of a cravat, a red 
filk handkerchief, and a very old coarie great 
coat ; the reft of his drefs conformable. The 
•Marchionefs, ohferving my furprize, and feeing 
•how attentively I furveyed him, faid to me, 
^' This gentleman, my dtar, has fctn your 
brother ! •' 

As this moment an unaccountable fenfation 
took pbffeffion of my bofom, tmd awakened all 
that fympathy which the children of the fame 
parent naturally feel for each other. I imagined 
I (aw fome features in his face which were once 
familiar. *^ But furely,'* thought! to my felf, 
•* this can never be him ! My brother was more 

delicate, 
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delicate, more handfome j this man is lex* 
coarfe 1 '^ 

Wifiiigg to be relieved from my doubts, I 
began to put fojne queftions, and alkcd if my 
brother was grown tall I Unable to conceal 
timfelf any longer, he flew into my arms, and 
embraced me. I (hrieked aloud, in the mingled 
tone of joy and furprize. *' Behold,'' ex$:lairne^ 
he, '' behold, my dear filler, that brother 
whom our honored mother has cherifhed, and^ 
brought here! at a great expence ! " The fpecr 
tators of this tender interview were not uneor^ 
cerned ; every countenance was expreffive of 
the pleafure they enjoyed, and my brother and 
myfelf were the objeds of their attention, — 
*' Yes, my dear children," exclaimed the Mar- 
chionefs, embracing us, ^' I will ever give you 
proofs of my afFeftion ! nor is it ppflible tQ 
defcribe what I feel on the prefent occafion/' 

About eleven o'clock I was conduced back 
to my former habitation. My reflections upon 
this were by no means pleafing; but my py at 
feeing my brother, and the hope he inipired 
: me with in a parting whifper. Was at once food 
for my curiofity , and alleviated thofe fenfations 

which 
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which \v^ouldotherwife have been infuppOrtahle- 
^^ AH is ready, my dear fifter ! all is ready to 
make us known ! But don't mention it to any 
one ! '^ Ignorant of what was in agitation, I 
thought it extremely fingular.— -" All is in rea- 
dinefs to make us known/' — What can this 
mean ? thought I, and to what purpofe is my 
brother fent for at fo great an expence ? and 
why is every thing fo very, fecret ? — A thou- 
sand conjeiSures crouded upon my mind, aiid 
that night deprived me of fleep. 

The next morning my brother came to fee 
me, fpoke with the greateft tendernefs, . and 
bid me make myfelf eafy, encouraging me to 
hope for a favorable alteration in my circum- 
ftances. He now appeared in a very different 
drefs, habited at all points like gentleman, and 
fit to be prefented, as it was then intended he 
(hould be, to Monfieur Maurepas and the other 
minifters, and afterwar4s at court. 

My brother renewed his vifits to me every 
day, for about a week, and the Saturday fol- 
lowing fet off for Verfailles^ with the Marquis 
dc Boulainvilliers. 

With 
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With felit(^ancc I/ecl myfelf reduced to the 
neceffity of entering ttiore fully into the cha- 
t^Gttr of the Marquis, having pledged myfelf 
to prove fatisfafkorily his nafariaus cfefigns^ left 
I fhould be cenfured for affeftion without proof: 
in vindication of myfelf, therefoVe, t am necef- 
fitated to declare the truth* 

About a month after the arrival of my bro- 
ther, I vi^as removed to the Hotel de Boulain- 
villiers. The fame apartment in which I had 
formerly flept was-affigned me, and a little girl 
appointed to attend upon me, in confequence of 
a fevere illnefs. 

During my refidence at the Hotel, the Mar- 
quis embraced every opportunity of rendering 
himfelf agreeable^ Ignorant at that early pe- 
riod, my heart, a ftranger to love, felt but the 
emotions of gratitude for parental bounty and 
afFeclion. ' • . 

Such were my fenfatioiis when he made his 
firft advances. I knew that * the Marchionefs 
took every precaution to prevent his being alone 
with me, but my ^yes were not open to his 

defigns. 
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defigns. Was it ftrange that I ihould not be 
^ble to detedl his diffimulation I 

His intentions incfeed required difguife, and 
he tried every art cf feduftion to win me to his 
purpofe. Eternal fpirit, who prdfideft over 
virtue, let the voice of lanaentation be I^l in 
ejaculations of gratitude ! Thy arm indeed has 
fcourged me, but thy arm has protected my in'- 
nocencfe ! 

During the time of my mdifpofition, I fome- 
times fent my little girl for confeftionery, or 
whatever elfe might tempt my fickly appetite ; 
and frequently the Marquis met her on the 
ftairs, and enquired what (he wanted. On be- 
ing informed, he would fay, " No ; that is not 
good for her complaint.'* The girl, intimi- 
dated by his anfwers, concealed this circum- 
ftance, and, influenced by the fears fhe was 
tinder from the Marquis, would return to me 
•with excufes, that the cook was gone out, and 
that there was nobody to giv-e her what flic 
wanted. 

Soon after the Marquis, Who generally paid 
me one or two vifits every day, would himfelf 

come 
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come to'my'chamber^ and affuming the appear- 
ance o£ pariental folicitude, artfully enquired if 
1 had taken any thing that day. Upon being 
anfwered in the negative, he would exclain^ in 
a very earneft majaner, " But, my dear child^ 
you certainly (hould ! "— -'* I have fent my fer- 
vant," replied I; ** but there is no body at 
home to give her any thing/'—" I will go 
myfelf to the kitchen, and onkr it," he would 
anfwer, in a manner exprefllve of the moft of- 
iEicious concern* . * • 

Through thefe little offices, he expe^ed to 
work upon my gratitude. He varied his ma- 
nceuvres, and attempted to win over my vanity 
to his intereft. 

He foon afterwards fhewed me two pieces of 
beautiful blue and rofe-coloured iilk, as I pafled 
to make enquiries, aind pay my relpefts to the 
Marchionefs ; but not finding his hopes likely 
to fucceed, the fight of thefe filks was the only 
gratification I received. 

He at length, however, determined to put 
me to the fevereft teft, and finding his machi- 
natioios hitherto inefFedual, he thought to crown 

all 
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all by a coup d^ eclat ^ and actually fent hie onie* 
day, ]by his valet de chariibre^ an elegant re- 
peating watch fet with diamonds, worth at leaft 
150 louis. On receiving it, 1 ran to the apart- 
ment of the Marchionefs, and, communicating 
to her that the Marquis had fent it me, . fhewed 
her my fine watch. Whatever her thoughts 
might have been, fhe appeared pleafed with this 
mark of her hulbhnd's attention ; but I thought 
fo valuable a prefent did not appear very agree- 
able to Mademoifelle de Pafly, the Marchionefs's 
youngeft daughter, who remarked, that my in- 
fluence was greater with the Marquis than either 
her's or her fitter's, their father never having 
given them a watch of more than fix or eight louis 
value ; they all, however, complimented me on 
the occasion. Neverthelefs, during the time 
this watch was in my pofleffion^ I thought I 
experienced a degree of coldnefs to which I had 
been unaccuftomed in that family. I conjec- 
tured I read this in their countenances : what 
followed convinced me I was righd 

The feqtiel of my narrative will fufficiently* 
prove by what motives the Marquis was ac- 
tuated, whofe years and fituatian might h^ve 
taught him better. He imagined fo magnificent 

.Vol. L G a pre- 
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a. prefent would dazzle the eyes of a youthful 
female, and entice her from the path of honor^ 
to experience all the horrors of felf-reproaching 
confcience ; but thofe good angels, Who con- 
ftantly hover round, r^ady to protpa diftreffed 
virtue, whifpered my heart, and fteeled it 
againft temptation. 

Without any hope of obtaining his ends by 
flattery or prefents, he-refolved to make another 
effort; an effort which requires no comment^ 
and will render any apology for the apparent fe- 
verity of my former accufation, I hope, unne- 
ceffary. 

Upon the fecure and quiet hours of fleep, in 
defiance of thofe laws of hofpitality which even, 
fayages hold facred, he made his lafl attempt ; 
aad the obflinate refiftance he met with cannot 
fail of fubflantiating my innocence^ at the very 
moment that it points out his guilt. 

Night, the feafon befl adapted for the execu- 
tion of fo black a defign, was chofen by thi3 
violator of all the laws of humanity and hofpi- 
tality, for the cpmpletion of his long-intended 
purpofe. Defpairing of ever being able to gain 

his 
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his point by flattery or prefeut&, he had recourfe 
to an expedient, which muft draw on him the 
fevereft cenfure of the good and virtuous, and ' 
was efFeded through the means of a power 
he certainly pofiefled, of having free accefs 
throughout his own houfe, in which, under 
his protection, I was then refident* 

This appeared to have been a determined ftep 
on the part of the Marquis, who had ufed the 
utmoft precaution in removing every obftacle to 
the execution of his projeft : he approached in 
darknefs, except what little affiftanee he derived 
from the faint glimmerings of an- half-extin-* 
guifhed lamp, and with the leaft poffible noife 
removed a commode, which had been placed 
againft the fervants chamber-door to prevent 
any perfon from paffing, ahd with the moft 
fearful caution direfted his fteps towards my 
apartment, where, after imploring the protec- 
tion of heaven, I had refigned myfelf to repofe. 

Starting fuddenly from my fleep, on hearing 
a noife in my bed-chamber, to my terror and 
^ftonifliment I beheld the Marquis de Boulain- 
villiers, with the lamp I have already defcribed 
in his hand, and in his night-gown and flippers. 
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All the kindnefs he had pretended, all the pre- 
fents he had beftowed, appeared at once diffi- 
mulation and treachery ; and, recovering from 
the furprize which fo extraordinary an event 
had naturally plunged me in, anger and refent- 
ment took place of gratitude and efteem, and I 
determined, be the confequence what it would^ 
to defeat his villainy. 

Perceiving the agitation of my fpirits, he in 
a foothing voice begged me not to be alarmed ; 
he promifed, expoftulated, and threatened, with 
equal fuccefs. Deaf to his intreaties, I fum- 
moned refdlution to tell him, in a fpirited tone, 
that if he did not inftantly quit the chamber, I 
would, by my cries, alarm the family. 

This menace had its defired efFe£l. Guilt and 
cowardice are generally concomitant ; the latter 
operated i^fi my favor. Fearful that I (hould 
make the Marchionefs acquainted with his con- 
duft, he departed, muttering curfes upon my 
obftinacy, and faying I (hould yet feel his ven- 
geance. ^ 

From this moment, malice and revenge oc- 
cupied the place of kind offices, prefents, &c. 

and 
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and influenced his future condudl. Eager to 
feizc every opportunity of doing me an injury, 
he ftill wore that air pf diffimulation which he 
well knew how to practice, and while he ap- 
peared publicly anxious for my welfare, he fe- 
cretly plotted my ruin. 

But a fliort time had elapfed, before the fame 
valet who had brought me the watch, came with 
his mafter's compliments, and begged me to 
lend it him, as he was going to Verfailles. 

Without hefitation, I complied with this re- 
queft, but never again had my watch in my 
pofleffion, nor did he ever mention a lyllable to 
me concerning it. In this inftance of his mean- 
nefs, however, he unintentionally did me a 
piece of effential fervice ; for while that watch 
remained in my pofleffion, an unufual coolnefs 
pervaded the countenances of the Marchionefs 
and her daughters ; now it was removed, I 
hoped tp regain their efteem and afFeftion, nor 
was I deceived. One of the young ladies, per- 
ceiving I did not wear my watch as ufual, had 
the curiofity to alk what was become of it, and 
on being infprmed that the Marquis Jiad fent for 
it, and had not returned it, * pleafure fcemed to 

G 3 beam 
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beam from their eyes, that fliynefs which they 
had for fome time obferved kft them, and^ in 
fhort, I received their carefles, and experienced 
their friendfhip, in a greater degree, if poffible,' 
than before. 

I digrejGTed from the relation of my brother's 
arrival, to remove fome difficulties which migh| 
have arifen in the minds of my readers relative 
to the Marquis. I feel much fatisfadlion, how- 
ever, in quitting the Marquis to return to my 
brother. 

Soon after my brother's arrival, the creden? 
tials of his birth being properly arranged, i^;day 
was fixed to prefent him to the king, in confe- 
quence of which he* was conduced by the Mar-: 
quis de Boulainvilliers toVerfailles, and remained 
fome time at the hotel pf Monf. le Count de 
Vergennes. 

One day, as my brother was taking a turn on 
the parade, the Marquis de Marigny, who had 
fo/merly taken great notice of his behaviour, 
accofted him very familiarly. " What, Remy, 
is that you ? What brings you her^ ? " Then 
attentively furveying hin)^ exclaimed with fur- 
prize, . 
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prize, •* How very fine you are ! **-— The Mar- 
quis alkcd a gi'eat many queftions : to thofe re- 
lating to his journey to Verfailles, he gave no 
fatisfaftory anfwer, only obferving that he had 
met with a friisnd whp ^countenanced and pro- 
. teded him. 

The long-expeded day at length .arrived, 
when my brother was introduced to the king. 
This ceremony was performed by the Marquis 
de Boulainvilliers, Monf. Chabert, the Count 
de Maurepas, and Monf. Neckar, jHe was pre- 
sented as the Baron dc Valois* 

His Majefty having acknowledged his title, 
and knowing him to be the undoubted defeend- 
ant of a family who had once fwayed the 
fceptre of France, (a family whofe name, per- 
haps, he would not wifli to fee revived) recom- 
mended him to devote himfelf to the church. 
My brother fuggefted his prediledion for the 
army. The king thanked him for his inclina- 
tion to ferve him, but at the fame time more 
ftrongly recommended him to ferve his God.-^- 
*^ Sire,'* replied my brother^, ** I am then ferv- 
ing my God^ when I arn ferying my king.*' 

G4 The 
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The auguft monarch, pleafed with this^ arit* 
fwer, condefcended to promife him every en- 
couragement to acquit himfelf of his duty to 
both. 

Soon after, a ^and dinner was given by 
Monf. Chabert, to which the Marquis dc Bou- 
lainvilliers and my brother were invited. The 
Marqviis arrived firil:. My brother, having been 
detained by fome friends whom he had met in 
his way^ did not make hi^ appearance till the 
company were feated. He was annoimced a? 
the Baron de Valois, a title which the greateft 
part of the company were furprized at hearing. 
*^ The Baron de Valois ! " whifpered one to the 
other. " We know none of that name, b^t the 
fon of the Duke de Chartres !''-. Their aftor 
nifhment ftill increafed, when Monf. de Chabert^ 
filling a bumper, gave '^ A health to the now 
Baron de Valois !" 

Monf. de Marigny, being engaged in conver- 
jfation when my brother was announced, and 
now firft hearing the name of Valois, eagerly 
looked round, and at length difcovering my bror. 
ther, up0n whom all the eyes of the qompany 

were 
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were at this moment fixed, he enquired of the 
gentleman near him, ^} What was the meaning 
of all this ? '^ The inftant he was informed (hat 
my brother was acknowledged by the king as ^ 
defcendant from the Valois, he was fo tran- 
sported with joy, that he fuddenly f^arted frpm 
his chair, aud ran to embrace him. 

The guefl:5, charmec} with the fenfibility of 
the parties, and apprized of the fudden reyoln* 
tion in our fortune, were curious to hear the 
caufe which occafioned it. My brother com- 
plied with their wifhes, related his ftory, and 
gave fatisfaftory anfwers to every enquiry. 

It is with the greateft pleafure that I mention 
the nam^ -€)f the Marquis and Marchionefs de 
Chabert, and Monf. de Marigny. They were 
all the particular friends of the worthy Madame 
de Boulainvilliers ; a circumftance alone fuffi- 
cient to rank them high in the eftimation of 
every good mind. It was they who, next to 
her, were our parents and proteftors. Never 
Ihall thieir kindnefs be effaced from my remem- 
brance ! Never fhall I think of their names, but 
with the \yarmeft etnotions of gratitude ! 

I (hall 
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I (hall not apologise for this digreflioii in fa- 
vor of my bencfaftors, which, however criticifiTi 
may cenfure, I truft humanity xv'ill not con- 
demn. 

Few men poflefs fo much fenfibility, fo much 
goodnefs, as the Marquis de Chabert. It was 
he who took the trouble of coUefling, and pro- 
perly arranging, our papers ; it was he who 
forwarded them to his coufin, Monf. d'Ozier, 
judge of arms of the nobility of France, for his 
certificate. Not content with what he had al- 
ready done, and not wifhing to be exceeded in 
benevolence,^ even by the Marchionefs herfelf, 
he wifhed to bear a part in all the fubfequent 
cxpence. He pulled out his purfe, adding, 
" Madam, your charge is certainly confiderable, 
and your bounty has been of long continuance ! 
You have beeji fingular in your benevolence ! I 
do not afpire to an equality ; fufFer me only 
to partake with you the pleafing reflection^ 
which ever accompany good a6tions; I beg 
you will indulge me in a contribution, of one 
half, for what you have beftowed on thefe 
children r* 

I have 
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I have already mentioned feveral inftances of 
this worthy lady's bounty, but it would require 
a volume to do juftice to the numerous and 
ftrikingly benevolent marks of attention (he was 
continually heaping upon us ; denying herfelf a 
participation in her moft favorite ^mufements, 
to compcnfate for the narrow limits of her pri- 
vate purfe, out of which ihe fupported us, 

*' I am perfuaded/* faid this worthy lady, 
*' that God has fent thefe three children as a 
bleffing to my fatnily ! " And having often alked 
me, if fhe fhould fend for my fifter, upon my 
anfwering that there was nothing I more ear^ 
neftly defired, *' Then I afTure you, my dear 
.child," replied fhe, '' I will exert my utmoft 
endeavours with Monlieur Boulainvilliers to ef- 
fed my purpofe." It was this promife that, 
in the hours of illnefs, operated as a cordial 
medicine, and, by reviving the dying embers 
of hope, tended to accelerate the progrefs of 
returning health. This benevolent mother 
never loft a favorable opportunity of urging her 
fuit to the Marquis, who, wearied by her im- 
portunity, yielded to her requeft, and my fifter 
was accordingly fent for. 

Behold 



( 92 ) 

Behold then, at length, the recogaition of 
the Valois !— They had the title, indeed, but 
not the means to fupport it. The pcnfion of 
800 livre$ was very inadequate to fupport the 
dignity of one of the fir j3: houfes in France. 

Monfieur de Maiirepas, whom the king had 
intrufted, was delired by his Majefty to make 
what arrangement he thought proper. He was 
pot to blame for this penlion's being fo trifling ; 
and I owe him the juftice to declare, had our 
taufe been properly fupported, the defcendauts 
of an illuftrious family, fo long kept out of 
their rights, fo lo^g expofed to every .indignity^ 
would have been better rewarded for their fuf- 
ferings, than with the pitiful penfion of 800 
livres (about ^^ 1. fterling) per annum. 

The juftice of the fovereign would not have 
done this : the generoiity of Monfieur Maurepas 
would at leaft have doubled it* Who then fet 
himfelf in oppofition to the juftice of the fove*- 
reign, and the generofity of his friend ?-r-:It was 
the Marquis de Boulainvilliers : it was he who, 
acquainted with the oeconomy of the king, and 
converfant in the arts of 5 courtier, wiflied to 

recom* 
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recommend himfclf to the royal attention, fifp- 
pofmg every other man to be influenced by the 
lame parfimonious motives which governed his 
own conduit : it was this feeming friend, who 
wiilied to arrogate to himfelf the merit of ap- 
pearing generous, without fufficient fpirit to be 
fo. He dictated, himfelf, this penfion of 800 
livres, under the fpecious maik of patriotifm : 
the ftate, he alledged, w^as overwhelmed with 
debt. " But,** replied the Count de Maurepas, 
** eight hundred is given by his Majefty upon 
the moft ordinary occaiions. Suffer it to be 
more than that. Let me make fome addition.'* 
— -^' No!** replied Monfieur Boulainvilliers to 
the laft, *' we will content ourfelvcs' with eight 
hundred ! But I beg you will take the trouble 
to reprefent to the king, that, as the ftate is fo 
loaded with debt, I wi(h to enter, as much as 
poffible, into his Majefty's views of oeconomy. 
I will myfelf, theref6re, fupply the furplus; 
for I look upon them as our children, and they 
fiiall want for nothing ! '*— -Thus was this pen- 
fion finally determined, and we received a bre- 
vet, wherein eight hundred livres were ex- 
prefled, payable to each of us, to commence 
from December 1775, without any dedudion. 

How 
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. How great an alteration does change of cir- 
cumftances create in the ideas and adtions mf 
men ! No fooner were we acknowledged at. 
court, than all the nobleffe mftantly defired our 
acquaintance, and crowded every day to pay 
their refpefts to the Baron and myfelf. 

I cannot fay that I felt myfelf at all tran- 
fported by the compliments I received on this 
occalion : my ideas had ever been elevated to as 
high a ftation as that which I at prefent enpycd. 
I was, however, pleafed, and grateful to .my 
benefadtrefs, and refledled that, without her 
protedlion and powerful affiftance, I had not 
been reftored to my biith-right. I contrafted 
the fplendor of my prefent with the ragged 
wretchednefs of my infant condition, rooted by 
misfortune on the winter-fhaded iide of a bleak 
mountain, without hope of protedlion or relief, 
and where;' but for the foftering care of the 
good Marchionefs, I fliould have reftiained 
ilruggling with adverfe fortune, which could 
have ended only, with my life. 

We were now, in the meridian of profperity, 
receiving the compliments of the nobility, and 

the 
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the friends of Madame de Boillainvilficrs intra- 
duccd the whole circle of their acquaintance. 
Every one congratulated us on our good fortune 
and the reftoration of a family fo ancient, with 
a penfion fufficient to fupport its dignity. All 
the Gazettes were filled with this : they fpoke 
of the recognition of the three children, and were 
profufe in panegyric on the royal munificence 
and royal humanity, in acknowledging the chil- 
dren of Valois, and granting them an annuity 
of 3000 livres, and an equipment. This 
ftory was in every body's mouth : compliments 
redoubled : every one was lavifli in praife of the 
king's goodnefs, and were proud, as they infi- 
nuated, to fee it fo well applied. 

It will doubtlefs appear fingular, that Monf. 
Boulainvilliers Ihould never contradict thefe re- 
ports, and it is^ ftrange that every body Ihould 
believe them ; but it was the fyftem of Monfl 
de Boulainvilliers ever to appear what he was 
not, and feldom or never to be what he ap- 
peared. 

* 
Monf. de Boulainvilliers took great care to 
fend his fecretary round to the different cofFee- 
hoyibs, to make extracts from the Gazettes, 

and 
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and from thcfe materials to. form reports favdf- 
able to himfelf ; for he was much more anxious 
to receive the credit of a good a£lion, and ac- 
quire popularity from oftentation, than my 
worthy mother, who was much better pleafed 
with the confcioufnefs of having done well, 
than with that empty praife which more fre- 
quently attends hypocrify than virtue. Her 
benevolence was reduced to a fyftem ; her good 
actions were habitual ; juftly fhe thought, and 
her praftice was ever conformable. That good 
lady was anxious to remedy the negligence of 
her hufband ; (he went round among her friends, 
particularly thofe who had the beft accefs to the 
royal ear, and influenced them to apply for an . 
addition to our penfion ; fhe particularly vifited 
Monfieur and Madame Neckar, who exprefled 
much good- will towards us, and, doubtlefs 
from the reprefentations of the Marchionef?, 
interefted themfelves warmly in our favor, not 
only promifmg ajcontinuance of their friendfhip 
and fupport, but Monfieur Neckar adually pre- 
fented my 'brother with an equipment of four 
or five thoufand livres, and his comn>iffion of 
enfigu. 
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111 the mean time Madame de BouliainviUiers 
iiiterefted herfelf with the minifter to obtain an 
addition to my penfion, at that time ignorant 
this fmall fum of 800 livres^ which appeared 
to her fo inadequate, had been abfolutely fixed 
by her hufband, to recommend himfelf to the 
king^ at a period when, it is perhaps necef- 
fary to hint, every retrenchment in the expen- 
diture of the revenue was the obje£l, of a mi- 
nifter, who, born in a republic^ well knew the 
advantages of induftry and oeconomy, and whofe 
ludden elevation to the hiead of the finances of 
France was matter of aftonifhment to the differ- 
ent courts of Europe. 

This able minifter perfcftly coincided with 
the king in plans of oeconomy, and the fanftion 
of his royal mafter gave efficacy to his regula* 
tions. 

The Marchidnef^ knew not that the Marquis 
had thus influenced the minifters, though ihc 
was foon after acquainted with it ; nor would 
this circumftance probably have been difclofed, 
if my brother had not waited upon Count de 
Maurepas and Monf. Neckar, to return his ac- 
knowledgments, and beg a continuance of their 

Vol. I. H kii^d- 
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kindneffes. They firft mentiojfted fhe very words 
which I have before related to have been iifod 
by M. Boulainvilliers, in fixing the quantum: 
of our penfion. M. Necfcar and my brother 
could fcarcely believe what they heard j fo far, 
however, did it influence my brothef'^s condud, 
and he felt himfelf fo materially^urt at what 
he believed to be impoffible, that he did not 
even pay the Marquis a vifit of thanks, in com- 
mon with the reft of his friends who had flood 
forward on this occaflon. He was the more 
induced to take this ftep, having never expe- 
rienced any exertion * of that nobleman to fervrsr 
us ; who had contributed nothing towards de- 
fraying the expence of my education, which 
was borne alone by my worthy mother, out of 
the parfimonious allowance of her hufband, 
though (as has been already obfervxd) her name 
and fortune had raifed him to the rank he en- 
joyed. 

I was confined to my apartment by indifpofi- 
tion, when Madame de Boulainvilliers and the 
Abbe Tacher, brother to Madame Chabert^ 
came together, to inform me of the peniioix 
granted to me and my fifter, which they faid 
was th6 fame as that granted to my brother. 

With 
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^^J^t\\ t\ie moft heart-felt gratitude, 

my obligations to the Marchibnefs fc 

every other inftance of her attenti 

welfare ; at the fame time regretting 

fhould have had fo much trouble to 

. fmall a penlion. Her anfwer, hov 

the fame as Mr. Neckar gave my bn 

the recognition of our title was 

point gained; that time would bi 

every thing ; and that our being ack 

would give a fanftion for greater de 

which we muft avail ourfelves whe 

nitj ihould offer. 

Amongft the numerous vifitors 
ilantly crowded to the Hotel de Boul 
probably to gratify curiofity by feein 
the Countefs de Strokonomke, who 
intimate with theMarchionefs ; alfo tl 
de Choifeul, lady of the bed-chaml 
queen. In a cpnverfation between 
ladies, it was hinted that I fhould 1 
very foon ; that, with this fortum 
crowns, 1 fboiuld very readily get a 
and that the ki^g would certainly gi^ 
of rank, and the title;: of Qolonel^ ta 
whom I fhould make choice of^ Afl 

Ha 
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hearing them talk of a penfion of looo Crowns^ 
I anfwered, that I really did not underftand 
what they meant; adding, that I had only 
800 livres, and my fifter the fame, as far as I 
had been able to judge from the words of the 
brevets " How, my deai* ! " replied they, 
*' Don't yovi know that it has been circulated 
through all the Gazettes in Europe ? and if it 
is not really true, M. de Boulainvilliers would 
certainly have conferadi^ed it. It is thought fb 
by the king, and the royal family, who read 
the papers ; they believe it : and, inftead of 
pitying you, all the world is loud in praife of 
the king, refpedting his conduft towards you. 
The public therefore are very well perfuaded 
that you have each of you 1 000 crowns ; and 
that, if it was not true, Monf. de Boulainvilliers,^ 
who was capable of giving the beft intelligence, 
would ce/tainly have contradicted it, and not 
fufFered the public to be impofed upon, who 
muft lament that fo fmall a penfion fhould be 
given to fupport the dignity of fo illuftrious a 
name ; a penfion only equal to that generally 
granted by his Majefty to one of his domeftics^ 
after twenty years fervice, and fcarcely fuffi- 
cient to fupport even the little exigencies of 
obfcurity !*• .... 

I have 
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I have before hinted that theperfon moft cul- 
pable was Monf. de Boy lain vijiUgrs, who, under, 
his peculiar circumibances, could not, with any 
fliadow of propriety, take upon himfdif to con- 
tradi(St the public prints ; for thaf would have 
direftly lecj fo a deteftion of his ^tifice, by 
giving the pt^inifters an opportunity to vindicate 
themfelves, in affigning the trjjp reafon, which 
muft neceffarily criminate him, and enable me 
or my virtuous mother, who hf Jd a lie in the 
utmoft abhorrence, to contradidl it^ 

Truly may I aflert, that, inftead of doing m.e 
a favor^ in procuring me to be ackno^yJedged ^s 
a delcendaat of the Valois, from the i^iadequacy 
of the peniion granted to fupport the dignity pf 
a noble and royal houfe, who ha4 i^crificed their 
lives and fortune^iii)' defence of the ftate, it had 
plunged me into diftrefs more poignant, if po/Iiblea^- 
than that I had already experienced \fhiie I re- 
mained in obicurity^ At the fame moment that 
theMarqyis de Boulainvilliers had given me to 
understand J (hould want for nothino- at his 
ho\ife,i in fa(£l I wanted every thing; and 
the bad management of the Marquis in this 
affair will appear evident, vi^hen I rebate that 
(jurpeniion was naade to cornlnence froni De- 
li ^ ' cember 
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ccmbcr 1776, and that whole year he never 
offered to acconnnodate me with a fingle fol. 

Under thefe cifcumftances, not wifhing to 
remain a burden to the liberality of my worthy 
benefadtrefs, and dcfirous to conceal from heJr 
thofe wants fhe had fo long prevented me 
from experiencing, ajid which now, how^. 
ever it might deprive her of the means of fup-» 
plying her own, flie would inftantly have ad-^ 
miniftered to, I accepted the offer of the Mar- 
quis, to advance jne what fums I ftood in need 
of upon my penfion ; which, generally exceed-* 
ing the limits of it, I was conftantly in arrear, 
arid at the conclufion of the year never had mo- 
ney for my neceflary occafions. Monf. deBou-? 
lainvilliers ought not to have influenced the 
miniflers, an4 prevented them frqni doing a^ 
they wifhed. 

In the month of March, a feafon remarkablv 
fine, Monfieur, the king^s brother, gaye a grand 
gala, upon the purchafe of an eflate called 
Brunois, moft delightfully lituated, which 
Monf. Brunois had decorated at an immenfe ex- 
pence. His grand- father was agent and partner 
with the famous Samuel Bernard, the Jew, and 

father 
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father of the Marquis de Boulainvilliers. A 
grand entertainment was given, confifting of 
two tournaments and a comedy: an amphi- 
theatre was fitted up, for the reception of the 
royal family, who, attended by almoft all the 
French nobility, were prefent. 

The ftory of our misfortunes and recognition, 
circulated in almoft every Gazette, had reached 
the ear of the Lady Elizabeth cf France. She 
€xprefled a defire to fee us. The Marchioftefs 
de Pont de Caflel, one of my particular well- 
wiihers, apprifed Madame de Bcwlainvilliers of 
this circumftance^ who^ wifhing to gratify the 
princefs, took a few turns on her terrafs, ac- 
companied by my brother, in his full uniform, 
and her youngeft daughter, Mldemoifelle de 
Pafly, to reprefent the three children. As the 
court pafled (which it was obliged to do, in 
ccMning from Paris) the eftate of the Marquis de 
Boulainvilliers, at Montgeron, the princefles 
paffed firft, and condefcended to falute us: 
Madartie de Pond, who was in the charafter of 
Dame de Palais to the royal fifters, pointed us 
out, and was the caufe of our being taken no- 
tipe of. We then went to Brunois, and were 
prefent at the comedy, which was performed 

H 4 in 



( ^04 ) 

in compliment to the king. The royal family 
were feated promifcuoufly, and it was our good 
fortune to be placed near them, particularly the 
Princefs Elizabeth, >yho had faid, on fpeaking 
of us, as the Marchionefs de Boulainvilliers was 
informed that fame day, that, a» we w^re ac- 
knowledged by his Majefty, we were her cou- 
fins. 

In confequence of the attention paid to us by 
the princefs Elizabeth, the captain of the guard 
placed us near her at the banquet, and Madame 
de Boulainvillicra and her daughters had the fa- 
tisfadion to obferye th^t fhe .honored me with 
her regard. 

When the play was ended, the royal family 
adjourned to the tournament, and feated them- 
felves at the upper end of the lifts, near the 
amphitheatre, whither we alfo followed, and 
again had the good fortune to obtain a feat near 
that of the Princefs Elizabeth, who on this oc- 
cafion honored u? with a more, partial attention 
f han before. 

It will eafily be imagined, that the notice of 
fo exalted a perfgnage drew towards us the 

i compliments 
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<:ompliments qf almoft gU the court, who wer« 
fo profufe in their encppaiums on the humanity 
and judgment of the Marchionefs, that they 
could not fail of reaxihing the royal ear, and 
their Majefties gracipufly cond^fcended to join 
theirs to the general wiihes of thjC noblefle, for 
our welfare. 

Madame de Polignac, now governcfs to the 
royal children, was prefent at the. amphitheatre, 
and was at that time but young in favor with 
the queen. 
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Thefe circumftances are nqt recited merely 
from oftentation, or with a view to induce the 
reader to iuppofe I poflefs uncommon attrac- 
tions : they are mentioned in juftice to my fa- 
mily, and will at the fame time fufiiciently 
evince that I have been the fport of Fortune, 
plevated and deprefled at the pleafure of that 
papricious deity. 

It ia my wiih alfo, from a ftatement of thefo 
fa£ts, to imprefs upon the minds of my readers 
how very inadequate a trifling penfion, of little 
more than three and thirty pounds a year, muft 
have been to fupport the dignity of a family, 

lately 
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lately acknawledged by the king to be one of the 
lirft in France, and nearly related to his own, 
and who, but for the interference of lukewarra 
friends, would have extended his mmiificoice 
fufficiently to have enabled us tofupport its dig- 
nity. 

Let me not be accufed of trefpaffing on the 
patience of my readers, by detailing incidents 
apparently frivoleus, but permitted juft to hint, 
that there is fcarce any thing fo trifling that 
may not be attended with fome advantage. I 
have engaged t» write my Life, and am giving 
a portrait, where feveral touches of the pencil, 
fingly taken, appear inlignificant ; coUedtiA^cly, 
they are eflential to the piece. I fhall not Tup* 
prefs thofe foibles, which wilhdoubtlefs meet 
the cenfure they merit ; therefore reader, who* 
foever thou art, I have fome claim to thy at -^ 
tention, and would wi(h to intereft. thy candor, 
while I purfue a furprifing narrative, which, 
however trivial its outfet may appear, will in 
its progrefs exCite, and in its conclufioa gratify , 
thy curiofity. ': 

Some days after Madame de Pond, and others 
belonging to the court, reprefented to 4is how- 
much 
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much the royal fartiily complimented Madame 
de BoulainvilHers ; that the princeffeshad been 
liiuch afFc<fled with the hiftofy of our misfor- 
tunes, and were pleafed to hear that our defcent 
had been fb well authenticated. Madaine de 
Pond, wilUng to take advantage of this happy 
difpofition of the court in our favor, confulted 
with Madame de BoulainvilHers to folicit, not 
lyierely an equipment, but an abfolute and cer- 
tain augmentation to our penfion, which Ihe 
was fure could not fail of fuccefs. 

The worthy Marchipnefs, whofe heart ever 
felt for the diftreffed, but particularly the ob- 
je<9:s of her benetolence, eagerly embraced this 
propofal, and, with my^ brother, waited upon 
Monfieur and Madame Neckar, and Monfieur 
Amelot (at that time entrufted with the ma- 
nagement of affairs of ftate) and his lady. After 
this vifit my brother departed for Breft, about 
April 1776. 

I will now attempt to make good what I 
have heretofore repeatedly aflerted, that diffi- 
culties of every kind thwarted the attempts of 
thofe who were anxious for my advancement, 
and dangers of every defcription befieged me in 

the 
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the cxccutiocL jof my 4e^gns, and rei^d?red all 

abortive^. 

* 
From the moment I was fatisfied oY the nar- 
row limits of my penfion, I frequently reflefted 
upon its inadequacy to the fervices of my an* 
ceftors, and the compliments which were paid 
us ; compliments which, upd§r fuch circum- 
ftances, I even conftrued into reproaches. In 
Ihort, the unavoidable expence attending our 
prefent'*fituation was fo greatly fuperior to th^ 
means allowed for fupporting it, that I bf gan 
to fuppofe it abfolutely impoiUble for us to con- 
tinue in it. I affedbed to wear the fmile of 
gaiety on my countenance, whilft difcontcnt 
preyed upon my heart* , At length my health 
fell a facrifice to my uneafinefs of mind ; my 
countenance exchanged the bloom of health for 
the fallow hue of ^ melancholy; and I was 
frequently attacked by convulfions, prpbably 
brought on by the concealment of what was 
paffing in my breaft. During this time, I had 
all the medical affiftance that could be pro- 
cured, which was attend.ed with cpnfiderable 
expence to the Marchioaefs ; neverthelefs that 
ivorthy lady fpared neither expence nor atten- 
tion, that might in the fmalleft degree be con- 
ducive 
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ducive to my welfare. Eagerly intent on rri j 
rcftoration to health, fhe was bufy among her 
friends at court to procure the neceflary means 
to enjoy if. 

The Marchionefs de Boulainvilliers had inte- 
refied herfelf fo pcFwerfully in our behalf, that 
her applications were in a fair way of terminat- 
ing fuccefsfully. . Every thing was in a train 
for fecuring an augmentation of our penfion, 
when a circumftance occurred which confider- 
ably diminilhed the influence of that amiable 
lady, and fruftrated all my hopes. The cha- 
ra£ler of the Marquis had fuffered fo feverely in 
the public eftimatiqn, that it extended to all his 
connexions, and the very name of Boulainvil- 
liers became a niark for opprobrium, .arid in- 
cluded in the general cenfure the reputation of 
the Marchionefs, Genero us l ady ! in vain fha jjl 
c alumny attemp t Jo^iuIIy ' thy ffio^ ^ fame ! 
Thy a6 lions alone ca n teltify^j hy virtue^ and 
that virtue is almoft fufficient to extenuate th g 
follies of thy hulband. 

• The circumftance I allude to, at that time 
made a great noife. At this period, perhaps, 
ttmidft the tumults which prevail, it may be 

almofl 
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alitioft forgotten 9 at leail the Engliih rezdox 

will fcaroely recoUeft it* 

Madame de Boulainvilliers was engaged on a 
viCt to the villa of Monfieur Narbbnne, Bifhop 
of DTEvreux. She had fcarcc been a fortnight 
abfent, when the Marquis followed her, lea\ • 
ing me at the Hotel de Boulainvilliers, in a very 
weak llate of health, with the houfekecper and 
two other fervants. 

A diftillery of compounds, carried on in deep 
caverns under his houfe and grounds, which 
extended to a confiderable diftance, with every 
thing neceflary for tranfafting the bufinefs with 
as few perfons, and as fecretly as poffible, at 
this time fmelt fo powerfully, which iffued from 
the openings into the cavern, that it became al- 
moft intolerable. My curiofity was ftrongly 
excited, but none of thofe about me were ca- 
pable. of giving me any fatisfaftory anfwer to 
the queftions I put to them. All feemed greatly 
agitated ; every thing was confufion. 

• Wifhing to unravel this myftery, I went out 
under pretence of paying a vifit to Mademoifellc 
de Pafly, the Marchionefs's youngeft daughter,- 

at 
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at that time a penfioner in the conVent of St, 
Omer's. As I paffed, the porter feemed much 
confufed, and looked very pale : at the fame 
time I faw his fon running along the garden » 
as I xmderftood afterwards, to apprize Mr. Den- 
nis, fecretary to Monfieur de Boulainvilliers, of 
what had happened, who, the moment he re-r 
ceived the intelligence, opened a large refervoir 
of water, which almoft inftantaneoufly filled 
thofe fifllires in the caveirn from whence the 
ftcnch iffued, and deftroyed the greateft part of 
the compounds ; fo that a very fmall quantity was 
aiflually found. Going out of the great gate, I 
faw the Gu^ a pied^ and great crowds of people 
collected together, all reprcAating thp condudt 
of the Marquis. I was fenfibly afiedted for th© 
uneafinefs this behaviour of her hufband would 
give my worthy benefaftrcfs ; and was Shocked 
at the fight of the Gue apied^ and the inmienfe 
iHIls and other implements which were dragged 
out by the enraged popylacc^ who exclaimed 
vociferoufly againft fuch a mean debafetnent of 
the French nobility. I again demanded of the 
Swifs the reafon of this uproar, but could get 
no other anfwer, than that he ha4 fold fomp^ 
wine without permiffiott. Diflatisfied with this 
. - Veply,- 
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r6f)Iy, and fatigued with the difturbance, I re-^ 
tired to my chamber, ^ 

It may eafily be imagined a circumftarice of 
this kind could not long remain a fecret ; it was 
foon circulated through all Paris, and became 
the general topic of converfation. I judged it 
my duty to acquaint the Marchioncfs, and had 
aftually begun a letter for that pufpofe, but a 
convulfion fit f eized me before I could complete 
my undertaking. The report inftantly after 
reached the ears of the Marquis, who imme- 
diately ported to Paris ; he was met on the road 
by his fecretary ; and the Marchionefs arrived 
Iboh after. They were, however, obliged to 
cater the town by night, to avoid the infults of 
the populace. 

This unfortunate affair prevented their ap- 
pearing at court for a confiderable time, which 
greatly mortified n>y worthy mother, who was 
not privy to this fubterraneous fpeculation, 
which her ample fortune had rendered unnecef- 
fary, and her birth difgrac^eful. It was this 
uptoward circumftance which had rendered all 
her plans on my behalf abortive, although nearly 
mature for fuccefs, and induced perfons of fk- 

flindlion. 
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diftin<9tion, who had fomierly been particukfljr^^^ r 
intimate, to withhold their vifits. ./^ - • '- 

The difcovery of this fubterranean occupatipr^ , 
was by fome attributed to the Count de Bou- 
lainvilliers, a relation of the Marchionefs, to 
whom flie was alfo guardian, and will ferve to 
elucidate my remark, that the Marquis became 
poflefled of his title in right rfhis wife, whofe 
family was of great diftin£lion. The Marquis 
was a fon of the Prefident D'Hureux, by a 
daughter of thp famous Jew^- Samuel Bernard, 
whofe riches, though great, could only be 
equalled by his philanthropy and beneficence. 
The Marchionefs was heirefs to Monfieur de 
Balaincourt, Mai^^uis de BoulainviUiers, and 
there being no malejieir to inherit the title, 
the Marquis n>ade intereft to procure it for 
himfelf. 

The general charafler and conduft of thp 
Count de BoulainvilUers was the very oppofite 
to that of an informer : he, on the contrary, 
exerted himfelf to the utmoft to confole the 
Marchionefs, and intreated the Prince de Conti 
to ufe his influence with the king in behalf of, 
th^ Marquis-; acircumftance alone fufficient to 
Vol. I. I - wn<iicate 



vindicate him from lb unjuff an afperfion. His 
Majefty was fo much incenfed at the conduct 
of the Marquis, which he conceived a ftain 
upon the French nobility, that he gave public 
marks of his difpleaflire, hy prcfcibiting him 
from appearing at court. 

The difpleafttre of the monarch fb far Kaffed 
the opiiiibh^ bf the nobility, that the Marquis 
was fhunned by all ranks. *rhe Prince de Conti 
ciifcontinued his vifits ; but having, throygh 
the intercfeftibn of the Coilht de BoulainvilUers, 
undertaken to remote him to the royal favor, 
hy way of affording him all the countenance and 
friendfhip in his power, he rctiewed his vifits, 
with a view d£ gaining oyer the reft of the no- 
bility (ever' ready to follow the example of per- 
fons of diftindion) in favor of the caufe he had 
efpoufed. 

I had the honor to be prefent when this di- 
ftinguiflied perfonage paid his fecond vilit. We 
were in the faloon when the prince was an- 
nounced*, and it being in fome meafure a vifit of 
bufinefs, as foon as he entered, the Marchionefs 
ni^de a fign for me to retire. I rofe to obey ; 
but, as I had previoufly had the honor''* to be 

introduced 
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introduced to Hikn, with the greateft politenels 
and affability addreffing himfelf to the Marchio^ 
nefs, ** No, Madame ! I confider Mademoifelltf 
de Valois as one of your children ; there is no 
neceffity for her to withdraw ; from this day 
fhe muft ftifr^ dearer, as the king is difpbfcd 
to forgive the offence of the Marquis, and has 
declared that his principal inducanent is the at^ 
tention paid by your family to thefe defendants 
of the Valois." I felt a difagreeable fenfation 
as. the prince uttered this, and wished I had' not 
been prefent, left fuch a dwkration fliould hurt 
the feelings of my worthy bcaiefa^refs. Whe- 
ther he had heard <tf the* Marquis's^ corid\j6!k in 
cur penfion, and wifhed to intereft him more 
ftroi;:lv in our behalf, or whether the huma- 
nity and beneficence qf the Marchionefs, of 
which all Paris was fenfible, in a great degree 
counterpoifed tlie mcannefs of the Marquis, and. 
influenced the royal breaft to this reconciliation^ 
I cannot exaftly determine. 

I muft now recall to the recolleftion of my 
reader, my fifter Marianne, of whom I have 
yet faid but little. She was left, aS has been 
before ftated, expofed to the charity of Durand, 
a wealthy farmer, who had found means to 

I z poflefs 
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poflefs himfclf of a confiderable part* of the 
eftatc at Fontettc. I have hinted that my mo- 
ther's extravagance had rendered my father ne- 
ceffitous. Durand had money ; and, as people 
in diftrefs feldom confidcr the e;s[orbitance of in- 
tereft, Hhy father tinfortunately fell within his 
gripe, and Durand failed not to take advantage 
of his neceffities. My mother herfelf knew 
this, and confidered that it was his duty to take 
the charge of fupporting a part of the familyir 
— I have been able to coUeA thefe conjefiurcs, 
from a paper which my mbther pinned upon the 
garment of my infant fifter, expreffive of her 
thoughts on this fubje£t, and defiring th^t he 
would take care of her* 
- ' ^« . ' ^ 

Durand, indeed, took her into his houfe, 
but he determined to make her as little expen- 
live as poffible, and eveiVthought that, infteadi 
of being faddled with a burthen, he might be 
eafcd of the expence of a fervant. She was 
accordingly, as tarly as poffible, taught to do 
every menial office about the houfe. This, 
however, was habitual, and had fhe remained 
ignorant of her birth, her life perhaps had 
pailed in happy and quiet obfcurity ; but as ihe 
grew u^^ many people in the neighbourhood, 

acquainted 
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acquainted witljt the circumftances, gave het 
information of thofe misfortunes which had in- 
duced her family to leave the cradle of their ,an- 
ceftors, the patrimonial inheritance, in queft of 
preferment at court, but had never been heard 
of fince. This tale awakened her fenfibility. 
They pointed out the manlion where Ihe was 
born : the fpark was kindled, which, with in- 
creafing years, fpread into a flame, and warmed 
her bofom with, refledkions on her birth, and the 
difference between herprefent (ittiation and that 
to which flie was entitled. She ftill preserved 
the name of St. Remy, and mourned her poa%- 
able and orphan conditipu, deprived of her pro- 
tedlors ere flip wgs yet acqu^nted with them ; 
but ihe eftimated her lofs by her fituation, of 
which (he defjpaired to fee a change, 

I have before mentioned, that at the time of 
my brother's being received, and at that of the 
grant of the penfion, the Marchionefs conceived* 
the benevolent intention of fending for my fitter, 
hoping thereby to alleviate my fufferings, occa- 
fioned by my bad ftate of health. She accord- 
ingly performed her promife, by writing to 
Durand for that purpofe. 

1 3 Eleven 
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Eleven months clapfed without receiving any 
Intelligence. The Marchionefs, furprized at 
this delay, wrote, about fourteen months after 
her firft application to Durajid, to the reftor of 
Fontette, who returned for anfwer, that Durand 
had certainly received her letters, but fuppofed 
he had been at a great expence in bringing her 
up ; that fhe was fo very ferviceable about his 
houfe, that he could not conveniently part with 
her ; and that he judged it his interejl, at all 
events, to retain her in the country, 

Purand had beard of the penfion granted to 
my fifter, and thought it, on that account, his 
intereft to keep her near him ; but he had a 
much ftronger, and what his. avarice deemed a 
more weighty reafon. He knew the means 
whereby he became poflefled of the eftate (f 
Fontette : he knew they would not ftand th: 
teft of legal inveftigation, and he did not choofe 
my fifter (hould leave him, left her evidence 
might materially afFeft his intereft, 

Madame de Boulainvilliers had wrote more 
letters than one, He dreaded the power of the 
Marchionefs, and ftudied by art to counteraft 

it. 
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it. Though flxe Jeft his feoufe, tjipugh deprived 
of a fervaiit, he facriftecd thi? coinparatively 
^trifling 34vaatage to the njore important one o£ 
rejtaining her m the . country : fof this purpofe 
he propofed to marry her to a neighbouring pea- 
fant, named Colas Jolie, thiijking by this to 
^fijake hin(ii^ fcciare. 

The Marchioaiefs^ hearing of his intention, 
^nd $n4iiig i|0 time was to be lofl, mi!lantly 
.wrote to M^P^Vi^ RouUier d'^Orveuille, ia- 
tendant of Ch^mpaigne, requefting hijn to give 
Durand orders either to fend my lifter inftantly 
%o Pa^is, or to bring her thithef Ijiimpslf. This 
fteremptory or4er was complied with, through 
fear, and we receivod 9f\ aufwef , fixing the day 
when he woujid bring hen 

Madame de]3oulalAvi][liers, ever conipaffixmate^ 
concealed from me this good news, fearing, 
froni the indifpofitipp wkh which I \^as a|moft: 
always afflided, tjbiat :a top /^ddejn tranfitioa 
from grief to joy n%hl: b? attended with the 
worft ccMifequ^ences > ihe th^riefore contrived^ 
hy degrees, ^o acquaint sm ci the ap^oacl>iag 
. arrival of my lifter, |:o whom a penfipn of ^ight 
hundred livres had been gfaoted, ^s Well as to 
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myfelf ; mentioning the day (he was expeded, 
and explaining to me%*hat fteps (he had taken 
to oblige Durand to b>ihg her to Paris, as alfo 
the motives which induced him to detain her. 

Overjoyed at this unexpected good news, and 
overwhelmed with gratitude to my benefa£i:re(s, 
I impatiently waited the arrival of nfy fifter : I 
imagined it would alleviate that affliftion I hadfb 
long been a prey to, but which would now 
eeafe to weigh me down, when repofed in a 
(ifter in whom J could place my confidence. 

Thofe who are not ignorant of the pangs of 
filent forrow, have probably felt, or their fen- 
(ibility may lead them to anticipate, thofe fen-r 
fations I experienced at the hope of folding a 
beloved fifter to my heart, who had juft been 
relieved fror^ fuch 4 diftrc(fin| (Jtuation, 

The day on which my fifter was expefbed at 
length approached, and (he arrived about one 
o'clock. Madame de Bqulainvilliers, Madame 
the Marchion^fs de Chabert, Madame de Pond 
de Collet, and the three daughters of Madame 
de^ Boulainvilliers, were afilembled : they placed 
pie iji the midft of them, and my fifter being 
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brought in, " Tell me, my dear, which of 
thefe ladies do you take to be your fifter ? -' 
She furveyed the company attentively, and 
throwing herfelf on my neck, " This is.ihe ! '* 
replied Marianne. ^ ^ My heartJ teH^ me»_this is 
flier* The company wiihed not to conceal 
thofe emStions which did honor to their fenfi- 
bility^ The author of this fcene, the worthy 
Marehipnefs, furveyed us with a look of tender- 
nefs, her eyes gliftcning with the triumph of 
beneficence and humanity. 

Soon after the company retired; and left me 
I alone with my fifter, who almoft ftifled me 
with careffes ; but our tongues mutually refufed 
their office ; we had a thoufand things to fay, 
a thoufand queftions to alk, but the fulnefs of 
our hearts rendered us incapable of gratifying 
I our wifheSf 

The company returned after a fliort abfence ; 
they rems^rked the efFeft this interview had on 
my fpirits ; and my eyes, expreffive of the con- 
tentment of my heart, proved the cordial in- 
fluence a mind at eafe has to fubdue the indif- 
pofition of the body. : 
' Though 
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Though I liad not time te recount to my 
lifter the adventures of my life, I was as eager 
to make her acquainted with the kindnefs of my 
' worthy mother, as <he to be beneficent, or 
my fifter to acknowledge it. As we returned 
with the company, Marianne encjuired which 
of thofe ladies had been fo kind / to ner Mer. 
When Ihe was informed, (he threw herfelf 
at the feet of the Marchionefs, and kifling her 
gown and hands, thanked her for the favors ihe 
had done her brother and fifter, and intreated 
Ihe would have the goodnefs to take heralfo 
under her proteftion, which flie would do every 
thing in her power to merit ; adding, that flie 
Ihould entertain the higheft refpeft forMonCeur 
de Boulainviiliers, and every other branch of 
the family. 

The Marchionefs, pleafedwith thefe effufions 
of gratitude, promifed her protedion and fup- 
port. All feemed to congratulate us on our fe- 
licity, which appeared to be the genuine effu- 
fions of fenribility. I recounted to Marianne the 
hardfhips I had fuffered : (he pitied them, and 
related her own ; while half was loft on either 
fide by mutual communication. 

The 
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The Marquis dc Boulainvillicrs, notwith- 
{landing the difcouragements he received, con- 
ceived hopes even from his repeated difappoint- 
ments* He ftill continued his odious addreffefit, 
at^d perfifted in his attempts to win me to his 
purpofe. All my remonftrances, all my relift- 
ance, was fruitlefs, and I had no refburoe to 
avoid his importunity, but to retire to a con- 
vent- I had made this propo&l about a year 
ago, and begged to retire to the convent of 
D'Hire, about half a league from Montgeron* 
The Marchionefs even fpoke to the Abbefs on 
the fubjeft ; but the Marquis had wearied me 
with arguments to diffuade me from my intent^ 
and the tender afFeftion of my mother would 
not permit her to part with me. 

On the arrival of my lifter, whom I found 
inclinaHe to the meafure, I determined to go 
to this convent ; and the Marquis, finding it 
impoffible to diffuade me from my purpofe, af- 
fumed a different tone : he reproached me for 
what he termed obftinacy, and was noticed by 
the whole houfe, as entertaining a ftrong degree 
of refentment againft me. 

One 
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One morning Monfieur de Boulainvilliers 
came to my apartment, fpoke to me with great 
apparent franknefs, and made a profufidn of 
fine promifes* On his fecond vifit he was not 
lb polite ; he made fome dilagreeable propofi- 
tions : in fhort, his language wore a threaten- 
ing afpeft. ** Since,," faid he, *^ you are de- 
termined to go to this convent, you IhaU remain 
there all your life ! I fliall make a point of pre- 
venting Madame de Boulainvilliers, my daugh- 
ters, and all my acquaintance, from ever com- 
ing near you ! " He took care to fend out my^ 
fifter and the maid, at this time, that they 
might not be witnefles to his bdiaviour, nor his 
threats ; and added, when quitting my cham- 
ber, ** Prepare yourfelf, then: I am very fbrry 
that you fhould be foindifpofed ; but, fince you 
hate me, you (hall be puniflied for your ingra- 
titude, «and that fuddenly : it is proper that we 
fhould be feparated ! '^ He then went out to 
order the horfes to be put to the coach ; " for," 
exclaimed he, ** I am going to conduft the 
Valois to their convent 1" He then fent one 
of the women to help me to drefs, and affift me 
in packing up. After this I enquired for my 
mother, to requeft of her permiflion to come 
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and bid her farewell; but ihe was not to be 
found. I have fince learned from herfelf, that 
(he was afraid (he could not bear our part- 
ing ; and that it was Monfieur de Boulainvilliers 
who told her, and all the houfe, that it was 
myfelf who propofed this fcheme, upon which 
I was mofl obftinately bent, and that he found 
it in vain to oppofe it. 

The abbey being but at a (hort diftance^ we 
foon arrived, and found the Marquis and the 
Count de Franclin, the brother and nephew of 
the Abbefs. They ^ere furpfized to fee the 
Marquis de Boulainvilliers, who accompanied 
us, with the Chevalier de THil. This man, as 
all Paris knows;, is the creature of the Marquis ; 
and he had the aiTurance to propofe him to me 
as my hiiiband, laying, *^ You may then be 
always at the hotel ; your reputation will be 
fafc ; and you may carry on an intrigue with- 
out fufpicion ! " They had been that very 
morning to inform the Abbefs, that my ill ftate 
of health would not permit me to come in left 
than a month. As it was necelTary, however, 
for the Marquis to aflign fome f eafon for this 
fudden returti of the Chevalier and himfelf, he 
aflTured the Abbefs it was abfolutely my own 
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determination, from which he had done all in his 
power to difluade me, but in vain. The Lady 
Abbefs informed him, that, coming fb very un- 
expeftedly, things were not in readinefs for our 
reception. The Marquis replied, ** Then they 
mufl do as well as they can : ** adding, ** They 
will experience the badefFeftsof their obftinacy. 
It is not my fault." Then turning to the Ab- 
befs, he told her he had fomething particular to 
communicate to me, and we were left alone in 
the parlour. ** You are," laid he, ** at your 
own difpofal, either to go or ftay. If you will 
return, and a£t as I would wifli you, for yont 
own advantage, I will arrange every thing fpr 
the beft with your mother." " No I" replied 
I, with indignation ; ^' I will fubmit to every 
inconvenience ! To be unfortunate, is better 
than to be criminal ! *' The Abbefs, the Chevar 
lier^ and my fifter, being returned into the 
room, the Marquis took his leave, expreffing 
great concern for our welfare, and that he 
would fee us very foon, and bring the Marchio* 
. nefs along with him. 

The day. after, I wrote to my tender mother^ 
who anfvvered my letter in the kindeft terms* 
Her letters gave me great confeliation, and Ihe 
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firfequerttly vifited nio, icctompanied by her 
daughter*. But the Marquis de BoukinvillierSy 
whdfe negle<9: indeed gave me no very great 
concern, dalled Oft me but once, as he paflfed tor 
his eftate at Piffy. 

Attached to thcf ccttivdnt, I became delighted 
with this lie W fcene of life/ where every thing 
feemed peaceftil^ Hzlm^ ^i^ contented* I wa»- 
not perfecuted With the odious addrefles of the 
Marquis ; I was hot harf afled by the hurry and 
buftle of the bufy wortd, nor tormented with 
that cotripUmelitary language which fpeaks every 
things and ineihs nothipg. My mind was more 
at eafe^ ahd my heakh by degrees returned 

The Lady Abbefs regarded me with the tender* 
nefs of a parent. Polite^ fenfible, generous and 
humane, her kindrtefs, and the affiduous atten- ■ 
tiotet of the young ladies, my companions, ren- 
dered my life fo agreeable in the ccmvent, that 
in about three or four months after my refidence 
among them, I lignified to the Lady Abbefs my 
intention of taking the veil, with two other 
young ladies who were going to devote th^m-^ 
felves to religioii. I followed exadly eVery re- 
ligious exercife i I complied with every dul|f ; I 
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prayed, fifted, watched and wept. Seven or 
eight mouths after; I wrote to feveral friends, of 
the Marchionefs, teqxxefting that they would 
exert themfelves, on my behalf, to gain her 
confent that I fliould take the veil. 

The good Abbefe had many converfations 
with me on the fubjeft, and affured mc tHat it 
required the deepefV.. confideration, before, in 
the full bloom of my youth, I facrificed all 
my future prolpefts, to be confined for life 
within the narrow limits of a convent. She 
contrafted the charms of fbcial with the reclufe 
aufterity of a religioys life ; told me it was a 
vow that could never be recalled, and advife4 
me to proceed with the utmoft dehberation. 

Her reprefentations, however, were inefiec- 
tual, and, notwithftanding every remonftrance, 
I remained in the fame mind, of devoting the 
remainder of my days to the fervice of my 
Creator. 

The Marchidnefff would by no means give 
her confent ; in confequence of which the Lady 
Abbefs, who had made every remonftrance in 
her power, advifed xac to write to the arch- 
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Infliop of Paris, and intereft him iti my favol*^ 
to win over Madame de Boukinvilliers to comply 
with my requefti 

That reverend prelate exerted himfelf fo fuc- 
cefsfully, that he had nearly broilght my good 
mother to a compliance, wheii I received a let- 
ter from the Mafchioriefs du Pdnd Caffee, to 
whom I had dfo written to ufe her folicitations 
ill my favon This worthy lady, fo far from 
according to my defiresj was of an opinion dia- 
metrically oppofite* Religious, -without being 
enthufiaftic, fhe thought that the Creator might 
be much better glorified by aftive benevolence, 
and fulfilling all the duties of Ibcial, than by the 
gloomy penancesj fafts, prayers and mortifica- 
tions attendant on religious life j fhe painted 
its incorivenidncies in glowing colors ; fhe 
conjured me to do nothing hkftily, told me I 
was too young to determine, and fuggefled, 
that if after taking the .Veil, my • fentiments 
Ihould alter,, niy peace was irretrievably lofl* 

Mudh^ I efieemed Madame d^ deafly 

as I iSved^^e Marchionefs, the 'remonflriances 
of the one, and the tender^folicitations of the 
other, were^ equally inefFedual.; I had {ten 
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nothing in this world that could nx my attach-*' 
ment ; I diredted my thoughts to a better ; my 
beft friends pleaded in vain to draw my atten-^ 
tion from the fervicfe of my Creator. Would to 
heaven that my refolutions had remained un- 
Ihaken I 

Madame de Boulainvilliers, finding her argu- 
ments and folicitations equally inefficacious, had 
recourfe to a ftratagem, with a view to procraG 
tinate the execution of {o rafh a ftep, and avail 
herfelf of the interval, to wean me from my 
determination. She was acquainted with mo- 
naftic regulations, and knew that a lady during 
her noviciate, going out of the convent on any 
pretence whatever, becomes thereby incapaci- 
tated : it terminates that moment, and fhe is 
obliged again to commence it, and continue the 
fame time, before (he is permitted to take the 
habit. I was not aware of this, and the Mar- 
chionefs availed herfelf of my ignorance to exe- 
cute her intentions. ^ 

She prevailed on her hufband to go to -the 
convent, and invite my fifter and me to dine 
with them at Montgeron. She delired him to 
enforce her invitation, by reprefenting that this ■ 
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Would probably be the laft opportunity they 
fliould have of feeing me, as the eftate atMont- 
geron was to be difpofed of, and that next year 
they fhould be at anothen He added, that 
there was a large party who wifhed to fee me 
before I took the veil, which finding me ab£b- 
lutely bent upon, no further folicitations fhould 
be ufed to difluade me* 

*rhe Marquis had his views in wifliihg me to 
return^ and he executed his commiffion with all 
the eloquence he was mafter of; but neither 
his perfuafion, iiot plaufibility, influenced my 
acceptance of this invitation. Defirous to fee 
my worthy mother, at whofe inftanee I well 
knew the Marquis had vifited me ; not without 
a wifh to take a laft farewell of thofe friends 
who exprefled their concern for my welfare, 
and totally ignorant of what was in agitation, I 
determined, with my (ifter, to accompany the 
Marquis to Montgeron. 

When we arrived, a large compJmy of both 
fexes were aflembled. The Marchionefs and 
her daughters, dotibtful of the fuccefs of the 
Marqiiis*s application, appeared, particularly 
pleafed tb fee us. My health being novsf almoft 
K z reftored, 
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reftored, my ufual vivacity returned with it ; t 
. felt the joys of the focial circle in which I was 
engaged ; the copverfation was various and en- 
tertaining, and the hours glided rapidly away : 
at length I bethought myfelf that it was time 
to return to the convent, and fignified my wifh 
to depart. The company were unanimous in 
their wifli for my continuance ; from perfua- 
lions they condefcended to ufe intreaties, but 
my refolution . ftill remaining mflexible, Ma- 
dame de Boulainvilliers informed me, in a tone 
blended with the kindnefs of friendfhip, that 
Ihe-CQuld by no means permit me to depart, and - 
that orders had been given that the carriage 
fliould not be prepared. In confequence of this, 
finding it equally rude and inefficacious to per- 
fift, I made a merit of neceffity, and confented 
to flay. 

Day after day pafled on in the fame manner* 
My worthy mother, whofe fociety I was mofl 
fond of, made ufe of every means in her power 
to wean me from my fefolution : every one 
flrove to give me the mofl engaging picture of 
focial felicity, and the pleafures of the world, 
to which they knew,, frona my ^ifpofition, I 
was not infenfible. • ; ^ " * -v ^ 
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During this time, the Marquis de Boulain- 
villiers took every opportunity of being alone 
with me, under pretence of reafoning. me out 
of my prjedileAion for the convent ; but, ia 
fa<9:, he was urging his own iniquitous fuit. ' 

In one of thefe vifits, while the Marquis, 
xinder pretence of the pureft friendfliip and pa- 
tQraai kindnefs, was preffing my hand to his 
lips, the Marquis de Bfancas and the -Abbe 
Tacher entered the room. We were both con- 
fufed, but our eonfulipn proceeded from differ 
Ttiit motives : the blulh of cpnfcious innoc)5nce 
coloured my cheek ; the complexion of eon« 
feious guilt ftained that of the Marquis. 

I was fo peculiarly circumftanced, that I had 
never dared to communicate any part of his 
condud to my mother^ I knew it would give 
ber uneafinefs^ and that fuch a communication 
would have been prejudicial to the intereft of 
our family. Under this delicate predicament, I 
was, obliged to endur?— what I knew not how 
tp f ernedy. 

The Marquis deBrancas and the AbbeTacher 
well knew the difpolition of the Marquis 4a 
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Boulaitivilliers : they did not imagine that I 
gave him encouragement ; their candor acquitr 
ted me both of impropriety of conduft, and 
evil intentions ; neither their candor or their 
friendfliip could prevail againft their judgment, 
which accufed him of both. His irnportunities 
had before determined me to retire to a convent, 
I was delighted with the life I led there. Ipi-. 
proved by the inftruftions of the worthy Abbefs, 
and charmed with' the -affiduities of my compa-i 
nions, the Mar(|uis, inftead of prevailing on mQ 
to ftay^ incre*fed/.by his perfecutions,^ my in-i 
clination to depart, ; 

At the expiration of eight days, unable tq 
refift my entreaties, the Marchionefs confented 
that I fhould go, upon condition that I WQuld 
. not perfift in my refojution of taking the veil, 
but wait at leaft till I w^as twenty-five years of 
age. ... She expreffed a wifh that I fhould changq 
my convent, that I might be nearer the family, 
and pointed out th? Abbe Royal deLongchamps, 
a:bbut three leagues and an half from Paris, as 
the moft eligible fituation* I acceded to this 
propofal with the lefs regret, as many of my 
companions at the convent d'Hire having taken 
the veil, I fhould be deprived of their focicty ; 
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and the lofs I fliould fuftain on being removed! 
from the inftruftion of the good Abbefs, would 
be counterpoifed by the vifits and correfpondence 
of the MarchioQefs de Boulainvilliers^ 

Oit the 2oth of March, 1778, I removed to 
the Abbe Royal de Longchamps, where I was 
frequently vifited by the family of Boulainvilliers 
land their friends. The Marquis tame frequently 
in the morning, . on horfeback : he was always 
^idmitted to yifit me ; but thefe vifits, where 
love was always the topic, became at length fb 
very difgufting, add^d to the remarks of the 
penfioners in the fame convent, to whona vifits 
from the other fex were very uiiufual, that I 
Entreated the Abbefs, who was friendjy to me, 
in general terms, not to fufFer any gentleman 
fo vifit mc^ on any pretence whaLtever^ 

The Abbefs complied with my wifhes, and 
the Marquis was denied admittance. Enraged 
iat this repulfe, he had recourfe to threats, and 
faid, that neither my mother, nor any of the 
family, or friends of the family, fhould come 
to vifit me, neither fliould I ever come to the 
caftle to vifit them at Pafly. This threat was 
not problematical : four months pafled without 

K 4 fpeing, 
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feeing, or hearing from any body. I wrote 
often to my mother, but my letters were inter- 
cepted ; and, as I afterwards learned, whenever 
the Marchionefs propofed paying me a vifit, tho 
Marquis was fure either to invite company, or 
remind her of an engagement. He reniarked, 
by way of raififig her difpleafure, that we never 
wrote, though I had aftually written feyeral 
letters, and wat greatly fyrprized at receiving 
jio anfwer. Indeed, this condudl appeared lin- 
gular in the convent, and pccafioAcd a variety 
of comments^ 

At length Goquelin, his valet de chambra, 
the fame perfon who formerly brought me the 
watch, c;alled one day to fee u^. I charged him 
%o deliver a letter, and reprefent to the Mar- 
chionefs how much the difcontinuanc? qf her 
vifits was regretted by my fifter and myfelf, and 
to intreat her to anfwer our letter^ ^ 

It is here necefTary to remark, that the Mar? 
chionefs, the moft amiable of women, fulfilled 
all the duties of domeftic life, in a mode almoft 
beyond example : fhe paid the moft implicit 
obedience to her hufband, whofe defigns did 
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not ^ude her penetration, though fhe had the 
prudence not to appear to fee them. 

About the year 1774, the Marquis de Bou- 
lainvilliers was attacked with a fiftula,. In the 
extremity of pain occa{i9ned by that diforder, 
and in a fit of devotion, he made a reUgious vow, 
that if it fhould pleg.fp.God to reftore him to 
health, he would -rriake -^ ;,pilgiimage to St, 
Ren^^e's, tP return .(Ijaflksi • • „ 

It is neceffary to explain to the Englifli reader, 
that in all Catholic countries this is very com- 
mon. Some faint is fuppofed to preiide over 
every diforder, and receive the patients, who 
in all dangerous cafes make offerings, and re- 
turn thanks at. the fhrine of that faint, whofe 
influence facilitated the cure. 

The Marquis's diforder was a fiflula. St. 
Reme's, a female, is the tutelar faint. Her 
complexion is rather dark, from whence fhe 
is probably called La Vierge Noir. She has a 
chapel appropriated to herfelf; her fhrine is 
profufely decorated, and fhe is habited in the 
richefl attire, finely embroidered and orna- 
paented with pearls and precious flones. In one 

hand 
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hand flic liolds a rofary, and in the other ^ 
lighted taper. Her figure is majeftic, her coun- 
tenance engaging and ferene. Thofe who pro- 
ftrate themfelves before her, always bring of- 
ferings, according to their circumftances, ex- 
preffive of their gratitude for the favors they, 
through her intereeflion, have received. This 
ceremony continues nine'days, from whence it 
is called Neuvenne: it is performed every morn- 
ing fafting ; mafs is faid, and fu'pplications are 
made to this virgin faint to grant the fupplicants 
.f^tijy thing that maybe beneficial ^o the^r inte-» 
reft. 

About this period the Marquis was preparing 
to fulfil his pious refolution, when Coquelin 
brought me an anfwer from my worthy mother, 
acquainting me with the circumftance, and af- 
furing me, at the fame time, that (he would 
fend for us immediately after his departure, 

What could have refrefhed his memory, and 
roufed his religious compulfions, after having 
lain dormant four years, I am at a lofs to deter- 
mine, unlefs the returning fymptoms of the 
fame diforder. 

Pleafed 



( ^39 ) 

Pleafed with the ;suifwer of my mother, and 
delighted to think, whatever might have beei; 
the intentions of her hufband, (he at leaft had 
not forgot me, I waited with impatience for 
the departure of the Marquis, which was not 
long after. 

The day fubfequent to his departure, my 
good mother performed her promife, and fent 
her coach to fetch us. She received us, on our 
arrival, with all the tendernefs of an afFeflionate 
parent, made us prefents of gowns, and enter- 
tained us very agreeably for three weeks, during 
the time of the penitent's pilgrimage, till news 
arrived that the Marquis was on his return. On 
this intelligence we were preparing to depart. 

The Marquis arrived three days after his let- 
ter, and fiirprized us juft as we were on the 
point of returning. Our worthy mother, per- 
ceiving his difpleafure, kindly undertook to fet- 
tle all differences, and pronriote a reconciliation. 
She made ufe of every means to win over the 
Marquis to her purpofe ; told him that we had 
wrote feveral letters, expreffing a defire to fee 
him before his departure, and wifh him a good 
journey. This worthy lady interceded fo fuc- 

cefsfully, 
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cefsfully, that a temporary reconciliation was 
efFcdled, and fhe obtained permiffion, with great 
difficulty, that we ihould flay two days longer. 

The next jnorning the Marquis came into 
my. chamber, and renewed his odiouj folicita- 
tion ; but finding me ftill impregnable to his 
attack, and giving him my ufual anfwer% he 
was quite exafperated, and gave the M^i^l^nefs 
many trivial reafons for our immediate <l;^ar- 
ture ; fuch as, that the coach could not be 
Ipared another day ; that he expected company, 
who would, have occafion for our chamber. 
The afFedion of the Marchionefs led her to 
make fome remonftrances, the reafonablenefs 
of which being unable to contradift, he flew 
into a paffion. Uneafy at beuig the caufe of 
this difturbance, my anxiety was obvious, 
and noticed by all the family, but particularly 
by the worthy Marchionefs and her daughters, 
who, on that account, treated me with parti-» 
cular kindnefs. 

There was no alternative ;' e^^ftulations and 
entreaties were equally ineffectual. We re- 
turned to the convent, where I ftill felt the 
ftrongeft propenfity to take the veik My com- 

y^ ' panioas 
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p:anions were all friendly, and the Abbefs a very 
worthy woman. I continued there, happily 
lituated, till the death of the Abbefs caufed a 
confiderable diminution in my felicity ; for moft 
of the long-ftanding penfioners, with whom I 
was in habits of familiarity, foon after her 
death quitted the convent. 

.r Ih^the year 1778, Mademoifelle dePafly, the 
Marchionefs's yoUngeft daughter, upon the eve 
of being married to the Vifcount de Tonneres, 
required us to be prefent at the ceremony, and 
prefeiited us with very elegant dreffes to appear 
in on the occafioh. The nuptials were folem- 
nized in the church of Saint Euftace, which 
was crowded by perfons of diftinftion of both 
(exes. We were placed in the church on each 
fide of Madame de Boulainvilliers, it being the 
cuftom in France for adopted daughters to be 
placed on each fide their mother during the ce- 
remony. This circumftance occafioned us to 
be particularly remarked, and we became after- 
wards the f\ibje6l of much converfation ; fome 
obferving, from the countenance and protedtion 
we experienced, that we fhould have fortunes 
equaj tQ the dignity of our birth, and (thanks 

to 
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i6 M^dcmoifciie de Pafly*s elegant prdfent) the 
brillianGe of our appearances 

Moniietir deFort dd Beaufort, who had been 
the means of bringing about the match between 
the Vifcount de Tonneres and Mademoifelle de 
Pafly, a gentleman who was naturally fond of" 
negociations of this nature, Came foon after to 
the Marquis and Marchionefs de Boukinvilliersy 
deputed by a young gentleman who wifr re-i 
ported to have been a natural fon of ix)uis the 
Fifteenth* His name I do not recoUeft, but 
his mother was a German B^ronefs, of the name 
of Kinkelle^ and fpent the remainder of her life 
in a convents I recoUeft once having feen this 
gentleman at the Opera .: he was about one and 
twenty years of age, and appeared to be vtry 
elegant and accomplifhed* 

The fubftance of this propofal wag, that as 
Mademoifelle Valois was without fortune, Ma- 
dame de Boulainvilliers (hould exert her influ- 
ence at court to obtain for him a lieutenancy in 
cafe he'fhould marry hen This accompliihed, 
and his intereft ftrengthened by his connexion 
with the family of Boulainvilliers, he would 

make 
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itiabe vigorous efforts to recover the pofleffion* 
of my anceftora. It is doubtlefs unneceffary to 
hint,, eyen to the Englifh reader, that, by the 
civil lavr which prevails upon the continent, 
contrads of mafriage are frequently made be- 
tween the parents or guardians, without the 
children having any knowledge of the tranfac-^ 
tion. 

Monfieur de Fort de Beaufort hsid permiflion 
of the Marchioaefs to fpeak to me of this cir- 
cumftance^ in her prefence. He availed him* 
felf of this permiflion, and alked me if I fhould 
have any objedlion to this young gentleman for 
an huiiband. Upon my expreffing no great dif- 
inclination to the propofal, my worthy mother 
wifhed to put every thing in a train for com- 
pletion, and, to avoid expence, proposed Ifhat 
the wedding fhould be kept at the caftle at Pafly ; 
but my good friend the Marquis, ever ready to 
marr the benevolent intentions of the Marchio- 
nefs, ever anxious to thwart the defigns of thofe 
who wiihed to render me fervice, would hear 
nothing of this propofition, and declared that he 
did not chufe to concern himfelf with the mat- 
ter. In confequence of fuchadeclaration, neither 
* this, 
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, tbis, nor any future propofal,. tppk effedl, il\f/-» 
ing my continuance at his houfe./ 

* • * • 

Madiajne de Bmilairr;)^illiers^ ekpreffed mTCh^ 
regret on this occafion, but endeavoured fo con- 
fole mjfi ^' Marriage, my dear child," feid that- 
worthy mother, •^ is perhaps not fa very .eli-^ 
gible as your youthful imagination may fugg^ft :- 
but you fee I am not to blame in this bufinefsy 
which I have not been backwafd ill prbdiofirigy 
becaufe I found it agreeable to your wifhes,.* 
Don't make yourfelf uneafy under this difap-s^ 
pointment. Confidcr, when you marry, you 
fubjeft yourfelf to a mafter ! Were I, my dear,, 
in your fituation, I would not think of chang- 
ing my name." 

*^ For thefe very reafbns, my dear mother,^* 
replied I, " which you have juft given me, I 
conceived an inclination to take the veil, hoping 
in a few years after to be made an Abbefs, by 
which means I might enjoy the plgafures of fo- 
ciety, and preferve my name ;" adding, " that 
I now only waited the qonfent of my dear mother 
to commence a religieufey The Marchipnefs, 
finding me ftill -prefs my requeft, changed the 

converfation, 
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Cohveffation^ and fpoke no more to me on thtf 
fubjedt of marriage* 

About fix weeks after we returned to our 
convent, which did not appear fo agreeable as 
before. Ever3A thing feetned to wear a new fece ; 
all was dull, infipid, andtaftelefs; from mix- 
ing with the gay circles of Paris, amidft the 
continued rbund of diveffions^ in the elegancies 
of politer life, ill could I reconcile rnyfelf f o the 
chfearlefs glooiA of a cbnvent. I experieilced a 
change which I know not how to exprefs : my 
heart panted for the fcenes I had quitted. 
Whirled in the vortex of diffipation, for a mo^ 
knent I forgot my refolution of taking the veil. 

A.fe^^ weeks reconciled me* The tumul- 
tuous ideas- which filled mybofom, at my firft 
Sjreturn to the convent^ began to fubfide. I faw 
the luxury bf the metropolis, and the buftle of 
the great world, through their proper medium. 
My companions were anxious, by their affidui* 
ties, to diffipate my melancholy ; they fuc- 
ceeded, and iity peace returned* . * 

The family of BoulainvilliefS was now fre- 
quently at Paris, and launching out into all the 
Vol. I. L luxury 
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luxury of perfbns of diftindion. We had the 
mortification to feel the inadequacy pf ouf pen- 
fion to partake with the young ladies in their 
fafhionable araufem^nts ; and after a fhort yifit 
to Pafly, my .mother ftrongly oppofing my in* 
clinations of tailing the veil, I was induced to 
liften to a propofalmade by my iifter, of retiring 
to a convent at 'Bar fur Aube, where our pen- 
fion would .be juft fufficient to fupport us. 

After having taken a dutiful farewell of our 
dear and honorcd\mother, .^id bidding a refpeft- 
ful adieu to thofe friends whofe attention chal- 
lenged our gratitude, frienda whom we could 
not leave without regret, we were conduced 
by Monfieur Denis and his wife, (wh^^ during 
our fix weeks vifit on the marriage of Made- 
moifelle de Pafly,. (hewed us many civilities) to 
Nogen, from whence we took a plaga in the 
diligence, which conveyed us dire£tly to Bar 
fur Aube, where we entered a convent belpng- 
ing to the Benediftine order, 

« 
Here we teceived many vifitors in the heigh* 

bourhood, who came to pay their compliments. 

They made entertainments on our accdeat, jsfnd 

feemed to exprefs their joy at feeing us^- by the 

/ elegant 



elegant variety of amufements they prepared id 
welcdtiie our arrival. Since they had heard of 
bur receptiail at court, and of our dorineftiori 
with the Marchionefs de Boulainvilliers, to 
whom we gratefully attributed the fplendor of 
that reception, all feejned to vie with each other 
who fliduld pay ttS the greateft attention. We 
were even foUcited by ntWiiy to i-efidei in their 
koufes, that we might more cointtiodioufly en- 
joy the entertainments preparfed for tis^ which 
were; iii fadl* as far as the country would per- 
tnitj one continued rouind of diverfion. 

In the niidft of the hoiile of itierrimeht, I 
wasi not inattentii^e to the cries of the opprefled. 
The Countefs de Lignevillej detained by letter 
d^ czkhtii had been cruelly treated by thofe 
re/tgiotii; who ihould^ from the mild diftates 6f 
Chriftianityi hive learned a better leffoti than 
that of perfecutiojrt. I remembered that 1 my- 
felf had beeri once expofed to the outrage of 
calamity^ the fport 6f every blaft* 1 hid been 
inyfelf the viAiih of oppreflion ; and ajlverfity 
tends to meliorate the heart. I refolved to in- 
tereft myfelf in her favor. I had not been more 
than eight days in the cloiftdr, before I faw how 
much this unfortunate lady was opptefled. She 

L i had 
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had written to* her friends, who had beerf ^S 
unfeeling as the religious*^ and the negledt of 
thofe who (hould proteft her, inftead of incliit- 
ing them to the kinder office* of c<5nfolation, 
which religion didiates, was a fandlion for con- 
tinuing their oppreflion. Her fituation de- 
manded my compaffion, and I gave full and ex- 
plicit information of their conduft to her female 
relations. To the Countefs de Buffoit, her cou- 
fin, \\4ionx I had very often the honor of feeing 
at Paris, the Due de Deux Ponds, and her bro- 
ther the Count de Ligneville, 1 wrote a very 
clear and unexaggerated ftatement of the Coun- 
tefs's grievances, conjuring them to intereft 
themfelvcs. in procuring her redrefs with all' 
poffible expedition ; and they did me the honor 
to anfwer . me immediately ^ affuring me that 
there Ihould be an .alteration^ 

About a fortnight after, the Countefs dc 
ligneville wa& feiit back to Ligny, in Lorraine, 
to a convent of the Auguftines, where (he was 
treated with much greater lenity, and had li- 
berty to go out to any part within the confines 
of the town. I have' had the pleafure of feeing 
her feveral times fince, and fhe has exprefled 

her 
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" her thanks for the favors flie received, which 
Oie gratefully attributed to my interceffion. 

Madame de Boulainvilliers, who, from her 
rank, had a very extenfive acquaintance, had 
given us letters of recommendation, through 
which we were univerfally well - received. 
Among thofe with whom we were more parti- 
cularly intimate, was Madame Claufle de Sure- 
mont, aunt to Monfieur de la Motte, of whom 
hereafter I fhall have much to fay^ This lady, 
by her infinuating addrefs and amiable manners, 
foon found means to give us a 4i%nft to the 
convent : in fhort, flie enticed us away ta board 
at her houfe, where we were very elegantly 
entertained at four hundred livre? per annum. 

In fmall towns, inhabited^ by a £t.vj families, 
who think themfelves equal, if not faperior to 
their neighbours^ envy is no| unconimon, and 
fcandal too frequently predominant,— To illuf- 
trate this jaffertion,, I muflr obferve, that many 
of jthpfe who viiited us at our convent, now 
fuddenly declined their vifits. Difpleafed at our 
rejedling their folicitations, and giving the pre- 
ference to Madame de Suremont, they whif- 
pered their furprize that . we Ihould rgeft fo 

L3 many 
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many offers of elegant houfes and better accom- 
modations, and at Jengjth take yp our refidencq 
in, what they were pleafed to term, the worft. 
When v/p went to the aflemblies, which were 
indee4' very frequent at Bar fur Aube, where, 
though but thinly inhabited, every family vieci 
with each other in luxury and diffipation, fcan- 
dal was bufy with whifpers, and they feemecj 
to drop their private diffentions, delighting in 
any ridicule agaihft Madame de Suremont, 
lAy fift'er, and';^yfelf. 

Madame de^Sliremont faw their behaviour, 
and took occafipn to remark, that, far from be- 
ing ch9:grine4, fhe was fenfible they paid her ^ 
compliment. She treated us with particular: 
complaifance, anticipated all Qur wifhes, and ac-^ 
commodated us with every thing we had occa- 
fipn for. Being a woman of fpirit, and fond of 
amufements, Ihe fpared no expence at her, en- 
tertainments, over which flie did us the honor 
to appoinj: us prefidents ; and the young people 
iiVthe neighbourhood exprefled their fatisfaftioa 
by a numerous and conftant attendance. 

Soprie time after, we paid our relpects.to the 
Bilhop of Langres, where we continued only 
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a few days, but were treated with tKe greatcft' 
cordiality and the utmdft politenefs. From 
thence we vifited the Barbnefs de Pontcher, to" 
whom we we're recommended by our friend 
Madame de Chabert : here we' were not re- 
ceived with that politenefs' we cxpeded, which 
the extreme age of the Barbnefs, then almoft^ 
ah huAdred years old/ and the- {ubfcquent apo-' 
logy for her condiift, fiifficiently excufed. The' 
dorripany were at dinner when we cht'cired ; but* 
the Baroriefs neglecting even' to alk us to'' be 
feated,- we immediately fet off from de Chaffiey 
their villa, to the Countefs de Vilbertin's, about 
eight leagiies diftant. We arrived about fix 
o'clock in' the evfeningj^and the politenefs of 
that lady*s reception madie zrhplt amends for the 
liifappointment we experienced iii the? forrijer. 

After paffihg a week at the Countefs de' Vil-* 
t)ertin*s, we returnedto Bur fiif Aiibe, where 
we recommenced our ufuardiverfions. Amohsrfl 
many other fpeeies of amufement, wefrequentiy 
performed comiedies, in one of which I engaged 
to take a part. .The evening appointed for ther 
•reprefentation of this play approaching, it be- 
came neceffary that J fhould lofe no time in 
Preparation. M. de la Motte, an officer in the 
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Gens d'Armes, and nephew of Madame de Sure* 
mont, being on a yifit to Bar fur Aube, acquired 
great reputation for his perforrnance, and be- 
came reraarke4 for his affiduity and attentipn tq 
pleafe. The part of a valet was affigned to hin», 
and that of a waitii^g-piaid tq me 5 we diT 
vided thp applaufe of the company, for having, 
as they >vere pl^fed to exprefs, fu^ained our 
charafters with fo much propriety. This enr 
couragcment excited my partiality for ^ diverfion 
to ' which I had already a predileftion, and in 
lyhicb M. de la Motte alfo difplayed great tafte, 

From the moment of our firft interview, 
M. de la Motte paid me very particular ^n4 
pointol attention : he eagerly feized pvery op- 
portunity of (hewing me how fol;pitou5 he vva§ 
to pleafe : his compliments were not glaring^ 
but of that delicate nature which could only 
proceed from the genuine didate? of an honeft 
heart. Elegant in perfon and manners, infi- 
nuating in addrefs, ^the honorable intention 
which he manifefted could not prove difagree- 
able to me : I liftened, and, \yhat jsj I believe, 
generally the confequence where any of oiir fex , 
Ijften to the perfuafions of youth, elegance, an4 
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aqcompliihments in the otheri vi^^s not at ^ 
great diftance from loving ^him. 

At length mutual attention produced mutual 
afFeftion. The obfervations of the men on this 
fubjeft, however they might be pleafing to M. 
de }a Motte, I fhall not repeat, but content rny-f 
ijblf with obferving, that*, 1(pme, of the womcA 
X.egarded me as an obj«£t of envy, -. . ' 

Madame de Suremont percdyed the growing 
attachments of her nephew, and • adbrded him 
every opportunity of urguig his. fuit. . She fre- 
quently left ^ u^ togetljLcr when the company 
were gone, engaging M. de la Motte to remaii\ 
and write out my parts, and give me inftruc- 
tjons in adting thern. 

, Young and inexperienced, let me anticipate 
the objeftions of prudery, and obviate them by 
my replies. Was it confiftent with the delicacy 
Qf the female character, that I Ihould permit a 
young i^an to be alone with me, at fuch hours^ 
and uppu fuch pretences ? At that period, un- 
cpnfcipu3 pf guilt, I was confequently unac- 
quainted with fear. My heart, filled with the 
pleafure it received from his converfation, 

taught 



taught me to believe that I was not afting 
wrong ; and that Madame dc Suremont wouM 
not have permitted thefe interviews, if fhe had 
thought otherwife, 

I will ingenuoufly cohfbfs, that I loved M. 
de la Motte. He poffeffed a- fincerity of^* heart' 
feldom to be found, but in the country, blended 
with thofe polifhed manner^ which* are not often.^ 
excelled in the metropolis. He feized every 
opportunity;of fendcring hirhfelf agreeable, and 
I had every reafbn to lupp6fe he entertained fa- 
vorable fentimerits forme, at leaft Iwiihed fb'; 
and the gradation is fonaturd, that it will noj^ 
appear ftrange if I believed it^ 

M. de la Motte, 1 had Tdmarfced f^r fdmcr 
days, appeared thoughtful and melancholy ; 
biit, as he had never communicated to me the 
caiife, though I was uneafy at the effeft of it,* 
I forbore to make enquiry. He adyifed me to 
go to Paris to fee my brother, and to make 
known his pki'etenfions to the Marchioni^fs, my; 
worthy mother, and endeavour to obtain ' her 
confcnt to our union. Fearful' that breaking 
this matter fuddenly to the Marehioriefs, aftet 
having carripd it on fo far without her know- 
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ledge, might give her ofFence, I hefitated fomc 
time ere I could form a refolution to acquaint 
her ; but, trufting to her goodnefs, I at length 
yielded to his arguments in favor of a determi- 
nation, which was alfo confbnant to the dic- 
tates of my own heart. 

When I had refdlved on a jouf ney to Paris, 
Avhich highly gratified M. de la Motte, I left 
him, to write a letter to Madame de Boulain- 
villiers and my^ brother^ informing the Mar- 
phionefs, .that having heard of my brother's 
arfival, and anxious to fee him, I fliould be at 
Paris ^he Saturday following, by eight o'clock. 
The interval was occupied by M.'de la Motte 
jn giving me direftipns for .my behaviour, and 
parneftly preffing me' to return as foon^as pof- 
iible, and complete his happinefs by the cele- 
bration of the nuptials. 

•jSTot a fingle perfon in the houfe, not even 
jXiy fifter, was acquainted with what was in 
agitation. The attentions of M.. de la Motte 
^ad long been obferved, and our marriage was 
jvhilpered only as a conjecture. 
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On the Wcdnefday following, about thraq 
in the jjaorning, I fet off in the diligence, 
aijd after a very tedious and difagreQable jour- 
ney, over roads which at once prove the neglect 
of the government and the jxi.tieuce pf the people, 
I arrived near Paris, and found Juha, the Mar- 
chionefs's firft woman, waiting with a coach a^ 
the gate de Saint Antoine. I was not a little 
pleafed at being fb nev the ei>d of my journey, 
and felt no regret at quitting niy difagreeable 
vehicle, for one which conveyed me to th^ 
Hotel de 3oulainvilliers. 



I was impatient to fee my brother, but I was 
disappointed ; he had received orders to join his 
department at Breft, This intelligence Julia 
did not give me, and probably fhe had received 
injunctions from the Marchionefs to conceal it, 

Madame de Boulainvilliers received me with 
that cordiality and affedtion with which the ten- 
dereft of mothers would receive her daughter, 
after a long abfence. She told me, that my 
brother would not have written to inform me 
of his arrival, if it could have been forefeen 
how foon he was to depart. This information 

gave 
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gave me much uneafinefs, which Madame de 
Boulainvilliers, who fecmed delighted to fee me, 
ufed every affiduity to diffipate. How different 
was the reception of this amiable mother to 
that of her hufband ! The Marquis de Boulain- 
villiers, whom I faw but a fhort time, received 
me with coldnefs andindifFerence ; but this was 
entirely obliterated by the kindnefs and con- 
defcenfion of the Mafchionefs. 

The evening was occupied by many ques- 
tions which the Marchionefs de Boulainvilliers 
a&ed me relative to Bar fur Aube, concerning 
our reception^ and the diveriions and entertain- 
ments of the place, I took advantage of this 
opportunity to mention the con>edy. I per- 
ceived, from her winking at Madame de Ton- 
neres, her daughter, that (he had had fome 
private correfpondent in .that place, who had 
informed her of more than I knew, and that 
the information I gave them was by no means 
novel. This did not a little furprize me. 

A day or two after they refumed this topic, 

^nd Madame de Tonneres aflced me what was 

the charafter which I played. I told her that 

<£ a waiting-maid. She feemed furprized that 

' Iftiould 



I fliould chufe a pistft li^^^ that, .wiben there wtte 
many others for which I was much better 
adapted; " But whoV*. faid Maidaine de Bou-' 
lainvilliers, " Was thd j^uit^ man who played 
the part of Jafmin ? I^ he i youiig man ? Pray 
how old k he ? " I couM not well comprehend 
the drift of thefe queftiofls, whith, lifeVerthelefs,' 
I found myfelf conftrained to attfwer/ *^ He i^ a 
young gentleman," replied I^* ^.^ ^Ui> has* a: 
commiffion in the Gens d'Armfes ;'* aijd gav& 
them information r^fpe(9:ing his' family. ** And 
what do you think of him ? '* " That he has? 
a pleafing addrefs, is much of a geflitlemari, and 
has received a very good education ; underftands 
mufic, dances to perfeflion ; every body gives 
him the charader of being a very Sccomplifhed 
young man, and that he played his charafter 
like an expejrienced afltor.'* Perceiving me 
warm in my encomiurtis, the Mafchionefs 
fmiled. Her daughter obferted it, and they 
exchanged fome very fignificant glances with 
^ach others Madame de Boulainviilliers reftimed 
her queftioris. " Prayj my dear,** faid fhci- 

. ** who wrote your parts, and rehearfed with 
you?" " Monfieur de la Motte ! my dear 

• mamma," replied L— They then ceafed to 
queftion me any morcj that day^ concernliig 

Monfieur 
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Mcnfieurdela Motte ; and, to avoid giving n» 
any fufpioions, changed the fnbjeft of the con* 
verfation. 

Madame de Boulainvilliers defired the Works 
of Racine, to be brought, from which ihe 
alked roe to recite fomc paflagps apparently ta 
judge of the manner in which I playd them^ 
but in faft to introduce in occafion q£ fpeaking . 
of Monfieur de la Motte. /* And fo he is very 
jvell bred'' interrupted the Marchionefs ; * ' Mon- 
fieur de la Motte is very accomplilhed ?'* *^ Yes 
my dear Mamma." Then is he not, interro- 
gated ihe, badly calculated for the part of 
Jafmin?" **It may not be perhaps perfectly 
confona^t to his addrcfs, neverthelefs he filled 
it *extreniely well.'^ *' Does he often engage' 
you to dance with him?** *'Hc never, my 
dear Mamma, replied I, dance^ without me."' 
Madame de Tonneres, with whom I wa& 
frequently left alone, examined me yet liiore; 
clojfely than Madame de Boulainvilliers; the 
age of the former lady being never to mine, g^ve 
her an opportunity of prying much clofer into 
my affairs. ^' 'What (laid flite in a tone of 
raillery) did this prefumptuous wretch ever 
safpire to be your hufband?" " Oh, yes ! he 

propofed 
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propofed demanding me in marriage by tii§ 
mother, at the fame time informing me of hia 
fortune and ^Kpedtandes/' *' And what anfwer 
did you make, rtiy dear ?^^ ^^That I would beg! 
Madaitie de Boulainvilliers to give hfer confent, 
replied I/' ** But did you ittaker birti no pro-*' 
mifes a£ your own acdbrd ? and are yoU really 

partial to him ? ^^ "I anfwered theft q\ieftioris 
in the affirmative/^ " Well then, rny dear^ 
(replied flie) from yotfr approbation, I will be-* 
lieve him worthy of your love/" ^' Then dd 
me the favour (replied I) t6 reprefeht myaflfcc-* 
tion to my dear mother, at fome convenient 
opportunity, when I am not prefent, and you 
may, if you pleafe, inform her, at the fame time, 
that Monfieur de la Lucerne, bifhop 6f Langres, 
'can give her every information of the family, 
with which he is well acquainted, and indeed is 
requefted by the mother of Monfieur de li 
Motte to demand me in marriage/* 

It muft be obferved, that I had wrote to that 
reverend prelate, intreating him. to make ufe of 
'his intereft with the Marchionefs, and a Lady 
of my acquaintance had advifed me to repofe in 

him the greateft confidence, that he might 
have it in his power to argue clofely with Ma- 
dame 
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a^tae de Boulainvilliers. I indeed had ofteil 
thought of the propriety of this meafure, and 
had as often deferred it, till at length I thought 
it beft to determine by the advice of a female 
friend^ who, not immediately intefefted, could 
give me the beft direftions, Madame de Ton- 
neres kindly undertook my Caufe with the 
Marchionefs^ who having my happincfs at hearty 
wifhedme, in a matter which could but once be 
refolved on, to take time for deliberation. 

*' Be not, my dear (laid that amiable andfenfi- 

ble lady) in love with a man merely becaufe in 

» the fame play he has performed the part of a 

lover; perhaps your iniagination has been 

warmed by the charaiSleryou played in concert. 

Ah^ my dear child! abfenceis thetouchftone of 

true love ; fuffer this young man to leave the 

country, examine your fentiments, and weigh 

them Weil.; feparation may perhaps efface your 

partiality $ but if you find your afFe£lions abfo- 

lutely engaged, aiTiire yourfelf that I fhall be the 

laft perfon to dppofe your happinefs^ if happinefs 

caa be found in the marriage *ftate ; but put your 

lover to the teft ; confider if he has no eflential 

defeft which the blindnefs of paflion may have 

overlooked. ^ 

Vol. t M - Thu5 
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Thus did this tender and affedionate m6ther 
who probably felt herfelf that marriage was not 
the happieft ftate in the world, though ihe had 
the prudence to conceal it, endeavour by argu- 
ments, clothed in accents of maternal tendernefs, 
to perfuade me to deliberate well before I entered 
into an engagement, the moft folemn, the 
moft important; an engagement which con- 
ftitutes either the joys of heaven, or the keeneft 
tortures of the infernal world. 

Though Madame de Bouhinvilliers, feemed 
rather to diffuade me froni "my purpofe than 
confent to its accomplifhment, fhe neverthelefs 
confented to write to the Bifliop of Lahgrfe^ 
who the very next evening paid heravifit ; that 
lady was pleafed with the opportunity of forttx- 
ing an acquaintance with a man of fuch abilities 
and merit. As fooh as he arrived I made my 
obedience and retired, leaving him and the 
Marchionefs to their private conference* 

I was in no fmall degree of anxiety to learn 
the refult of a negotiation to me of fuch im* 
portance, yet was at a lofs of whom to inquire. 
The next morning I was relieved from fulpencc^ 
and received a letter from the reverend prelate 

informing 
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inforriiirig me of their converfation th6 evening 
before ; he gave me fonie hopes of obtaining the 
tonfent of the Mai*ehionefs ; as to the Marquis 
he deelafcd that he would haVe nodaing to do 
in making marriages, that he ihould not trouble 
himfelf in giving any advice, but that he thought 
Mifs Valois was a giddy young girl ; he never 
mentioned the fiibjeft to them again, but he 
pafl'ed his jokes on me, faying, with a fneer, 
*' Don't expedl my confent, for I Ihall neveF 
give' it/* 

Madame de BoulainviUiers togaged me to 
continue with her a month, but being anxious to 
return, I pleaded in favour of my -departure the 
moft efFeftual excufe to a lady of her religious 
fentiments, that I was conftrained on the laft 
day of Eafter to take the communion at B^r 
fur Aube. Madame de BoulainviUiers fignified 
her approbation ; (he took me to the Tenebrae 
of Longchamps to the Concerto Spirituale^ and 
to every other plaCe where fhe thought I might 
be amufed ; after many maternal admonitions 
]fhe bid me an afFedionate adieu, and prefented 
me with twelve louis topaymy expenceson th© 
road« 

Ma My 
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My relu(9:ance at parting with my afFe<9:ionaf e 
liiother, , was increafed by the mortification of 
not feeing my brother, and returning without 
the coiifeiit of the Marchionefs, which, though 
the exprefs objeft of my journey, I could not 
coafiftently with delicacy or duty, prefs any 
farther, left I. fhould appear too precipitately to^ 
rejeft her prudent advice, and incur, in her opi- 
nion alfo, the imputation of giddinefs^ 

My return to Bar fur Aube was much more 
agreeable than my journey to Paris, I had 
Written to my fifter and Monfieur de la Motte, ta 
apprize them of my arrival, who met me about 
two leagues from Bar fur Aube, at a beautiful 
feat, the refidence of Monf. de la Motte*^s mother.. 
That Gentleman had advanced on horfeback as 
far- as Vendhurft, a fmall village about three 
leagues from Bar fur Aube. 

' The news of my departure, and the intent of 
my journey had tranfpired, and extended to the 
village ; every one fpoke of fny marriage with 
vMonfieur de la Motte. It was whifpered that 
Mademoifelle de Valois was returned with the 
confent of her brother and Madame de Boulain- 
viUiers, to folemnize this marriage ; all received 

h 
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me with as much pleafure as if, inftead of z 
week, I had beeij abfent a year. 

Monfieur de la Motte received jne • with the 
inoft heartfelt fatisfaftioa^ but his counteiiance 
leemed to fpeak a degree of anxiety ; his plea- 
fure was damped by a:fearful . anticipatioh of 
futurity : he feared th^ it wa$ the inteu i:\cn of 
Madame de Boulainvilliers to have raarried me 
to fome other hufbaad, aud trembled for the 
fuccefs of my embafiy ; he read in my counte- 
nance th^t all was not as it fliould be, v/hile the 
words which dropt from Madame de Boulain- 
yilliers made nie doubtful whether I fhould be 
able to obtdn her eonfent. The uneafinefs 
3tvhich on this account overfpread my counter 
jiance, was intelligible only jto MonjSeur de la 
Motte, by whofe advice, and to obviate every 
objection, I was prevailed upon to take the only 
ilep prudence dictated in {o delicate : and eni'- 
barrafling a circumftance, ^ ' 

My peij was the inftruiaenbt by which I dif- 
clofed a fecret ray timidity could never iaff^r 
my tongue to difcover ; I immediately v/rote to 
Madame de BoulainviUiers three fucceeding let- 
ters, intreatingher to companionate my dillrefs, 

M-^ ana 
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fCi\A to let her confent grace our union. I 
alfo wrote to the Bifliop of Langres, intreating 
that worthy Prelate, who before had done me 
fignal fervice to intercede with the Marchionef§ 
in my behalf. 

The interceffion of the Bifhop I was confident 
would have its due weight, which, added to the 
fenfibility of my worthy mother, who I hoped 
would coincide with what could not be altered, 
at length produced that confent fe eflential to 
m|f future happinefs. 

My applications took up. feme time, and the 
interval between them and their fuccefs was tq 
me a fituation of fb much anguifh of mind, that 
I find language as inadequate to convey any idea 
of, as I to defcribe the Joy I felt on being relieved 
from fuch anxiety. I Kad no confident, my 
, tmeafinefs was unknown to my fifter, nay I con- 
cealed it froni M. de k Motte. The approba- 
tion of Madame de Boulainvilliers haying now 
given a fandtion to our proceedings, an early day 
was appointed by the advice of khc friends of 
M. de la Motte for the celebration of the nup-j 
ti^ls, 

, Monfieur 
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Monfieur de Boulainvilliers having refufed to 
Ijc my guardian, we appointed Monfieur Ar- 
njinot, Lord of Bouchemin, mycoufin, to ftand 
in his place, and I was married, according to 
the cuftom of that province, at n>idnight ; the 
church tvas mugh crowded; my poor fiftdr was 
far from congratulating nje on this occafion, as 
Ihe had iijibibed a ftraftge prefentiment that my 
roarriage would not prove an happy on?, 

The day after our marriage, a grand dinner 
was given by Madame de Suremoht. The^- 
t^rtainment was profufejy elegant, There were 
two tables, one in the anti-chamber, and the 
other in the dining-room. Every apartment 
was open, and very foon crowded : the health 
of the bride was an apology for drinking wine as 
though it had been water. When they quitted, 
the table, all were defirous to falute and wifh 
me joy. The remainder of the day w^s fpeat 
ifi daficine. 

The banns of marriage had been publiflied at 
Fontette, which made the peafants of that place 
curious to know the day. They came in great 
numbers to Bar fur Aube, with an intention of 
i^eing the ceremony, and remained there fome 

M 4 days.. 
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days. Among thefe there came two men and a 
woman, who begged pcrmiffion of Madame de 
Siiremont to fee Monfieur and Madame de la 
Motte. On her interrogating them who they 
were, they replied, that they caine frqm Fon- 
tette, '^ And we are people whom Madame 
de Valois, who is lately married, .if flie knew 
we were here, would receive well/' • Being in-r 
formed of this circumftance, I went to receive 
thefn, and found they were two brothers and a 
lifter, on my mother- s fide, by fecond marriage. 
I received them cordially : they, reprobatpd 
much the conduct of their fifter, who, they 
faid, had behaved unworthily, ^^ But, Madame^ 
you will, notwithftanding, do us the honor of 
fj)eaking to you ! How does Madenioifelle de 
Saint Remy, your fifter ? We have no other 
view in coming to fee you, than to be honored 
with the name of relation, though we confefs 
ourfelves unworthy of that honor. We know 
what our fifter made you fufFer, when in this • 
country fome years ago, but ihe was afliamed 
to come again to Fontette ; fhe knew fhe would 
meet the reproach ftie merited, for cruelty to 
her children. Suffer us. Madam, notwithftand- 
ing, to falute you, aiJtd wifli you joy, on the 

prefent 



( '69 ) 

prefent occafion."-— They did fo, aad departed, 
pleafed with their reception.. 

Soon after another peafant, a^ very comely 
young man, came to Madame de Sufemont, an4 
enquired bluntly for Mademoifellc Filliette, a 
jiame by which my fifter had formerly been 
known in the country, " I know no fuch per- 
fon!'' replied flie. *' What do you mean by 
Mademoifelle Filliette ?'' '' Why, Madame,'^ 
replied the clown, '* the fifter of Mademoifelle 
de St. Remy^ who is juft married. Pleafe to 
tell her that I am Cojas^ of Fontette ; fhe will 
y€colle<a me.' * 

Madame de Suremont communicated this to 
my fifter ,^ who, out of compaffion for the un- 
fortunate ruftic, refufed to fee him, left fuch 
an interview Ihould make him more unhappy* 
Durand, indeed, to detain my lifter in the 
country, had promifed her in marriage to this 
pealant, whofe appearance was greatly in his 
favor ; but ftie had never confented to this pro- 
pofal, nor given him any encouragement. The 
repetition of her birth by the people in the 
neighbourhood, as I have beforfe mentioned, 
had kindled in the bol^m of Marianne hopes of 

an 
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an alliance more confonant to her ideas, more 
coafiftent with her birth. Far from defpifing 
this poor creature, (he wiflied to avoid giving 
him pain. Shd begged me to fpeak to him : I 
did fo. ** Good day, my dear friend ! What 
are your commands with my fifter ? *' ^' I wifli, 
Madame," replied he, " to have the honor of 
paying my re^efls to her. She is of the fartie 
age; we have ftood fponfors together; and 
Monfieur Durand, her god-father, has promifed 
me that 1 (hall marry her. But her fprtune is 
changed ; . fhe is feow Mademoifelle de Valois ; 
and I am nbt quite fuch a fool to think that fhe 
will have me for her hulband, as fhe is defeended 
from the blopd royal : but I wifh to have the 
pleafure of feeing her in her fine clbaths ; for I 
am fure," continued he, burfling into tears, 
** fhe^is very handfome ! '*— I could not help 
fhedding a tear of pity fpr this honefl ruflip, 
and admiring the genuine fimplicity of nature* 
His grief, however, was not to be alleviated : 
the prefence of my fifler would but have in- 
creafed his mifery ; at leaft fhe thought fo, and. 
could not be prevailed upon to fee him. Find- 
ing himfelf without hope, he went home again,, 
murmuring at what he termed the falfe-heart- 
ednefs of his miftrefs. 

Soon 
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Soon after, 1 aceompanied my fifter to Pon- 
tettjC, where, it being Sunday, we went to 
mafs. All the peafants, at our eAtrance, rofe 
from their feats, and defired that the Curate 
Ihould do us honor, as the children of the Baron 
de St. Remy, their lord. We received the holy 
water in the feat of the L#ord, the confecrated 
bread, and afterwards the mafs ; the bells were 
rung, and every one teftified their joy on our 
arrival. ^ They crowded about the houfe where 
we were : we ordered them fix livres apiece, for 
which they teftified their gratitude by drinking 
pur healths, and the health of the Baron Saint 
Remy de Valois, and his fafe return.> They 
then conduced me to the manfipn of my an- 
ceftors, and round the grounds of the patrimo- 
nial eftate. . This manfion, this noble eftate, 
thought I to myfelf, might have been poffeffec^ 
by the defcendants of thofe who acquired it by 
^ralor, and enjoyed it with hofpitality. I la- 
jnented the ravages of luxury : I thought of 
the credulity and eafy temper of my father, who 
fecrificed every thing to the extravagancies of 
his wife. Was it not for thefe, he might have 
maintainied the dignity of his anceftors, and his 
miferable offspring might have uniformly fuf- 
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taincd that appearance to which they wer6 by 
birth entitled. ' 

Some time fubfequent to my marriage, I 
xnifcarried" of twins, which both died. For 
fix daj^s my recovery was uncertain*; but the 
ftrength of my conftitution, however, at length 
got the better, and, as fbon as I was able, I re- 
turaed vifits of thanks to all thole families \x\ 
town who had treated me with the greateft po- 
iitenefs and regard. Monfieur de la Motte, 
whofe leave of . abfence dxpired on the firft of 
-July, was obliged Jtp fet out for I^uneville, 

I enjoyed, after this fevere illnefs, much 
better health than I had ever experienced before, 
I became more embonpoint^ and -my complec* 
tion refumed its ufual colour ; my mind was 
much more eaiy, and I entered into the diver- 
iions of the place with all the pleafure of a re- 
covered tranquillity. 

About this time I was agreeably furprized by 
the return of my hufband, who had proc,ured 
frefh leave of abfence. Three months infenfibly 
glided away, when the day of his departure ar- 
rived. Nothing particular paffed during this 

interval. 
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interval, but quitting the houfe of Madame de 
Suremont, and refiding for fome time with 
Madame de la Motte. When my hufband de- 
parted for Luneville, he left me in his journey 
at St. Nicolas, at the houfe of Madame Mail- 
fort, wife of an old officer in the Gens d' Armes, 
with whom Monfieur de la Motte's father. had 
formerly been intimate, to whom he had pre- 
vioufly written, begging her to look out for 
fome eligible apartment in a convent, for my 
reception, 

Madame Mailfort, who had lately loft her 
hufband, had not yet been able to .find a con- 
vent to her mind, though flie had made two of 
three applications ; in confequence of which 
we fet out, directed by chance, to a convent of 
the Benedidines, where I enquired if there 
would not foon be a vacancy, and was informed 
there woi^ld be one in a fortnight. The va- 
cancy accordingly happened, and I joined this 
fociety of Benediftine ladies, paying a penfion 
^of three hundred livres per annum. 

My refidence in this convent was very agree- 
able : I had many friends, but I had alfo fome 
enemieSr Envy and malice are, perhaps, in 
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feme c6nvents, as prevalent as in the circles ot 
the drawing-room ; fcandal was biify with my 
reputation, and there were not wanting thoie 
who even doubted whether I was ' teally the 
wife of Monfieur de.la Mdtte. A female friend 
informed me of thef? fufpicions, and advifed me 
to depofit the cbrtificate of my marriage with 
the Bifhop of Nancy, that it might be referred 
to, without my feeming to. fuppofe that they 
fcruplcd it, and that it might not be imagined 
my friend had betrayed their fecrets. I availed 
myfelf of this advice, and inftantly fent to Ma- 
dame de la Motte, begging her to fend me toy 
marriage regifter, per return of poft. On my 
receiving it, I put it into the hands of the Su- 
perior, who advifed nae, left her conduft fhould 
create any difturbance, to fend it myfelf to the 
Bilhop, who, on its receipt, wrote a letter to 
the Superior, informing her, that if any of the 
ladies had any doubt concerning Madame de la 
Motte, they were at liberty to perufe her mar-r 
riage extraft, at that time in his poffeflion* 
The moment the Superior communicated thi^ 
intelligence, every difturbance ceafed, and all 
was quiet. Thefe religious j heartily forry for 
their ill-grounded fufpicions, now a£ted a very 
different part. They endeavoured to make me 
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ameAcls, ^y every attention, every civility ia 
their power, and we became more intimate than 
if theft 4ifturbances had never happened. They 
ftrove, by their good offices, to obliterate from 
my mind the recoUedion of their former con- 
dud, which I mofl; heartily forgave, and was 
cautious never to mention a fingle circumftance 
that might affed their fenfibility, by inducing 
them to fuppofe that; I ftill remembered it. 

We paffed our time in a moft agreeable man- 
ner, and when the period of my departure ar- 
rived, they expreffed the greateft regret. They 
gave the keys to the porter, to open the doors ; 
but, when I went out, none of them could be 
feen to bid me adieu. 

Th« forrow I felt at leaving my friends in this 
convent was in fome degree counterpoifed by 
the hope of feeing my hulband, who wiflied me 
to be nearer him during his continuance in the 
garrifon at Luneville. 

I had fcarce arrived at this place, when % re- 
ceived many letters from the religious in the 
convent, expreffive of their regret for the lofs 
at; my company, and apologizing for their not 

bidding 



bidding tne farewell. Thefe letters, with many 
others, were devoured in that dreadful dungeon 
the BalHle^ 

The attention and tcfped with which I was 
received at Luneville, whether it pi'oceeded only 
from compliment and politenefs^ or was really 
the efFufions of genuine friendfhip, was more 
than fufficient to have raifed my vanity, had 
that been a predominant foible ; but, fully per- 
fuaded of my own deficiency in point of per- 
fonal charms, I could only attribute it to refpefl: 
for my hufband, their knowledge! of itiy birth 
and reception at court, and to a lively cbmplec- 
tion, animated with the greateft vivacity^ for 
which I was remarked, even to a proverb* 

The Marfhal de Caftries commanded the Geits 
d*Armes then quartered at Luneville. Moniieur 
de la Motte hoped, from the circumftance of' 
his marriage, to obtain fome military promotion. 
The Marfhal warmly befriended him, but the 
fuperintendance of the navy department not 
Jiermitting him ta continue with the corps, the 
Marquis d'Autichamp fuceceded to the com- 
mandt 



So much Was I delighted with the attention 
of my aflociates, and tjie'undifturbed tranquility 
of fuch a life, th«t when I left my former con- 
Vent/ at. the defire of M. de la Motte, ••# did it 
on this exprefs condition, that I Ihould pafs in 
another the whole time required for his conti- 
, nuance in the garrifori ; and foon after I en- 
tered a. convent about three leagues from Lune- 
ville s but I was not fufFered long to enjoy that 
repofe which fuch a lituation would have af- 
forded me* 

The neCeffary abfence of the JMarfhal dfe Cdf- 
tries, who was fincerely our friend, was an un- 
fortunate circumftance* The Marquis d'Auti- 
champ made greater and more plaufible profef* 
fions of fervice j but he had not one grain of the 
fmcerity of the Marfhal de Caftries* Acquscinted 
with our ftory, he advifed us to go to Paris ; told 
us that nothing could be done at Luneville, but 
that at Paris we fhould have the good offices of the 
Marfhal de Caftries, with th^affiftanceof Madame* 
de Boulainvilliers, and that he would intereil: - 
himfelf with his particular friends to procure 
fome advantageous pofl for my hufband. This 
advice appeared too rational to be neglefted ; 
but when fhe time of our departure appf oached, 
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it' appeared that I alone was to folicit the aflifr 
tance of our friends at Paris, and the Marquis^ 
himfelf was to accompany me:? 

This plan appeared rather fingular, and I made 
fome objections to proceeding without my huf- 
band ; he anfwered, that having had twice leave 
of abfence, he could not reafonably expeft a 
third. Monfieurde la Motte, however applied, 
and was peremptorily refufed, in confequence qF 
which he quitted the corps. 

This inftance alone might have fufficiently 
informed me what I had to expe<3: from fwuf^r 
with the great ; ftiU I felt ambition urging me 
forward, and my hopes were confiderably 
Arengthened by the flattering reception I uni-*^ 
verfally met with. I determined, in future, to 
Aifpe£t the preffing civilities, the extravagant 
compliments, and profufe proffers of fefvice, of 
the other fex, leffonM by the canduiS of the 
Marquis d'Autichamp. 

- I left Luneville, accompanied by the Count, 
my hufband, and took the road to Strafburg, 
where the Marquis and Marchionefs de. Boulain- 
villiers then were ; we were difappointed.on our 
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arrival, to find them gone to Saverne ; and re- 
mainiilg that night at Strafburg, next day went 
on to Saverne, and waited ypon the family of 
l^oiilainviHiers 

The March ioilefe ever tender and afFe£lionate, 
received us kirdly. It was here that I firft faw 
the Cardinal dc R >han, of whom I (hall here- 
after have much to fay. Little did my tender 
mother fhink, at the moment ^c prefented me, 
what would be the calamitous confequence : 
but it b not for human nature tso penetrate the 
gloom of futurity, otherwife we Ihould oftch 
find, that the objeftsof our moft ardent wifhes, 
however gilded by the rays of prefent opinion, 
are eventually but misfortunes iii difguife. 
Madame de Boulainvflfiers, influenced by the 
moft generous motives, introduced me to this 
Prince ; his reception was at once flattering to 
youthful vanity and maternal anxiety. 

Some days after the Marchionefs returned to 
Paris, inviting me, and the Count, my huftand, 
to accept an apartment in her magnificent hotel, 
in that city. M. de 1^ Motte, was obliged to go 
to Bar fur Aube, to arrange fome family con- 
cerns, and fhprtly after I accepted the kind and 
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prcffing invitation of my worthy mother, and 
arrived at the Hotel de Boulainvilliers at Paris. 

I am now about to enter upon a. moi;e ^n-^ 
terefting part of my hiftory , and to refuce it from 
an imputation of famenefs whjjcji perhaps may 
be thrown upon fo minute ^^' pecital of tranf- 
aftions in the early period of jjiy life ; but as it 
was effentially neceflary to invalidate my afler- 
tion, that I wa? born to be unfortunate, and to 
yrovc; that wy life has been. one continued fcene 
of misfortunes,^ 1 truft the candid readej- will 
fee theprof«riety of this minute attention to par- 
ticulars, and pity rather than condemn. 

Though apparently flattered and careffed, I 
neverthelefs was envied ; in proportion as my 
afpiri^ig notions advanced towards the fummit of 
their objtft, my enemies were in fecret plotting 
my deftruftion, and rejoicing malicioufly in the 
anticipation of my fall. 

Soon after my arrival at the Hotel de Boulain- 
villiers, 1 wrote to a friend with whom I was 
once particularly intimate, at the convent of 
St. ^Nicholas, intimating my intention to dine 
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With her on the Moiiday following, and begging 
her to return me no anfwer, unlef% flie was fo 
particularly-engaged that it woitld be inconve- 
jaienr-to hpr on that day^ I received no anfwer, 
and "accordingly prepared to fulfil ray vifit, an-: 
ticipating in idea the pleafure I fhould receive 
in meeting her, and in renewing, that^Jjiend- 
ihip which had formerly fubfifted between us* 
On my arrival at the gate, my feryant returned 
from the porter, with the ftrange intelligence 
that the lady -had been dead near a fortnight. 
Conceiving that he muft have made fome mif- 
t-ake, I inftantly fent him back*t the porter re- 
turned with him, and confirmed, to my afto- 
niihment, what my fervant had told me. *' I 
afiiire you, Madame,'' faid the porter, (obferv- 
ing Efiy furprize) that Ihe is dead, and died of 
^he fm^U-pox,'^ 

I had received a letter from her but feventeen 
•days before, not long fince had feen her at the 
convent of St. Nicholas, in blooming health 
and high fpirits, and fcarcely.believed it poffible 
that there could be fo fudden an alteration : a 
young girl, only nineteen years of age, and but 
^ twelvemonth married ! Stupid with aftcnifh-- 
flcient, and incapable of uttering a word, I could 
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not reconcile myfelf to part with my friend fb 
fudde^ily ; at length her hufband fent one of 
his doxneftics, and a gentleman with whom I 
had been -before acquainted, to hand me ont of 
my carriage, and invite me to walk up. t de- 
bated for a moment, in my own mind, whether 
I fhould accept this invitation, left my prcfencc 
might add - to the hufband's diftrefs ; neverthe- 
Icfs, not being able to perfuade myfelf that fhe 
was actually dead, I dcfcended from the carriage 
to vifit her hufband. 

Never did I behold fuch a fcene of fevere af- 
fliflion as prefented itfelf^at my entrance. The 
diftrefs, the grief of her hufband, flruck me 
beyond the power of defcription ; the apartment 
was huftg.with black, and the mantle-piece de* 
corated with fome little ardcles of drefs and 
jewels worn by the deceafed. The chamber in 
which I was received contained a bed of flate, 
on one fide of which hung a pifture of the de- 
ceafed lady, holding a crucifix in her hand ; on 
the other lide was a figure of Death, in the 
attitude of warning her to prepare, while her 
countenance reprefented a fmile of patient re- 
fignation ; before her flood the communion cup, 
with every other concurrent obje£t which could 
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render the fcene awful and affe^ing. " In ano- 
ther chamber ftood the bed whereon fhe died, 
without furniture, reprefenting a tomb ; in thi^ 
was placed all her wardrobe, and here th« un- 
fortunate hufband devoted every morning and 
evening, to pray, and indulge his melancholy- 
The mourner, whofe legs were fcarcely able to 
fupport him, was dwindled away to a mere 
ihadow ; in fhprt, every thing fpoke the energy, 
the extravagance of forrow, beyond the power 
of language to exprefsi— A fcene like this, to 
a perfon even of moderate fenfibility, muft have 
made a very ftrong impreffion. A dinner was 
ordered to be prepared ; but, after fuch a lights 
who could have eat ? I found my prefence dif- 
trcffed this wretched hiilband, and, unable to 
fupprefs my tears, I determined to depart.-— 
Such a picture of conjugal affeftion is fo very 
rare, th^t I think it my duty to record it^ 

With a mind abforbed in what I had juft feen, 
I returned to the Hotel de Boulainvilliers, where 
my melancholy was greatly heightened by find-^ 
ing my worthy mother confined to her bed. 
That amiable lady, attached even to all my 
friends, had defired me to bring the dfeceafed 
Jady the next day, to dine with m« : I had once 
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before prefented her, at the Abbey of Long.* 
champs. The fcene I had juft left, added to 
tthe mdifpofition of the Marchionefs, producad 
an effeft upon me I found it impoffible to con- 
ceal. The Marchionefs perceived it, and (aid, 
*^ You feem very low^fpirited, my dear child, 
notvvithftanding you have had the pleafure of 
dining with your friend.'^ I knew not what to 
anfwer, confcious that the Marchionefs dilliked 
to hear of any illnefs, and was averle to con- 
verfation on death, efpecially by fuch a malady 
as the fmall-pox, at which /he had always been 
greatly terrified. ^' Well, my dear,'' faid Ihe, 
-finding I made no anfwer, *' (hall we have the 
pleafure of feeing your friend to-morrow ? '* 
*' No, Madame,-' replied I, " ihe is engaged 
for a fortnight in the country, and fets out to- 
morrow.- This dear mother appeared affefted 
that I flioiild have^been difappointed of my 
friend's company. 

Soon after, on vifiting the Marchionefs,' I 
obferved fome eruptions on her face, attended 
with a violent fever, which I was fearful ap- 
peared like that deftruftive. malady fhe had fo 
long dreaded ; and, notwithftanding the efforts 
of tjie Marquis :to make her appear recovering^ 
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notwkhAanding his influence in biaffing the 
opinions of the faculty, I had the inexpreffiblc 
anguiiOh to obferve that Ihe was dangeroufly ill, 
and terrified at the idea th^t fhe would not 
recover. • 

During the illnefs of this mofl amiable of 
women, nay, even while (he was confined to 
her chamber, the Marquis de Boulainvilliers, 
notwithftanding every repulfe, ftill ceafed not 
to perfecute me with his odious addreffes. His 
conduft at this period rendered him doubly dif- 
gufting : my anfwers Were more pointed and 
peremptory, which irritated him to fuch a de- 
gree, that he could not bear me in his fight. 

The medical gentlemen, , MeflGrs. Gard and 
jde la Motte, to whom I gave an account of her 
health night and piorning> fatisfied that fhe 
could not recover, imparted their liifpicions to 
the Marquis de Boulainvilliers, who would re- 
ply, ''How, gentlemen? 'Tis impoflible ! you 
muft certainly be ipiftaken ! " Such was conti- 
nually his tone.- '^ She has had three or four 
hours fleep,-' continued he. '' We know not,'* 
replied they, *' but'^^dame theCountefs has 
j-eported other wife.'* *' How,'' anfwered he,- 
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^* what has fhe to do with it ? '* He even 
wifhed to brow-beat Vidoire, one of the wo- 
men who cbnftantly attended the Marchionefs, 
to force her to coincide in his bpinion ; but flic 
neither watched with that tender an^aety, nor 
do I believe (he was equally competent to make 
thofe obfervations, as myfelf, who, during the 
time of my continuance in the convent, had 
been in the habit of vifiting the fick, payimg 
attention to every fymptom of their complaints, 
and doing all thofe little offices which i confi- 
dered as my d\ity. For thcfe reafons, Vidoirq 
was not fo competent to judge ; and the oppor* 
tunities I formerly had of making my obferva- 
tions, enabled me to form an opinion on -the 
ftate of the Marchionefs*s health. I therefore, 
without any fear of the Marquis, ftated truly 
every thing I had obferved ; and one day, when 
lie had told the phyficians, *' She has flept 
well ; fhe is really now very tranquil, and muft 
hot be diiturbed ! " I fummoned up fufficient re- 
folution to remonftrate (and I truft the intereft 
I had in the prefervation of' a life fo deaf, will 
iufficiently warrant the remonftrance) ** Sir, if 
we confult tKefe gentlemen, they are the proper 
judges, and we ought t9 follow their advice/' 
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The Marquis de Boulainvillicrs evinced, by 
his concjua, that he never loved this worthy- 
lady, whom he probably married for her for- 
tune, rfe was, indeed, too great a hbertine to 
tafte the enjoyments of conjugal felicity, and 
he wifhed to have it fuppofed that he believed 
the Marchionefs was not really dangeroufly ill, 
otherwife he would not have been able to apo- 
logize for. his negled in not feeing her ; and if 
he had really. believed the report of the phyfi- 
ciansj he muft, to fave appearances with the 
world, have attended more pun<3:ually upon a 
wife, whom, if any judgijient can be formed 
from his charafter, his conduft, or the public 
report, he was not very forry to life. 

At length, with fome difficulty, I obtained 
a private conference with the' phyficians, and 
addxeffed them to this purport : ^' Are you fure, 
gentlemen, that Madame 'de Boulainvillicrs is 
well enough ? T^e Marquis poffibly defires you 
to fay fo, becaufe he does nQt wifh to make hey 
uneafy. I caution you, left fhe jlhould die, 
which I fear will be the cafe in three or four 
days. Believe me, . gentlemen ! Speak the 
truth, and do not give him his way ; for his 
defign is to lay all ^the blame, if any thing 
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fhould happen, upon you. He will fey, that 
you were unacquainted with the nature of her 
difbrder, and conlequently incapable of admini- 
^ering the proper remedies. Conlider, gentle- 
men, your reputation is abfolutely at ftake. 
Don't quit hini this night, before' you have, 
truly ftated the fitilation of Madame deBoulain- 
villiers, and give orders that ihe may receive 
the facrament to-morrow morning, before it is 
too late."— -The phyficians quitted the room, 
perfed:ly fatisfied with my remarks, and afliir- 
ing n>e that my wifhes of having the facrament; 
adminiftered fhould be complied with the jidxt 
day. 

The certificates of health, till then, had been 
made by the Marquis de Boulainvilliers, pre- 
cifely as he had dictated. The public could 
fcarcely fuppofe the Marchionefs was indifpofed, 
much lefs that Ihe was fo dangeroufly ill ; and, 
with all thefe reports of her *good health, and 
4Jie hours fhe fleps, would be extremely fur- 
prized to bear that fhe was dead next day.: 
thefe gentlemen would be called two very able 
doctors, and the Marquis de Boulainvilliers would 
immediately have exclaimed that they had de- 
ceived him. It was npt^ hpwever, in his power 
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to deceive me ; for, if any judgment may be 
formed of his defigns, from his words or ac- 
tions, I think I am not miftaken in any thing 
I have before advanced. 

A few days before the death of his wife, the 
Marquis de BoulainvilUers called me into his 
chamber, and after fome very foolifh converfa- 
tion, *^ Well, well, my dear, if fhe fliould die ; 
(he is fb very particular, fo capricious, fo va- 
porilh !* you have feen what I fufFered in our 
journey to Stralburg. Befides, my dear, you 
will be more comfortable; fhe is fo very jea- 
lous ! If you did but know what I have borne 
with on your account, I'm fure I (hould be dear 
to you. I dare fay fhe has tQl4 you- mjkny ftor 
ries about me, when at the fame .time ihe yrz^ 
tormenting me concerning ygu. Certainly .ftcq 
cannot live a long time, and we (hall fend< for 
your hulband here : I (hall find means tp pro- 
cure him a poft in fome regiment, which will 
prevent him from troubling u^ often.'- — He in- 
finuated that this might be a conne<aion of mu^ 
tual conveniency, if I would but; comply with 
his defires ; and that, as I was piow a wife, my 
reputation would be beyond the re^ch of (lander. 
He even made an oiFer to /hare, hisi fp.rtuue, and 
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to difinherlt his children, if they ihonid mur-» 
mur at this meafurc.— Thus did he attempt to 
obviate every difficulty which might arife, and 
painted the advantages which would refult from 
my confenting to be his miftrefs, in Colors beft 
adapted, as he thought, to allure my. vanity, 
and engage my intereft to accept his odious pro- 
pofals. 

The reader will readily fuppofe that I did not 
receive thefe offers with that gratitude which 
the Marquis conceived, frcnn the dfepravity of 
his own heart, they were entitled to. I heard 
him with ftifled indignation : my anfwers were 
very fhort. I could not flatter myfelf with the 
idea that a man of» his age would liffen to any 
I'erttOTtflraAces from me, concerning the duty 
he'ovired to himfelf and his worthy confort. I 
(sonceived the difparity of our ages wotfld make 
him look upoB any advice I might otfer of 
t^ little value, efpecially when clafhing with 
the licentious indulgence of a paflion, to which 
he had long given himfelf up. I contented 
myfelf with holding him In the moft ineffable 
Contempt, notwithftanding I knew, from that 
iniiu^ice which generally accompanies wealth, 
from that low cunning and diffimulation which 
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f)ec\ilkrly ^ftinguiftied him, that, when he had 
it in his power, the inclinatioti of doiag an in- 
jury, either'^to me or my friehds, would never 
be wanting,. I fuffered his infolcnt propofitions 
with fiknce^ but I defpifed the being who made 
th^m, whomvl could not coniider as a man, but 
a'monfter. 

After this conference, I avoided him as much 
as poflible. When, I returned, the Count de 
Bourbon, and the Vilcount de Olairmont, their 
CQufins, rallied me on my long conference with 
the Marquis, to which I made no other anfwef 
than at mere fmile. 

That very evening Mfcffrs. Gard and de la 
Motte, the Marchionefs's phyficianf, arrived, 
and reported that (he was dangeroufly ill. It is 
impoffible to exprefs the rage <^ the Marquis- at 
this intelligence* ^' Tis Madame de la Motte,** 
faid he, petulantly, " who has bia^d you ; 
^ and will you liften to her ? She's a mere 
child ! " *^ No, Sir,'* replied they, ^« k is our 
own ferious judgment. From this moment we 
muft apply blifters to your lady ; and to-mor* 
row, at eleven or twelve, it is our wifli that 
ih# may regeivcL the facrament." Tliey then 
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Ordfered Viftoirc, a girl who had received a very 
good education, to make preparations for that 
purpofe, and to take care to proceed Co as to 
afFeft the Marchioncfs as little as pofllble. Ma- 
dame de Boulainvilliei's had no idea that ihe had 
the fmall-pox; (he attributed her diforder to: 
the eryfipelas, and had always fo much dreaded, 
the former malady, that it was judged prudent 
not to inform her of her true fituationi 

About nine the next morning, the Marquis 
entered the apartment of his lady, and in a very 
different . tone rAiade enquiries concerning his 
POOR WIFE, and to know how (he had pafled 
the night* At the fame time obferving me, he 
(hot fucha glanc?, that his eyes appeared, like 
*' Baiili(k*8, ready to ftfike me dead." I w^s bold 
enough, notwithftanding, to fpeak to him, to 
tell him what I had fuffered. " I have attended 
you," replied he, ** two hours. You have in-, 
deed deceived me, but you (hall repent it ! " 

Every neceflfary preparation for receiving the 
facrament being now made, . that facred ordi- 
nance commenced, and the ceremony was ex- 
tremely affeding. The neareft relations dffifted. 
It fcemed like the aera of the Marchiwiefs's 
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^ath, and that her iieareft friends, as the grief 
of their countenances ftrongly* indicated, would 
follow the moment after; The ceremony per- 
rormed^ the parties prefent retired to tlieir apart- 
ments. That night I paffedin tears, and, fr©m 
the affli(9(:ion of mind, and want of neeeffary 
nouriihment, I found myfelf extremely feeble 
the next morning. Whenever I mcr rd a little 
from the Marchionefs's bed, arid fhe could only 
hear my voice,^ "'My daughter Valois,'' faid 
ihcj '' are you near me ?'* " Yes, my dear 
mother^ I am." She was unable to perceive 
me^ as the fmall-pox had clofed up her eyes* 
I preffed both her hands,, then very much 
marked with the fears of that diforder, a long 
time within mine, and wept inceffantly, as I 
but too {Mainly forefaw that I fhould foon lofe 
the deareft objedl of niy regard ; a mother who 
had ever felt for me fuch tendernefs and afFec- 
tioni *' You v/eep, my dear daughter," faid 
Ihe, hearing me fob. '' No, my dear tnother," 
replied I, not wifhing to make her uneafy ; "I 
have only a cold in my head, but I feel myfelif 
much bettcn" 

Tbe'Marqhioriefs had not tlie leail idea of 

death ; ihe could not even bear any perfon to 
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fpeak of it. She was fond of company; and, 
^refled and refpefted, {he was the delight of 
cveiy ^ye, and the admiration of every heart, 
, whp^had the felicity of her acquaintance. Af- 
ta^e, polite, fenfible, humane and generous, 
fhe left behind her a name never to be forTOt- 
ten, while thefe qualifications (hall be admired 
as ornaments of human nature. This was her 
univerfal chara(fter, which, I was going to fay, 
was not the partial panegyric of f riendfhip, but 
even her enemies allowed her this merit. Ene- 
mies, did I fay ? I retrafl what I have written. 
She had no enemies, but thofe whofe enmity, 
far from being difgraceful, is even meritorious ; 
the enemies of virtue. 

In a few days this paragon of female excel- 
lence breathed her laft ; and, notwithftanding 
the efforts of every one to prevent it, fhe 
breathed her laft in my arms. All wilhed me 
to avoid this Ipeftacle ; but they ftrove in vain 
to tear me from her. I could not, I dared not 
think that (he was dead. At length, with 
great difficulty, they forced me from the body. 
I was in a ftate of delirium. " Live, live, my 
dear mother,'* faid I, addreffing myfelf to the 
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ttfeatklefs cofpfe, ^^ or I am mined for ever J 
You are my foul, iriy fupport, my Me, V^ 

Prote£l:re£3 xrf* my iii£aat imbecility .! dirci^refs 
of my youth! whofe precepts I will ever Ibl- 
low, but -whofe example I defpair to imitate^ 
thou art at this moment an inhabitant of the 
manfions of felicity. It is thine to wie^r that 
crown to which thy virtue entitled thee, while 
it is ours to mourn thy lofs, which all who 
knew thee have moft deeply felt ; but mine, 
much more emphatically mine, arc the genume 
tears of gratitude and afFeftion. 

On the death of my worthy mother, my ex- 
iftence was dark and comfortlefs; $he earth 
was to me a ftcrile promontory, and the hea- 
vens a peftilent congregation of vapours. 
Every amufement was infipid and taftclefs, I 
had-uow no friend whofe afFedion and prudence 
was (b fufficient to advife, nor whofe power io 
able to affift. The Marquis de Boulainvilliers 
indeed remained ; but what was the Marquis de 
Boulainvilliers ? He was not my friend ; on the 
contrary, he was the very reverfe. He was, 
as I fhair hereafter prove, my hittereft enemy ; 
but. he prefumed upon his immenfe riches, to 
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fet the opinion of the world at defiance. Buoyetl 
up by wealth, and that degree of influence 
which wealth alone creates among thofe fordid 
beings who bow the knee to Mammon, he con^ 
fulted not fhe dictates of reafon or philanthropy > 
b^t gave a loofe to his unbridled appetite, fome- 
times even throwing afide the malk of diffimu- 
lation, except where he wifhed to palm himfelf 
upon the public opinion, for virtues which the 
malevolence of his foul, and the avarice of his 
difpofition, would never permit him to prac- 
tifd. 

Four days after this event of inexpreflible 
anguifh, which had for a time difordered my 
re^fon, | found myfelf in my bed, although I 
knew not by ^yhat m.eans I came there ; and 
when the frightful idea of the lofs I had fuf* 
tained occurred to my memory, I fell into con- 
vullions. The Baronefles de Fodoas and de 
Cruffol, a little recovered from their fofrow for 
the death p£ their beloved parent, notwitftand- 
ing their grief was yet recent, vifited, and en- 
deavoured to confole me. They obferved, that 
the lofs I had fuftained was much more terrible 
to me than to them, though they had loft their 
own mother. My attachment was much moiro 
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inviolable, more ftrong than the brittle tie of 
nature, and my afFe(3:ion \yas ftill ftrengthened 
by the fenfe of my unprotefte'd fituation. She 
was the pillar whereon I founded all my hopes ; 
relentlefs death had plucked it awayy and I fell 
defencelefs arid forfaken. Monf. Gard, who 
attended my deceafed-mother, came often during 
my illnefs to vifit me, and behaved with great 
attention and kindnefs ; but he had no medicine 
for the cure of my diforder ; he could not raze 
the written troubles of the brain ; he had no 
fweet oblivious antidote againft thofe refleftions 
continually occurring to my imagination, of the 
value of her I lamented ; nor was it within the 
cpmpafs of his art to minifter to a mind fo dif- 
eafed, fo diftrafted as mine. 

The Baron de Cruffol did me the honor to 
yifit me, and, as foon as I was fufficiently re- 
covered to be rerapvefl )vjthout danger, fent his 
carriage for me, to take an airing. The Vif- 
countefs de Fodoa3 alfo paid me the fame atten- 
tion. 

About a fortnight after my recovery, notr 
withftanding his cohduft, as he was the hufband 
of my much lamented parent, I thought it would 

O3 be 
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be proper t6 pay a yifit of condolenee to the 
Marquis de BoulainvilUers, who exhibited a moft 
Complete pi(Q^ure of diflimulatiorj and hypocrify^ 
His mourning was all external, glaring to the 
eye, of the world, while iii hi^ heart he was 
^ven rejoiced at being dejlve^ed frona what ho 
termed an incumbrance, He Was now nnpre at 
liberty to gratify his paflions ; he might now 
marry another fortune ; and fuch v(^s hfs^ ava» 
rice, if he could once touch the fi&rtupe, h.9 
Was perfeflly indifferent as to the wif?f 

The portrait I am now abput to exhibit, of 
this difconfolate hufband, is fo very Angular^ 
that I almoft fear my veracity will be queftioned 
for the relation. From fome preceding refleCr 
tions upoa the charafter of that bad man, my 
credibility may perhaps be fufpefted. Let it 
not be faid that my narration is tindtuted with 
too much acrimony ; let the charaSter of this 
man be read in the public eftimation ; jet it be 
read in the prefence of individuals whom he has 
injured ; and then let an impartial judgment be 
formed, if the fafts I ftate are at alf improbable y 
let my injuries be weighed, and then let it be 
flecided if my remarks are top virulent. 

Froii) 
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If'roip motives of mere fear, from refpefl: to 
the other branches of the family, I went to pay.. 
a vifitpf condolence to the Marquis de Boulain- 
▼illiers. I found a great change, on feeing him ; 
the apartments were hung with black ; he af- 
fe£led to be ftruck, as if he had felt the moft 
lively emotions of grief; but his countenance 
apparently ftruggled with his heart, which 
feemed tp feel the contrary emotions of plea- 
furc. He affefted an air of forrow : *' I am 
very poorly, my dear girl !'* faid h^, in a faint 
and melancholy tone ; ^' How are you ! ** I fat 
down at feme diftance from him, that I might 
obferve him well, till the return of Viftoire, 
whom he had fent into his clofet, to open the 
doot", which, when any came to make vifits of 
condolence^ fhe was generally difpatched to 
ihut. He affumed a very ferious air,* and much 
taournful griniace ; but the moment the vifitors 
departed, he extinguiflxed all the lights, except 
one fmall piece in a wax candleftick, which he 
kept burning, to light the others in a hurry. 
Thus did his avarice ftruggle with his pride^ 
whilft diflimulation was ufeful to both.— I am 
now relating a fcenc to which I was a<flually an 
eye-witnefs. 

O 4 The 
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The Prince de Conti's ecuyer came, on th^ 
part of the Prince, to pay compliments of con--^ 
dolence. The valet de chambre announced fpme 
gentleman, whofe name I have now forgot, 
but who was fent by the Prince de Conti. The 
name of the Prince's ecuyer put the Marquis in 
a buftie, who, forgetting that this gentleman 
was in the firft faloon, (and from that to where 
we then were, w^s a grand fuite of rooms)- 
in a moment this difconjolate mourner was run-^ 
ning about from one room to another, lighting 
all the candies with the greateft expedition! 
Nothing could' be more curious ; the ecuyer was 
ftanding without at the door, obferving the 
Marquis in his progrefs of illumination, and 
wondering at what he faw, at the fame time 
not darino; to enten Obferving his fituati6n, I 
got up, and endeavoured to perfuade him to 
walk in ; but he chofe to remain where he was^ 
Afhamed to have been witncfs to fuch oecono- 
mical hypocrify,^ in vain did I fpeak to the 
Marquis ; he was fo buiy in his illuminations, 
that he paid no attention to me, but made iigns 
not to be interrupted. It was jmpoffible for me 
to refrain from laughing ; tl; z gentleman fmiled, 
and begged me not to intern ipt him. At length, 
the candles being lighted, and the theatre pre- 
pared. 
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|)ared, the acJlor foon made his mufcles and 
gefture conformable. The Marquis went to- 
wards the gentleman, to whom he afFeded to 
b J fcarce able to fpeak. ObferVing his fituation, 
I paid my compliments to the gentleman, and 
jiiade fome apology for the iilence of the Mar- 
quis. As foon as he had fat down a few mi- 
nutes, he ciafped his hands together, and turn- 
ing up his eyes^ to heaven, *' Ah ! Sir,", faidhe, 
^* no man but myfelf can tell the lofs I have 

fuftained I A wife, whofe merit ^but I (hall 

not live ; I fhall not be able to fupport her Jofs !*' 
•The ecuyer and I endeavoured to ftifle our in- 
dignation at that condud, to which he knew 
not we had both been witneffes. ** See, Sir,** 
pointing to his big belly, " how I am fallen 
away ! "—This was a farce pall enduiance ; it 
was abfolutely impoffible for me to bear it any 
ibnger, and I arofe to depart. ' *' There is my 
child', • Sir !^" continued he in the fame mourn- 
ful tone, at which I could fcarce refrain "from 
laughing ; and I dare fay the ecuyer would not 
fail to divert the Prince at the expence of the 
Marquis, who, jn every vifit of condolence, 
had fo often-played the hypocrite, that he was 
^uite an adept in the charader. 

Soon 
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Soon after, when my health was ajittlerc- 
coyered, I received the vifijts of my frknds, aud 
returned therti.. The old Mqtrquis was jealous 
of tbefe vifits j he fjifpeited all thofe whom I 
termed frieads, wer<e hi faA lovefsj he was 
fofpiciDUS of every ojie. The charajfter of M. 
de la Luzeme, Bilhop of Langres, could not 
put him beyond the reach of the Rf^rquis'g fujf- 
pdciona : even he who refpeAed all roy femily, 
and behaved to roe like a father ; for it was 
Conftahtly the bufinefs ixf that f^troily to oblige 
the whole human r^ce, by every kindi^^fs in 
their power. la fliort^ every one who obliged 
ine, every one whom it was my iiitereft a$ well 
a$ duty to fpeak well of, all were confidcred as 
my lovers j at the feme time he hiinfelf waa 
continusily malting his detefted offers, which 
became by repetition more intolerable than ever. 
He never failed to fuggeft how much it was my 
intereft that 1 (hould ftibmit : he tc^d me his 
wealth, his influence, all. would be at my dif- 
pofal, and that every obftacle iu the road to my 
wifhes would infenfibly vanifli q^way. Poinding 
this note unluccefsful, he touched an oppofite 
ftring ; he addreffed himfelf to my fears j he 
infinuated how much it was in his power to de^ 

feat 
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/eat all my wiffi^s, how cafily he c^uH blemilh 
iny reputation with thofe who would otherwifc 
ferire me. *^ What will you have me fay," he 
one day aflccd ifte, ** to thofe perfons whom I 
am going to yifit, if they fhould happen to make 
any enquiries about you ? To-morrow I cxpeflt 
to fee the Marefchal de Luxembourg, wha has 
promifed you his fcrvices, as well as the Princef^ 
de Beaufreinen : what do you wifh that I (hould 
lay to them ? *' Paffion overcame me, and made 
The for a moment forget the refpeft I owed both 
to the name and memory of my worthy mother. 
*^ Ah, wicked man ! you are capable of every 
thing, arid ^ can plot the defttuftion of a child^ 
whom y6ut wbrthy departed fpoufe has brought 
tip and educated with fo much care ! It is your 
aim to ruin me in the eftimation of fhofe who 
wifh to makfe me comfortable, and to poifbn 
their good intentions, by giving them a bad opi- 
nion of my conduft ; however, if I cannot be 
permitted perfonally to explain myfelf, I can 
write ; I can explain your menaces, and I will 
make yciu kndWh.'* 

This villairiods hypocrite intercepted my let- 
ters, though they contained nothing worth dif- 
covery, ind was eternally reproaching me, and 

telling 
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telling me that 1^ loved other men better than 
hiui. 

I was not a little pleafed at the return of my 
hufband, a circumilance which gave me much 
fatisfadtion. The Marquis received him well, 
but endeavoured to deftroy his good opinion of 
me.. He fcnt one day to fpeak ito him on bufi- 
nefsj^but the converfation was chiefly about me. 
He labored to inlinuate that I was fond of in- 
trigue. >^ OhT' fay^ he, " her.coufin is, parti- 
cularly attentive to. her. Be cautious J Madame 
is very fond of company : '(he is intimate with 
my £ons-i|i-law : I would have youw^tch her 
narrowly : I haye known her from her infancy.'* 
Count de la Motte had too much good fenfe to 
give any credit to thefe infinuations of the Mar- 
quis ; he. heard, neverthelefs^ every thing, he 
had to lay, and feemed to liften very attentively, 
but he did not belieye a fingle iota. - u^c^ " ^ 

I went, fome days after, to pay my refpefts 
to the Marchionefs de Uuxembourg, . I was iui 
dulged that morning to ftay as long as I pleafed, 
and converfe on my affairs.^ I was very gra- 
cioufly treated, though, from what my good 
friend the Marquis had told me, I was not 

without 
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without ftrong fears that the door would b$ 
Ihut upon me. I reflefted that the Marquis 
was rich and powerful, and had often feen, that 
fome men are fo depraved, that the moment 
they have the power to do an injury, they fel- 
dom leave it undone for want of inclination. I 
confidered that I was poor and unprotefted ; 
and, upon weighing my refponfibility with that 
of the Marquis, in the eftimation of the great 
world, I knew that the word of the Marquis 
would turn the fcale againft me. 

At my firft interview with Madame de Lux- 
embourg, (he feemed rather referved, which 
greatly intimidated me ; however, I took cou- ' 
rage, and informed her of my hufband's arrival; 
to which (he replied, " I am Very glad to hear 
it, as that will prevent you from experiencing 
thofe temptations to which many young women, 
without fuch proteftion, are too frequently ex- 
pofed.'* This declaration alarmed me, and I 
determined to fay a word or two concealing 
the Marquis de Boulainvilliars, which was fuf- 
ficient to open h^r eyes; but (he was already 
prepofTeflTed. ^' Oh, no, my dear child ! '* faid 
{he. " Be very cautious that you make no 
'jniflake in your aflfertions ! The Marquis dc 

BouLm- 
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Bouiaiiivjiliers fpeaks of you as an afFedionate 
parent ; and if he reprovea you, it is becaufe he 
has your happinefs at heart ; h^ 4oeft not mean 
to injure you* The obligations you owe to hini 
fliould dire£l your coiidu<9:> aud you ihould gw^ 
him your confidence^ For my part, J am {txir 
fible of the manner in which he ifpeaks of you ; 
and thofe perfons who have fpoken qf you late- 
ly, fpoke yery favourably* So far from bein^ 
your enemy, the Marquis is a father to you^ 
Be very cautious how you take things amifs 1'* 
—I did not know whether I ought to continue 
the converfation, but Madanic de Luxembourg 
herfelf engaged me to do it, and to difclofe 
every thing as to my proper mother. With this 
encouragement, I unbofomed myfelf, and told 
her every thing. Although apparently afFefted 
hy my ftory, flie did not^ try to irritate jne 
a^inft him ; on the contrary, flie endeavoured 
to imprefs me with ideas lefs unfavourable, and 
refted the ftrength of her arguments on the ob- 
ligations I was under, which (he placed in every 
point qf view. However, notwithftanding what 
^Ihe faid^ I obferved her attentively, and ima- 
gined I difcovered that her thoughts were fa- 
vorable towards me ; I even fancied I could 
trace the blulh of indignation on her cheek, 

againft 
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againft a man who had appeared' externally as ft 
father, but whofe real difpofition was fo much 
the ceverfe. She encouraged ^me to behave well 
to himj afluring me of her friendfhip, and that 
A^ woultf'do all in her power to iupply the lofs 
of that worthy mother. 

It is neceflary to pdint out the arts of this 
cunning- hypocrite, whofe plaufibility might be 
too apt to dfeceive. Fearful that I fhould feme 
time or other difclc^e his viliainy, and his cri- 
minalpaffion towards me, he affe£led in public 
a fatherly affeftion and regard, at the fame time 
cjfpreffing his fear that I was diffipated, and had 
a turn for intrigue. But why need I attempt to 
prove, what muft be fbffkiently obvious to the 
tinderftanding of every reader, that the Marquis 
de Boulainvilliers was a moft confummate adept 
in hypocrify ? 

The converfation I had with Madame de Lux- 
embourg irritated me yet more ftrongly againft 
the Marquis de Boulainvilliers. I had, indeed, 
refolved to fee him no more ; but the advice of 
Madame de Luxembourg determined mc to re- 
tarn. He took care, however, to make the 
houfe as difagreeable to me as poffible, by means 

at 
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at onct ungenerous and unnianly : he frequently 
took occafion to make ufe of very indelicate 
double ditendres, with, the exprefs defign of 
of giving me ofenee i fometimes he engaged 
^e to dinner, faying that his children, whom 
I preferred to him, would b« prefent, " Your 
confidants," added he, *^ to whom I am fure you^ 
have repeated all I fay to. you ; thofe who give 
you advice on thefe occafions/* His' fheers cbt 

' tirely exhaufted my patience, and I was not 
long able to endure them. I fometimes retorted 
upon him fonle of thofe reproaches which his' 
conduct on my behalf fo juftly merited- He faw 
that Madame de Luxembourg, andothers, haii 
told me much. . I reprefented to him that they 
had thoroughly miftaken his condu<£l, and were 
not his dupes quite fo much as, perhaps, he^ 
might Be incJUnable to fuppofe. His anfwer was^ 
that he fliould have fufficient influence to gain 

. more credit than I could. His children fome- 
times dined with him ; but, though he was 
their father, the little attention they paid him 
was much more through f^ar than affedlion* 

The embarraflrnents under which he fufFered 
his daughter, the Vifcountefs de Fodoas, to 
labor, will ever remain a monument of his ava- 
rice 
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ride and infeuitfiariity* It is a circumftance well 
known, gnd univerialiy rcprobited thfoughont 
Parife^ thgt h^ refufed to give feeurity for the 
payment pf feme fif>a]| debts due at her death* 
So much did he expole his children:, that houfe* 
furniture arid eft^tes., every thing wat fpld^ and 
ttifn€d into money. It is Well koown that the 
fortune of Moftfieijr de BoukinviUiers is indeed 
imHjejadfey and prohoHy equalled by nothing, but 
his avglriee ; while his charity^ his fenfibiKty^ 
are as poof las hi^ virtue. Who, but fudh: a fa- 
ther^ could not only megled, but 4buf€J hh own 
4^hildreji^ He it :w43, who, delighting ki mif- 
chief, eftraliged frpm my intereft all thofo 
friends who wiftied me well^ during the life- 
time of my worthy mother, excepting feme 
who were unaketably attached, and his chil- 
dren, who followed not his advice* Having been 
attached lYiore ftrongly to their mother, they 
would Jbave been always glad to foe me, but 
dar6d not indulge this propeniity for fear of their 
father. He knew too well the cunning arts of 
diffimuktion ; and I am forry that the Hiftory 
of my Life, and my conneftions, oblige me to 
adduce additional proofs of his malevolence* 

Vol. L P An 
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An atint of Monfieur de la Motte*i, who 
lived juft by, defired me to come ai^d fee her 
every day ; and, as I was there always^ well re- 
ceived, and faw a great 4eal of good company, 
I frequently accepted her frien4ly invitation* 
She was often fo obliging as even to lend her 
coach, notwithftanding the diftance was fo (hort, 
and either fhe herfelf, or one of her fons, came 
in the carriage to condudl me. The appearance 
of a young man in the carriage, according to 
cuftom, awakened the .jealoufy of the Marquis 
de Boulainvilliers. He. made complaint to his 
children, that he faw me^ but little, and that I 
converted his houfe into an inn, merely to fuit 
my own convenience. 

I communicated my complaints to my aunt. 
*' I am aftoniflied ! " faid {he. " I am your aunt. 
Inform Monfieur de Boulainvilliers, if he lays 
any thing to you, that I wilh to fee'yo* often, 
and if he reproaches you with the obligations 
you are under, and the bed you have at his 
houfe, come to me*" Encouraged by this, I 
became more refolute ; I told him m6re plainly 
and more openly what I thought, and fpoke to 
him of the kindnefs of my aunt. 

One 



Onfe 4ay in t)ajrticular, being invited to diiie 
with my aunt, fhe, as ufual, . fent her carriage 
for me. Whilft we were at dinner, one of the 
fervants came and whifpered fomething very 
, foftly to my aunt ; Ihe rofe, and went along a 
large faloon, which was fo fituated that I could 
ffee, while fitting in my place, evefy perfon 
who was 'Under the window. I was not a little 
furprized at obferving Monfieur Denis, the fe- 
cretary of Monfieur de Boulainvilliers, but did 
not take the leaft notice of it to any of the com- 
pany. My aunt, upon her ret;jirn, appeared ra- 
ther referved, and, although Ihe faid nothing, 
was rather difconcerted. After dinner, taking 
me apart, fhe infornaed me that Monfieur Denis 
had waited upon her from the Marquis de Bou- 
lainvilliers, to beg an interview that evening 
about feven, or half paft feven o'clock, at the 
lame time charging her to keep this a profound 
fecret from me, and, if poflible, find Ibme pre- 
text to fend me home. 

Difquieted greatly, and not being able to con- 
ceive what he had to communicate, nor his 
particular charge that I fhould be fent home, 
we took our meafures tbgether, and confulted 
on what ihould be done ; Ihe at the fame time, 

P % knowing 
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knowing the diffimuktion o( the Marquis, and 
thinking he had fome fcheme in view, deter- 
mined to be particularly cautious in her anfwers. 
The time arrived, the Marquis approached^ and 
I contrived to conceal myfelf in a little clofet 
which opened into the fmalt faloon, where flie 
received bim^. A fcreen extending round to the 
entrance, concealed my retreat, and I kept the 
door of the clofet half open, that I might hear 
taore diftindly* I was all fufpenfe, and eager 
to hear the refuk of this extraordinary vifit, at 
which I, in- particular, was not ta be prefent. 

Madame Clauife received him with ade^eeof 
referve, which probably prevented his more 
immediate communication ; or poffibly,. think- 
ing it improper to enter abruptly upon the bufi- 
iiefs of bis viiit, he was fufficiently artful to 
bring in the main fubjeft accidentally* His, 
cpnvcrfatioa at firfl: turned upon the nqws ; at 
length he ran through a deal of nonfenfe abo^ 
the carnival,, and the common chit-chat of the 
day. * - Pray, Madame, have you been at the 
cmafquerade f ** She anfwcred in the affirmative* 
,^ Then I prcfumc that Ma^me de k Motte ac- 
.companied you ; my porter, and Mr. Pfenis my 
.fecretary, have both feen her return from the 

aflembly 
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affembly at eight o'clock in the morning, with 
a young man whom they defcribe as your 
youngeft fon/' *' Oh! no^ Sir/' replied Ihc, 
*' my fon has never been with her ; andbefides, 
if he has, his being with her could never con- 
ftilute a crime." " Very true, Madame ; but 
a circun^ftancc which I believe you are not yet 
acquainted with is, that the young gentleman 
has been at Verfailles, where (he has paffed a 
fortnight on a vifit, and that he hired a cabriole 
to go thither to fee her, and he continued 
three days. In fliort, Madame, fuch gallantry 
muft neceflarily lead a young man into 
lexpences." ** Ah ! Sir," replied Madame 
Clauffe, " you muft undoubtedly be miftaken." 
** I beg your pardon, Madame ! I affure you 
that your fon is very much in love with his 
coufm, and I would have you be particularly on 
your guard. I know a great deal more, much 
more than I chufe to difclofe. Examine if he 
has his wateh ; for, as I have heard, he fent it 
as earneft for payment of the hire of the ca- 
briole. As* for Madame de la Motte, I tell you 
as a frieiid, I will no longer have the charge of 
her. I am obliged to make a fale at my houfe, 
and have occafion for the furniture of the apart-^ 
ment whieh (he occupies. Be careful, Madame, 
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and take meafurcs for the beft. This affair may 
be /attended with bad confequences : your fori 
is a very young man; and Jpye-^-will carry 
young men great lengths j '* 

What , can the reader think of a man, wh o 
could relate fuch_ afl:ory without the letft fo un-^ 
dationTin truth ? What can the moft candid. 



the moft n ieek^_alledgg in vmrfication of the 
conduift of this blafphemer of reputation, /who 
could attemptrlnl^ mode fo deli berately artful, 
to blaft an innoce nt cha rger with a relation, 
by forging lies, whichoriginated only in his own 
depraved imagination^^aniialiing forth the feel- 
ings of a mother to proteft her fon, who was 
t hus repre fented to be in danger of bein^ ruined 
by her niece^ 

My blood was at this moment boiling in my 
veins, and I had fcarce patience to contain my- 
felf, when he rofe to depart. I now placed 
myfelf in his way, and exclaiitied, *^ Stay, 

mqn^erJ RetunLia Madame 1 Explain your- 

felfjn everj^tfiing you have faid I You wifh to 
prqvent my aunt from Ihewing her goodnefs : 
you endeavor to^uffrafe all my hopes, tp re- 
duce me to the neceHity of throwing myfelf into 

your 
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your ^rmQ; flnj^tl^^i] ^jy^ppnflmor f^iitJrftly upOn 



The expreffions I ufed on this occaficn, and 
the tone in which I uttered them, will fuffi* 
ciently (hew the conception of my mind with 
regard to the condu6: of the Marquis, In fuch 
a caufe as reputation, to be cpld is, in my opi» 
nion, to be criniinalt 

Struck with confufion, the wretch was in- 
capable of fpeaking : his lips quivered, and he 
turned pale as death. I repeated what he had 
faid to Madame Clauffe, verbatim. His coMu- 
iion at being detected, at being laid open before 
that lady^ prevented his faultering tongue from 
executing its office ; he was incapable of utter- 
ing a fingle fy liable. At length, as I ftill urged 
him, addreffin^ himfelf to Madame Clauile de 
Suremont, he faid, ^* She is too impatient, Ma- 
dame, to fufFcr me to enter into any explana- 
tion.'* /' Villain th at yo u are!' ' eiclaim-JJ> 
p rovoked beyond all pati ence^ ** allthat y qu 
hav e repeated is fil ff , mrrHy linn of ynnr nwn 
comage, inven ted to traduce ri y rbp^^^^^j ^f>4^'^ 
iimilar to thofe you have told elfewhere ! ' ■ 

P 4 ^ Madame 
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Madame Clauiie was fb ftruck wit]> the manr 
ncr in which I behaved to him, that fhc did n^t 
continue the whole time, fearing that, being fo 
humbled, the wretch fhould conceive feme en- 
mity g^ainft hef. He retired, overwhehned 
witH confufton ; riot the blufli of (hame at*^ 
tendant on rerporfe, but that of guilt abfoluteiy 
dete<3;ed. To me, his coijduA was uniformly 
inimical ; but neither his wealth, nor that title 
which he has fo often difgraced, nor even a 
name greater than either, the nam? of my fainted 
mother, fhall prevent me from expofing his ma* 
chinatioris, however fpecioufly they may be 
gloffed over by diffimulation or plaufibility, and 
painting in their proper colors his real charaftcr, 
and the very fecrets of his inmoft foul} 

Madame Clauffe very well knew, as did many 
others who will perufe my Life, that I have fre^ 
quently denied her fon admiffion; his mo^ 
ther has given me credit for this. It was very 
true that he came to Verfailles, but I knew not 
that it was exprefsly to fee me, I particularly 
interrogated him, if he had his mother's per- 
miffion : he anfwered pofitiyely that he had. 
I knew not that he had deceived toe : fearful, 
however, that this might be the cafe, I engaged 
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Monfieur dc la Mott» to fcad him 2W^y. Tbi» 
yming gentlemin wais alfo very much given io 
gaming, aiid would fomctimcs even pledge hi$ 
watch, which, wh«i fucfccfsful, he redeemed. 
^— This is a piecx joi information I have fiac* 
received. 

Thefe circumftances did the fryitful brain of 
the Marquis (ever ready at the connexion of 
fuch incidents) put together, and endeavour t© 
wreft to his maUgnant purpofe. This was the 
Wonderful difcovery he had made, and with 
thefe materials did he fabricate this tale, men* 
tiooiag the circumftance of the watch, which 
he knew the young gentleman, who had lately 
bedn unfuccefsful in gaming, had not about 
him, to impofe upon maternal afFeftion, and 
alarm her fears for her fon. It is not impoffible 
but the Marquis, who was equal to any mean- 
nefs, might have contrived to reduce the young 
man to the neceffity of parting with hiswatch^ 
by agents employed for the purpofe, that he 
might have a better opportunity of fuceeeding 
in his defigns. 

The daughters of the Marquis de Boulainvil- 
iiers, who followed that pattern of female ex* 
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cellcnce, their mother, notwithftanding the iii* 
junftions of tlieir father, treated me with partif- 
cular kindnefs, and invited me to dine with 
them. This invitation was foon after the quar- 
rel I had had with their father, of which they 
were as yet ignorant. I accepted thedr kind in- 
vitation, and, as foon as I entered, I beheld my 
grand enemy, the Marquis. My eyes met. his, 
and r was furprized - at his cbmpofure : he ap* 
peared a little caft down, and fearful left I 
ihould relate' our quarrel, but more particularly 
left I fhould expofe his defigns. He watched 
me the whole time of dinner, and whea he 
thought himfelf uhobferved, he gave me a look 
expreffive of fcorn and fpite ; which, however 
he might think unregarded, did not efcape the 
notice of the Vifcountefs de Tonneres. 

After dinner, the ladies and 'I retired into a 
comer of the faloon, to converfe more freely. 
Monfieur de Boulainvilliers, perceiving us to- 
gether, appeared very much agitated, and came 
trp to us : he was even fufpicious (rf his own 
children. " What do they fay to you?" de-^ 
manded he. ^' Take care what you fay to them ; 
they are too cunning for you ; they wheedle 
you out of any thing." During the whole 
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courfe of the day he feemed to be uneafy^ 
aftiamed, and ahnoft terrified ; in the evening 
he embraced me; ♦* Good night, my child! 
Goodnight!'* 

The Baron de Cruffol had interefted hinifelf 
on behalf of my hu{band, and procured him a 
poft in the regiment of Artois, till he could be 
©therwife provided for. That gentleman, in 
compliance with the wifties of the Marchionefs 
de 'Boulainvilliers, and in conformity 'to the de- 
fire of his wife, with whom I had the honor of 
being upon a footing of intimacy, had exerted 
himfelf to procure this poft, but did not mean 
that his fervices fhould ftop here. 

The Marquis de Boulainvilliers, difappointed 
of his aim in his firft fcandalous report, foon 
after fabricated another, and rumoured it abroad 
that the young gentleman, the fon of Madame 
Claufle, had abfolutely eloped with me. Were 
I to mention half the injuries I have received 
from this man, it would tire the patience of my 
readers. However, as I have had fome connec- 
tion, fome intercourfe with hiim, in the courfe 
of a life replete with misfortunes, fo far as his 
condud had an efFe£t in producing them, fo fax 
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I am bound to relate. If thcfe fads Ihould re- 
fled upon the charadcf of the Marquis, it is not 
my fiiult, but his : let hirfi, if he ctm, refute 
my accufation. Not> only he, but.aU my cac- 
mies, will have that juftice here, which I, by 
the laws of my own country, if I may call them 
laws, was denied, Happy that from this mo- 
ment I can leave this ungracious perfon, at leaft 
for a time, and proceed to circumftances much 
more interefting, and which I hope will tei>d 
to the gratification of curiofitj^ 

It is neceflary, for the better underftanding 
of this narrative, to recapitulate fome of thofe 
circumftances, which, owing to the agitation 
of a mind almoft overwhelmed with diftrefs, 
may probably have been too much diflo^ated for 
critical perufal. 

Let the circumftances and fituatio^i of the 
authorefs of this Life ever be prefent in the me- 
mory of the candid, the very recolledion of 
whofe miferies is fufficient tp obliterate the 
powers of memory, and alrooft all the faculties 
of the mind. How then can ftrength of con- 
cation, judicious arrangement of circumftances^ 
or elegance of expreffion, be expefted from one 
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whofe fituation is fo completely wretched, a$ to 
j-ei«ier her unfit ta life wj other language h\A 
that which is di£lated by the energy of grkf ? 
Nothing could have induced me to undertake a 
t;aftt likethsB, to retface a life which has already 
beei> too long, and which, if my ideas of it are 
99 }uft as I could wi(h, is drawing faft to a pe- 
riod ; nothing could have roufed me from this 
lethargy of grief, but to refcue my memory 
(when this fluttering pulfe (hall ceafe to beat, 
and the hand that now guides my pen be moul- 
dered into duft) from the detraftions of malice. 
Abufcd, infulted, and difgraced, the wounds of 
bleeding h^nor are too deep here to be clofed. Do 
they call for vengeance ? No ; there iS a jufl;,^ a 
righteous judge, before whofe tribunal I fhall again 
meet my enemies, where neither the ftrong ariBL 
of oppreffion, nor the " gilded '* hand of offence, 
will not be fufBciently powerful to vanquifh in- 
nocence. To that tribunal I cite my enemies 
for a rehearing of my caufe : in the mean time 
I confider it a duty I owe my friends^ to relate 
thofe cifcumftances which may te^d to prove 
that I have been the viftira of powerful oppref- 
fion and intriguing policy, againft which nothing 
but the confcioufnefs of innocence could hava 
fuftained me, 
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I havd liientioned the manner in wliich lit6 
cftate of my anceftors had been divided, and^ 
from the eafy and unfufpefking temper of my 
father, added to his neceffitous fituatioHj it 
having been obtained by its prefent poiieirorsi 
for a very inconfiderable fum, compared with 
its intrinfic value, it was re-echoed from every 
quarter that thefe poffeffions, fo fraudulently 
acquired, might be regained through legal com- 
punftion. To examine into this, and to gain 
from the people in the place every neceffary in- 
formation, the MarchionefB de Boulainvilliers 
had advifed us to undertake the journey to Bar 
fur Aube. The reftbration of the inheritance 
of my anceftors was what I was now aiming at, 
and endeavouring to gain all the friends I could 
to fupport me in my claim. 

• When the Marchionefs de Boulainvilliers was 
alive, (he gaye me the ftrongeft encouragement 
to hope, that through her powerful influence 
and interceffion, I (hould again be put in pof- 
feffion of the inheritance of my anceftors. With 
this vkV ihe had introduced me to all her 
friends,: particularly thofe at court, from whofe 
fituation and interference any probable benefit 
might be derived. The worthy Marchionefs, 
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alas! was now dea4, but the ideas fhe had 
taught me to entertain, and the hopes thefe ideas 
naturally produced, were ftill alive, and in full 
vigor. Adtivity and . exertion were now more 
than ever neceflary, and I forefaw that any 
profped of future fortune would principally de- 
pend upon a proper cultivation of the friendfhip 
my worthy mother had implanted in the breafts 
of her friends, and a conjunftion of fortunate 
circumftances, fo neceflary to the attainment of 
a defired objeft. I determined, therefore, to im- 
prove the acquaintance with thofe to whom the 
Marchionefs had recommended me, and who, 
refpe£ting the memory of that amiable lady, 
would be induced to render me fervice. 

Soon after the death of his worthy lady, the 
Marquis conceived that I might be ufeful in his 
houfe, and had the audacity to offer me a diredl 
propofal, on terms, as he expreflcd it, of mu- 
tual and reciprocal convenience : infinuating, 
that as I was now married, my reputation 
would be fafe from the afperfions of fcandal, 
and that the name of a wife would be at once a 
fanftion for intrigue, and a (hield for reputa- 
tion. Difappointed by the forcible, expreffion 
of that indignation which muft ever accompany 
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the total f qeftiort of fych guilty propofitloa^^, 
ioid without hope of being abl* ta overcome n 
fettled contempt, which hi^ behaviour <^pwl^ 
not fail of exciting, he attempted revenge, an^ 
revenge of the bkcfeeft nature, craftily dire6ke<|# 
and envelloped with $ dSffimi^latjon agaiaft 
which it was almoft impoffible to gtjard, I 
have before fhewn how he attempted to aHt?natQ 
the afFedions of my relations, aiid elfewhefo 
related the means by which he endeavoured to 
ruin my reputation with my friendfs^ thereby 
wifhing to render me z$ much as poifiUc, like 
himfelf, the obje<3: of private Ifeof n and pubfia 
deteft^tion ; but thofe good angels* whofe offiw 
it is to defeat the dark defigns of hypocrify (a 
vice which cannot always be difcovered by hu- 
man penetration) difappointed his .malice. 

Among the chief of thofe in pdwer, to whom 
the worthy Marchionefs had introduced me, 
was? the Cardinal de Rohan. That prince^ gave 
ttxt the moft gracious reception, and encou-* 
ta^edme .to confide to him my future projefts, 
which he would direft by his advice, and afiift 
by his influence. J have already noticed thatrnjl* 
firft introduftion to this Prince was at Saverne^ 
where, having been made acquainted with nay 
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ftory, much to the gratification df my Worthy 
s mother/ he was pleafed to pay me a particular, 
attention. He now enCoUragfed me f o relate to 
him, in the moft explicit manner, my fituatldn, 
circumftances, and expectations, promifing he 
would intereft himfelf warmly in my behalf. 
Elated with the idea of having acquired fo pow^ 
erfal a friend, and pleafed ritiat my plans would 
have fo able a diredlor, I did not hefitate to dif- 
qlofe them. 

His Royal Highnefs the Duke d*Artoi$, hav- 
- ing feen me at church, noticed me in a particu-*' 
lar manner, with his wonted affability. The 
attention he, had been pleafed to pay me was 
foon wjfted to the ears of his confort, whom 
alfo I had the good fortune to pleafe, and fhe 
determined to take me under her proteftion. 

The delicate and difinterefled manner in which 
this Princefs exerted herfelf in my favor, can 
never be erafed from my memory. Convinced 
that (he had lately been in a very firtgular pre- 
dicament, and fearful that, if Ihe placed me im- 
mediately under her patronage, it might operate 
to my difadvantagei fhe in the moft private man- 
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iier poflible placed me tinder the patronage o^ 
her royal fifter, Madame* 

The Cardinal, from whom I concealed no- 
thing, advifed me at this juncture not to prefs 
either the Countefs d^Artois, or her royal fifter 
Madame, to make any dire£l requeft, which 
jflight probably have been premature: it was 
fufficient th^ thcife ladies exprefled an inclina- 
tion to ferve me. He approved of my intenr 
tions, which were, that they, with ^fadame 
Elizabeth, who had formerly honored me with 
her attention, would intereft themfelves pii* 
vately, and ftr^ngthen my application to his 
Majefty. 

Xhe Cardinal de Rohan having fanftioned itV 
with his approbation, / 1 'immediately fet about 
.putting it in execution, and for this, purpofe 
waited^on Madame Elizabeth, who received me 
with the greateft complacency. I prefented my 
memorial, which (he accepted with her ufual 
affability, and condefcended at parting to falutc 
me# 

Emb6ldened by the fuccefs of my firft appli- 
cation, I foon after went to the apartments of 

the 



( 227 ) 

tKe Couritefs d'Artois, where her firft wotnan^ 
Madame Coulong, received liiej dnd defired me 
to follow to her StjJartment, in which ftie left me 
without faying a word. In a few minutes, flic 
and the Countefs d'Artois came out together, 
reading a paper^ the contents, of which feemed 
to afFedt them, Madame Coulong returned, and 
informed toe that the Countefs d'Artois and 
Madame JEHzabeth were that moment perufing 
my ipemorial, and that the latter begged me io 
call at her houfe, where fhe would be with me 
in a moment. In a quarter of an hour fhe ar- 
rived : I was ufhered to her prefence by Madame 
)Patres, her firft woman* After receiving toe 
very courteoufly^ and alking me many polite 
iand obliging queftions on my (ituation, fhe in-* 
formed toe^, that fhe would do what I defired' 
her with the greatefl pleafure* 

The petition which I delivered to the Prin*- 
ceffes, was in fldl drawn up and addreflfed to 
his Majefty. 1 had only, as I before intimated, 
put it into the hands of thofe ladies, that, being 
acquainted with the nature of my requefl, they 
might enforce it as they fhould fee occafion. 
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*rhe kindnefs with which the Princ^fs re* 
ceived me, the intereft flie took in my affairs, 
and the expreffion bf her good wifhes to fcrve 
' me, fo afFefted my fenfibility, that I could not 
refrain from tears, I was extremely furprized 
to hear her explain herfelf fo well, and fpeak 
with facility on minute affairs, about which la- 
dies of her high rank are feldom fuppofed to be 
converfant. When I quitted her, I attempted 
to. take one of her hands, and prefs it to my 
lips ; but flie, anticipating my intention, gently 
withdrew it, and exclaimed, embracing me with 
all the warmth of friendfhip, "'Ah I my dear 
Countefs, you are very dear ta us, a3 well as 
Monfieur/' T^rs of gratitude, which I could 
not reflrain, trickled faft down my cheeks. She « 
obferved it, and expreffed anxiety to part with 
me. '' Come often, and fee me ! Come every 
day," faid (he, *' you will always find me dif* 
engaged at eleven. Is it polfible,'* added fhe, 
*' that the Queen will not prefer you to the 
Polignacsr" 

If I could have believed that my misfortunes 
woi\ld ever be ended, it would certainly have 
been at this period. The whole court fpoke of 
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mc ; I was the general fubjeft of their converfa^ 
tioa J all pointed me out as patronized by M?- 
damcj who carried her attention to me to fuch 
an extent, that, fearing I might wait fometimes 
longer than fhe wifhcd, fhe defired me often to 
write, and commiffioned the Abbe Malet to take 
charge of my letters. This was a very fingular 
condefcenfion, and a very great honor ; for it is, 
not the cuftom in France to write letters to the 
royal family, which only pafs between thofe 
who are equal in point of rank : when the 
Princeflfes are addreffed, they are called petitions, 
by way of marking their diftinguifhed eminence 
and fuperiority. I think it neceflary to make 
this remark, not merely from oftentation, but 
to (hew in what a refpeftable light they held my 
family, and how much they iverp attached tQ 
Hiy intereft. 

As often as I wrote to her, fhe carrie^d her 
complacency and condefcenfion fp far as to write 
to Monfieur d'Ormeffon, then intendant of the 
finances, and to Mpnfieur de Forge of Bonnairejj 
three or four letters, ftating very fully my cafe, 
and preffing them to confiderand intereft them-t 
felves in my favor. Thefe were not mere bil- 
lets^ ufually ordered to be fent by perfans gf 
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rank upon ordinary applications ; but lettcrs,'ii^; 
detail, afiuaUy written by Madame^ iindcr her 
own proper fignature^ purporting that (he (hould 
be much pleafed with them if they would pay 
proper attention to her requeft ; that thefe folir 
tatitfns were in favor of a perfpn who merited 
their fupport, and that her name was Mademoi- 
fclle de Valois^ 

When I prefented thefe letters to d-Ormeifon^' 
he faid, " Well, Madam, I will reply to thefe 
letters of Madame, very foon ; but Madame has 
now no great' influence. You .fliould rather 
folicit the influence of the Queen ; (he can ferve 
you nqiuch more effedually- Wilj you have the 
goodnefs to acquaint Madame that I Ihall be very 
glad to have an audience with her, to explain 
this bufir^efs ! • * I confefs I felt myfelf much 
hurt oh an interview withMonfieur d'Ormeflbn, 
to hear him exprefs himfelf with fo little refpedk 
to my benefaftrefs ; and, as I pofieffed a faculty 
from nature of fpeaking the truth, (a language 
not often fpoke in courts, not often agreeable to 
to the ears of minifters) he felt himfelf fo much 
offended, that he determined with Monfieur de 
Forge de Bonnaire, not to give themfelves any 
trouble aboy t me. 
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- ' ^ohfieur de Forge deBonnaire was intendant 
^f the demefnes of the King's fisheries and fo- 
refts ; my father's eftate was a part of thelc 
demefnes ; it was on this acconot that I found 
it neceflfary to make application to him, to 
whom I was firft recommended by his worthy 
uncle, Moniieur de Beavttnan, who had given 
him that place d\iring his life. This gentlemau 
was of an opinion very different from his ne* 
phew : the fornier wifhed me to recover, and 
enjoy my father's pofleflions ; the latter alked 
me many impertinent queftions '. " Whether I 
had a certain right to mak^e fuch demand ? " and 
** If I was really defpended from the Valois ? '* 
•— -Aftonifhed at the impropriety of fuch inters 
rogatories, my defcent being well known to all 
Paris, and acknowledged by the King himfelf, 
*^ Good God ! " exclaimed I, in accents of fur- 
iprize, ** Can you reajly be ferious in th^fe en- 
quiries ? It is fufcly impoffible that you can be 
ib ignorant J neyerjthelefs, for your latisfaClion, 
I will fend to you this evening, wheri I return, 
my genealogical extraft, which wUl convince 
you to a demonftration of my birth, with a let- 
ter which fhall accompany it, and explain niy 
fentiments on this occafipQ/* '^ Madame," re- 
turned he, in ^, toi\e of trifling gallantry, ** I 
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dk your pardoii ! I only aiked the queftion, that 
I might indulge iny eyes with gazing upon a 
fii^e woman, I ajimire your vivacity ; but with 
you, Madame, I have a double pleafure, as you 
are at oncp beautiful and witl;y."-t-^V You have 
doubts, Monfieur de Forge," retorted I ; " you 
fhall feel that I am a Valois ! •* I fpoke this 
haftily, without the leaft dcgjce pf premedita-? 
tion ; but M. de Forge thought otljerwife, and 
took opcafion, ?fter having feen me frequently, 
to make a very fine and long declaration of lovc^ 
He faid many things againft M. d'Ormeffon, 
an4 wiflied to lift me, as much as poffible, con«? 
cerning what had been faid by Madame ; obferv- 
ing at the fame time, that Monfieur d'Ormeflbn 
had it very little in bis power to ferve me, aU 
though he was certainly his fuperior. 

Monfieur d'Ormeflbn had at firft promifed 
Madapae Elizabeth^ that he would arrange every 
thing in fuch a manner, that tlie King would 
not fail to grant what (he defired ; and fo furc 
was he of fpcpefs, that he advanc?ed me five 
hundred Ijvres upon the r^nt§ of the fucceeding 
year. A foon as Madame was informed of this 
cfrcumftancc, (he fent for me, received me with 
kifs of congratulation, complimpjited me oq 
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the occafion, and told me fhe had fanguiiie hopes 
that Ihe fhould now be able to fucceed in her 
applications,, and that this was an earneft of 
greater foceefs. 

This beneficent Princefs was fo overjoyed, 
that (he related the circumftance to every one 
ihe met that evening. All anxioufly waited my 
arrival, that they might have an opportunity of 
congratulating me on my good fortune, upon 
which they were pleafed to fay a great many 
handfome things, and the generofity of Madame 
was* not more the theme of converfation, than, 
as they flatteringly infinuated, the accomplifli- 
mcnts of her who had occalioned it : fo natural 
is it for people to flatter thofe who are juft be- 
ginning to experience the funfhine of profperity, 
;and are diftinguiflied by the favors of the great. 
The commendations of thefe fycophants are 
equally profufe in the time of favor, as their 
malice and contempt of the very fame perfon 
laboring under the gripe of poverty, occafioned 
by the frowns of negle6l. Th,e hiftgry of hu- 
man nature ia every page, nay almoft in every 
line, fo ftrongly evinces the truth of this re- 
niark, that it needs neither apology for its in- 
fertion, nor proof for its fupport ; it is one of 
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Ihofc felf-evideiit propofitions which wc*"ar^ 
every day in the habit of feeing illuftrated. 

That fame evening, Madame fent me to the 
houfe of Monfieur d'Ormeflbn, to thank him 
for his kind exertions in my favor. Before I 
waited upon this minifter at his own houfe, I 
thought proper to write to hini, as if from Ma- 
dame ; a permiffion which that lady had given 
me. The purport of my note was, to enquire 
if he could be feen at ten o'clock that evening. 
He begged the favor of me, b^ a billet, to have 
the goodnefs to d^fer the appointment till i^vtXL 
o'clock the next evening. I accordingly at- 
tended at the hour appointed, and found there 
Monfieur RouUier d'Orveuille, intendant of 
Champagne, who was waiting to fpeak with 
Monfieur d'Ormeflbn. I waited near half an 
hour ; but what was my furprize, when I ob-« 
ferved Monfieur de Forge, who had juft left the 
room of Monfieur d'Ofmeflbn. " Ah ! are you 
there, beautiful Countefs?" exclaimed he.-— 
'*' You feem to fpeak as if you was ignorant 
that I was here,'^ replied J, ^nd, like a bird of 
ill omen, began to forebode in my own mind 
that no good was brooding between thofe two ; 
and my foreboding was eventually true. 
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Madime has^ fent me hither, thought I to 
myfelf, to return rny acknowledgments, but, 
inftead of acknowledgments, I fear we fhall 
have quarrels. If Monfieur d'Ormeflbn had 
Succeeded according to his promife, as he had 
taught me deceijtfully to hope ; if he had any 
good news for me, he would certainly have in- 
formed Monfieur Forge, as thofe poffeffions of 
my anceftors which I wifhed to regain were all 
within the department of the latten ^^ Yow 
know nothing," replied I, addreffing my (elf to 
Monfieur de Forge, who had put his queftions 
concerning my defcent, '^ abfolutely nothing! 
You know, at leaft, that you are one of thofe 
who promife largely, and perform fparingly ; 
and you know that you have told me falfities !" 
He infifted upon an explanation, and what I 
meant by fuch an afliertion. 

Convinced, as I was, that he was yet more 
jculpable than Monfieur d^Ormeflbn, I told him 
fny thoughts, and in a tone which people in 
office are leaft acquainted with, and leaft pleafed 
to hear. '* As I do not know what you mean 
to fay,*' replied he, *' I will not wait for you : 
I will either attend you at your own houfe, or 
couduft you to mine/' 
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I then went to Monfienr d'Ormeflbn, leav- 
ing Monfieur de Forge with Monficur RouUier 
d'Orveuille. I underftood from Monfieur d'Or- 
meffon, what indeed I. had already forefcien, 
that he had not faid award to Madame qoncern-r 
ing the reftoration of my pofleffions, and dif- 
covered that nothing more was in his power 
than to give me a Regrat de Sel^ in a province 
about forty leagues from Paris. It is neceffary 
to explain to thofe unacquainted with France, 
that thf^Regrat de Sel is an officer'cotnmon in 
every town, and that the perfon holding this 
office delivers out, from a warehoufe, all the 
fait confumed in the place. The falary is pro- 
portioned to the fize of the town ; and from 
this office the Gabelle^ or tax upon fait, is col- 
leded, which is farmed by the Regrqt de Seh^-^-r 
Thus was the great- grand-daughter of a King 
treated by thefe mufhrooms of the day, who, 
fpringing from the tranfrtory fmile of royal fa- 
vor, are deftroyed by the breath that raifed them, 
and fink into their primitive infignificance : thus 
was an undoubted defcendant of the Valois de- 
graded, by an offer to keep ^ warehouse, and 
be a retailer of fait. 

Vexed 
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^' Vexed at fuch an infult, which akrmed my 
pride, and afFeded my fenfibility in a manner 
I had not art enough to conceal, an infult 
which was more intolerable than an abfolute 
difappointment, I prepared to depart. Monfieur 
d'Ormeflbn, knowing my intimacy with Ma- 
dame, and obferving the indignation with which 
I treated fo degrading an offer, was not without 
appreheniions that I might prejudice him at 
court. After my audience, I went to the houfe 
of Monfieur de Forge. I confefs, that I have 
a natural warmth of difpofition, a certain viva- 
city and impetuofity of temper, which the pro- 
pofition of Monfieur d'Ormeflbn had by no 
means tended to diminifli. I could not forget 
fo prepofterous an offer ; nor could I help re- 
monftrating with Monfieur de Forge, notwith- 
ftanding the prefence of Monfieur de Roullief 
d'Orveuille and fome of the domeflics. ** It is 
you," faid I, ** who are the advifer of Monfieur 
d'Ormeflbn ; he is not wicked enough to deny 
it, nor has he any reafon to do fo ; and, had 
you not made fpme obfervation confonant to 
your own views, he would not have offered 
fuch an infult." Monfieur de Forge folemnly 
denied having any knowledge at all of the mat- 
ter ; he even appeared to blame the conduct of 

d^Ormefibn^ 
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d^Ormeffon. Monfieur dc Forge and Mon(iexif 
Roullier d'OrveuUle expfeffed their good wifties 
to ferve me, gave me friendly advice for my 
future proceedings, and concluded by preffing 
me to declare whofe conduct was moft repre- 
henlGible, ** I cannot exaiftly afcertain,'* replied 
i, '* who is moft to be cenfured ; but Madame 
feels herfelf much piqued at having been thus 
trifled with, and by no means underftands fuch 
fineffe.*' ^* But the Queen,** replied they^ «' is 
the only perfon that triumphs ; it is Ihe who 
rules every thing ; all favors are referved for her 
difpofal." . Monfieur d'Ormeflbn had indeed en- 
gaged me ftrongly to pay my court to the 
Queen, becaufe, he (aid, he was obliged to 
render an account of every application for fa- 
vors, that the Queen might fee whether they 
were requefted either by her own, or the friends 
of Madame de Polighac, otherwife they could 
not be obtained. 

Furnilhed with this intelligence, which theii 
appeared to me fo remarkably fingular, I re- 
turned. to Madame, and related this converfa- 
tion word for word. She hftened to me with 
attentive concern, and advifed me to be patient, 
affuring me that th6re would foon be a change, 

as 



as (TOrmefibn would not Jong be in power ; Ihc 
notwithftanding . perfuaded me to go to hinr 
again at Paris, and demand, on her part, that 
he would acknowledge his former promife, and 
give me fifteen thoufand livres. I accordingly 
fet out, accompanied by a friend, and waited 
upon Monfieur d'OrmefloH about feven o'clock' 
in the evening. He feemed to exprefs concern- 
that he GoUld do nothing for me. The fane- 
tion of Madame^ and the prefence of the friend 
who accompanied me, infpired me with courage^ 
toffpeak my thoughts. *' Very well ! '* replied ' 
I. ^* Madame has charged me to tell you, that 
your power to deceive her will ceafe at the ex- 
piration of three weeks, when I fhall have fuf- 
ficient latisfadion for your breach of faith ! " 
Having uttered this threat, I departed. 

I had indeed predided the truth ; for, about 
three weeks after my journey fromFontainblcau, 
he, Monfieur d'Ormeflbn, was difmifled from 
office, and fuperfeded by Monfieur de Calonne. 

I had continued at Verfailles, dancing atten- 
dance on Monfieur d'Ormeflbn, (amufed with 
hopes, and deceived by promifes never meant to 
be performed) at a vqry confiderable expence^- 

from 
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from the month of June to the month of Sep-^ 
tember, by the defire of Madame^ that I might 
be upon the fpot to folicit the minifter, I lodged 
at the Hotel de Jouy, in the Rue de Recollet, 
having long before (which I believe I have not 
yet mentioned) left the Hotel de Boulainvilliers, 
in confequence of the^ behaviour of the Marquis, 
who, as I have mentioned in my memoirs, not 
choofing plainly to bid me depart, took care to 
make my refidence as uncomfortable as poflible, 
by feveral mean retrenchments, which none but 
a man of his difpofition could have been guilty 
of. My refidence at Verfailles, and my domef- 
tics, together with the appearance I was obliged 
to make, and the company with whom I aflb- 
ciated, was neceffiu-ily very expenfive : at the 
fame time I had a houfe at Paris, where my 
hufband refided, in the Rue de Saint Giles. 

Monfieur d*Ormeflon fent to me one day, and 
defired an interview, informing ma he had many 
things to tell me, which, from his fhort conti- 
nuaiKe at Verfailles, he had not had time to 
communicate. On my arrival at Paris, in the 
Qourfe of cqnverfation, he faid, ** Oh ! Madam 
Countefs, I am confufed ! I dare not, indeed, 
appear before you ; I am really afliamed. Caa 

you 
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you pardon me ? . But 1 fear rfliall not find- fa- 
vor ; I h^vefo often prorhifed, and not kept my 
word.''— Thefe were, indedd^ humiliating con- 
ceffions for a man once {o high in office ; but 
the ftorm which had tumbled him from the 
giddy height of intoxicating power, had at leaft 
been favorable in 'ftrengthenihg his judgment. ' 
During his adminiftratioh, he had been a man"* 
of promifes, and had put many to great expence 
in attendancies for appointments, which aH eva- 
porated in difappointment* 

From. too great an irritability of the nervous 
fyftem, I mifcarried a fecond time, ajid was 
indeed dangeroufly ill ; but 1 had the confola- 
tion to find myfelf h6nor6d by the particular 
attention of thofe whofe interference fcldoin 
faib to create envy* Thei^Queen herfelf con- 
defbended to fend for Madame Patres, to enquire- 
after my health. Mada^ne frequently fent to 
my hoiife. Monfieur Champioii, page of the 
back flairs, a particular favorite of Monfieur and 
Madame, was often difpatched to me with kind 
enquiries ; fometimes he accompanied the phy- 
fictins whom Madame fent to give me their 
advice and affiftance : it was he who fir ft gave 
me/ intimation how highly I was honored, by 
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the relation of a circumftance wiiich tfOuld not 
but be pleafing ; he informed me that he was 
prefent, when the Queen faid to his JMajefty^ 
on his return from huntingy that ihe found her- 
felf fbmewhat indifpofed. The King enquired 
from whence her indifpofijtion proceeded. " It 
is," replied (he, " at fight of'a fpeftacle which 
I beheld from tny window \ a lady whofe name 
is Valois, married to the Count de la Motte, 
had fallen into ftrong convulfions, and was car- , 
ried along by two men ; it was fome time before 
I could difcover what was the matter, and I 
am given to underftand they are both young 
people/' 

Such an honaf as her Majefty^s notice; fucli 
a condefcenfion as the very terms ia which (he 
fpoke, intimating a jkgpee of compaflion, and 
even an intereft in my concerns ; fuch compaf- 
fion, fuch intereft, could not be pleafing to 
thofe who had long monopolized her Majefty's 
favor, arid they determined, if pofiiblfe, to cru(K 
this growing attention in its infancy, by adopt- 
ing thofe means which they thought beft cal- 
culated to efFe£t their malicious purpofes. To 
this end, and to prevent the vifits and kindnefs 
of the Priiiicsffes, they infiftuated that my dif- 
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trder was of Aich a nature as to render it dan- 
gerous to approach me. 

The kmdnefs of* thefe ladies, probably pene- 
■ trating the intentions of thofe whb wifhed to 
fet me afide, that they might themfelves enjoy 
my place in their efteem, would not fufFer them 
to put an implicit confidence in their reports, 
notwithftahding they were not ^totally without 
fear. To afcertain, however, whether thefe 
reports were well founded, Madame queftioned 
the phyficians, at the fame time informing them 
' that many perfons had endeavored to prejudice 
her againft nie, by infinuating that my diflempcr 
was contagious. Thefe gentlemen gave it as 
their opinion, that the diforder under which I 
labored, and the conicquent corivulfions, , had 
been occafioned by a derangement of the nervous 
fyftem ; ** and we can aver this, for the fatif- 
fadlion of Madume^'* continued they, '* upon 
our' honor/* " You believe there is not the 
leafl danger in coming near her ? This report, 
then, is nothing but the efFedt of jealoufy."— 
She then difmiffed them, charging them to pay 
me particular attention, and to give her an ac- 
count of the progrefs of my recovery. They 
obeyed her orders punclually; afTifling me with 
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the beft advice and medical preparations ; and,, 
when I found myfelf fufficiently convalefcent, 
they advifed me to go and pay my refpefts to 
Madame^ and to be feen by all the court. My 
firft vifit was accordingly made to that princefs, 
who received me with the greatest complacency, 
and teftified her joy at my recovery. 

At courts, vhere jealoufy is ever watchful, 
where envy is. always prevalent, and malice 
continually aftive ; where thofe who are parti- 
cularized as favorites cannot efcape the minute 
inveftigation of court flatterers, it is not ftrange 
that at Verfailles I fell under their cenfure. 
There wefe many who obferved the growing 
kindnefs of Afo^^/w^, and endeavored, by every 
means, to detach her from my intefeft j they 
were jealous alfo of the friendfhip and efteem 
with which theCountefs d'Artois condefcended 
tq honor me. Madame had tht delicacy not to 
tell me of this, but fhe fuggefted to me her 
ideas through the medium of the Abbe Mallet, 
one of her chaplains, who prefaced his com- 
miflion with compliments it would but ill be- 
CQme me to repeat, left I fliould incur the im- 
putation of vanity. She advifed me to ftop the 
fuggeftions of malice, and prevent any one from. 
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peaking difrefpeafuUy of my future condu<a:, 
by fending for my hu{band, and charged the 
Abbe to write himfelf that fame day, defiring 
him to come as foon as he received the letter. 
** This will at leaft quiet thofe who are jealous ; 
this will tend to h\ilh their fufpicions. And 
defire her," added Ihe, addreffing herfelf to the 
Abbe, *' to take pip ftep at court without her 
huiband.'' 

Soon after my recovery, my friends advifed 
jjie to place myfelf ii> the Salle des Tr^/^&^j, near 
the chapel, with my hufband, to the intent 
that we might be obferved by all the court. 
We plaiped ourfelves at the fide of the chapel, 
where no fperfon has any right tp be feated ; 
but, as I was very well known, this was dif- 
penfed with in n^y fayor. Madame had the 
goodnefsi to point me out to the Queen, wl^o 
did me the honpr to notice me. Upon this at- 
tention paid r?ie by her Majefty, m^ny eyes, 
which were before diredled towards this royal 
perfonage", were rjow turned upon me, and a 
whifper was heard of ^^ There, there fhe is! 
There is the Countefs de Valois, now perfedly 
fecovered." Anc^ as every perfon is ready to 
ffiUow the example of royalty, all feeraed to 
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cxprefs their.kindnefs, arid paid their compli-i 
meiits on this occafion* 

It was more than once mentioned to me, that 
the King and Queen, but more particularly the 
Queen, felt great concern on my account ; that 
her Majefty had expreffed herfelf in a very ear- 
neft and particular manner to Madame. Froni 
this intelligence, fo favorable to my wiflies, and 
the advice of my friends, Iconfefs I took every 
opportunity to lit in the fame place at the cha-. 
pel, and iji every other placeVherc I might be 
more confpicuoufly obferve^ by the royal family 
and the nobility ; and it will not probably be 
thought unnatural, that, having favors to alK 
at court, I fhould be fo anxious to gain the 
royal favor, and feize the golden minute for 
my eftablifliment in life. Whenever I appeared 
in public, whenever my eyes met thofe of her 
Majefty, Ihe honored me with a fmjle— -a fataj 
fmile, that al|ure^ me to my ruint 

When her Majefty eondefcended to falute mo 
in this affable manner, as I was on the other 
fide the diurch, I pbferved her with a look ex-« 
preffive of the greateft refpeft. Not daring to 
fflciile a^ain, I attemipted, b^ vaj deportqaent,^ 
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' to convey an idea how much I felt myfelf 'ho* 
nored, and how extremely grateful I was for 
her attentions. This favorable difpofition of 
her* Majefty did not efcape the notice of my 
friends, who^ advifed me to improve it to the 
litmofl. 

' The Cardinal had perfuaded me to fee Ma* 
dame d'Offeun, the Queen's attire-woman, and 
fifter to the Due de Guiche, who married Ma- 
dame de Polignac, to intreat that fhe would 
have the goodnefs to take charge of the geneia^ 
logical memoirs of ouf family, and prefent them 
to the Queen. .1 accordingly laid them before, 
that lady^ and begged her to ufe her influence 
Jn ftrengthening my requeft to her Majefty. 
She liftened to me with great kiriduefs, and -re- 
plied, '* You are certainly not well advifed, in 
having made your firft application to Madame^ 
whom the Queen is informed is your protecSrefs, 
particularly as you know they are not upon good 
terms. I fcarce know how to direA in fuch a 
predicament ; however, I will fee if I can find 
a favorable opportunity oSf fpeaking to the Queen, 
but I have great doubts whether flie will take 
upon herfelf to c^lige you, on account of your 
jfirft application having been made to Madame. 
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As to the memoirs which you wifli to have pre* 
fented to his Majefty, I would a4vife you to fee 
my brother, the Duke de Guiche^ captain of the 
Guards, fucceflbr to the Duke de Villerpy. . I 
affure you, Madame, that I will recommend 
you to him this day. You may Tee him to* 
morrpw about twelve, or between twelve and 
one. Write to him, Tiqwever^ at nine, by way 
of refrelhing his memory/' 

I took this lady^s advice, and waited upon hiti^ 
next day at the hour appointed. The Di^ike, 
who was young and airy, did not apparently pay 
great regard to my rcqueft ; in fad:, he did not 
much chufe to trouble himfelf with , bufinefsy 
and, ,as all are trifling about the court of Ver-^ 
failles, and more bufy in pvirfuit of their plea- ^ 
fures than any ferious concerns, the Duke be- 
gan to amufe himfelf by paying me fome com- 
pliments, and making love, inftead of liiccning 
to my requeft. As my bufinefs was of a more 
ferious nature than to attend to thefe trifling 
gallantries, to which my fituation did indeed 
but too much expofe me, I attempted to recall 
his mind to the fubjed of my errand, and flill 
reiterated the word '' bufmefs.y '' Well then,'' , 
replied he, *^ I will take the charge of your 
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jaemprjal : I will deliver it myfelf to his ^^a* 
jefty ; I will ferve you with all my influence, 
aijd f\ipport your r^qyeft with all my power.'* 

^ I conceived this promife, in the language of 
the court, rather too profufe to be fin^ere, par- 
ticularly as the Duke h^d prefaced 1% with forne 
trifling compliments, which made me fuppofe 
that my concerns would efcape hi§ njcniory, I 
determined next day to have my memorial pre*^ 
fented to the King. As there was no mafs that 
day, it was agreed between us that the Duke 
ihould himfelf receive it at the chapel, and pre- 
sent it to his Majefty : he alfo politely p/omiied 
to inform me, by jett^r, what his Majefty 
^pvld obferye# 

Matters being thus adjufted, I myfelf took care 
to be prefent at the mafs, and chofe a fituation 
^vhere I could fee without being obferved. I 
had the fatisfaftion to perceive the King reading 
a. paper very attentively, and the Duke appeal; 
to be in earneft converfation with him. After 
pinner, I received a very circumftantial epiftle 
from the Duke, to whom the King had put a 
great number of queftions, very favorable to my 
jntereft. 

In 



In this epiftle, the Duke advifed fn6 to tferoviP 
myfclf at his Majefty's feet the next day, to iu-. 
duce him to remember me, at the fame time 
charging me not to fay a fyllable to his fiftei* 
of the part he had taken in my affairs. It 
appeared very Angular, that the Duke fhould 
defire me' not to inform his fifter that he had 
prefented my memorial to his Majefty , together 
with fome other circumftanCes which were 
to me extremely aenigmatical. In vain did I 
refleft, ineffedually did Ithen puzzle myfelf, 
to find the clue that might unravel this myfte-* 
lious bufinefs* Jt was alfo Angular that a bro-t 
ther, who appeared interefted to ferve me^ 
flhould give me advice not to truft his fifter with 
my memorial, to deliver to the Queen. *^ Yo\i 
are unfortunately pretty, Madame,'* faid he, 
•* and theQueen— — * You have too naugh pow^F 
to pleafe, and the Queen — -^ 

I could not, for my life, divine the purport 
of thefe hints, couched in terms at that nao- 
mcnt fo very unintelligible. My readers will, 
perhaps, be as much puzzled as I was, and 
will fcarcely be able to guefs this aenigm^* 
Had they known the charafter of the Polignacs, 
whofe influence was then f« prevalent at court ; 
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liad they known their jealoufy of all thofe who 
were not immediately recommended by them ; 
had they known the fury of their tempers, the 
irritability of their difpofitions, neither my 
reader, nor myfelf, would hfave wondered at 
this caution. The Duke was, in faft, fearful 
of his wife, and afraid to be the means of ac-* 
quiring any court favors, the difpofal of which 
thofe haughty ladies were fo eager to monopo* 
lize. This alfo explains the reafon of the advice 
of Madanie d'OfFeun, when the manner ia 
which Ihe received me, and the couijfel flie 
gave me, i^ recoUedled, though perhaps (he 
was not then aware of what fhe faid. I have^ 
however, fbmetimes feen her, as fhe was taking 
^n airing with the Queen in her phaeton^ to 
whom fhe has frequently pointed me out, anci 
her Majefly, as ufual,* has condefcended to rc# 
^ard me with ^a fmile of inexpreffible afFabilityt 

Monfieur de Forge, whom I met at Fontain- 
bleau, begged permiflion of Monf- de la Motte 
jto pay us a vifit, that he might give us his ad- 
vice refpefting the prefent minifler. Imagining 
that he wifhed to promote our intereft, we were 
always happy to fee him, which was indeed very 
pften ; he drew up the plan of proceeding he 
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wiflied us to adopt, in' writing, which he de- 
fired the Count to copy, and tranlinit the ori- 
ginal to Monfieur de Calonne, that he might be 
apprized of the nature of our claim. *^ Send 
it," continued he, '' to-morrow morning *t 
fialf paft eleven, and, when I mention your 
nanje, he will not fail to make fome remark^ 
upon the circumftance. It fhall be my care to 
avail myfelf of this opportunity to explain every 
thing, -as fopn as I get pofleffion of your me- 
morial." I indeed promifcd it ihould be prcT 
pared for him ; but, having ftrong reafons foj- 
Juppofing his profeflions were not altogether 
fincere, neglected to fend it, 

The following: day he waited upon me, to 
aik the reafon why I had not fent the memorial 
to Monfieur de Calonne, who was going to fet 
off the Wednefday following, confequei>tly Jie 
could not have any opportunity of feeing him 
but at Paris. " That is juft as I wifh," raplied 
I. *' 1 have written to Monfieur de Calonne^ 
begging him to appoint fome hour for an intex-? 
view to-morrow, and he has written a very po-? 
lite note in anfwer, telling me that he was forry 
he could not fee me till Wednefday at one, jufl: 
previous to his departure.'* 
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I muft do Monficur de Calonne the juflice to 
fay, that his behaviour at that period was per- 
fedly fatisfaftory, and I began to feel my hopes 
revive, and to think that my misfortunes were 
drawing to a conclufion. I was, however, de- 
ceived. Thefe hopes were rekindled, but, alas ! 
only to be loft in greater difappointments. Thus 
fallacioufly was I accuftomed to reafon on thai 
firft dawn of good fortune, which I flattered 
myfelf would be progreffive to th^ meridian of 
my wifhes, but ha4 cherilhed only an illufive 
gleam of fancy, which beamed in the bofom of 
inexperienced youth to allure it towards the pre- 
cipice of ruin. 

The Wednefday following, on my arrival in 
Paris, I underftood that Monfieur de Forge had 
been that morning to pay me a vifit. He wrote, 
a few lines, expreflive of his wifli that I fliould 
devote an hour or two to him the fame day, 
as he had fome very particular bufinefs to com- 
municate. I accordingly faw him at the ap- 
pointed time, and related the good reception I 
had met with from Monfieur de Calonne. ^^/Tia 
very well," replied he ; ^' I am quite delighted ; , 
there is. not the leaft doubt but we fliall fuc-. 
ceed, I will go to-morrow, about ten ; I have 
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feme bufinefs to do with him, and I will htCufS 
to fpeak of yoii." *^ That's very well," re-r 
plied I ; *^ and hive the goodnefs to drop me a 
line, to inform me ]£ he confents to my ap-» 
pointment this evening." - 

After--^vaiting a confiderable time, in expec- 
tation of an anfwer from Monfieur de Forge, 1 
began to fufpeft him of duplicity, ahd wrote 
a liote, wherein I informed him that I ihould 
follow him immediately, uniefs I could be fatif- 
fied as to the fuccefs of his application. He pre- 
tended that Monfieur de Calonne was too much 
engaged, *' which," added he, *' is not very 
ftrange, as he is fcarcely feated in his office ;'* 
declaring that it was with the utmoft difficnilty 
they could find a moment to fpeak of me ; but 
he will be very glad to converfe with you upoii 
your concerns to-morrow, at half paft feven iu 
the evening." There was nothing more mate- 
rial, than that Monfieur de Calonne^ from what 
he had feid to him concerning me^ appeared 
very much difpofei to oblige me. 

Previous to my vifiting Monfieur de Calonne, 
I faw his firfl: fecretary, named Henry. This 
gentleman, who was remarkably intelligent, 
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and m whom I placed' great confidence, wifKed 
both me and my hu(band all^joffible fuccefs. 
Heufed every exertion in his power with the 
three fucceffive minifters, in my behalf, and 
once faid, with great joy in his countenance,- 
*^ Oh, Madame Countefs, your misfortunes will 
rery foon be over ! Only have a little patience." 
I could not comprehend his meaning. He told 
me that he had often fpoke of me to Monfieur 
de Calonne, who appeared defirous to obftge - 
me. He encouraged me much, and advanced 
every argument that might induce me to hope, 
but without efFeft ; he could not difpel thofc 
fears, which, indeed, I could not help expref- 
fing. " If he fhould change, Madame,'* replied 
he, ** I affure you I fhall be very much fur- 
prized." He then conduced me to the houfe 
qf Monfieur de Calonne, to whom I was im- 
mediately introduced, although there were maay 
perfons at that time waiting. 

- This being an evening in which there was a 
particular audience, I did not intend to occupy 
the time of the minifi:er, engaged in fuch a 
multiplicity of bufinefs ; he neverthelefs defired 
me to be fcated. His converfation furprized me 
to the lafi: degree, and I began to perceive that 
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thef e had beeii a great deal of fineffe between 
him and Monfieur de Forge^ though I wanted 
courage to tell him my thoughts. ^^ Gonfefs," 
Hid he to me^ " that you are only fhamming 
poverty! You are certainly not fa in 'reality; 
ibr k is very vilible that the appeararice you 
make.fpeaks quite a different language. You 
have a hotel at Paris, your cabriole, voiture, a 
travelling carriage, with ferVant s in livery ; and 
yo« travel -with the court. All this fplertdor, 
Madame Countefs, is beyond your income. . Is 
it poffible we can believe that your penfion of 
eight hundred livres gan fupport all this ? But 
come now, tell me, and tell me truly ; for the 
caculation of your expence is at the rate of two 
thoufand five hundred livres per annum. Con- 
fefs that you have other rcfources than we are 
acquainted with, for it furprizes us greatly, 
that you fliould pretend to be fo poor.'* 

*^ I affure you, Sir," replied I, *^thofewhta 
give you this information are not acquainted 
with the fums I have been obliged to borrow, 
nor how much I am iq debt. • Perhaps you are 
ignorant that Madame' ^sls Jefir^d me to accept 
an arret d^ furjeance (a Ypecies of writ iflued 
•under the King's fign manual, the party obtaia- 

ing 
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Ing which is obli^d to make a declaration of the 
extent of their debts, and are protedcd from ar- 
refts, or fuits at law) and that my declai'ation 
amounted to fixty thoufand livres." " Oh, oh!" 
exclaimed he, '* that is quite a different thing." 
♦^Having carneftly intreated Afo^d/w^," replied 
I, ^* to put an end to my affairs, feveral of my 
friends advifed me to mention the debts I had 
incurred in confequence of my attendance. 
Thofe who were jealous of me infinuatecf to 
Madame^ that this was a piece of finefle on my 
part ; they alfo advifed her to treat me in the 
fame manner, and, inftead of giving me mo- 
ney, to grant a fafe coriduft for my hufband, 
and the arret defurceanct as a privilege for my- 
felf. By this precaution, I was given to under- 
ftand that I might wait with patience, as I 
(hould not be harrafied by tbe demands of cre- 
ditors."— -Surprized at this Angular mode of ad- 
drefs, while I was makiijg^maDplications, well 
recommended, and ]j)li^ipi4payors, I knew 
not what to reply. t. ^^ 

I was tempted-feveral times to rife, and make 
urgency of bufinefs an excufe for my departure. 
** You have many perfons waiting for you. Sir," 
faid I. ** Suffer me to vifit you another day. 

Vol. I. S when 
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when ydu will be more at leimre ! " But I wag 
ftill detained. Neglcfl: was not fuflSieient; I 
was detained to be infulted. " An arret defur-^ 
ceance ! ** repeated Monfieur de Calonnc, in a 
farcaftic manner ; *^ but that may, perhaps, be 
alkcd without reafon ! It is really diiagrecable 
for you, that Madame has people about her fo 
very jealous of you, to give her fuch advice ! ** 
** I really do not underftand your expreffions," 
repfied 1 ; ** neither can I comprehend yolir 
leaning." ^' Tell me then," replied he, 
*^ who are really your friends ! If I defire to 
be informed, it is becaufe I would anticipate 
them/' ** I alk. Sir,*' returned I, ^* nothing 
but the eftate of my anceftors : in that centers 
all my demands : and I wifh to hear no more," 

The reader, wha is at all converfant with the 
hiftory of mankind, will imturaliy deem it un- 
neceffary for me ^o point out the difficulties 
which are pppofed to, nnd tlie trouble and vex- 
ation ever ^tendant on, an application for court 
favors* I caiiiiot help oblerving^ however, that 
thofe in power, forgetting the attention with 
which it is their duty to hear and redrefs the 
grievances of the unfortunate, wanting even rn 
the common politenefs for which thcv Frenclx ^ 
, ixatio^ 
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nation has ever been diftinguifhcd, (and which 
was requisite, in proportion as female timidity 
difcouraged me from proceeding) will apparently 
liften to a diftreffing relation of complaints, and 
even pretend to pity them ; but, with a figni- 
ficant fhake of the head, the miniftcr will coldly 
reply, '^ Really, Madam, I am extremely forry ! 
I have fb much bufinefs to-day ! Can you call 
again on fu^h a day ? *' When that day arrives^ 
the very fame fcene is again afted ; and there is 
no end to yo\ir application, but mortification on 
one fide, and deceit on the othen 

Inftead of receiving any confolatioh, I was 
treated with mere cajollery and bagatelle. Deeply 
did I feel that ficknefs of the heart, which arifcs 
from anxious fufpehce, ending in* ftill greater 
difappointmcnt. 



Soon after my in^nHHHWi Monfieur de 
Calonne, IVL de For-- -^id me^ Vifit. I re- 
ceived^him^ aiicl, a. . ^,^vc already intimated, 
Ckot being policiied of the talent of concealing 
my thoughts, i;:^: v uLjinj; a finile Upon my 
countenance with a b3fom laboring under dif- 
content, I fpoke to him very freely, and, in 
plain terms, ace ufed him of duplicity. He de- 
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fended himfelf to the beft of his ability. ** Cealcg! 
Sir," continued I, ''to perfuade mc any far- 
ther ! I affure you it is in vain ! I am convinced 
of your diffimulation, and requeft you inftantly 
to drop fo difagreeable a fubjeft. M. de Forge, 
w^ith the.moft bare-faced effrontery, paffed over 
every thing I had faid in a few gallant expref- 
iions. ^* i do not wilh,*' faid he, " to be de- 
prived of the good graces of the ladies ! I fubmit 
to every thing ! Fine women have a charter to 
fay what they pleafe ! '* . 

After numerous attendances on Monfieur de 
Calonne, as well at Verfailles as at Paris, he at 
laft told me, "That he had laid my memorial be- 
fore his Majefty , but that the Duke de Vrilliere 
had exchanged one eftate tcf which I laid claim, 
at Fpntette, and this was what had hitherto 
created a ctifficul ty - but that the King, out of 
his royal munjJ|||^|^H|tf^ninted mc an aug- 
mentation of^^^fhundr . Sp" I repUed, 
in the hearing oFa ni: Tijrk)ns, *' That 
the King had ordered at > liich t ii 1 1 : y: ; tliat he gavq^ 
miore tfen 'this to his va I ' t"i»otmen; and 
that, if fee was yr ' acc|iiaiiited with the 
true ftate of my claim, I Ihould find relief from 
a prince who was naturally jufl." I refiifed this 

pitifal 
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pitiful addition; ^' byt I will oblige you/* faid 
I, in a fpirited tone, '' to fpeak of my demands! 
I will ftay in this houfe! Make your com- 
plaints, Sir, to the King, and tell him, that I 
will fix myfelf in this houfe till he thinks pro-» 
per to give me another ! '• 

Monfieur de Calonne was aftoniflied at being 
addrefled by a female in a ftrain fo unufual ; 
and, he being called out at the moment to the 
Duchefs de Polignac, I went into another draw- 
ing-room, where I remained three hours with"- 
put fe^^ing him. Obferving his fecretary, Mon- 
fieur Henry, whom I have before- fpoken of, 
I thought it very probable, from feveral fer- 
vants having before entered the room, that 
Monfieur de Calonne had fent to fee if I had put 
my threats in execution. Monfieur Henry ex- 
prefled his fur prize at feeing me, fpoke to me 
very politely, cW^^f<i^?*^P'¥trnme up into his 
apartments aiid i l^vi^ as I itififled 

on remaining w hi Id me from 

^.Moiifieur dc Calonne^ that I fl^ould certainly be 
fatisfied. j' 1 fliiiU come to-morrow morning to 
your houfe," adJe^lpie, '' to bring' ^ou good 
news.** I went away, not fo much through 
faifh of fair pronxif^s, hut becaufe I reflefted 
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that toy contkiuanec would anfwcr no pur-i 
pofc. 

The next morning Monfieur Henry called 
Hpon me, and brought me a bag ojf fifty louis, 
and fpme time after another containing the fame 
fum ; and at another time he brought me lefs. 
I was tired of receiving fuch pecmiiary gratui- 
ties, and determined to reje£t this laft, telling 
him that I did not alk for money ; it was my 
eftate that I claitned. 

Soon after, Madame fent the Sieur Champion, 
defiring me tQ wait upbn her at her owri houfe, at 
feven o'qlock in the evening. On' my arrival, 
(he put into my hands a note from Monfieur de 
Calonne, purporting, that having fubmitted to 
his Majefty the demand of the Countefs de Va- 
lois de la Motte> t he King cannot at this time 
grant any more t^JJ^feigriicntatinn of fevea 
hundred p to lier fonner penffUppf eight hun- 
dred livres, making together the (\\m of fifteea 
hundred livres per annam, the brc e t of which 
I. herewith fend to Madame. 



Madame exprefled the greateft anxiety that flie 
had it not in her power to do any more, and 

appeared 
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appeared very much afFefted, as thi^^ was her 
laft refource. At that time fhe advifed me to 
e«rt myfelf to the utmoft to fee the Queen, 
and to bring her goed news, which Ihe fhould 
liftcn to with the greateft pleafure. 

It will appear, from what I have already re- 
lated of her Majefty's condefcenfion, and the 
attention with which fhe honored me, that fhe 
had conceived fbme partiality for my interefl, 
and that her good wifhes were not wanting to* 
render me fervice. But the Queen was not her 
own miflrefs ; fhe was entirely governed by the 
Polignacs, who had acquired an abfolute afcen-- 
dency at court. There was no accefs to the 
royal ear but through their influence ; no favors 
were diftributed but through their means, and 
to their creatures ; to thofe who were decifively 
of their party, and whofe interefl it was that 
they fhould prelerve tha authority they had ac- 
quired. 'The Counters dc Poligaac, grand ad- 
vifer of this jurao, h:.id no pretcnfions, either 
from beauty or addrels, to fiich an influence as 
(he poffefled ; an influence which flic held more 
from fear than any ^her faotive. The Queen, 
whofe difpofition was warm and lo?ty, was 
filled with the niofl exalted, ideas of her family 
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and dcfccnt ; but, as I have before ftated, flic 
was not her own miftrefs, and confequently 
wiflied not to receive me publicly.— -Fromthic 
hints I have already given, many doubts which 
may have arifen in the minds of my readers will 
be difpelled, and many more which might pro- 
bably arife, without fuch an explanation, be 
fufficiently obviated. 

Many perfons of my acquaintance, perfeftly 
converfant in the intrigues of the court, re- 
proved me ilrongly for my attachment to JVfe- 
dame^ my credulity in trufiing to her promifes^ 
and fuppofing her protection could do any thmg 
at court. Every one echoed in my ears, " It 
is the Queen whom you Ihould apply to ; it is 
the (^een who has the difpofal of every thing: 
you (hould have cultivated an acquaintance with 
the Polignacs/' Thofe who advifed me to this, 
I well knew were jnyJriends, better verfed in 
the myftery of court mfluen^||^ in which they 
had been educated fall their^^s, I fubmitted 
my own ideas to meir couflTel and dire<9:ion, 
and attempted to gain aii admifTion to theDuchefs 
de Polignac, In confequence of this, I wrote 
to that lady, begging her to do me the hoiior 
of appointing an interview^ when it would be 

convenient. 
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convenient. She returned for anfwer, that if 
Madame the Countefs de Valois would wait 
lipon her the next day, between eleven and 
twelve, Ihe would be at leifure to receive 
her. 

I accordingly waited upon her the following 
day, at the hour appointed ; when, inftead of 
feeing her, I received a meflage that the Duchels 
Was extremely forry, but Monfieur the Count 
d*Artois was then with her, and that ftie could 
not tell how long he might flay, obferving, that 
it would probably be fomc time, as he generally 
attended the Queen at her apartment ; but Ma- 
dame tthe Countefs may come at the fame hour 
to-morrow. I defired the valet de chambre to 
acquaint the Duchefs, that I would then do 
myfclf the honor of waiting upon her. 

. The next day, at the hour appointed, I again 
waited on the Dudj^s, who, after keeping me 
a long time in thelRi-chamber, difpatched the 
fame valet de chambre with a fmall fcrap.of 
paper in his hand, containing thefe words, 
*' Madame the Duchefs is extremely forry 
that flie has it not in her power to receive Ma- 
dame the Countefs, being too much engaged 

for 
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. for others, to oblige her in any claim which 
fhe may have to make to the King, or the 
Queen, who is already fatigued with number- 
kfs applications.'^ Surprized at the rudenefs of' 
fuch a meffage, I addreffed myfelf to the valet, 
*' Is it poffible that Madame de Polignac fliould 
have fent fuch an anfwer as this ? '* *Mt is 
not my fault, Madame,*' replied he, in Qon- 
du6ting me out ; *' it is Madame the Diichcfs, 
who has made me write it, becaufe I fcrupled 
to deliver it y ha voceJ^ 

' • 
I will confefs that my vanity was very much 
hurt at the treatment I received from this im- 
perious woman. - " Certainly,'* laid I .to my- 
felf, on returning home, ''lam born to be a 
beggar, and, like a wanderer upon the eartli, 
have no plaqe to lay my head ! Unfortunate 
woman ! Unfortunate name ! to be the fcorn of 
thofe whofe birth, to mine, was nothing ! 
Children but .of yeilerdayggLail^ into affluence 
from indigent obfcurity ! ^^as - it for them to 
treat me with fuch infolence ? Were thefe th^e 
women whom, in my humble ftation of a man- 
tua-makcr's apprentice, I have fo frequently 
waited upon from Madame de Bouflal to obtain 
payment, and who then, inftead of money, could 

pay 
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pay me with courtefy and fair protnifes? Are 
thefe they who, before the fmile of royal favor, 
no tradfman chofe to truft, and eveu their 
mantua-maker refufed to work for ; who had 
not even a habit to be prefented in at court ? '* 
—I do not reproach them for their misfortunes^ 
or their poverty ; but I reproach them for theif 
haughty behaviour. I am not alhamed to con- 
fefs my misfortunes: Though the descendant 
of a King, I have been a beggar, a fervant, a 
mantua-maker's apprentice, and the favorite of 
a Queen! I now am preparing to leave a theatre 
where I have afted fuch a variety of charafters^ 
for any other ftate of exiftence, fince with equal 
fenfibility, with fimilar confcioufnefs, I can- 
not be more miferable. 

# 
Why fhould I be thus treated by theDuchefs 
de Polignac ? Was it becaufe fhe knew I was 
intimately acquainted with all the circumftances 
I have juft recited, ^at flie was afraid I fhould 
avail myfeif of them, to wound 4ier pride ? Was 
it that, knowing my birth, and the noble fpirit 
of the Queen, fhe was fearful lefl her borrow-, 
ed fplendor fhould be eclipfed ?— But I will 
not proflitute my time, or the 'patience* of the 
reader, by mentioning thofe anecdotes vfhich 
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could not fail to mortify the pride of thofe im- 
perious women, whofe haughty demeanor fuf- 
ficiently charafterize? their grovelling extrac- 
tion* 

Madame J who had afked me if I ever had 
an opportunity of feeing the Polignacs, told me, 
as well as the Countefs d*Artois, that, upon re- 
flexion, they thought, if I could but once be 
prefented to the Queen by thofe women, there 
was not the leaft doubt but I fliould fucceed ia 
my petition ; *' for, my dear Countefs,'* con- 
tinued fhe, " I know not whether you are well 
^acquainted with the circumftance ; but I am 
not upon terms with the Queen, and poffibly 
the reafon that you have not fucceeded, is be- 
caufe I have intereftcd myfelf in your behalf, 
as Monfieur de Calonne has himfelf informed 
me that the Queen had taken the difpofal of all 
favors : I would therefore advife you to write to 
Madame de Polignac, ancL report to me how 
you are received/' I accordingly wrote, and 
reported to Madame the reception J Riet wi^h, 
at which (he was highly enraged. 

It was very recently that the Queen and 
Madame had quarrelled ; which was not uncom- 
mon. 
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mon, aS th^re weue mutual piques between 
them. The prefent difference, which appeared 
to have been looked upon by, both parties in a 
more ferious point of view than ufual, arofe 
from a fcandalous report which had been circu- 
lated relative to Madame^ and which had no 
other foundation than in the mere appointment 
of- one of her domeftics , to the fuperintendance 
of a garden flie took a particular pleafure to 
walk in. 

In the heat of their difpute, the Queen ^ up- 
braided her royal fifter with the above appoint- 
ment. This drew from Madame an equally fe- 
vere retort upon her Majefty. Their difpute 
arifing to a very diiagreeable height, the two 
ladies feparated in the moft violent agitation, 
feemingly entertaining the greateft rancour and 
indifference towards each other. . ' 

Malicious reports are prefent every where; 
perhaps at court tHey are more particularly pre-^ 
valent.— All the eyes of the Queen's friends 
were ^x^ox\Madame ; they were as fharp-fighted 
as lynxes, to difcover any blemifli in her repu- 
tation, and were really afraid of her virtue : for 
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bis Majefty frequently had faid, in the hear-* 
ing of the Queen, " But no one fpeaks 
flightingly of the condudl ofMadarned'Artoisl** 
— This was fufficient to excite jealoufy ; this 
was enough to make her odious.. She was 
pointed out as a pattern of virtue ; and it was 
jateceffary, if poflible, to taint her reputation. 

When people are determined to be malicious, 
they have generally cunning fufficient to invent 
or make falfe comments upon aftions, in thenci- 
felves abfolutely innocent.— M7(^^;w<? often went 
to a very pretty houfe at Mcmtreuil, thrice a day 
frequently, both winter and fummer : flie 
vvalked in the garden, gave orders herfelf that 
every thing ihould be managed to her tafte. 
She took infinitely more pleafure in this inno- 
cent amufement, than (he did in a court, where, 
being out of favor with the Queen, fhe was not 
only difrefpe£led, but even frequently infulted. 
This innocent occupation was, by the breath 
of calumny, converted to a crime : they infi- 
nuated that this Princefs fo frequently .vifited 
this houfe for the purpofe of feeing a domeftic, 
who, from the folicitations of thofe about her, 
(he had been charitably induced to appoint to 

the 
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the fuperintendance of' this garden, he having 
been gardener before he was her chairman. 

. From fuch flender materials did thefe fpiders 
artfully. weave a web to entangle the reputation 
of the Princefs. But they were not content 
with this ; the gardener was one day found 
dead, and it was pretended that he was poifoned 
by Mada^ne^ to prevent a difclofure of her -fe- 
crets.--r-I am relating only what I have heard, 
but which is well known to have been circu- 
lated very extenfively. For thefe circumftances, 
and the truth on which they are grounded, I 
muft refer my reader to the PoUgnacs. Though 
they may here arreft the hand of juftice, when 
they arrive at that tribunal where the fecrets 
of every heart fliall be revealed, where they 
themfelves will be obliged to give in evidence, 
there they will appear in their proper colours, 
and be*made anfwerable for their unjuft alper-' 
iions. 

It would be a tedious talk, indeed, to reca- 
pitulate the numerous and fcandalous fabrica*- 
tious which were induftrioufly propagated to the 
prejudice of thcf? amiable ladies, whofe exem. 
plju'y condu£l having elevated them to the very 

fummit 



fummit of public cftimation, and who were n(J 
lefs' refpedable for their private worth, were 
rendered at once objefts pf hatred and envy to 
thofe who defpaired of emulating their virtues, 

. I muft confefs I felt myfelf extremely morti- 
fied at the reception I met with from the Po- 
lignacs, my only hope, and indeed the only 
medium through which I could cxpeft an accefs 
to the Queen being from their intereft. Re- 
duced to a degree of defperation, I refigned all 
thoughts of fucceeding in my wifhes, and gave 
way to an impetuofity of temper, which re- 
peated difappointments had almoft rendered 
fatal. From a warmth of difpofition, I cannot 
remain neutral ; if it is a fault, it is a defe£t in 
my nature, for which I hope I am not account- 
able. 

Unwilling to acquaint the Cardinal with the 
repulfe I had met with, I formed the dreadful 
proje£l of putting an end to my exiftence, and 
inftantly fet out for my own houfe at Paris, 
hoping that I fhould not fee my hufband, to 
impede my deiign. That melancholy hope, at 
leaft., was fuccefsful ; he was abfent froni home. 
I opened ifiy fecretary, and taking from thence 
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Iwt) loaded piftols, I returned to Veffailles;— 

On my arrival there, I fat down to write my 

life, to leave behind me, with feveral letter^ 

to my friends, expreffive of the diftra£led ftate 

of my mind, and a caution to my enemies who 

had reduced me to that deed of defperatlcm; 

but finding myfelf more diflurbed as I advanced, 

I threw down my pen, and began to expoflu- 

late. ** And when I have written this miferable 

life," confidered I, " which I am now on the 

point of quitting, what will it avail me, after 

my death, to inform the world that I have put 

. a period to my own exiflence ? They will only 

fay, perhaps, that I preferred a prefent &cid fud- 

den, to a niore diflant and lingering exit*^' 

My brain was now raging, even to madnefs. 
Reafon was tumbled from .her feat, and every 
calmer thought was whirled in the vortex of 
defpair. Nothing remained unfhaken but my 
dreadful purpofe. Filled with that purpofe, I 
went out at fix o'clock in the morniug. A large 
calafh fufEciently concealed my face. I pro- 
ceeded unobferved ; not even my own people 
were acquainted with my early departure. No- 
thing now was requifite but a place proper for 
the execution of my horrid defign. 

Vol., L T idi- 
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1 direded fiAy way towards a \f ood about f 
l^gue from Verfailles. Faffing through the 
park, I at l^igth came to a very large and deep 
pit, which had formerly been a ftone xjuarry. 
Upon the brink of this pit ^ whofe deep recefs 
I deiigned to be my fepulohre, I ftood for a mo- 
ment, and looked round attentively, that no 
curious eye might mark my agitation, no hand 
humane interrupt me in my courie. Unobferved 
by every eye, but His which, penetrates the 
deepeftabyfs, and reads the fecret thopghts, J. 
defcended, and walked a few paces under ground. 
My l»^n was in the moft violent agitation, and 
I feemed, as it were, fealed for deftru6tion. I 
made the fign of the crofs, wiftiing, before my 
departure, to put up a ihort prayer to Heaven* 

But here, reflections on the crime I was about 
to commit arrefting the prayer ere it could take 
its flight, I cried, *' Wretch ! darefl thou think 
of prefenting a prayer to that Deity who has 
prohibited^ felf-murder ? '* I fhuddered at the 
very idea ; I ftifFened with horror at my own 
prefumption ; a thoufand thoughts crowded upon 
my mind ; Reafon and Defpair were in a conti- 
nual fl:rugglp. ^^ Yet, wretch," faid I to my- 
felf, *' liften not to the voice of Pride 1 Let 
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^eafoft^ fttf % inotnent, calm thy fears I Attend 
t<5 the whifpeF* rf Hope ! Has riot the Cardinal 
<>bliged jrott? h ht not at this rcrf moment 
your ffierfti? If the (gourt, if the j^tibUc fhould 
know diis, will the^ rk>t put falfe ccnftru£tions 
tapon liis fervices^ and trldxKSfe rrty charader as 
they did that of Mdddm ? But ^ alas ! \?hut is 
in the power of the Cardinal? That which hai 
been a;lf eadly done, though great^ is, as it were^ 
but a ff anfitory ^ft of charity^ and not a per* 
fexanient indepeadence V* 

Wiiari^d With this perturbation of iknnA^ fa* 
tigued by the co^teft between Reafon and E>e- 
fpaif ^ and finding fto ferenue for the admiffion 
©f Hope^ I t(5ok one of the piftols, and placed 
k to my lilght ear* Something fecmed yet to 
teftraiA my h^nd* ** But what," thought I, 
*♦ will beCotne of my unfortunate hufbatid ? 
When he fhall hear of this, probably he may 
take the fame defperate remedy ! ** This re- 
fleftioh deprived me of all my refblutioUi I fat 
down, and remained for a confiderable time, in 
a ftate of ftupidity ; but at length, awaking as 
from a dream, a flood of tears relieved my burft- 
ing heart, and, being now capable of a littk 
reflexion, the horrid deed, which I had well 
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nigh perpetrated, appeared before me in its pra-* 
per colors. A ray of hope at that moment was 
revived in my breaft, and that love of life, 
v^^hich is infeparable from human nature, pre- 
vented me from 'the commiffion of this dreadful 
aft, aiid induced -me to reafon, by comparifons 
drawn from former troubles, I reflefted that, 
bad as my lituation then was, it had been infi- 
nitely worfe. I remembered myfelf in my un- 
protefted infancy, when I was begging my 
bread from door to door. True, I had not the 
,fame degree of fenfibility ; but I conceived that 
. I was not preferved from all the dangers which 
threatened my infancy, to become my own ex- 
ecutioner. I confidered that that Being,* whom 
I had fo recently offended, had mercy fuperior 
to the flagrancy of my crime, had bounty be- 
yond even my utmoft wifties. TsOwards him I 
bent my knee ; to his ear I lifted up my voice 
in fervent prayer, to intreat at once his mercy 
and future proteftion. 

I at laft refolved to return home; but, it 
being now near one o'clock in the day, I was 
almoft alhamed to enter, none of my domeftics 
having ever feen me go out before, particularly 
alone. At length, however, I reached my 

apartment. 
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♦japartmcnt, and threw myfelf upon the fopha, 
in hopes of being able to compofe myfelf; but 
fuch was the agitation of my fpirits, that I at- 
Ite^ipted it in vain. 

Before I proceed in thq relation of my narra- 
tive, it will be ncceffary for me to explain the 
fituation and circumftanccs of fome of the moft 
diftinguifhfid perfojiages at the court of France, 
whom I am about to bring upon the tapis.-— 
Without fuch an acquaintance, my narrative 
might appear obfcure and perplexed ; with this, 
^very difficulty will vanifli. 

The Cardinal de Rohan^ of a noble and pow- 
erful family, had been in favor with the Queen 
when fhe was Archduchefs, previous to her 
carriage with the Dauphin ; but her Majefty 
had now the greateft antipathy againft him, 
which was fomented by the Cardinal's enemies, 
who were eternally whifpering fallities con- , 
cerning his indifcretion in fpeaking of her Ma- 
jciiy* The Princefs de Guimenee, his ireach- 
eronis niece, whom he employed to make his 
peace with the Queen, whom he had obliged 
and generoufly affifted. ungratefully promoted 
that pic^ue, which the Cardinal thought, from 
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|he relatien \n which fh? fto^^ from the affifii' 
tancc flie promifpd, ai\d f;'om the obligations 
fhe • was under, (he would not onjy endeavour 
to extinguifh, but even exert herfelf to the ut-. 
moft to reftpre her uncle to that degrep of favor 
which he had unfortunately loft^ But in this 
hope the Cardinal was deceived. 

Implicitly believing thefe reports, fuch ' ^ 
fpark of refentment was kindled in her Majefty^s, 
bofom, that all his affiduity, all his exertions, 
could never extinguifh. The Queen would 
.^have facrificed him without fcruple ; but there 
~ was a circunaftance which prevented this, an4 
obliged her to diflernble till fome fair opportu- 
nity offered, or his enemies might draw hiin 
into fome imprudence, by which the King hin^- 
felf would put it out of- his power to do any 
further injury, and at the fame time gratify her 
revenge. 

The motive which yet prefferved the Cardinal 
fron; the refentment of the Queen, was, tha^ 
he was connefted >yith her brother the Empe- 
ror, deeply immerfed in ftate intrigues, and i^ 
the higheft confidence at the court of Vienna^ 
X^is circumftance neceffarily rendered theQueea 
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tod the Gar^nal, divided upon former piqueS|. 
now in point of intergft united. Their privatd 
quarrels and animofities yfr&e for a time forgot^ 
ten : the aim of the Queen was to be abfolute, 
the Cardinal'3 wx(h was to be pripcie mimften 
He was for this purpofc advancing the intereft 
of the Enjperor, who wiftied to cultivate the 
greateft influence in the French court, for rea- 
fon& beft known to hiftifelf, but which may 
cafily be cohjeftured by thofe who are verfed in 
political intrigues, and who are acquainted wilh 
$he relative intereft* €jf tjle two countriest 

The C2!ueeft, antedft the diffipation of thd 
tourt, had almoft forgot her former attachment 
f o the Cardinal, who thought fhe had overlook- 
ed him: this the Cardinal obferved and la- 
jfnented. He informed me, one day, tha:t as the 
Archduchefs pafled through Saverne, in her 
way to Verf^illes, he deterftiified to repair 
thither and congratulate her on her arrival, and 
jaaftened to receive her in the palace of the old 
Cardinal, hi^ uricle, whefe he threw himfelf at 
her- feet, and faluted the hem of her robe. Sh€ 
had raifed him up kindly, bluihed and held out 
her hand, which he kiflfed with extafy. " But 
t-his/- continued he, ^^ was the laft kind IoqJc 
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J ever experienced from the Queen ; amidft th<? 
intrigues of a court — amidft the maKcious infi- 
nuations of my enemies, my former fcrvices 
were all forgotten. 

Whether the Cardinal had really been guilty 
of writing thefe letters to the Emprefs, or 
whether he had abfolutely made ufe of fome 
indifcreet expreffions refpeding the condudt of 
her Majefty, is not here very material : it is 
fufficient to obferye, that fhe ftrongly fufpefted 
him of both. Her prefent negledl and indifFer^^nce, 
contrafted with her former kindnefs, might, 
poffibly, have induced him to make fome re- 
piarks which he did not think would rife up 
in judgment againft him, particularly with fuch 
exaggerations ; but he was deceived — ^from the 
mqft flender materials his enemies found means 
to fabricate reports to his prejudice, and, as they 
well knew that her Majefty had conceived an 
antipathy againft him, they were ever affiduous 
to blow this fpark into the flame of revenge, 
which they continually kept alive by repetitions 
of the Cardinars indifcretion and the difrefpeft- 
ful terms in which he had fpoke of her Majefty, 
who, as I have before-mentioned, implicitly be- 
iieypd everything they told her, was, at length. 
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fo cxafperated, that Ihe determined to get rid of 
him at all events. 

But it was not to the Polignacs alone that the 
Cardinal owed his difgrace— he had another 
enemy whofe perfidy he complained of, becaufe 
flie was his relation, and he thought her his 
friend : the perfon I allude to was the Princefs 
de Guimenee, who, while he fuppofed her en- 
gaged in his favor, was abfolutely his bitjereft 
CQemy, and, inllead of bringing him nearer to 
the object of his wilhes, removed him infinitely 
further oflf. 

The Princefs de Guimenee had formerly been 
governefs to the royal children, but (he was 
now in difgrace : the Prince, herhufband, who 
was involved in debt and had been guilty of 
fraud to his creditors, thought it neceflary to 
abfcond. This circumftance, with the dif- 
turbances confequent, is fo well known at 
Paris that a detail of particulars would be unne- 
ceffary. 

The Cardinal de Rohan wiflied to counteract 
this misfortune, and attempted to eftablifli the 
reputation of his niece. He made feveral appli- 
cations 
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cations to the King for that purpofe, whd 
always referred him to her Majefty; with 
whom, as I have before ftated, he Was, unfor^ 
ttinatelj, in difgrace* 

While everting himfelf for her re^eftablifh-- 
ment^ this ungrateful woman was plotting his 
ruin ; it was (he, in conjunction with the Pot 
lignacs, that by falfe infinuations, influenced her 
Majefty, who liftened with but too much atten-i 
tion, and placed but too implicit a confidence in 
their reports^ T^e Princefs de Guimenec had[ 
aflferted, that the Cardinal, when at Vienna, 
had fpoken very indifcrectly, not to fay difre- 
IpedlfuUy, of her Majefty, whei^ Archduchefs ; 
that he had even wrote letters to the ErajH-efs 
complaining of her levities, and had labpi;fred tQ 
prevent her marriage with the Dauphin, 

The Cardinal, however, fuffered patiently, 
He was not totally difcouraged by the magni- 
tude of thofe obftacles \yhich appeared to bar big 
way to royal favour : of a proud, haughty 
fpirit, he relied upon his family : he trufted to 
the influence of the Emperor, with, whom he 
maintained a private cprrefpondence, ar\4 yet 
► thought, notwithflanding all that had hitherto 
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pafled, to furmount every difficulty his enemies 
.indijftrioufly involved him in, and rife again to 
the fmijes pf forfu^e an4 recojiqiliation with %h^: 
Queent " 

To this end he conftantly kept hi§ eyes upon 
her Majefty, eyer vigilant to feize an opportu-* 
nity which he was fanguine enough to hop$ 
would foon offer. He even expe<aed to detach 
her Majefty from the intereft of the Polignacs, 
and his ambition and felf- confidence led him tp 
fuppofe he could effeft (I may fay) this Hercur 
lean talk ; but the connexion between this 
family and the Queen was a Gordian knot which 
was beyond his compafs to diflblve. 

The PoHgnacs were fuppofed to have in their 
poffeffion fonje papers of confequence refpeft- 
ing her Majefty's affairs : they were acquaint- 
ed with circurpftances which would be attended 
with fatal confequences if they were difcovered. 
It was the fear of this that preferved the 
influence of thefe imperious women, andrivetted 
them (o ftrongly to the Queen that fhe found 
}t impoffible to fhake them off. She had - fre- 
quently complained of her fituation, which 
fibliged her to be particularly circumfpeft, as 
• there 
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thcfe pcrfons were fpies upon her condu6l:, and 
had the penetration of a lynx's eye in prying 
into her minuteft adions. 

The Cardinal had obferved her Majefty's con- 
defcenfion in fmiling upon me, notwithftanding 
I was un4pr the patronage of Madame ^ who, as I 
have before obferved, was not ' kindly looked 
upon by her Majefty,,and whofe proteftion, on 
that account, was rather inimical than favorable 
to my intereft. He thought he difcovered, in 
her Majefty's fmiles and apparent affability, 
fometliing that, by proper management, might 
be turned to his advantage ; he was determined, 
therefore, not to let flip a finigle opportunity : 
he knew me attached to his intereft from mo- 
tives of gratitude, and conceived that I might 
be inftrumental in refloring him to her Majefty\s 
favos, by which means we might be mutually 
ierviceable to each other in the furtherance of 
our refpeftive wiflies. 

He communicated to me. the obfervations he 
had made, giving me the ftrongeft hopes, and 
affuring me, . that I could not fail of fuccefs. I 
had fo long liftencd to his counfels, being re- 
peatedly baffled by my unfuccefsfiil applications, 

that 
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that I determined to give up the purfuit. The. 
Cardinal rempnftrated againft my pulillanimit^, 
and advifed me to what he termed a coup (T eclat ^ 
not to wait the flow and uncertain proceedings 
of the Minifter, nor the inefFedual influence of 
Madame^ but to apply to the fountain-head, and 
throw myfelf immediately at her Majefty's feet. 

Such was the fituation of affairs at the time I 
followed the Cardinal's advice ; and I have put 
this, ^^pajfe par taut y in the hands of my 
readers, to unlock thofe difficulties which would 
otherwife tend to perplex this narrative. 

. The Cardinal de Rohan, as I have before 
mentioned, was conftantly my advifer,: that 
Prince's ^enerofity and apparent cpncern for my 
y^elfare had attached me to him as a fecond 
fether. Ambition, if ambition be a foible, was 
the failuig of us both. Under fimilar eircum- 
ftances, it was not at all ftrange that we fhould 
unite our cfounfels : the Cardinal advifed me as; 
a parent, and I paid obedience to his advice as a 
daughter. 

. The many repulfes I had fuffered, the hauteur 
of Madame de Polignac, who barred every ave- 
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hue to the royal fayor, except thofe wfio Weftf 
tier own creatures j the iiegleft of minifters, and 
dll the infolence c^ <>ffic!e^ had fo damped the 
ixdoi of my purfuit, that I defpaired of ever 
t)eing sMe to obtain itiy end, and I told the 
Cardinal that it was in vaiii to dedeive myfelf 
with illufive hopes, that I found it impoffible to 
fuccecd, . and that I would hear no more on 
the fubjeft of feeing the Queenly 

The Cardinal remonftrated ftrotigly Agalnft 
my want of refolution, and reprobated my 
timidity fomewhat harfhly* " What a fool 
you are,'* faid he, " at the firft obftaclc to be 
difcouraged T* and informed me, as I have before 
mentioned in my Memoirs, that the pfefent 
meafure was a coup d^ eclat y which he moft 
earneftly conjured me to adopt, ad it would be 
the only means of infuring fuccefs ; and, that this 
Ihould be done as publicly as poflible, the better 
to intimidate thofe who were our common ene- 
mies, he advifed me to embrace the opportunity 
of the proceffion of the blue ribbons, which was 
to take place on the fecond of February. 

The favor with which hef Majeftjr had con* 
defcended to regard me, the high opinion I en- 
tertained 



ttrtained of the wifdom of my advifef , and every 
other avenu6 of accefs to the royal perfon being 
impradlicable, Ideterniincd to follow his advice, 
and took this awful ftep^ I call it awful : it 
was fo to me ; the moft important moment of 
my life. 

The eventful day approached. Prepared with 
the petition I was to prefent, and the noioft 
ample inftru<9:ions to fuftain myfelf againft every 
poffible emergency, with a heart palpitating for 
the fiiccefs of the event, I repaired full drefled 
tt)> the caftle, where I waited in oYie of the fa- 
loons till the proceffion returned. At length 
the long expefted moment arrived, and, as her 
Majefty was paffing, I fell at her feet, presented 
iny petition, and told her. In a few words, that 
I was lineally defcended from the Vdois, and 
acknowledged as fuch by ILmm the Sixteenth ; 
that the pofleffions of my anceftors not having 
been tranfinitted with their name, his Majefty's 
mimificence was my only refburce ; that the 
major part of the eftates they had enjoyed were 
^ow in the King*s polTeffion ; and that, finding 
every other means of accefs blocked up, deipair 
had induced me to this mode of application to 
her Majefty. 

The 



( 2«8 ) 

The Queen, obferving the agitation of* rtljr 
fpirits, from my trembling, and the feultering 
voice in which I fpoke, condefcended to raife 
mie up kindly, received my petition, and defired 
me to make myfclf eify, for that fhe would 
attentively confider my requefl. 

Fortunate as I then thought ihyfelf, my joy 
at this gracious reception was only equalled by 
the fulpence which preceded it. Little did I 
thihk, at that moment, that the fmiling afpe£t 
of royal favor would have been converted to the 
frowns of deftruftion ; little was I aware thaC 
fo fplendid an avenue of diftindlion could lead 
to fo dark a cavern of difgrace. 

I returned to my own houfe, where I found 
a note, from the Cardinal, in confequence of 
which^I went to his hotel, and communicated 
every thing that had pafled. His Eminence 
feemed highly pleafcd with my fuccefs, charged 
me to take advantage of the golden minute, and 
improve it till it terminated in fuccefs, and ad- 
vifed me to write a letter to Madame de Mifery, 
firft lady of the bedchamber, and waiting wo- 
man to the Queen, dcfiring her to take tlxe 
trouble of delivering another, inclofed for her 

Majefty* 



Majefty. I accordingly wrote the letter^ and 
, the very fame evening received an anfwer from 
that lady, defiring to fee me at her apartment 
at half pail feven* 

I repaired thither at the hour appointed/ Ma«> 
dame de Mifery received me refpeftfully, in» 
formed me that ihe had laid my letter on the 
Queen^s mantle^piece^ and congratulated me on 
the l^onor I was gping to have conferred on me,^ 
which ihe hinted mu^ be kept a profound sfi« 
CKUrJrom all the worlds not excepting Madame. 
—I earneitty wiih to have.this injim£lion to fc- 
crefy ilrongly impreflfed upon the minds of my 
readers during the perufal of this publication. 
It is a key to the Hiilory ; and when I point 
out the conneftion between that and the inter* 
mediate occurreneesi it will ferve to elucidate 
this myilerious tranfa^ion : and it ihall be my^ 
chief iludyi by offering fuch arguments as can* 
not fail of producing convidion in the unpreju- 
diced mind, to remove the veil of obfcurity 
which has fo long concealed the truth, and con* 
iequently fixed on me the imputation of a crime 
for which,* through the influence oi powerful 
guilt f I have been made a public facrifice. 

Vol. !• V JUon^ 



I continued in coaverfation With MadaHtk^ d^ 
Mifery till about deveti o'clock-, V/hen herMtk^ 
jefty appeared* All amicable and^ condeieending 
at that moment, ihe endeavored^ to throw afidft 
that pomp of majefty, to me fo awful. Seeing 
lAetrfetnbte, ahd under a palpitation whifch I 
could not fuppreft, (he condefcended kindly to 
encourage mcy was pleaffedtoricjueft iny con^ 
fideriee, at^ defired tAt to ^>eak to h®r freely 
refpcfting every thing that cOncefiied my in- 
tereft. 

After fome time, wheA toy fe&it- were fuffi* 
cichtly diffipMed'by her 'Majefty's affability and 
condcfcenfion, Tfuttiniohed up r*fdliition enough- 
to ftate the nature df my clainis; ray repeated 
attendahce^ on thte mittifterS^ under"" the pa^ 
tronage of the Princeflfes^ her fifters-in-law ; md 
complained With fonie afparity of the rude tteat- 
ment 1 had received from the Pdignacs> at 
which her Majefly fmiled* 

The Queen, after- a fhort paufe, replied j, 
** that fhe had perufed my memorial with at- 
tention and concern ; that fhe perceived the 
purport was to urge* the minifter to a reftitution 
cf the poffeilions . which formerly belonged to 
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nrjr ariceftors^. biit ike had particular feafbnsibr 
not complying with my requeft; yet, though 
flic could ikdt lerve ftie publicly, (he.flli^t pri- 
vately andiindirerdkly dome a lerviee." She ad- 
vifed :nle^ to fend for my brother, who, being 
now/ die head of ourhoufe> was the moft proper 
perfon to folicit ; at i the faJtne timis |M*omifing 
poweifullytoback'hispitstsnfions* . HerMajefty 
conchidftd by prefenting. me with a purfe, ho- 
noring^ me with aTaiute, enjoining me to fe- 
maiin' at VerfaiUes,* a/td to fptak to no per/on 
whatever of this mtervizWj or. of the fuccefs of 
my petition. 

Her Majefty faid, that ** we fhould meet 
again/V A few days after, I received a note 
from Mademoifelle Dorvat, dcfiring me to re- 
pair,, between eleven and twelve at night, to 
the Little Triaiioii. I' was there at the hour 
^pointed, and entertained a higher opinion of 
her Majeffty's aftability, was charmed with her 
condefcenfion, and received freih proofs of her 
generofity. She prefented me, at parting, with 
a pocket-book, containing to the amount of ten 
thoufand livres on the Caiffe d'Efconjpte, and 
cocluded v^ith faying, '* we Ihould meet again.'* 

U2 It 



C ^92 ) . 

It would be needlefs to tire the reader with a 
repetition of the frequent interviews I had with 
her Majefty. Suffice it to fey, that I received 
frequent proofe of her munificence, nor is it in 
my power to do juftice to the numerous inftances 
rf her bounty which I experienced; but it was 
my fete to fall a viftim ; it is my duty to de- 
clare my innocence ; and if my narrative ihould 
criminate thofe who have difgraced me, it is the 
feult of thofe who have forced me to that vindi- 
cation, which, if it does not flamp them with 
guilt, will at leaft fubjefl: them to fufpicion : 
neverthdefs, I wifli not to avail myfelf of any 
circumftances, but thofe which I conceive cf-. 
fential to my defence. 

The Cardinal de Rohan, to whom I commu* 
nicated every thing, beheld his {peculation with 
an eye of fatisfeftion, and read, by anticipation, 
in my connexion with her Majefty, his future 
reconciliation, and the completion of his wifhes. 
It was his ambition that had forced me into her 
Majefty's clofet ; it was mine, blended with 
gratitude to my benefador, and refpe6t*for my 
advifer, which had induced me to follow his 
advice. He marked my growing favor with the 
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^ucen, which^ when he conceived to be fuf8- 
ciently mature, he prepared to reap the harvcft 
of fuccefs, and peremptorily infifted, as before, 
that his fortune was in my hands : he conjured 
Hie to let no opportunity flip of mentioning his 
name to the Queen, and, if none offered,, he 
begged, if poflible, to contrive one* 

I was not at this moment aware of that inve- 
terate antipathy which her Majefty entertained 
againfl: the Cardinal, nor was I thoroughly ac- 
quainted with the motives which cccafioned it. 
Gratitude, j:herefpre, obliged me to undertake 
his requeft, and, in one of my interviews with 
her Majefty, as favorable an opportunity as I 
could wilh fpontaneoufly offered itfelf '. the 
Queen enquired how I jhad fupported myfelf 
before I was introduced to her ? This was the 
moment for naming my benefaflor, but it re- 
quired fome caution, left the Queen fhould dif- 
cover that I was deeper ixi his confidence and 
.counfe}s than it was proper for me to appear. 
I attempted, if poflible, to avoid giving the leaft 
C^ufe for fulpicion, and expatiated largely, in 
general terms, on the Cardinal's beneficence, 
charity and benevolence ; enumerated the f<?r»» 
rices he had rendered to almoft §vcry one that 
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applied ; that^ /rom his generofity, h^ had ac«^ 
quired the efte^m he merited, and fpoke with a 
grateful wpfrcftth of the favors he had heaped 
upon me. 

Her Majefty regarded me with a curious and 
penetrating eye : ihe pa^afed for fome miaiutes^ 
and appeared buried in thought. This was the 
^rft moment of ray mentioning the Cardinars 
name, and I had an opportunity of reading in her 
Majefty's face fuch a degree of averfion that 
gave me a vei'y unfavorable omen of fuccefs— 
the ftrength of her antipathy I was then firft 
acquainted with. At length awaking from her 
reverie, Ihe cxpreffed her furprife at the infor- 
' mation I had given her, did not think the Car- 
dinal capable of fuch adlions, and that report 
fpoke a different language. . 

I comniunicated to the Cardinal all tbat.j^ffcd 
^-rthe remarks I had made, .upon her Maj^fty's 
condu£t,,which appeared to me very unfavorable 
to his hopes. Ncverthel^fs, having once brpkea 
the ice and mentioned his name- to her Majefty, 
my future difficulties upon that fubjeQ: wouH 
be conliderably diminiflied. The Cardinal con-* 
jtired me earncftly to iofe no opportunity of 
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ipeaking of himi fiiggefte4 various rupdes of 
bringing .him on the tapisj gave me many in- 
ftrudions, and feduloufly applied himfelf to 
inake roe perfe(3:. 

The inftrudious he' gave me were all inef- 
fei^ual, the Quceo not mentippiing any circum- 
ilance that hc|.d the nioft diiiant reference either 
to hipa or his af&irs* It wa6 a piatter of deli- 
cacy to render him, if poffible, , an eflential fer-* 
vice, yet avoid giving her Majefty any fufpicioa 
that I W2^s in his intereft ; to introduce his name 
abruptly would have prevented the former, and 
fuUy confirmed the latter* 

The Cardinal^ who had received two hundred 
thousand livrps, &s a pQf d^ vin for foraging the 
cavalry in Alface, presented nxe with twenty 
thoufandf J thought this a favorable opportu* 
pity jto teftif^ my gratitude to niy bcnefa^or 
and fpeak qf his genprpfity to the Queen, 
My zeal now carried ine greater lengths in his 
favor, I fpoke of hin^ with a degree qf warmth 
filmoft enthuftaftic, J even reprpfented- that he 
had imparted to me hi§ troifbles^ and dfifcribed 
hinjias ij^rug^ling with difcontenti qve^vyljelmed 
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with mlfery, the mock of cnty, and the 
viftiro pf defra^ion. 

My gratitude and the effufions of the moment 
hurried me away, and her Majafty fufFered me 
to proceed uninterrupted, but her eyes inforai- 
cd me that my eujogium on the Cardinal' was 
far from bein^ pleafing. I feared I had been too 
copious in panegyric, for at fome moments fhe- 
even appeared angry ; I perceived that her pre- 
ju4ices were too ftrong to be eradicated ; never- 
thelefs fhe foon affumed an appearance of tran- 
quility, which, like a deceitful calm, ended in a 
ftorm, in which my peace, my fame, were 
dalhed upon the rocks. 

The Cardinal, undaunted by repulfe and un- 
moved by my remonftrances, ftill emphatically 
preached up perfeverance : I even thought, from 
her Mjsgefty's filence, that, if I couldnot fucceed 
{o effeftualiy as 1 could wiffi^ I fhould, at leaft:^ 
weaken h?r prejudice. 

I fucceeded fo far, in my own opinion, that I 
,?ulvifed the Cardinal to hazard a letter, which I 
finderjhjok tp driver the firft favorable oppQrtu- 

mty. 
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nity. I, indeed, advifedhim to write; but I 
could by no means have imagined, under his 
circumftances, that he would have made ufe of 
indifcreet expreffions, or would have been fo 
precipitate in declaring his partiality, before he 
had juftified himfelf to her Majefty, and erafed 
from her memory the infinuatioris of his ene- 
mies. 

The Cardinal unhappily conceived that he 
was effential to her Majefty's intereft, and, to 
ufe his own expreffion, that Ihe could not do 
withouf him. — Ill-fated Prince, the blind im- 
petuofity of thy difpofition injured thee, and ac- 
celerated my deflxuftion ! 

I am at this moment wdting the incidents of 
my life ; and I fhould have an indifferent cl^im 
.to that candour I requeft, were I to conceal any 
circumftances which might elucidate the f2id:s 1 
r^ate. The Queen was determined to facrifice 
the Cardinal, and obferving his care and atten- 
tion to me, fhef conceived I might be inftru- 
mental to his deftruftion ; while he, on the con-* 
trary, hoped through my means to be exalted 

jto the-higheft pinnacle of his ambition. 

To 
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To give an idea of the Queen's animofity 
againft the Cardinal, I! have only to relate the 
following fa£t', which will . fufficiently enforce 
my affertidn* 

The Queen, having recently heard ibme in- 
difcretions which the Cardinal had either been 
guilty of, or his enemies had laid to his charge, 
iirged me to engage him to attend an ap-» 
pointment with her between eleven and twelve 
at night ; " beeaufe/' faid fhe, *' I will per- 
fuade the -King to be j^efent.** Seeing ijie 
ftartle at fuch a propofition, ** Be compofed, 
Countefsl" continued her Majefty. 5* Serve me,^ 
and I will ferve you I . But that I may be per- 
feftly eafy about the bufinefs, do you continue 
at home, that I may be fure you have not pre- 
vented my pr®jed this evening. I will often 
fend to your houfe, to be convinced th^t you 
are there ; for if the Cardinal does not come, I 
fliall fufped you as the caufe," 

The Queen havii>^ engaged me to write to 
the Cardinal what fhe had didated, and fhe 
having wrote to him the fame day, " Our plan,** 
continued fhe, '' cannot fail to be iuccefsful ! 

The 
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The King fhall he concealed in the chamber^ 
behind the window-curtains, that he may hear 
thofe expreffions which the Cardinal will make 
(and no one knew, better than fhe, what 'he 
would fay on fuch occafions). He will be fure 
to fall on his knees, feize my hands, and kifs 
theni. Some expreflions of his happinefs on fuch 
an occafion cannot fail to efca|fc him, when 
fhe would exclaim, and demand vengeance for 
fuch an infult ; that hi^ indifcretion would not 
fail to exafperate the King, and all his family 
would be ruined in the public eftimatioif/* 

Such were the particulars of this horrid plot ; 
fuch were the black ideas of revenge conjured 
up in the mind of the Queen, by the diabolical 
machinations of the Polignacs. What was the 
iituation of the Cardinal, upon the brink of this> 
precipice ? What muft have beea the confe- 
quence, had he blindly entered into a fnare fo 
artfully prepared ? Poffibly he might have been 
lacrificed on the fpot ; or, with fuch ftrongpre- 
fumptions of guilt, upon his knees before her 
Majcfty, expreffing his happinefs at being again 
favorably received, the King himfelf a witnefs, 
he would*have been put to the torture arid be- 
headed, or hurried away for the remainder of 

hi» 



his life to the gloomy cavernsi of the Baftile. 
His friends, his family, would have availed him 
nothing ; both would have loft their influence, 
and both participated in his difgrace. 

How delicatfe was the predicament in which 
I now flood ? To what a dreadful dilemma was 
I now reduced ? Either to lofe the favor of the 
Queen, and therein facrifice every future hope, 
by betraying her counfels ; or be acceflary to 
the ruin of a friend, whom, by the laws of gra- 
titude, I was bound to honor and refpeft.— 
Should • I lay the fnare for my friend, for the 
man who had direfted me by his counfels, and 
aflifted me with his purfe ? Forbid it every 
generous feeling ! Forbid it Gratitude ! Forbid it 
Virtue !— My ideas were dift rafted. I could not 
think of abandoning the Cardinal; I did not 
wiih to lofe the favor of the Queen. Sufpended 
between thefe two extremes, Reafon, Prudence, 
and my own intereft, feemed to diftate a middle 
courfe. I refolved to amufe the Queen, and^ 
at all events, to acquaint the Cardinal 

I quitted her Majefty, and returned * home j 
where I had no fooncr arrived, than I ordered 
Rofalie, my firft chamber-maid, to tell any 
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peribn who might enquire for me, that, being' 
indifpofed, I was gone to lay down, apprehen- 
five left the Queen fhould fend, as flie had 
threatened. 

I ordered a horfe to be harnQfled to my ca- 
briole, fet out for Paris, and, unattended by 
a fingle domeftic, drove to the Cardinal's, where 
I arrived about half paft ten. He was furprifed 
to fee me at the very moment when he thought 
to have found me at Verfailles with the Queen, 
or the next morning at my own houfe. I haf- 
tened to convey this rtiomentous intelligence, 
which I communicated almoft out of breath : 
I warned and entreated him to take every pre* 
caution not to expofe me, when it was agreed 
that he fhould fet off and wait upon the Queen, 
to whom he was to be particularly careful to 
obferve the moft profound refpedl, to throw 
himfelf on his knees at his entrance, and to fay 
thefe words, taking care to.^eak very loud that 
the King might ujnderftand him, "I come, 
Madame, obedient to your orders : deign yet to 
extend your favors to a family which has been 
fo unfortunate as to incur your royal difpleafure 
(fpeaking of Guimenee,) coudefcend to recom- 
mend them to the King, They will ever re- 
tain 
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tain the moft grateful fcnfe df your Majefty V 
goodnefa for their new acquitted fkv43r/' 

It is neceflary to explain this circumftance.—* 
The Princefs de Gtimenee being in difgrace^ 
the Cardinal had frequently folicited his Majefty 
in her behalf, who* had as conftantly referred 
him to the Queen ; it was, therefore, that by 
way of counterafting the maGhinations agaihit 
him, he meant to throw himfelf upon his kiiees^ 
as if to folicit for this family now fo much out 
of favor. 

Our plan being haftily fettled I was anxiouff 
to return, left, in the interim, the Queen fliotf Id 
have fcnt ; though, probably, (he did not con- 
ceive I fliould have fofar run the hazard of ferv-% 
ing my friend at the expence of her difpleafure : 
I was, neverthelefs, not a little apprehenfive a^ 
(he knew my attachment to the Cardinal ; at the 
fkme time I refolvedi,^if I Ihould be unfortunate- 
ly difcovered, to fpeak the whole truth, and ex*^ 
prefs to her, ih the moft refpe^ful terms, what* 
regret I (hould experience in being acceflary to 
the deftruftion of a perfon who had rerideredme 
fo much fervice, afluring her Majefty that it 
was impoffible to do fuch vicdence to my feel- 
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ingfi ts to be guilty of a Ipccies of ingratitude, oi? 
fo deep and malignant a dye, at the fame time to 
beg her Majefty to command my utmoft exer- 
tions ift all things that were not in themfclVes 
impoffiMe* 

When I arrfved I found alias I wr{hed=— evcry^ 
thing was fafe.^ About midnight, the Queea 
fent me a billet to die ftdlbwing purport: — 
** I cannot, my dear, putmy projed in execu- 
tion this evening. Ilhall fee you to-morrow at 
the i&me hour— he is arrived— I have wrote to 
him to put off our interview till another day — 
perhaps to-morrow*--but<I will certainlyfee you/* 

The Queen, convinced of her power and the 
facility with which flic could facrifice any o£ 
her enemies in France, had at firft adopted this 
pkn, fuppofing it would efieftually deftroy the 
Cardinal, affured as fhe was of her ability to 
make his caufe wear the moft unfavorable com- 
plexion. 

At eleven the next evening I agam faw her 
Majefty, and found her but little difpofed to 
execute her proje£t; The Cardinal, whofc only 

hope 
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liopc was to regain the confidence of the Qjiee/i, 
Ijad^ with the moft infinuating addrefs, written 
a letter to her Majefty ^herein he refuted the 
malicious accufations which had been brought 
againft him by his enemies, and expreffed the 
anxious defire he had to fee her. He took par- 
ticular care in his letter that he taiight not ex- 
pofe the Queen, and very prudently did not give 
her the moft diftant idea of the confidence I had 
repofed in him : by thefe means flie never had 
the leaft ground for fufpicion of my interference. 

Some days after, the Cardinal and I were ad-« 
mitted : I remained fbme time in the clofet, aiid 
the Cardinal was introduced into her chamber, 
where he continued two hours : I had only a 
glimpfe of him as he pafTed, As foon as he 
came out, he told me, every thing had fucceeded 
to a miracle ; " not without fome reproaches," 
continued he, ** but fufficient to, confirm all yoi;t 
have told me/' 

The day after, when I again faw her Majefty, 
ftie appeared confiderably foftened ; and, if my 
conjeftures are not erroneous, repented of her 
projed on the day preceding. 

This 
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TRis circiimftance, fully demonftrative of my 
aeal in his caufe,' and the hazards I ran to render 
him fervice, certainly merited a better return 
than falfe acculations, oppreffion, and difgrace* 
The Cardinal ought to have recollected fome of 
thofe circumftances wherein I have prevented 
him from running headlong into the fnares of 
his enemies; he ought, I fay, himfelf to have 
a,vowed the advice I have given him, to be cau- 
tious, and, ifpoflible, to avoid the danger which 
threatened him. Frequently did I addrcfs him, 
in terms emphatically remonftrative. *' Why, 
Cardinal, ^ will you blindly hazard your life, 
which will probably be the price of ypur atnbi- 
tion, and I fhall be difgraced ? For me, were 
I ii> your' fif nation, the world fhould not pur- 
chafe me to expofe myfelf to be the fcorn, and 
probably the vidlim, of my enemies ! '* . 

^' Fear not, my dear Countefs!" replied he. 
** My name, my family, will all defend met 
and the * Queen will not have revenge in her 
power ! ''—So very inconfiderately did the Car- 
dinal fpeak ; fo fallacioufly did he reafon ; fo 
completely did he-'deceive both himfelf and me. 
He even infinuated that the Queen could not 
do without him> His reliance upon his family 

Vol. I. X add 
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and connexions was one of the Icadittg trails o£ 
his chjkrafter. Upon this he built much ; but 
his private conncdions with the Emperor (which 
I Believe I havie formerly hinted, and may per- 
haps hereafter have greater occafion to mentioB^ 
now buoyed him up fo ftroft^y, that all his 
anions feemed to take a tin(ftiure from the m^ 
fledion of his circumilances* But thd(e high* 
blown hopes, which for a moment bore him up^ 
at leilgth burfl: under him, and expoiibd hi|n to 
puniflimcnt, flight in cT)mparifoa with nnne^ 
doomed, as I was, to bear the guik <rf both, 
and at length to he the idupe of d^eption^ 
and the vidim of cUfgracc* 

It is almoft impoffible for pae to defcribe the 
fituation into which 1 was now drawn inadver- 
tently, between two o*er-hanging rocks, both 
of which conftaritly threatened,^ and both of 
which eventually falling, buried my reputation, 
in their ruins. Upon my firft introdudion to 
her Majefty^ I had a moft emphatical injundioa 
to fecrecy, to conceal every thing even from 
my neareft friends. A combination of peciiUar 
circumftances had, as it were, drawn me into 
a fituation where I could not remain with ho- 
nor, from whence I could not retreat without 

danger^ 
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danger. . It is true, I received prefents of mo- 
ney, and bills upon the Caifle d'Efcompte ; but 
then I wzs reduced to the ftation of a fervant, 
although of a fuperior rank. The confidant of 
her Majefty, the confidant pf the Cardinal, be- 
tween whom the Emperor wilh^d a concordance, 
and I was thought a proper medium of reconci- 
liation. I knew that all fa^or centered in the 
Queen ; ihe OTily could be the means of reftoring 
the pofleffions of my anceftors. I was attached 
by gratitude to the Cardinal ; but had I known 
truly the nature of their intrigues, neither my 
y/iih to regain the poffeffion of Fontette could 
have fo ftrongly attached me to the Queen, nor 
motives of gratitude to the Cardinal, as to have 
induced me to facrifice my peace, my reputa- 
tion, and my honor, for the accommodation of 
either ; and i remained only in the fituation I 
then was, merely becaufe I hacJ not fufEcient 
experience to extricate myfelf from the danger- 
pus path which led to my deftrudlion. I blufh, 
when I am about to declare the fituation in 
which I flood between the Cardinal and the 
Queen : nothing but a facred regard to truth, 
which I have pledged myfelf to declare, £ould 
have induced me to brand my own reptrtation 
by fuch a declaration of my errors ; but I have 
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at Icaft the confolation to have confefled them^ * 
and confeffion is the paflport to remiffion.— 
Could my fighs, my tears, my anxious, days^ 
my ileeplefs nights, have erafed them from the 
record, they would, long ere thia, have been 
buried in obHvion. Bleeding from the w^rongs 
1 have fuftained, yet fmarting from the wounds, 
which oppreffion has infli6ted, I have no advo- 
cate whofe perfuafive eloquence can plead my 
caufe, whofc breath can re-animate my fame. 
Withered" by "the blight of malice, defcncelefs 
^s I am, I fubmit my caufe to that candor, 
which I think it frequently neceflary to befpeak^ 
to protect me from the frown of cenfure, and 
the feoffs of infult. To be entitled to that can- 
dor, I confefsmy errors, as a previous and ne-. 
ceflary ftep towards interefting the humane, 
who will- probably confiderthofe errors, which 
I myfelf eonfefs, to be fufficiently atoned for 
bjr my misfortunes. 

The moment I began to perceive the naturc. 
of the fervice with which I was entrufted I felt 
myfelf uneafy, my delicacy inftantly took the 
alarm, and I remonftfated ftrongly againft fuch 
odious employment. >^ It is true," faid I, 
** that I am indeed the confidant of a Queen ; 
' . and. 
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aad, becaufc.fhe is a perfonof fuch. exalted 
raak, they will not, perhaps, give me that odious 
appellation which other women, on thefe.occa- 
'(ions, would fo juftly merit and fo furely receive ; 
but, notwithftanding it is the Queen's fervice I 
am engaged in, iV will not be in the power of 
her Majefty to prevqnt thofe fecret whifpers 

that would certainly injure my reputation." ^ 

Similar rcmonftrances I often made to the 
Cardinal ; beggiog hin[>, iji thp n^oft earneft 
xnanner, to pref^ the Queqn urgently to give 
him a public receptiofi, which if Ihe refufed I 
^dvifed hiin tQ drop his p^rfuit. 

My rcmonftrances, alas ! were all inefFe(ftual : 
the Cardinal ftill perfifted. He was too confi- 
dent in himfelf to pay much attention to my ad- 
vice, afFefting frequently to treat me like a 
phild, Neverthelefs, I fucceeded fo well as to 
prevail upon him to depart for Saverne-— I had 
then that opinion, though, probably, he had 
other motives, ftrongly urging that he would 
be lefs obnoxious to the malice of his enemies, 
and that I fliould be much more comfortable : 
I communicated to him my intention of placing 
half the fum I had received from her Majefty's 
bounty out at intercft, having difpofed of the 

'X 3 other 



othisr in |)UfthafiAg an anhuity for my life, smI 
to retire to the eftatc of my anceftors^ where a 
decent and contented competence would be infi- 
nitely preferable to the anxieties attending my 
prefent fituatiott* I expatiated largely to the 
Cardinal, not only on the trouble and fatigue, 
but even of the imminent danger attending my 
prefent occupation ; how the Queen frequently 
cominanded rtie as one of her meaneft fervants, 
and engaged me to a€t a part fo odiou^^ that, if 
I was difcovcred, I (hould lie irretrievaMy ruined. 
It would be in vain that I fliould* plead I was 
afting in conformity to the orders of my Sove-- 
reign, whom I dared hot difobey ; that (Re had 
pledged her honor (he would proteil: me-— 
•* In vain could I > plead," continued I, ** that 
you had (aid the fame. Upon a difcovery, you 
would both defend yourfelves, and leave me ex* 
pofed to all the danger. 

" I have great rea(bn to prefume that this 
will be the cafe, (inee both you and the C]Kieen 
have thought proper to cntruft me with your 
intimacy ; but I muft beg you to ^fwer 
me thi$ qucftion : fuppofing what I fear 
(hould be the confequence, how will either the 
Queen or you extricate me from the embarralT- 
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ment?-— «-Vou may, perhaps, fqzr nothings. 
Supported by the influence of your family, aijd 
the dignity of your fituation, yon, perhaps, may 
not have much reafon to fear ; but, fingk md 
Unprotedtcd^ who ifliall dejiyer we V^ 

With fuch repieatedandeameftexpoftulations 
4id I endeavor to difluade the Cardinal from 
rufhing too precipitately to his fate ; but, inde- 
pendent of the danger, independent of the dif- 
grace, fhe fatigue, the agitation of fpirits at- 
tendant ^pon fuch atj occupation, rendered it 
fextremely irkfome, and^almofl: intolerable ; fre- 
quently haye I beei]^ obliged to watch the greater 
part of tije night attending her Majefty^s plea- 
fnre, who, often uncertain and inattfentive to 
the punftuality of her appointment, has kept 
me waiting with aU fhe anxiety of fufpence, 
Many an heavy hour, m^ny a fleeplefs night, 
has been deyoted to her Majefty's fervice, to 
the Cardinal's accommodation ; and how have I 
been requited by both j the one, to extricate 
liimfelf from the revenge of the other, has ac- 
cufed me of a crime which I tremble ?yea to 
mention* 

« 
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DifEcult indeed it was for me, at all times, to 
conceal my fenfations, while engaged in fuch a 
fituation as I then flood ; in vain did I ftruggle 
to hide thole emotions which I could not fup- 
prefs ; the tears involuntarily trickled down my 
cheeks. Thus, freqnently, did I count by my 
lighsj thofe painful moments while I was wait- 
ing the favorable moment when her M^efty 
Ihould be difengaged, to introduce the Cardinal, 
who, when the Queen approached, I introduced 
into the faloon, which, if I am not gi:Qatly mif-r 
taken, was palled the $aloon of Venv^, — r 
But, perhaps, a defcription of theplace may 
at once be an apology for my want of reeollecr 
tion, and, in fome meafure, gratify the reader's 
curiolity. ^ " 

This charming ftrufture is fituated in a gar- 
den of the Little Trianon : it is a circular 
building, ere6led upon an eafy eminence, - and 
furrounded by a ditch, which the Cardinal. and 
myfelf were in the habit of! pafling by means of 
a plank. The roof of this edifice is arched in 
form of a dome, in themidfl of which is a fla-^ 
tue either of Venus or Apollo, (which I cannot 
nov/ perfcdlly remember,) upon a pedeftal of 

white 
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white marble: the furniture moft beautiful 
chintz :. the rpom is Iplendidly decorated with 
carved woody -of a lilac colour : in the corners 
are ,heautiftil :^atues emblematic of love, and 
tending to mfpire- that paffion :* over the chim- 
ney-piece of fine ftatuary marble, capitally 
fculptured, and fiiperbly ornamented, are fmall 
figures . confornjable to the reft, and equally 
tending; to 4nlpire paffion : the doors are pan- 
nelled with glafs, ffom whence there is a de- 
iceat. intft the; , garden by four marble fteps : 
there, a^e ^wiifdow3 all round the room, with 
curtams of fine lawn richly embroidered with 
flowers. No perfon is permitted to eAter this 
delightful ^ fgQt .,px:cept onc;2a w^ek, ©n Sat ar- 
rays, ^and wijji; then, without an order figned by 
the Queen., lin; which permiffion. the name of 
the perfon. jijOLuft be inferted; but, in general, 
fuch ar favor is rarely granted. The garden is 
laid out- in the moft exquifite tafte ; but I will 
not attempt to enumerate all thofe beauties 
which tended to render this little fpot an 
epitome of elegance. 

It was in this faloon, whofe beauties the fuf- 
pence of my mind prevented me from being 
|)leafed with, that I was generally ftaticmed till 
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theQuccn^s approich, and, hotwithftandingthe 
inclemency of the . weather, the nights 6dui<^ 
ievfcrely cold, I wa^ frequently bbK^gedta retire 
into the garden. Will it appear the- feaft fingu- 
lar, to any one endowed with fenfibifity, that 
I fliQiJd be difgnftedwith thir ocfious occupa- 
tion, and deplore a condition, however enviabfe 
to others, to whofc vanity perhaps it might 
have been highly gratifying to be confyant to 
t Queen ? I fay, it will not appear fingtifar, ^ 
that fuch a fitnation Ihonld expfbfe me to die 
moft bitter reproaches, and the keen^ P^g^^ 
of infulted delicacy. 

Upon her Mijefty'^s appearince,v I'wenfeia 
queft of the Cardinal, whom* I generally found 
waiting the moment of my arrival With impa- 
tience, the place of rendezvous being previoufly 
agreed on in the day-time, antf varied* oxrca^ 
fionally, fornetimes in the walk of the Trianon, 
at others in the avenue leading to the Little 
Trianon. It did by no means unfrequeirtly hap- ^ 
pen that the Cardinal, impatient of her Maje- 
fty's delay, "had left his ftation, and rambled to 
fome diftant part of the garden, where, hot 
being able immediately to find him, I have run, 
almoft brcathlefs, wandering from walk to walk, 

aad 
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ttid fr&m one tree to another, which I have 
fometimes miftaken for ,mett, imagining they 
were valets going home to their wive&^ and 
dreffed' in th^g fame ntentter as the Cardinal, 
who, it niuft be ohferved, always difguifed 
himfelf as a valet, and frequently carried a 
btmdle in his hand, the better to fevor the dfe- 
eeptiom This Was contrived a* cmce to avoid 
fufpicion and prevent difcovery. When, after 
a weary feareh, I have at length found the 
Cardinal, I conduced him to the pkce of ren- 
dezvous, the laloor^ before defcribed, where the 
Queen was waiting. I mention thefe circum-» 
ftances merely to prove, from the danger, foi^ 
pence, uneafinefs and fatigue of fuch a fituation, 
that being confidant even to a Queen is by no 
means an enviable occupation. Fool that I was, 
to do thofe things which ilow give evidence 
againft me, to accommodate thofe who have 
indeed overwhelmed the errors I* was- guilty of 
in their fervice, in the magnitude of their op* 
predion, in the plenitude of my mifery. 

There is one circumftance, which, if I could 
forget, I would wifh not to mention ; but it 
made fuch an impreflion on my memory as time 
has not yet been able to efface. I had been 
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waitiirg for the Queen in that faloon from 
eleven o'clock, near an hour, without feeinjjr 
her according' to appointment, which was be-: 
tween eleven and twelve, and the Cardinal at 
midnight. . I went to her Majefty : there \yas 
fome obftacle which had impeded her appoint- 
ment. " However," added Ihe, ** go and find 
the Cardinal, and in a wtry ihort time I will 
fend to inform you whether I fh^^ll b^ able to 
receive you." I accordingly, after going to,adj: 
vertife him of this, and prevent his difappoint- 
nient, went to the place appointed, to wait the 
arrival of the trufty meffenger, whpm I fliall 
hereafter have occafion more particulaiiy ^ to 
mention. 

About three hours afterwards I received two 
notes,' after which I ^yas again fent to the^ Ca^-^ 
dinal. . We went to perufe the contents of our 
notes by the light of the lamps near the caftie^ 
in the walk leading from the Trianon. I here 
took occafion to explain to the Cardinal what { 
fuffered. '^ Confi'der," faid I repeatedly, *' what 
a "part the Queen has reduced me toaft. I fhotild 
be much better pleafed to be lefs diftinguifhed 
by her Majefty's favor ; for then I fliould have 
much lefs caufe for humiliation ! " • The fenfe 
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of my fituation made me for a moment forget 
all the favors he had beftowed on me, and I 
could not help- telling him, that fuch proofs of 
her Majefty's regard were rather more painful 
than pleafing. . Borne away at this moment -by 
his own immediate intereft. He loft fight of that 
delicacy which would have been more confiftent 
with his wonted generofity. He replied, that 
he confidered me as fufficiently fortunate iii 
having fuch an employnient, for which, he faid,* 
I had been fo handfomely paid ; but furely, at 
this moment, he did not confider the odious 
light in which I beheld this occupatioo, for 
which he- thought proper to fay I had been at 
once fo highly honored, and fo amply re-f 
warded. 

When I informed the Cardinal that I was 
afliamed, and heartily weary of the part lafted, 
which I would not much longer fuftain, he re- 
plied, '^ That will be fo much the worfe for 
you, if yoi\ take this courfe ; becaufe the Queen 
will eafily find another confidant, for whom you 
will be exchanged. Befides, Madam, what rea-^ 
fon have you to complain ? You have been well: 
rewarded 1 Ah ! without the Queen, what 
would beGQrtie of you ? This is not the laft 

thing 



tbing Ihc win do for you^ If your larother wiA 
firc&jsitt &e watdd give yon yet greater procfa 
of ker ibeneficeoce/' 

Such an infmuation, diat I had mi reafon to 
nmnrntty having been fb well rewarded, yet 
vibrates in mj car. I felt at daat moment the 
keennefs of the reprdach, which roufed me to 
a rep^ly, ^* The pcefeats ^rf the Q^eea J The 
iavors of the GaEdiasl f " 

His former gcn^oifity, his accu^ftomed deli- 
cacy, vaniihedfrom my light, and i faw nothing 
but a reproach of ingratitude, becaufe my. fen* 
fibility had induced me to remonftrate againft 
a proftitution, a mercenary employment, to 
me infinitely more intolerable than my infant 
wretchcdnefs ; worfe than my former menial 
occupation, even when I was reduced to the 
7i?p£i fituation of being fervant to a fervant. 
Then^ 1 reflefted that I was only poor, and pot*- 
yeity was no caufe of difgr'ace. Now, indeed, 
I was rich, and the confidant of a Qu^en ; hut 
neither my wealth, nor the rank of di^ parties 
whom i ferved, could reconcile me to a fituation 
fo infinitely betteatth the naoft abjedl to which % 
had ever been reduced. ^^ But ^^ employ* 

ment,*^ 
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meiit,'* replied I, " is not the favor I jam foli^ 
citing at court, where I am aiking OBly what 
was abfolutely the poflfeflion of my auceftors*'* 
I was induced to petition as a favor, what in* 
deed I might demand as a right. 

That there were, indeed, fomc perfons whom 
I either inew, or had heard of, who were eager 
to receive, and would in no fmail degree plume 
themfdves upon receiving, m$irks of royal fit* 
vor ; whofc vanity would be hi^ly gratified by 
any trifling proof of their Majcfties attention, 
which, publicly conferred, could fiot fail to give 
them a degrjee of confequence above others, who 
would diftinguifh them as objefts worthy of re- 
gard, and court their acquaihtahce, as being 
Heceffary to their intereft : but, with me, the 
cafe was very diflferent. From the fecrecy fa 
exprefsLy enjoined, from the very nature of the 
fervice in which I was engaged, it was inipof-^ 
fible for me to enjoy any of thefe advantages : 
few people would pay much attention to mc ; 
* that I ^as in favor with the Queen, would ap- 
pear a complete paradox. *^ If,*' they ^ouM 
fay, *' fhe really is in her R/ftjefty's good graces, 
why Jia-s (he not fufficient influence to obtain 
kcr jfuiti to procure the reftoratioa of her pof- 

feflions?*' 
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fcflions?^' If I could efFeft that, indeed, it 
might perhaps be fuppdfed that I had friends at 
court, and was <he objcflk df her Majefty's pro- 
tedibn. 

I obferved that the money I received was no 
compenfation for the danger, fatigue, and op- 
pr6brium of the ferviccs I was to perform.—- 
Often have I wept, when I reflefted upon the 
inextricable maze in which my deftiny had in- 
volved me, whofe perplexities were rendered 
doubly diflrtefling, by the reproach which I had 
fo recently received' from the Cardinal, for the 
favors I had received from the Queen. 

My reflcftions upon thefe circumftances urged 
me to be earneft with the Cardinal, if he was 
really my friend, to folicit her Majefty for the 
reftitution of my property ; but I did notfofefce 
what objeftions would be raifed. The Queen' 
was fo circumftanced, that ihe could not fervc 
me publicly without incurring fufpicion^ in- 
deed, it will be recolledted that fhe faid this at 
our firft interview. 

It will doubtlefs appear very finguUr to tlie 
reader, that ..the Cardinal and the Queen, fo 

long 
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long at variaiKC, and with fuch an inveterate 
animofity on the part of her Majefty, (hould be 
{o fuddenly, fo ftrarigcly redbhciled, and appa- 
rently fo cordially united. 1 irnufl: confefs, that 
I was myfelf aftonilhed at the miracle, which I 
at that time conceived I had wrought ; but I 
was as erroneous in this conjefture as the fly 
in the fable, who, fixed upon the wheel of 
the chariot, thought all the duft of his own 
raifingi 

I will endeavor to explain, as clearly as pof- 
fible, and point put to the reader the fecret 
fpring whicK moved every wheel of the machine. 
It was not love that etfeAed this ; It was the 
daemon of politics ; it was the fecret negocia- 
tions At Vienna, the private correfpohdehce be^ 
tween the Cardinal and the Emperor. 
• 

I have elfewhere faid, 1 was the confidant of 
the Cardinal*; but there were circumftances 
which he concealed from me, circuniftances 
which wore a very myfterious afpeft : they in- 
deed required Caution, and were relative to thofe 
private intrigues which prevail, mofe or lefs, in 
almoft every court in Eiirope. Thefe negocia- 
tions muft neceilarily have been kept very clofe,. 

Vol. L Y from 
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from the immediate danger which would have 
attended a difcovery ; it is not therefore ftrange 
that into thefe he did not wifh me to fcru- 
tinize. 

The frequency of couriers arriving from Ger- 
many, many of whom were Gerniah officers ; 
their long and myfterious conferences ; the hints 
which the Cardinal dropt m converfation ; the 
number of packets which my hulbahd was 
charged to deliver at different parts of the city, 
particularly at the Port ^t. Antoine, to couriers 
who appeared to be Germans ; the circumftances 
mentioned in the correfpondence given in my 
Memoirs ; all tend to fubftantiate the fiippofi- 
tion of a ftated correfpondence between the 
Emperor, the Cardinal, and the Queen. 

It is not my bufinefs to interweave 'political 
difquifitions in the narrative of my Life. Per- 
haps I Ihall be cenfured for hinting that the 
Emperor was at that period diftrefled for a loan, 
which, through ^he political junction of the 
Queen and the Cardinal, he hoped he fhould be 
able to acquire. Perhaps the latter was inca- 
pable to anfwer the fum demanded, which the 

Queen 
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iC^een herfelf was obliged to procure* This 
might have been the reafon for his yielding to 
my advice^in departing for Saverne : poflibly, I 
might hint fome circumftances refpefting Lor* 
rain ; but I dilate not upon thefe fubjefts, pro-^ 
bably too complicate for female ^ifcuffioa^ and 
fubftitute fome apology which may probably 
obviate thofe objeftions which might be madetQ 
the flight /ketches I have already introduced. 

As far as I conceive any circumftances .mate* 
rial for my defence, of thofe, by all the laws of 
felf-prefprvation., I have a right to avail myfelf, 
and by the laws of nature I am juftified, in ufing 
any weapons with which the guilt of iny enemies; 
has furniflied me, and which J may conceive 
neceffary to proteft me againft the afperfions of 
their malice, and the weight of their oppreffion. 
If my fuggeftions are merely fuppofitions, the 
evanefcent phantoms of imagination, they will 
of themfelves die away ; but, if they are fplcmn 
fubftantial allegations, reared upon the broad 
bafis of truth, they will ftand unfliaken monu- 
ments in my favor, when the Babel ftrudure of 
my enemies ih^ll, be tumbled into rijins* ' 

Ya The 
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Thcrnyfterious terms in whidii the corre-» 
fpondencc is couched, the political mamit which 
attrafted the parties, will at leaft ftibftantiatc 
their diffimulation, will at leaft prove that am- 
bition was the regulating principle, that the 
Emperor attradled the Cardinal and the Queen, 
who, uppii principles of mutual intereft, ftrongly 
adhered to each other, a$ mutually deplehdant and 
combined in fuch union to advance themfelves 
refpeftively to the higheft pinnacle of their am- 
bition. 1 have before mentioned that I was 

aftonilhed at the fudden cordiality between the 
Queen and Cardinal : all furprife will, however, 
ceafe, when I fuggeft that the Queen was ac- 
quainted with, and included in this clandeftine 
cotrefpondcnce, which had fo long fubfifted be- 
tween the Cardinal and the Emperor. 

At length, however, this political attradlion 
dlminifhed : either the Cardinal's real, or ima- 
ginary indifcretions, tended not only to weaken 
its influence, but to fubftitutea defire of revenge ; 
which, in courfe of time, overbalancing every 
other conlideration, expofed him to all its fury : 
in a word, he was dcftined to become its de- 
voted vidim. 

*' The 
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* The'Qiieen gradually appeared to grow tired 
of 1ms importunities, feemed -difgufted by his 
attentions,'' and was exafperated by his indifcre- 
tions. His influence with the Emperor was, as 
I have before mentioned, the only thread that 
yet fufpended the fword over his head, and her 
defire of revenge now became more ardent— 
file was deterxnined by .any means to deftroy 
Ijiim-^he negociation of the necklace afforded 
her an opportunity for reprehenfion, and the 
gratification of her revenge ; this circumftance 
was accordingly favorable t^ her piifpole, and 
was intended as his cou^ de grace. 

Having giyen in my Memoirs a minute detail 
©f that tranfadiofi, it would by no means have 
been my wilh to retrace the many particulars 
relative to that circumftance ; but, as many of 
my readers may not have perufed thofe Memoirs, 
and as that occurrence appears to me fp very in- 
terefting, fo effentially material, I (hall take the 
liberty of flightly glaneing at the moft promi* 
nent traits of that myfterious and fatal traiifac- 
tion, referving my more particular remarks to 
throw in occafionally during the time of my 
confrontation with the Cardinal, and ejcajninar 
tion upon interrogatories. 

Y3 The 
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The Quecrj had, it feeitts, long taken afency 
to this fuperb ornament, which rcmainad aV>ng 
* timeburthenfometo the jewellers^ and which 
they anxioufljr wiflied to difpofe of. They fe^ 
cretly applied to me to mention it to her Majefty , 
artfully infinuating that they were not unac- 
quainted with my influence, and attempting by 
many flattering compliments, to induce me to 
ufe that influence to ferve them,- byperfuading 
her Majefty to make the purchafe. 

Fearful left the Queen (hould fulpeft that I 
had fome intereft in difpofing of this bauble, (^ 
fufpicion fo injurious to my delicacy) I told the 
jewellers that it would be the higheft impro-r 
priety in me to interfere, and abfolutely refufe4 
• to have any thing to do in the bufinpfs. 

Upon my next interview >yith the Cardinal 
he wore a very elegant ring^ which he aiFeded 
to difplay, by putting his hand in every poffible 
, direction to attra<3: my notice. Obferving that 
I f^d nothing about it, he diredlly alked roe 
what I thought of his new ring ? I replied that 
it was indeed very brilliant, but I had lately feen 
fomething that was much more fo : # I then 
related the circumftance ^ of the necklace, at 

whicl^ 



( 3^1 ) 

which thjfe Cardinal expreffedi great furprife, but 
faid nothing xnore^ at that time^ relative to the 
fubje^:. 

Some time after. I received a note from the 
^ar^inal, requefting to know the jeweller's ad- 
drefs, which I procured and fent to him. 

This condudt raifed various conjectures in my 
niind concerning the reafon of the Cardinal's 
fending fo fuddenly for this addrefs, which not 
being able to account for, I poifed in my own 
jmind feveral circupiftances, which led me to ap- 
preheQd that the Cardinal meant to treat for the 
purchafe of this jewel, with a view of appro- 
priating it to fatisfy the demands pffome of Jthp 
moft clamorpu? of his creditpr^. 

About this period his affair^ were iu)t a Jittje 
/deranged : his niode of living was, notwithfliand- 
ing, dkFufe, and his finance^ ^ere very far froni 
keeping pace wijth his extrayagance. He had 
indeed b^ei^ cenfured by the King, ^yhp w5s 
chara(3:erifed by hi§ oecpnomy, and who, as th? 
vCardinal himfelf feemed to infinuate, would be 
niore relufStant in trufting with the affairs of the 
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ftatc a *^perfqn who ha4 betrayed fuch mifi- 
management in the regulation of his owij. 

; The motives wjiich biafled rpy conduft/m this 
bufmefs feemed to concenter in what I con^ 
cei ved to be my duty ; as a friend to the Cardinal, 
I could not think, entangled as he then was, ol" 
, fufFering him to plunge himfelf precipitately in- 
to ftill greater embarraffments, while the means 
of prevention remained in my power. I had 
alfo additional apprehenfions, left, having fcen 
the necklace, and fent to the jewellers for their 
addrcfs, my name fliould be brought into quef- 
tion : it was alfo a confideration with me that 
the jewellers fhould not part with their proper- 
ty upon fuch uncertain fecurity. 

Thefe motives coiijointly influenced my pro- 
ceedings, and determined me to repair to the 
jewellers to hint my fufpicions, defirin'^ them 
to remember that I fhould not think myfelf ac- 
countable for any agreement on the part of the 
Cardinal, at the fame time forewarning them to 
be particularly cautious, and not part with the 
necklace till they were fatisfied with the fecu- 
rity. 

This 
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This to me was a difagreeable office^ but it 
was a circumftance which I hope will be re- 
membered with very particular attentioa, be- 
caufe it is a leading argument in my defence ^ and 
a bidwark againft the attack of my enemies • 
had I wiftied to poffefs myfelf of this ornament, 
as it has been moft incoherently afferted, it will 
not wear the fainteft hue of probabilitjr that I 
Ihould raife obftacles againft the Cardinal's pur- 
chafing it, that I Ihould obftruft the only chan- 
nel through which I could hope to obtain it. 

It was feveral days after this tranfaftipn be- 
fore I again faw the Cardinal, though I fre- 
qaiently faw the Queen, during that interval. 
Her Majefty faid not a fyllable to me refpefting 
the necklace, but informed me that fhe had feen 
the Cardinal two days before, anjd expreffed her 
furprife that I brought no account of a commif- 
fion with which Ihe had entrufted him. I was 
not then aware of the nature of the commiffiou 
Ihc fpoke of, but when I again faw the Cardi- 
nal I had no doubt but that it related to the 
xaecklace. 

About two days after this interview with her 
Majefty I again faw the Cardinal, who then made 

me 
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me acquainted that he meant to purchafe the 
necklace for the Queen, but that fhe would not 
have her name appear in the negociation. It muft 
be obferved that her Majefty had entered into 
private, but exprcfs contradt, with the King, 
not to make any purchafe, pr fign her name to 
any agreement, without his concurrence. 

The Cardinal had been with the jewellers, 
immediately after he had received (heir addrefs, 
and found them perfedlly agreeable to his wiihes : 
he fet out for Ver failles, to apprize her Majefty 
that the necklace was in his power, and only 
waited her Majefty^s commands. It was during 
this interval, between the Cardinal's firft applir 
cation to the jewellers, and hi§ departure for 
Verfailles, that I had hinted my fulpicions, and 
raifed fuch obftacles, which he found fo difficult 
to overcome ; but thefe impediments will, . I 
hope, be excufed, on account of the reftitude 
of my intentions in raifing them. 

Upon his return from Verfailles, the Gardi-? 
naL finding the jewellers ftrangely altered, and 
feeming to raife difficulties, was at length in-r 
duced to declare that hepurchafed for ^he .Queen, 
who did not wifli to appear in the tranfa^ion, 

and 
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laad drew up artkles for the contrad, to which 
he meant to have her Majefty's approbation ; 
upon the j^rodudion of which the jewellers der 
clared they would truft tQ hk private fecurity. 

The Cardinal informed me that there would 
be private arrangetnents between himfelf and her 
Majefly, that the Queen might poffefs this jewel 
fhe, fo earneftly defired, and her Majefty*s name 
jiot be brought in queftion. 

When I received this information, that it 
Was for her Majefty this jewel was defigned, 
that it was for the Queen the Cardinal meant 
to purchafe, I thought it no bad fpeculation, 
and began to repent that my fpars had made me 
too precipitate in raifing thofe impediments, 
which originated in the .union of friendfhip, 
prudence, and juftice. It was, however, now 
too late to retreat ; the Cardinal drew from his 
pocket a packet, which he defired me to convey 
with all poflible expedition to the Queen. ' 

I loft no time, but pofted in my phaeton to 
Verfailles, where I arrived about nine o'clock, 
but could not that night obtain an interview 
with her Majefty. 

I have 
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^ havis Hot, I believe, previoufly mentioned, 
that finding myfelf fubfervient to both parties, 
enly fo far as ferved their own purpofcs, re- 
proached by the Cardinal, the fccrecy #£ the 
tranfaftion, and the danger in which I was in- 
volved, cohfpired, much more than curiofity, 
to induce me to taker copies of fome of the mofi 
material letters which paffed between the Car- 
dinal and the Queen.— rWas it an error ? It has 
happened fortunately, to enable me to ipeak 
precifely upon the moft material fa£ts of my de- 
fence—Was it a crim£ ? When I refleflt on my 
misfortunes, it has been, I hope, fully expiated* 

Before I went to bedj I took a copy of the 
Cardinal's letter, ,and perufcd the whole of the 
Conditions of the purchafe with the jewellers, 
with which I was difpatched for her Majefty's 
approbation, written in the Car dinars own 
hand. 

Difappointed in feeing her Majefty, and re- 
ceiving intelligence from Mademoifelle Dorvat, 
that it was uncertain when I could have the 
honor of feeing her,, knowing the GardinaFs 
impatience for my return with the r^ification 
of thefe article^!, I fent the packet to Mademoi- 

Mc 
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fellc Dorvat, begging her to forward it with all 
poffible expedition, as I only waited for the an- 
fwer to return immediately to Paris, 

Two hours ^fter, I received a parcel fealed 
up, with a fhort note frorti.her Majefty, defir- 
ing me to ufe difpatch. This parcel contained 
the articles I brought, not only unapproved, 
and unfigned, but accompanied by a note to the 
Cardinal, containing the moft flinging re- 
proaches. 

When the Cardinal opened the packet, and 
found it exaftly as he fent it, he turned p?ile ; 
• when he perufed the letter, he was almoft fran- 
tic. He communicated to me its contents, ap- 
pealing to me to arbitrate between him and the 
Queen, if he had not ftriftly adhered to the 
{jpint of the articles. * 

He then, after regretting thaj;Jie had kept it 
a fecret from me, informed me, that a few days 
ago the Queen had mentioned the necklace, 
which was, Ihe faid, deftined for Portugal, an^ 
appeared defirous to have it. 

• 
*« I then 
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<« 1 then told her/' continued he, <* what t 
conceived the praflicability of fo difguifing the 
necklace, by altering the faflxion of feme of the 
moft remarkable ftones, that it might not be 
cafily difcovered by his Majefty. The Queen's 
defire to poffefs this ornament increafed in pro- 
portion as the difficulty of its concealment ap- 
peared to vanifli ; no obftacle remained but the 
payment, . which well knowing to be beyond 
her Majefly's immediate compafs, I offered her 
the exertion of my credit and abilities, which 
(he accepted, on condition of permitting her to 
enter into private arrangements, correfpondent 
with thofe perfonal fecurities I fliould offer to 
the jewellers, 

*' Perfedtly, as I then thought, comprehend- 
ing hex "Majefly's meaning, I hafled to Paris, 
fent for the jewellers address, and went tathem 
immediately, under pretence of having fcttnc 
jewels fet, which I look with me for that pur- 
pofe. After fome converfation, I mentioned 
the njscklace ; faid I was commiffioned to en- 
quire the price^ and that, in cafe the perfott 
meaning to purchafe Ihould decline to appear in 
the tranfaftion, I would enter into a private 
agreement with Boemer. 

" No 
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* * No difficulties appearing, I fet out for Vcr- 
failles, informed the Queen that . the necklace 
'Was in my power^ and only waited her Ma- 
jefty*s command. She anfwered exprefsly in 
thefe words:—* I (hall approve of every ar- 

• rangement vi^hatevef that you Ihall take, pro- 

* vided my name does not appear in it.' 

** Thus empowered, I returned to the jewel- 
lers, fpoke of concluding the purchafe, and 
ultimately fettling the value, but was furprifed 
at the difference of my reception. Inftead of 
the fame eagernefs, they expreffed their fears, 
raifed difficulties, and made hefitations. To 
remove every obftacle, I told them at once that 
I was purchaling for the Queen ; that her Ma^ 
jefty had very particular I'eafons for keeping the 
ti-anfaftion fecret ; but I, fhlly fatisfied with 
the arrangement her Majefty had vouchfafed to 
make with me, was empowered to accede to 
any terms that could be mutually agreed on be* 
tween us. I then perfonally drew up the arti- 
tides, fuch as I thought conformable t6 her 
Majefty's inclination, and which X thought 
would meet her approbation, which I commu- 
nicated; but one of th6m, Bafanges, llarted 
another difficulty, that being confiderably in- 
debted 
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debted to Monfieur de St. James, they could not 
conclude thq bufinefs without previouflj ac^ 
quainting him. Teafed with thefe obftacles, 
and by way of difperfing them, I then told them 
that I would bring the articles approved and 
figned by the Queen j that after they were pro- 
duced, and fecn by none but themfelves and 
Monfieur de St. James, they Ihould afterwards 
remain in truft with me till the total liquidation 
of the payment, for which I would give my 
own perfonal fecurity. 

^* With this they were perfedly fatisfied, and 
I inftantly wrote to the Queen that packet 
which you have juft conveyed, requefting her 
Majefty's approbation in the margin to the ar- 
ticles I fent, obferving, that as that injflrument 
would remain in my hands, her intentions 
would be fully complied with, and that her name 
would not abfolutely appear.— And fee,*' con- 
-^inued he, *' what an anfwer I receive ! *' 

The Cardinal was in a moft violent rage, of 
which his expreflions were fufficiently demon- 
ftrative. Finding it impoffible to gain his atten- 
tion, during thefe burfts of paffion, I fufFered 
him fpr a few minutes to give them vent, 

knowing 
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kilowihg, at the fame tiilife, frorti their violeftcc, 
that they could not be of long continuance^ 

I wasnibt Wrotig lii tny idea — his Exclamations 
againft the treachery of wdrtieri at length fub- 
(ided^ and I obferved, that there was nothing {q 
very ofFendve in the Queen's letter as he might 
be erroneouily ihauced to imagine i refpe£ting 
that expreffion, that her naitle (hould not be feen 
in it, it had a vety vagtie and indefinite meaning, 
which Re might probably widely nfiifinterpret ; 
that it by no means implied that her Majefty 
would riot accedd to the puf chafe ; that her 
fending back the agjfeement was by no means an 
argument that (he did not mean to have it con-* 
eluded, but merely that fhe was diflatisfifed with 
the modification of thofe articles, which, not 
coinciding with her ideas, ihe wiflied to have 
altered \ that the firft thing to be done was to 
cortfult her Majefty, who had, on fending me 
back with the agreement, enjoined my return 
the fame evening ; but, it being then too late, I 
would fet oflF early the heJct morning, that I 
might watch the firft opportunity when her 
Majefty ihould be vifible, when I hoped, by ex- 
plaining "every thing to the Queen, 1 fhould 
bring him better newsi * » 

Vol. L Z TU 
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The Cardinal was more cool, app6ared pteaft- 
ed with my propofition, and allowed that it was 
abfolutely neceflary, fince it was fo exprcfllj 
commanded, that I ftiould again appear^at Ver- 
failles : he then gave me the agreement and de- 
parted. 

' When I arrived at Verfsulles I was given to 
nnderftand, ty Mademoifelle Dorvat, that the 
Queen had expefted me till twelve the preceding 
evening, and that (he was much out of temper. 

Two hours after, I received a note from her 
Majefty, informing me, that fhe fhould not be 
vifible that day, commanding me to ft^y at Ver- 
failles, and that I fhould be. apprifed when (he 
could be feen. 

The next day, upon my return from a (hort 
vifit, I found a note from the Queen in thefc 
terms; To-nigbt^ at half paji nine. 

I attended^ with great timidity, at the hour 
appointed. Her Majefty *s courteous and afiable 
reception foon difpelled my fears. After many 
obliging fpeeches, (he enquired if I had brought 
nothing from the Cardinal. I anfwered in the 

affirmative. 
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affirmative, and driwing the agreement out of 
my pocket, fidd, I was charged to receive her 
Majefty*s commands on its contents. I then 
humbly reprefented the fituation of the Cardinal, 
the difficulties he had to encounter, and the ad- 
drefs with which he had van^uifhed thwn, in 
having at once fatisficd the jewellers, and coin- 
cided in her Majcfty's wiflies ; adding, that' the 
writing retained in his pofl^ffijon was a fufficient 
fecurity that her name would never appear. 

«» 
The Queen replied, that flie had pofitivcly 
told him (he would enter into no arrangement 
but with himfelf ; " and here/* continued fhe, 
*^ he propofes a direft one with the jewellers. 
Now, (as I wrote him word) if I had chofS to 
treat with them, I could have done it without 
his affiftance; but now my name is aftually 
mentioned. It is a moft unpardonable indifcre- 
tion ! He would have afted better by giving mc 
notice, than taking upon him a bufinefs he was 
Unable to execute." ; 

I fuggefted a reply, i^ hopes of exculpating 
the Cardinal, that he had not forefeen the ob- 
ftacles he had to encounter ; that zeal, and a 
defire to ferve her Majefty, made him proceed 

Z a ift 
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in the negociation ; that, upon fo maujr drffl^ 
culties being ftarted, he was neceffitated ta 
make ufe of her name, m order to clear himfelf 
of the fufpicion (which he but too ftrongly dif-^ 
covered they entertamed) of his having a defign 
to purchafe the diamonds, in order to convqrt 
them info money : that, finding no other means 
of procuring the jewels, and thinking equally to 
fulfil your Majefty's wiflies, he mentioned your 
Majefty's name to excite their confidence, and 
meant to keep pofleffion of the writing, to b« 
ftriftly conformable to your Majefty's defire.** 

The Queen replied, ^' From what you tell 
me,. I am forry that I wrote to him as I did. — 
I will give you a letter to him :-— But does he 
not betray a want of Ikill in this conduit ? — If 
inlpiring confidence was all that was requifite, 

could he have devifed no other mode ? 

He is, perhaps, ignorant of it ; but I 

TELL IT YOU, THAT I HAVE CONTRACTED 

WITH THE King a formal engagement, 

NOT TO SET MY NAME TO ANY THING, 
WITHOUT FIRST COMMUNICATING IT TO 

HIM,—- It is therefore impradlicable ! See, be- 
tween you, what can be done ; or, let the idea 
qf a purchafe be given up! —It appears, that 

THE 
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THE WRITING BEING ONLY A MATTER OF 

FORM THAT THOSE PEOPLE BEING UNAC- 

QJJAINTED WITH MY HAND-WRITING— YOU 
WILL CONSIDER OF IT. BuT, ONCE MORE, 

I CANNOT SET MY NAM5 TQ IT !— However, 
let the matter terminate which way it-will, tell 
the Cardinal that I will, the firft timeTee him, 
communicate th? nature of thpfe arrangements 
I mean to make with him/' 

Thoughtlefs of the confequence, eager to 
obviate every difficulty, and anxious to accom- 
modate all parties, I revolved every thing that 
paffed in my own mind, particularly her Ma- 
jefty's expreffions^ *' That fhe confidered. it as 
merely formal^ that fhe was bound, by her 
contract with his Majefty, never to fet *her hand 
to any agreement, without his confent ; that 
fhe wifhed to be poflfeffed of the necklace : that 
the Cardinal was eager to obtain her Majefty*s 
approbation,, who feemed fatisficd with any ar- 
rangement, provided her napae did not abfolutely 
appear, in violation of the eontraft fhe had made 
with his Majcfly/^ Without giving myfelf time 
to think, I confulted a friend, who perfeftly 
coinciding with me in the propriety of the mea- 

Z 3 fure, 



fure, figncd the name. Mirk Antoinette of 
FranfCj in the margin of the agreement,, 

I mention not thefe circumftancfes to juftify, 
but, in fomc fmall degree, to palliate this im- 
prudence, the greateft, and attended with the 
. moft fatal confequences of any in my life, to the 
commiffion of which my natural vivacity of 
temper, and the impulfe of the moment, backed 
by what I then termed plaufible^rgumei^ts, hur«r 
ried me irrefiflibly away, 

I thought that this fignature could not fl:ri<^-. 
ly wear the complexion of a forgery, for the 
perfon whofe name I procured to be figned 
would be accomodated by this fiftitious figna^ 
ture. It was not a fraud, for the jewellers 
would be poffeffed of the CardinaFs fecurity, 
which they would not, as appears from hi^firft 
application, have h^fitated to admit, had it not 
been for my apprehenfions. The Cardinal 
would, from the nature of his private arrange- 
ments with the Queen, be enabled to fulfil the 
flated times of payment regularly as they became 
due. Biaffed by thefe ideas, I was guilty of this 
error, for which I confefs I deferve cenfure, 

though^ 
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though, jpofGbiy, every rebuke may be coveijed 
by that -enormous weight of misfortunes which 
have affailed itic in confecjuence of this deviation 
from- thfe |)ath of reditude. 

I had determined then upon this deception, of 
which • I at-thit period knew not the confe- 
quencc. The mode of proceeding now bufied 
my thoughts, and proceeding in a manner the 
leaft lidhh to exception, and the beft adapted to 
prevent difcovery.— When I firft arrived at my 
own "hcufe, *I Vas going, to put down in the 
margin, jipffoveJ by me^ the ^eeh ; but I was 
doubtful whether, confidering her contrail with 
tlje King, the-Queen would have adopted that 
fignature, I was in a ftate of perplexity, and 
had fome inclination to confult my hulband ; 
but I was fearful, upon recolleftioa of the for- 
mer difficulties he had ftarted, that he would 
not fall into the fcheme. Doubtful, and per- 
plexed in the extreme, while I was weighing 
one thing againft another, and uncertain how to 
determine, the name of Monfieur Retaux de 
Vilette was announced. 

M. Retaux de Vilette was a perfon with 
whom I had long been acquainted \ he v/as on 

Z 4 ' the 
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the point of obtAifting, thrqugh my influence, a 
military employment, and could^ I thought, 
hardly refufc dqing me what I termed ^ fervice 
of fuch trivial confequence. I accordin^jr kept 
him to dinner. He was acquainted with my 
connexions with the Queen and the Cardinal : 
I had before hinted what Was iij agitatiqn d-ela-. 
tive to the purchafc of ^he nec^ace ; I now 
related every circumftance, and the precife. jftatc 
of every incident concerning it* , , 

I had the fatisfadiqn to find that JSJ; Vilattc 
pcrfedlly coincided with me in. opinion. He 
told me, that, not doubting but the Queen had 
made ule of thofe exprefiions, it appeared to 
him precifely in the facqie point of view ; that i^ 
v/as a matter of indifference in what' hand the 
approbation was written, fince the jewellers were 
unacquainted with her .MajeftyV:!!^riting.— 
'' But,'' fays he, ^^ neither you nor the Queen 
are perhaps acquainte4 with the danger of coun- 
terfeiting the hand-writing pf any individual; 
it is, in the eye of the law, a criminal offence, 
under the appellation of forgery. Doubtlefe you 
would not advife me to commit fuch a crime ; 
but this we may do -.-—Proceeding upon the 
Uippofition that the jewellers are not acquainted 

with 
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with the .Queen's hand-writing, it is equally 
improbable that they fliould be acquainted with 
lier fignature. Your idea of figning Antoinette 
only, is a palpable forgery: but Antoinette of 
France has certainly no meaning at all. • Were 
the bufiijefs, indeed, to fwindle away the neck- 
lace, there, whenever coUufion was difcovered, 
flich a figaature would indeed ftand as a proof 
of it ; but there being no doubt of the jewellers 
receiving their payments, lince they are poffefled 
of the Cardinal's fecurity, fetretly backed by 
the Queea^s, I think one mjiy, without great 
fear of deteftion, comply with thefe circum- 
ftances, which • fhall be done in the following 
manner :--rFirftj I fhall not difguife my 
hand ; fecondly, I fllall give the Queen the in* 
accurate title of Antoinette of France. This 
writing beinrg prefented by the Cardinal, will 
not be fcrutinized-; and you (hall promife me to 
burn it, in my prefence, when the jewellers are 
paid, and the buiinefs is ended/*— *I gave him 
my word of honor that it (hould be done ; upon 
which he fign^d the approbation. 

During the time of my being engaged with 
Monfieur Retaux de Vilette, I received *a note 
from the Cardinal, who was all impatience for 

my 
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my return. I fent back the meffeixger, with 
an anfwer that I would fee him foon ; but, in 
ihc mean time, every thing went on well. 

TJie moment I was poffeffed of this approba- 
tion, I hurried away to the Cardinars, ftoai 
whom indeed I intended to have concealed the 
tranfaftion; but reflcding a littlje^ a^ I went 
along, that neither M. Vilette, nor pijfelf, were 
perhaps fully aware of the confequfeijces whick 
might happen, I determined to eiplaift every 
circumftance, after having amufed the Cardinal 
with a temporary deception. Wi/hing to make 
an experiment if the Signature wduJd pafs cur- 
rent with him, " Here,'^ faid J, upcJn entering, 
*' here it is at laft!''-*The Gafdinal perufed 
the articles, examined the appfobatidrii and ex- 
claimed^ " Yes, here it is at laft!*'— rJ laughed 
heartily, and explained the yhple tranfeftion. 
He examined the paper more attentively, was 
pleafed with what I had done, and . obferved, 
that if the fignature had deceived him, it would 
be much more efFefliral with the jew'^Uers. 

The Cardinal departed, and on thkt very diay 
(the 3Cth of January) concluded the bargain. 
The day following he fent me two letters, one 

> for 
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for myfelf, dcfiring my immediate departure for 

Vcrfailles, to deliver the other, which was in- 

clofed, and addrcffed to her Majefty, 
t 

/ > 

In compliance with the Cardinal's requeft, I 

ufed all poflible expedition in travelling to Ver- , 
failles. As foon as I arrived, I received a note 
from the Queen, who was a little incHfpofed, 
' coftmanding the Cardinal to be hi my apart- 
ment at nine at night, in his ufual drefs, with 
the box In quejiiony and not to depart till he 
Jieard from her. 

> The next day I accordingly tranfinitted this 
note to the Cardinal, as directed. About half 
paft eight he came to me, in his ufual difguife^ 
with the box containing the necklace, which he 
deported on ^bureau. We remained fome time 
converfing upon a variety of topics, till our con- 
verfation was interrupted by the arrival of Lef- 
claux, her Majefty's groom of the chamber, (a 
pian perfectly known to the Cardinal, and fre- 
quently employed as a trufty meffenger) who 
well knew the nature of their intrigues. This 
pcrfon delivered to the Cardinal a note from the 
Queen, conceived in the following terms : — 
** The tnintjler [the King] is aftually in my 

" apartment. 
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apartment. I know not how long liis flay 
will be. Tou know the per/on whom I fend : 
deliver the box to him, and ftay where you 
** are. I do not defpair of feeing thee to- 

" day." 

The Cardinal, after perufing the note, written, 
as well as the preceding one, in her Majeftv's 
own hand-writingi delivered^ with his own 
hands, the box, containing the necklace, to the 
very perfon whom the Queen herfelf had eK- 
prefled to be deferving of hef aonfidence.— 
Lefclaux obfcryed, on departing, that he had 
orders. to wait at Madame de Mifery's apartment 
till twelve. 

About half paft eleven, the fame Lefelau3{ 
returned with another note to the Cardinal, 
purporting that her Majefty was very much 
croflcd, exprefsly acknowledging the receipt of 
the necklace, and concluding that (h« would 
fee him the following day. 

Such is a. very brief ftatement of the circum*. 
ftances relating to the necklace : from the time 
it was received by the Cardinal from the jewels 
Icrs, till delivered to Lefclaux, it was not a mo- 
ment 
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toent out of his poffefllon. Why then, It may 
be alked, did he not call Lefclaux to account ?, 
The anfwer is obvious— becaufe he was fearful 
of involving the Queen ; but he delivered it to 
Lefclaux with his own hands, and the Queen 
cxpreflly acknowledged that fhe had received it. 

The necklace was delivered on* the firft of Fe- 
bruary, i785;'fron^ the intervening months 
till the fatal cataftrophe, a variety of circum- 
flances took place fimilar to thofe I have already 

related, and which I fliall haftily pafs oven 

On the fecond the Cardinal received a letter from 
the Queen, which did indeed but flightly men-» 
tion the necklace; expreffing, however, that 
the Queen admired it, which made the Cardinal 
himlelf remark, at the time of reading the letter, 
S^hat the vejfel had failed fafe into harbour. '--^"^ 
This letter, indeed, I did not copy : it was con- 
ceived in terms the moft indecent, the moft li- 
centious that could poffibly be imagined; for 
thefe reafons it is that I wifli not to enter into 
particulars, any further than is material to prove, 
from her Majefty's writing,, and from the Car- 
dinal's own expreffions, that the necklace had 
reached the port of its deftination, 

Nothing 



Nothing very remarkable occurred for fome 
time, but letters in profufion, continual jourmes 
for me to and from Paris, Verfailles, Tria* 
no(^, &c. &c. 

About a mpiith after the Queen was in pof^ 
fcffion of this necklace, {he wrote a letter to the 
Cariiinal, informing him, that fome perfbn had 
aflured her that it was tc*) dear by at leaft two 
hundred thoufand livres, and, unlefs the jewel- 
lers confented to that abatement, ftie was deter- 
mined to return it'. 

The Cardinal, as uiual, flew into a violent 
paffion, loading the whole fex with the moft 
abufive epithets, but found himfelf fo far en- 
gaged as to be under the neceffity of compliance 
with every caprice ; the office of prime m^pifter 
glittered in his eye, endued, him with a greater 
degree of patience than he was ufually poflefled 
^ of ; thofc beams of elevation ftUl dazzled his eye, 
operated as a curb upon his temper, and fubjedt- 
ed him to fuftain what otherwife would have 
been intolerable. He {ttity therefore^ to the 
jewellers, and communicated h^r Majefty*s let- 
ter, who, thinking the bargain ratified and con- 

' firmed, 
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firmed, and the property delivered, were in n<f 
fmall degree furprifed. 

The jewellers remonftrated flrongly ; but the 
high authority of the perfon infiftiiig on the 
abatement, added to the fear of having it return- 
ed upon their hands, at ' length operated to in- 
duce them to confent to the deduflion. 

This was the fecond arrangement with the 
jewellers— -the necklace was in her Majefty's 
poffeffion, confequently ather own difpofal. 

From this period to that when I was charged 
(I am fbockcd at the repetition) with having 
jftolen this jewel, difficulties arofe for the tvent 
of which I could not but tremble : a ftorm waj 
gathering, and approaching rapidly, which 
threatened the moft fatal confequences. The 
meetings between the Queen and the Cardinal 
were lefs frequent : the former was thoughtful 
and m}rfterious; the latter appeared uniifually 
refer ved, and frequently out of humour. I was 
fenfibly alarmed at this change, the effeds of 
which I frequently experienced. 

Thf 
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iThe Queen was difpleafed with the Carciuial, 
and I thought I read in her prefent conduft a 
defign to punifli me for havmg been inftfu- 
mental in bringing them together* Goolnefs in 
her Majefty's bofom infenfxbly naade Wdy fof dif-^ 
guft, and negleft tdnded to raife the Gardinafs 
refentment, to ihultiply his indifcretion^j and 
eventually to lead him to his punifliment ; he 
thought himfelf of confequence to the Queen, 
and, .with the moft inconfiderate and inaredible 
rafhnefs, refolved, as he exprefled himfelf, to 
mortify her Majefty by his abfence- 

Deluded man ! what daemon could have placed 
this bandage before thy eyeS, and turned thee 
loofe to wander over the precipice of deftruc- 
tion !— -thy abfence ! — Alas ! there was nothing 
the Queen fb earneftly wifhed; there wa§ 
nothing, thy deftru6tion excepted, that fhemorc 
anxioufly defired. 

Have I not faid that the Cardinal was guilty 
of fomc indifcretions ? and will not the corre- 
fpondence annexed, bear me out in the ^rtion ? 
Have I not mentioned the infernal malice of the 
Polignacs? tofdd, curtail, apply ; in Ihort, to 

make 



rfiake every thing anfwer their diabolicahpur- 
pofes, is there any that I have hitherto faid that 
does not wear the complexion of probability ? 
If there is, the Polignacs are amiable, the Queea 
virtuous, and the Cardinal difcreet. 

1 have before faidi, that the Queen feemed as 
if flie was difpleafed with me, as if (he wifhed 
to punifh me without oftenfibly appearing to be 
aduatcd by that wifh. I have faid that fhe 
wifhed to deftroy the Cardinal, and I hope Illiall 
be pardoned for fuch frequent repetitions, be- 
caufe I think them neceflary to prepare the 
mind of my readers for what I have further to 
relate. 

One day, regarding me with her ufual affabi- 
lity, her Majefly prefented me with a box, 
accompanied with |:hefc words : *' Here — its a 
long time fince I gave you any thing; but 
doa*t tell the Cardinal that I- have made you 
this prefent, nor even that you have feenmet-* 
Do you hear ? Do not talk to him of me.* 
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I have before faid that I concealed nothing 
from the Cardinal, and there are fome who 
will, probably, accufe me of breach of confi- 

VoL. L A a dencei 



( . 354 ) 

dence> aiid difobeying her Majcfty*s exprefs com- 
mands. I confefs I thmk my condud in that 
refpedt not irreprehenfible, at leaft it would re- 
quire a much abler advocate than myfelf to de- 
fend it ; otherwife I might infinuate my prior 
acquaintance with the Cardinal, the iijtereft he 
feemed to take in my afFairs^ and his generofity^ 
previous to my having entertained an opinion 
thatllhould ever be able to render him any 
fervice with the Queen : I might perhaps hint^ 
that my gratitude^ as well as my inclination^ 
biaffed me towards the Cardinal. 

Surrounded as I was with difficulties^, where I 
had only the painful choice of feledting what to 
me appeared the leaft, harx'affed with thefe 
dilemmas, with little time for dehberation, ^d 
obliged to a£t, obliged to proceed^ I thought 
deceiving the Queen would Jbe attended with lefs 
hazardous eonfequences', than being obftijaately 
determined to defend my errors-, and the oppr^f- 
lion and malicious faliities of my enemies, per- 
haps,- have been fufficiently enormous, I had 
almoft faid, to render it my duty to take advan- 
tage of every argument* that might eventually 
turn out in my favor, ; and, poiRbly, at once 
palliate niy errors,, and diminiih that weight of 

.opprobrmm 
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Dpprobrium With which I have been loaded.— 
I will not only admit, but avow, that I afted 
wrong ; yet I will not avail myfelf of what I 
have juft mentioned. I have a more powerful 
friend in the candor and generofity of the Englifh 
nation, of which Protection of the Oppreffed 
is the peculiar chara£leriftic.— I confefs that I 
have been guilty of errors, and throw myfelf 
at once upon the candor and compaffion of my 
readers. 

As foon as I had examined the contents of the 
box, and totally ignorant of its value, I hurried 
away to the Cardinal, at once to communicate 
what pafled at Verfailles, and to exhibit this 
recent proof of her Majefty's munificence. In 
the moft earneft manner I conjured the Cardinal 
not to betray that confidence repofed in him, in 
exprefs contradiftion toherMajefty*s commands. 
—I requeft that it may be ever remembered, and 
deeply impreffed on the minds of my readers—- 
that I brought thefe jewels to the Cardinal ! 

After looking haftily ovfer the diamonds, which 
he poured out on his table, after a 'paufe of fur- 
prize, and a look of aftonifliment, '' This,'* 
fays he, *' appears to me fomething confidera- 
A a 2 . * able : 



( 33^ ) 

ble : how do you mean to difpofe of them ? '^ 
I told him, that I meant to fell the greateft part, 
and referve the remainder for my own ufe. He 
furveyed them again yet more attentively, and 
propofed my leaving them with him till the fol- 
lowing day,— I complied without the leaft he- 
fitation,. 

This I beg leave to remark as another cir- 
cumftance in my favor, as, by obliging the 
Cardinal to own they were returned, 1 produced 
an indifputable proof that, by exhibiting them 
to the Cardinal almoft the moment they were 
received, I at leaft could not have ftblen them. 
Had I been guilty of that crime, had I not come 
fairly by them, I fliould never have been fo very 
fimple (and my enemies allow, that I was not 
deficient in cunning) to run the hazard of de- 
teftion, by leaving them all night with the 
Cardinal.— But what did I do ? I made not the 
flighteft fcruple to the Cardinal's propofal, who 
faid, in conducing me out, that he would 
weigh them, and inform me what was their in- 
trinlic value. This was juft what I wiflied to 
afcertain. I thanked him, and retired, leaving 
the jewels Ipofe upon the Cardinal's table. — — 
Next day I received from him the following note : 

'' Dear 
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Dear Countefsj 

^* / return by my Swifs the box in quejiion^ and I 
advife you to fell them as quickly as pojjible.' I 
will fee you at my return from Verfailles^ when I 
willfpeak to you more fully ; but difpofe of what 
J return to you foon^ 

I confefs, that I was myfelf ignorant of the 
worth of the prefent I had received. I was not 
very conyerfant in the intrinfic value of dia-^ 
monds ; yet I fuppofed, from the rank of the 
donor, that the gift was far from being inconii- 
der^abfe^ 

I haftened to communicate iny good fortune 
to my hufband, but previoufly thought' proper 
to appropriate fome of the fmaller ftones to pur- 
ch^fe fbme few trifles which I then had occafion 
for, and for which I did not chufe to. apply to 
iny hufband, intending them, then, for my 
own pHvate ufe. Having firft made provifion 
for ipyfelf, (a eircumftance, hideed, but too 
common) I delivered the remainder to my huf- 
band, who, the very moment that he caft his 
eyes over them, obferved that they belonged 
^o the pecklace, and on that account he conceiv- 
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ed it neceffary, from prudential motives, to advifc 
with' the Cardinal relative to the mode of their 
dirpofition ; in which, as he then conceived, it 
would be abfblutely necefiary to adopt the ut-. 
moft clrcumfpeclion, left, through the unac- 
countable fluftuation, and the rapidity of the 
circulation of trade, thefe jewels fliould fall into 
the hands either of Bhomer or Baffanges, which 
would, doubtlefs, lead to fuggeftions by riq 
means favorable to the parties concerned in the 
tranfadion. 

> While we were engaged in this converfatiorx 
relative to the difpofal of the jewels, the Cardi- 
nal himfelf arrived in great hafte, informed me, 
that he would fee me on his return from Ver- 
I'ailles, whither he was then immediately gbing, 
in the mean time earneftly entreating me to be 
extremely cautious, and not fhew the jewels to 
any perfon whatever. 

When the Cardinal returned from* Yerfailles 
he informed me, that, in his interview .wifh the 
Queen, (lie did not once mention a lyllable re- 
ipeding the necklace, which was td him an in- 
explicable myftery ; that, upon examination of 
the jewels fhc had prefented me v/ith, he had 

difcovered 
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difc5vered the moft .remarkable ftones in that 
ornament ; it did not in the leaft furprif^ him^ 
-that the Queen Ihould take it to pieces, to itiake 
ibme alterations and difguife its fornij but 
he thought it extremely fingular that her Ma- 
jcfty fhould not fpeak about it, at the fame time 
he obferved, that he ihould be very much cha- 
grined if the jewellers ihould hear that this 
ornament Ihould have been thus taken to pieces ; 
adding, that this would, probably^ be the cafe, 
if I (hbuld attempt/to difpofe of ftones of fo 
remarkable a pattern at Paris ; he, therefore, to 
obviate every difficulty, advifed me to fend them 
to Anifterdam. " Thefe flat oval ftones," 
continued he^ '*not according with the defiga 
of hei: Majefty's intended fuit pf diamonds, Ihe 
has probably coqfidered them as trifles ; but I 
declare to you that they are not worth Jefs than 
three thoufand livres, and you cannpt difpofe of 
jhem either with top much privacy or expedition/* 

My huft)and perfedly coincided in the Car- 
tdinal's' opinion, ^nd immediately revolved in his 
own miiid the means of putting his plan in exe- 
cution, for which purpofe he that' fame day 
called upona Jevy, named Franks, whoconfent- . 
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ed to undertake a jouraey to Amfterdam, thus 
commiffioned, tp difpofed of the jewels, . 

He accordingly fet forward for that purpofe. 
The difturbances at that time prevalent in Hol-^ 
land rendered his journey ineffeftual, in confe-* 
quencp of which my hufband determined to take 
that charge upon himfelf, to pafs oyer into 
England, and he accordingly comm,enced his 
journey on the twelfth of April, accompanied by 
Chevalier O'Neil, a captain of grena4ier§, and a 
knight of St. Louis, 

It was during this interval that the Queen's 
difguft towards the Cardinal was acceleratively 
increafing, and rapidly advancing to its acme ; 
their interviews were lefs frequent, and that 
tipae, \yhich was formerly ocpupied in a man-r . 
npr infinitely more agreeablp, was now fpent 'm 
altercation, and they feparated from each other 
mutually difpleafing and difpleafed. 

The Cardinal now gave himfelf but little con-! 
cerji about the necklace, only fometimes remark-* 
cd, that it was very fingular the Queen made no 
ufe of her diamonds, particularly interrogating 
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mt if I had ha4<lifcovered any thing new about 
any part of her drefs ? to fuch interrogatories I 
uniformly anfwered in the negative. 

He fcemed indeed furprized, but this furprize 
gave way to anxieties of far fuperior magnitude, 
anxieties to which this circumftance was, as it 
were, an airy trifle ; he thought he perceived 
a dcclenfion of his intereft with the Emperor, 
and he fufpe£led the Queen as the caufe of that 
decknfion : he went further, and reproached her 
for having trifled with hiih relative to the ar- 
rangements of his promifed elevation ; he was 
offended too that he was not publicly received ; 
his whole conduft took a tinfture from thofe cir- 
cumftances, and he even formed the extravagant 
rcfoliition of fpeedily compelling her Majefty to 
do him juflice. It was in vain to remonftrate : 
his obftinacy was, indeed, truly alarming, but 
of this what I have juft related is a fufiicient 
dpmonftration* 

A few days after my hufband's departure the 
Cardinal fet out for Saverne, under the ftrongeft 
conviftion that her Majefty, to whom he thought 
himfelf eflential, net long able to fupport his ab- 
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fence, would be under theneceflity of recalling 
bim very foon. 

During the abfence of the Cardinal I conti-r 
nued paying my court to her Majefty, who very 
feldom mentioned his name, and when Ihe did 
it was in a manner not merely indifferent, but 
fonxething worfe. Among the number of c^^ufes 
which tended to four the temper of the Queen, 
jealoufy bore no fmall part. Reports of the 
Cardinal's intrigues, of his indifcretions, of the 
light manner in which he fppke of her Majefty 
to noblemen and others, whom he thought his 
friends — ^thefe reports, I fay, hourly brought to 
her Majefty, and conftantly echoed and re-echoed 
in her ear by thofe calumniators who generally 
fwarm in courts, had now wrought her to the 
higheft pitch, and fhe wanted nothing but the 
Opportunity of taking the moft ample revenge. 

Such was the ftate of the Queenis mii^d, 
when, on the 2 2d of May, I was difpatched by 
her Majefty with a packet to Saverne, which I 
was charged to deUver into the Cardinars own 
hands. I will confefs that my curiofity was 
4lron^ly excited to examine the contents of this 
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paeketi^ concerning which I had fuch pofitiv© 
injundiqns ; but it wa^ wrapped "up fo clofe, 
and bound with filk twift, and fealed every way, 
th^t it would have been impoffible to have fktis-' 
fied myrelf without the greateft hazard of dif- 
covery. I flattered myfelf that the Cardinal 
would, iqi Confidence, have trufted nie with thq 
contents : I was,, howevef deceived— he faid not 
a fyUable that could lead me to conjedure what 
was the purport of that myfterious paper ; but 
the Cardinal's dejeftion, his apparent aixxiety on 
its perufal, clearly demonilrated that it convey- 
ed no plealing intelligence, and were melancho^ 
ly omens., which induced me to augur as my 
fears but too ftrongly perfuadedi 

He uttered a few vague expreffions, inform- 
ing me that he fhould fet off for Paris next day, 
without giving me any reafon for his departure^ 
or what was the intent of his journey. 

He returned to Paris, and wrote to Verfailles ; 
but he gained no admiflion — his abfence had 
given his enemies an opportunity of being bufy 
with his fame. The Queen's refolution was 
firmly fixed; in vain did' he ftrive to weaken 
thofe unfavorable impreflions, which his o\yn 
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Indifcrftions and the machinations of his encw 
mies had rendered indcHble, in vain did he weary 
her with letters replete with remonftrance, 
every argument, every fupplication they con- 
tained, were equally fruitlefs ; they W(5re worfe, 
they did but confirm that refolution they were 
intended to invalidate, and whet that defireof 
revenge which they were meant to deftroy.— — i 
His deftruftion was refolved — fhe did, indeed, 
condefcend to write a line or twoinanfwer, but 
it was only to throw him ofF his guard. Re- 
venge had taught her that degree of diffimula- 
tion which was fubfervient to her purpofe, and 
fhe yet difguifed her real fentiments, and at- 
tempted . to ftifle thefe fparks of refentment 
which were daily kindling in her bofom, till the 
Baron de B^reteuil, the mortal enemy of the Car- 
dinal, blew them into flames which could ;io| 
be extinguiflied. 

The Baron de Breteuil, fupreme head of the po^ 
lice, with fifty thoufand fpies in conflant pay, with 
fifty thoufand eyes fo diftributed, in every quar- 
ter of the metropolis, that nothing could 
cfcape their penetration, had been for a long 
time acquainted with the fecret negociation 
of the necklace, and he treafured it up with 
fecret njalignity, as a corner-ftone whereon to 
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tear the deftruflioii of the Cardmat. He had 
feveral times fent for the jewellers, and interro- 
gated them refpefting the tranfadtion ; thej as 
ofren acquainted the Cardinal, who ftrongly en- 
" joined them to fecrecy, and advifed them to fay^ 
^hat the necklace was fent abroad. 

This part of the drama becomes highly inte- 
refting. The minifter waited with mifchievous 
intent, with malignant impatience, the time 
when the firft payment fhould become due; 
hoping the clamors of the jewellers, in cafe of 
non-payment, which, from the extravagance^ 
and known embarraffments of the Cardinal, he 
had too great reafon to hope would be the cafe, 
would at once unravel this myfterious tranfac- 
tion and entangle the CardinaL 

The Cardinal, deftitute of the means of pay- 
ment within himfelf, looked forward to the 
Queen, to the fulfilling of her private engage- 
ments; he looked forward with the moft 
anxious expeftation— terrified by the Queen's 
averfion, and fufpended between hope and fear 
at one momeat, he was doubtful whether (he 
would fulfil thofe agreements— at another, he 
flattered^ bimfelf fhe would do them honon 
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Apprized of the meafures of ttie Baron de 
Brcteuil, the Cardinal was doubly intent on fe- 
ciiring the Queen's fecret from difcovery ; in- 
deed, his whole conduct relative to this affair 
fufficiently demonftrates his internal conviftion 
that her Majefty had received the necklace, and 
conceived that, in whatever manner fhe might 
thiiik proper to difpofe of it, (he was bound to 
diicharge the obUgation contrafted on her ac- 
count. It appeared too, that her Majefty wzs 
hcrfelf feniiblc of this, from her having given 
the Cardinal thirty thoufand livres to pay the 
jewellers in part of the intereft, which they re- 
fufcd to accept, but as fo much money toward 
the account on the principal, and gave their re- 
ceipt for that purpofe, acknowledging to have 
received the fum of thirty thoufand livres from 
her MaJQfty, on account of the necklace. 

This tranfaiflion -did not efcape the Argus 
eyes of the Baron de Breteuil, who, eager to 
warp everything to his own purpofe, attempteid 
by every art to alarm the jewellers; ^nd, fo 
great was his inveteracy againfl the Cardinal, 
that he forgot the refpe(9: which Was d-iie to the 
Queen. Before be had made any enquiries into 
the tranfaftion, before he had enquired whether 

the 
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the Queen had really impowered the Cardhid 
to purchafe, he boldly afferted that this was an 
impofition, that the Cardinal had deceived them, 
and that their only refouroe was to exhibit their 
complaint in a memorial to her Majefty. 

Alarmed at this declaration, the jewellers no 
longer preferved the fecret, but minutely related 
all the particulars of the tranfaftion, amongft 
which that of the Signature Antoinette de Frofice 
was fingularly ftriking. Pofieffed of every cir- 
cumftance in a mode the mioft authentic, and 
profeffing at once- the honeft indignation of a 
good fubje£t, blended with the higheft degree 
of zeal for her Majefty*s reputation ; afiuming 
this plaufible exterior, to conceal the d^fire of 
private revenge, with ardent impatience the 
Baron hurried away to requeil: a private audi^ftc^ 
with the Queen, where he expatiated largefljr 
upon the information acquired by his vigilance, 
and blazonec\ ftrongly, in colours fuited to hi* 
purpofe, the nature and pernicious confequencca 

of the difcoveries he had made, 

« 

The Queen, taken thus unawares, fofuddenly 
furprized, chafe not to difclofe this circum- 
ftauce to the minifter^ nor wifhed Xo put into 
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Ills pofleflion a clue that would unravel tUofe 
fecrets which it was her intereft to conceal ; at 
the fame time, preffed by the exigence of the 
moment, fhe afFefted furprize and indignation, 
and denied all knowledge of the tranfaftion. 
She was now reduced to a difagreeable dilemma, 
either to expofe herfelf, or facriiice the inno- 
cent. 

She decided upon the latter ; and, as uni- 
formity' of conduct was neceffary, having once 
afted wrong, fhe pcrfifted in error. When the 
jewellers prefented their memorial, on the pe- 
rufal of the very firft line fhe exclaimed, with 
afFefted furprize, ** What do thefe people mean? 
I believe they are parting with their fenfesl^^ 

[ My hufband was now returned from London, 
•^hither he had been, as I before flated, to dif- 
pofe of the jewels, accompanied by the Cheva- 
lier O'Neil ; the particulars of whofe journey 
having been by himfelf related at large in my 
Memoirs, I fhall not introduce them here. 

Towards the beginning of July, probably the 
day after the conference of the Baron.de Bret euil 
with. her Majefly, I remarked to the Cardinal 
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that my houfe was befet with fpies. He replied, 
he was perfuaded his own was in the fame pre- 
dicament, but could not conceive the meaning. 

Alarmed at this iritelligende^ which neither 
of us knew how to account for, I t6ld the Car- 
dinal that I would make it my bufitiefs to fee, 
^J^ie Queeili 

I departed immediately to Ver failles, and had 
the honor of an interview with heir Majefty, to 
M^hom I imparted what had paffed. She gave 
me no.fatisfadloryanfweKs, and confiderlblyin-. 
creafed my fears, by afFefting to divert the con- 
veriatibn to another fubjedV. One thing in par- 
ticular fixed my attention. She alked me whe- 
ther, in the coiirfe of the prefent' feafon, I was 
not accuftomed to, go into the countrv; 
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I was extremely furprized at this queftion, to 
which I replied, that my only defire was to pafs 
near her Majefty all the moments fhe would 
deign to honor me with ; and that I would ne- 
ver abfent myfelf, without receiving her exprefs 
command for that purpofe. 

Vol. I. B b Unable 
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Unable to gain any, fetisfadory. intelligence, 
while every thing wore the appearance of ntyf- 
tcry, I withdrew in a ftate of fextreme agitation. 
I found myfelf fealed for deftfyftion, arid that 
I fhould Ihare Jn the punifliment of the Cardi- 
nal. I imitnediately went to his hotel, and c<)m- 
municated to him, as the author, is the^parti- 
cipant of my calamity, every thing that p^fted. 
He was referved, thoughtful, and dejefted. 

f 
The next day, having been with the jewel- 
lers, whofe fears of lofing their pw^rty, now 
more predominant: than; their promifesof fecrefy 
to the Cardinal, had^ fo far biaficd them, that 
they were evidently in ia. league with the 
minifter, he returned in a violent rage, bitterly 
inveighing againft the Queen, whom he loaded 
with the coarfeft epithets, and reprobated in the 
vileft terms. 

I was not without apprehenfions that he had 
given loofe to his rage before , the jewellers; 
that he had not only made ufe of fome un- 
guarded expreflions, but even difcovered fotoe 
of thofe fecrets which Ihould not have been re- 
Vea^d, and which would only tend to precipi- 
tate 
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tate his downfall, to accelerate kis deftfuftidn. 
What Baflanges afterwards faid4o my hulband, 
convinced me that I was not wrong in my .con- 
jedure. The jewellers had no fecurity but the 
Cardinal's honor, and probably feared that he 
too might deny the receipt of the necklace. 

It is impoffiblc for me to defcribe the confu- 
fion in which every thing was at this junfture ; 
I clearly fprefaw the Cardinal's puhifhipent, 
and in that, in dreadful characters, anticipated 
m.y own. 

* While I was thus harrowed up by the moft 
dlfagreeable refleftions, I received a little box, 
containing three bills on the Caifle d'Efcompte, 
of one thoufand livres each, and one hundred 
louis d'ors in cafh, accompanied with a note in 
her Majefty's own hand-writing, purporting 
that, for particular reafoiis, which fhe would 
communicate at a proper time, and in a proper 
place, fhe defired I would fet out for the coun- 
try, promifing that I (hould hear from her, and 
afllirins: me of her'kindnefs. 
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Unfortunately for me, I had long contracted 
the habit of intrufting the Cardinal with every 
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thing : I accordingly informed hrm of this'.—— • 
He read in the note his immediate difgrace, and 
hurried away to confult that ftar which in- 
fluenced all his anions, Caglioftro ; by hira he 
was fatally biafled, to him he gave up the reins 
of his underftanding, and from him he imbibed 
thofe counfels which have produced fuch a 
dreadful cataftrophe. 

That pro]e<3:or of horofcopes perfuaded the 
Cardinal not to enter into any perfonal nego- 
ciation with the jewellers, which would proba- 
bly have pacified them, as not having any fecu- 
rity but the honor of the Cardinal they were 
under no fmall difquietude, and this 'circum- 
fiance made them more eafily biafled by the 
Baron de Breteuil. rfe /urther prejudiced the 
Cardinal, that, circumftanced as fhe was, the 
Queen would not dare to fpeak about this bufi- 
nefs, but would be obliged fecretly tacompro- 
mife it. He next fusfgefted to him the idea of 

DO 

terrifying me, and by that means inducing me to 
remove" to a place of fecurity, that he might 
make my flight into a foreign country an argu- 
/nent of guilt, and a proof that I had defrauded 
the jewellers and was in pofleflion of the neck- 
lace. 

I need 
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I need not inveigh againft the villainy of this 
impoftqr, againft the blindnefs, the delufion of 
the Cardinal, the circumftances I have juft men- 
tioned fpeak for themfelves. 

The Cardinal, implicitly guided by the coun- 
fels of this calculator of nativities, who pretend- 
ed to have an intimate acquaintance with the 
*ftars, and a perfgdl knowledge of futurity, came 
to my houfe in the evening, and, expreffly as he 
had been tutored by Caglioftro, pretended to 
have made very important difcoverios, informed 
me that the Queen had formed the mpft pialig- 
wnt defigns againft us J^oth, 

Though I had great reafon, from her Ma- 
jefty's note and the prefent fhe fent me, to be- 
lieve that her intentions to me were by no means 
{b inimical as the Cardinal would wifti\o fuggeft, 
yet he labored to terrify me as much as poflible, 
that he might bring me to his lure, and made 
ufe of the moft artful infinuations to complete 
his purpofe, Accuftomed, as I had long been, 
tp be guided, when my fears were wrought up 
fo high as not to fufFer me to attend to the dic- 
tates of prudence, by his counfels, he feized the 
paoment to bear me away ; feeing me fuffioient- 

Bb3 ly 



( 374 ) 

Ij alarmed, he told me, there was but one way 
to fave myfelf, that I was moft inevitably ruined, 
if I and my hiilbgnd did not tajce refuge in his botcL 

Intimidated with what he reprefented, and not 
giying myfelf tipie to think, I hafted tP dfepart, 
and only waited a few minutes to leap^e inftruc- 
tions for my huflband Qti his return homeir-r-— . 
. Accompanied by a trufty female, who at Ver- 
faille$ had frequently been witnefs to the rxiGctT 
}ngs which fhe Cardinal and I fo repeatedly had 
with the. Queen, I blindly confented to be guided 
by the Cardinal's direftipn, and, attended by my 
woman, through bye ways acconapaniedhim'to 
his hotel. 

When my hulband came home Ke perufed my 
note, which defired hini on its receipt to aftend 
at the Boulevards, where He would meet Monf, 
de Carbonniere, who would immediately con? 
<lu6t him to me. 

Surprifed'at the contents, ^nd ignorant of what 
had happened, he repaire4 to the place apppintr 
ed, where he met Monficur de Carbpnniejre, who, 
attended by two heydukes completely armed, 
conduced him myfteriowfly to the Cardinar$ 
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hoteL He' aiked many queftions concerhing 
the meaning of all this, but could get no other 
anfwer than that the Cardinal would give him 
an explanation. 

The moment the Cardinal obferved-^him juft 
entering in the court he excl^med, in mingled 
accents of joy and triumph, *^ Ah ! Heaven be 
praifed ! there i$ nothing more to fear !*' As 
M. de la Motte came up flairs and was running 
towards me to make enquiries concerning what 
had happened, the Cardinal accofted him in 
thefe words : *• All this furprifes you, becaufe 
you are ignorant of every thing — but bejiot un- 
cafy, you are now fi^fe ; I now defy the Queen, 
whom I laugh at, and her whole gang— we 
fhall fee what turn inatters will take. It is late 
^T-go to your reft^ I will fee you to-morrow 
early, and we will talk together on the fub- 
jeft." When he had faid this he retired, fliut-* 
ting all the dpors and taking a>yay all the keys^ 

My hulbaijd furprifed, defired me to explain 
this myftery : I explained every thing, a/id was 
very feverely reproached, ^s I very juftly merit- 
ed, for complying withiidvic? fo palpably abfurd ; 
J>ut this fudd^n compliance, fo detrimental to 
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my intereft, is at le^ft a proof how I was often 
hurried away by that vivacity of temper which 
would not give rae time to think, and proved 
how very little I was calculated for fuch comi. 
plicated intrigues as my enemLes have thought 
proper to charge ine with^ 

The air of fatisfadlion, the accerits of exulta- 
tion, which the Cardinal exprefled at havipgus 
jn his pofl'effion, gave my hulband great reafbn 
to fufpe£t that the Cardinal had fome artifice, 
fome fcheitie in his mind. Juftly fufpicious 
that the Cardinal had no good intent, M. de la 
Motte determined that we fhould both depart as 
foon as it was day. 

We laid down to reft, but, agitated as we 
were, deep did not weigh down our eyelids.-— 
'The whole night was fpent in Ipeaking of our 
embarraflinents, regulating plans for our extri- 
cation, and refledling upon the peculiarity of 
our circumftances. ' ^ ' 

About feven in the morning the Cardinal ap- 
peared : he ftill labored to imprefs us with the 
idea of our dangef, and ftrenuoufly urged it was 
highly neceffary and 'peculiarly fortunate, that 
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■we were removed the prece^Jing night, and had 
taken refuge with hini. ** I believe/' continued 
Ihe, there is a fiifpicion of ^our being here:? 
we fhall fee to-night, and take the neceffary pre- 
cautions for lending you off to Coupvrai. Your 
hbufe and mine have been furrounded all night. 
But you are fafe ; there is nothing to be feared 
here!" 

M. de la Motte, ftill fufpefting the Car- 
dinal of having fome manoeuvre, refolved, if 
poffible, to courlteradt it, and determined not to 
remain there till night. He told the Cardinal, 
ijti a rtfolute ton'e, that*he could not comprehend 
what he meant to fay ; that, not being a party 
concerned, not having had any thing to do with 
his intriguefe with the 'Queen, having nothing 
to reproach himfelf with, he had nothing to 
fear ; defiring, at the fame time, permiffion to 
return td his own houfe, where there were per- 
fons employed in packing up, previous to his 
return into the country, who would ftand in 
need of his diredlions, and his own people, who 
^vould be imeafy at his abfence. 

It wag about this time that all our furniture 
was nearly packed up, and the waggons loaded, 

ready 
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ready to fet out for Bar fur Aubc. This cir- 
cumftance, however, fliewed no great, uneafi- 
nefs under our fituation, as her Majefly had 
exprefsly enjoined us to go into the country, 
and we were to follow our furniture fo much 
the earlier, in compliance with the Queen's 
commands. 

The Cardinal was greatly difappointed at the 
refoliite and determined tone with which my 
hufband addreffed* him, and exerte4 sdl his abi-r 
lities to work him to his purpofe ; but, finding 
his efforts vain, and M. de la Motte unalterably 
determined, ^ Since then," faid he, *^ you wiU 
run to your ruin, I clear my hands of it ; but 
wait at leaft the return of my courier, who will 
bring me news from Vcrfailles.*' The Cardinal 
infilled fo ftrongly upon this, that M, de la 
Motte, thinking it could make no very material 
difference, confented, on condition that he ihould 
write a few lines to his porter^ to make hi? 
people eaiy under his abfence. 
• 

The courier arrived from Verfailles, and the 
Cardinal pretended to give us the intelligence 
he had brought ;, but all his thoughts, words, 
and adions, were ilill guided by Caglioftro, and 

were 
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were moulded into any form that necromantic 
profeffor thought proper they Ihould affume. — 
*^ Well,*' continued the Cardinal, *' all your 
fchemes are now thwarted, I have at this mo- 
jnent certain intelligence that fearch is made ^ 
after you, and that you will be inftantly arretted, 
if yovi go out* You have now pofitively but 
one courfe to take, in which I will diredl your 
proceeding.— I will caufe you tp be conveyed to 
Couvrai, where you will find a carriage that will 
take you toMeaux ; you muft pafs as belonging 
to my retinue, and the poft-mafter will furnifli 
you with horfes* Then crofs over the Rhine, 
and you will arrive at a villagd ii\ Germany, 
where you will fettle yourfelves with a perfon ' 
to whom I (hall recommend you ; there yojn 
may remain unknown, till matters (hall wear a 
more favorable afpeft. I will, however, pro- 
vide you with a pafl^ort, and all neceflary 
letters/' 

u M. de la Motte ih^plied, that though he could 
not fee any reafon pcrfonally to fear, yet, as he 
was ignorant how far my imprudence might 
have engaged me in the unhappy affair into 
which the Cardinal had drawn me, and uncer- 
tain what might be the coafequence, from the 

powerful 
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powerful enemies I had to contend with, he 
was determined not to forfake me, but to ac^ 
company me in my exile, if it was judged abfo- 
lutely neceliary; but that he was previoufly 
determined to fpend fome time at Bar fur Aube, 
to prevent the aftonifliment and noife that would 
' take place upon fo fudden and extraordinary, a 
departure. 

This propofai, of continuing at Bar fur Aube, 
was by no means confonant to . the Cardinal's 
plan, which was, he being pre-determined to 
accufe me, to render every fufpicion as plaufible 
as poffible to fupport the accufation ; for thefe 
'reafons he had perfuaded me to take refuge in 
his hotel, whither I had alfo drawn my huf- 
hand ; for thefe reafons he was anxious for our 
immediately quitting the kingdom. 

The Cardinal remonftrated, and my hufband 
, infifted, till the altercation grew rather warm ; 
and, upon the Count's threatening to jump out 
of the window into the garden, the Cardinal 
was neceffitated to give up the point. ^* You 
are perverfe/* faid he to him, *^ and that per- 
verfenefs will be your ruin. You are fufpicious 
of nothing. Till to-morrow, take time for re- 

flediou ; 



fleflion : this day I will not permit you to go 
out of my houfe : 'tis the very hour that fpies ' 
prowl about. I (hall fee you to-morrow morn- • 
ing ; if you then continue in the fame mind, the 
doors fhall be opened toyou."— Upon the faith of 
this promife, my hulband confented to ftay ano-' 
ther night, and early the next morning the Car-* 
dinal fufFered him to depart, aftei* taking his* 
word of honor that he would not difcover the 
place of my retreat. 

M. de la Motte found every thing at home as' 
it fhould be ; no ftrange face had been feen by 
the porter, nor was the leaft appearance of fpie^ 
to be difcovered in any quarter of the town* 
He went about his bufinefs, and appeared in 
places of the grcatcfl refort, even at the Palais 
Royal ; in fhort, he made himfelf every where 
a$ confpicuous as poffible. He had,' indeed, pro- 
mifed to return in the evening, but having fome 
packages to fend off in the morning, he repaire4 
to the Boulevards at the time appointed, and 
jtold M. de Carbonniere that he could not'abfo- 
lutely attend that evening, but would call next 
day, and fetch me away. He then went home 
to bed'. 
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Early in the morning, as he was in the court- 
yard giving directions to the people that were 
* bafily employed in loading the waggons, Baf- 
fanges appeared at the gate. Seeing the Count, 
he went up to him, and alked him if I was 
ftirring. My hulband told him I was at Ver- 
failles ; at the fame time defiring him to walk 
into the hodfe, where they might converfe more 
conveniently. " I wifh," faid Baflanges, ** to 
impart to your l^y, that I faw the Cardinal 
yefterday, who appeared greatly agitated. I am 
Very much concerned for his difgrace, andjhall 
be forry if M. Bhomer Jhould bring him info 
greater dijlrefs ! His eminence makes complaints 
to us, exclaiming in our prefence againft the 
indignity with which he is treated, * That is 
♦ not the immediate bufinefs between us ! *— 
One day he told us, that we ought to m^ke 
ourfelves eafy, that he had concluded all the 
neceflary arrangements about the payments, 
that it was indeed juft that we fhould be paid, 
and that he would pay us. Then, walkiag 
haftily about the room, he made fome fpeeches 
which Icannot repeat, but concluded by telling 
us, that, ^nce the necklace was denied to him^ he 
might as well deny it too I — That was certainly 
done to create a great deal of uneafmefs among 
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us ; for, as we have no fccurity but his inte- 
grity, were he indeed to deny the receipt of it, 
as he threatened, we have no refourcc but 
from authority. — In this ftate of anxiety I came 
to confult the Countefs, to know from her the. 
Cardinal's ultimate refolution. We do not wifli 
him any injury, and Ihould be very forry for 
the confequences that might enfite from this 
affair. But ** Here he paufed. 

My hufband found it was eafy to anticipate 
his meaning. The jewellers were preffed by 
the Baron de Breteuil, and his agents, to make 
the matter public, from which they were only 
reftrained by the fear of lofing the price of the 
necklace ; and, as they were in pofleffion of no 
written fecurity to prove the purchafe, the 
Cardinal was advifed by Caglioilro to deny even 
the neeociation of the necklace; 

o 

This was the mpft pernicious advice that 
'•could poffibly have been given. Inftead of 
weakening the fecurity, he ought to have 
ftrengthened it ; for, notwithftanding the de- 
rangement of his affairs, yet ftill they knew he 
had many refources, that he had immenfe reve- 
nues, though greatly encumbered j in (hoij, 
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they would have preferred any fettlement, how^ 
ever indifferent, with him, to trufting to. the 
empty promifes of the Baron de Breteuil. 

Towards the clofe of the fame day, my huf- 
band, on his return, told us the cOnverfation 
that had pafied.with Baffanges, in confequence 
of' his COnverfation with the other two parties* 
The Cardinal began to grow warm, and inter- 
rupted the cooirfe of M. de la Motte's narrative^ 
with fuch a torrent of fevere reproaches, which 
he poured down upon the Queen, as could not 
have been deferved even by the mod diffolute of 
the fex. Thev were at once too fhocking for 
delicacy to hear, or decency to repeat* 

It was, without doubt, this unguarded tem- 
per of the Cardinal's, which frequently broke 
out without the leaft reftraint, without vijxy at- 
tention to the parties prefcnt, whether friends 
or foes, that had been induftrioufly conveyed to 
the Queen, together with thofe coarie expref- 
fions that muft have exafperated her to that de- 
gree of .inveteracy, which^ a^ a Queen, (he 
would be eager to revenge, and which, in faft, 
Ihe CQuld not cafily forgive, 

i . Often, 
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When the Cardinal was quite Weary with the 
abufive epithets he had dealt out fo largely 
againft the Queen, he again, incompliance with 
the fcheme of Caglioftro, introduced the conver- 
fation of. our journey to Germany ; myhulband 
confented to ^go, but thought it indifpenfibly 
neceflkry to fpend fome time, previous to his 
journey, at Bar Iwr Aube, left fuch precipitate 
departure fhould be malevolently mifconftrued ; 
and, the better to give color to his journey, he 
would, during the time of his continuance there, 
circulate a report that he intended going ta 
Spa. - 

The Cardinal remonftrated {Wrongly againft 
his continuing even a day at Bar fur Aube, told 
him that his fafety abfolutely required his depar- 
ture, and ftrongly urged his immediate flight, 
and reproved him much for perverfenefs and ob- 
ftinacy. All the Cardinal's rhetoric was, how- 

^ ever, ineffectual ; M. de la Motle was refolutely 
determined— -he fwerved .not an iota from his 
original refolution. Finding him fo firm, the 
Cardinal took up a card, ©n which he marked the 
day of our departure from Paris, calculated the 
time of our progrefs to Bar fur Aube, th^-time 
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of our continuance there, and how long it would 
take us to pafs on to Germany. 

After this arrangement, we took leave of the 
Cardinal, who was ftrongly imprefled«with the 
belief that rny hulband meant to undertake the 
intended journey into Germany; though, in 
fa£t, we neither of us difco^i^red any neceffity 
for fuch a meafure. The whole conduft of the 
Cardinal, his detaining us in his hotel, his ear- 
neft defire for our immediate departure into 
Germany, aU tended to give us ftrong fufpicions 
' that fome extraordinary fcheme was in agita- 
tion, and our ideas were, indeed, but too well 
founded. 

When we left the Cardinal, we went imme- 
diately to Bar fur Aube, where we fpent a fort- 
night without the leaft moleftation. On the 
1 7th of Auguft we paid a vifit to the Duke de 
Penthievre, at»Chateau Vilain : it was the eve 
of that prince's departure. From thence we 
proceeded to Clervaux, where we arrived -in the 

evening, ^It was then that we received the 

firft intelligence of the Cardinal's being in the 

Baftife r we were by no means alarmed-— it was 
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no more than we expefted ; and, had we been 
guilty, or cojnfcious of the leaft criminality, we 
could not have been in a better fituatiori fot 
making our efcape, nor could our fl%ht have 
been fo eafily efFedted : at that time we had all 
our diamonds, a good carriage with four fine 
frefh horfes, and four more that had bro.ught us 
from Chateau Vilain : in Ihort, had we been 
confcious of any degree of guUt, or of being at 
all brought into queftion for fuch a charge as 
was afterwards exhibited, nothing was more 
eafy than that very night to have efcaped out o( 
the kingdom, but we returned home to Bar fur 
Aube. 

Haying received intelligence that the C!ardi-* 
nal was in the Baftile, I employed myfelf near 
two hours in burning all the letters and notes 
which I then recoUefted to have in my poflef- 
(ion, between the Queen and the Cardinal— 
in Ihort, I thought it my duty to remove all 
veftiges of a correfpondence between the Cardi- 
nal and the Queen. I accordingly burnt a very 
large cblleftion of papers : but I had omitted 
fome, which were 'not difcovered by the ex-* 
empts in their fcrutiny-— of thefe I fhall ipeak. 
hereafter. 
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At this moment begins the denoueitiefit of the 
plot praftifing againft me ; at this moment I am 
going to ftrike the feader with horror againft a 
government, which all the univcirfe has Ion 
fuppofed to be renowiled for wifdom and juftice. 
—In the following afl'ertions, fo far from being 
fufpefted of exceeding, I may poffibly be Ccn- 
fured for falling Ihort of the truth. Is it for 
imagination to conceive, is it %r the moft vivid 
colors of defcription to blazon adequately,, the 
horrors of that dreadful Baftile ? I (hudder even 
at the very name of that dungeon of defpair, 
that tomb of broken hearts, where fo many 
miferable viftims have been immured, without 
any accufation, without even being acquainted 
with the nature of their offence, but doomed 
by the arbitrary will of the Sovereign to pine 
away their miferable exiftence, till Death, 
dreadful as he is to others, (balking in the (im- 
Ihine of profperity, and revelling in one conti- 
nued round of falhionable amufements) wears 
here a very different afpeft : here he appears 
like a fmiling angel, a kind deliV^erer, whofe 
approach they anticipate with rapture, whofe 
touch diflblves their fetters.— -Ye horrid towers ! 
dire monuments of defpotifm ! difgrace of hu- 
man 
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man nature, are ye then fallen at laft ? Your 
dungeons have difgorged their vidlims, and, 
thanks to Liberty, ye are levelled in |he duft ! 
Ah innocent prifoner in your gloomy caves, 
thefe eyes have beheld your terrors, the reflec- 
tion of \f hich creates fuch a depreffion of fpirits, 
as nothing can equal but the joy of my heart, 
in contemplating your deftruftion ! 

To this terrible prifon was I conduced at four 
o'clock in the morning, entirely ignorant whi- 
ther I was intended to be conveyed, and fo little 
anticipating the event, that I was dofing in the 
carriage. In the courfe of our journey, the 
voiture was flopped, and queftions alked by 
fome perfon without, to whom the perfbn 
within faid, ^^ Don't you know this voiture ? '* 
^' Oh, yes !'' replied the other. ♦^ Don't ftop 
us, then : we have nobody but a ftate prifoner," 
At this the voiture proceeded.—- Hearing this 
converfation, I awoke : the termination of the 
anfwer roufed all my faculties. '^ What do you 
fay ? " exclaimed I, in a tone of agitated enquiry. 
•* A ftate prifoner ! Alas! then, am I a ftate 
prifoner ?"—" Oh ! no, Madame; no fuch 
thiog!" And thefe people fwore that it w*3 
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not fo. But there is fooie excnfc ; they be- 
longed to the police ; and perjury, and bearing 
falfe witnefs, is no fmall part of their employ- 
ment. Yet did they ufe fuch kind expreffions, 
that, knowing my innocence, I flattered myfelf 
I was deceived.— One of them faid to me, 
'^ Madame, I wifli y/e were arrived at. my 
houfe, where I could accommodate you with a 
bath and abed; for, as it isfiow,*' continued 
he, ** fo very early, I'm afraid we (hall not be 
able to get an interview wij:h the Baron de Bre- 
teuil, who has given me orders, if we arrived 
too early, to conduct you to my houfe, and to 
wait upon him about eleven ; therefore be com- 
pofed, and try to fleep a little.-' All this time 
I remained upon my feat, till, foon after, they 
all defired me to conceal myfelf in the bottom 
of the voiture : this was when we arrived at 
the gate of St. Antoine, where they endeavored 
as niuch as poffible to place themfelves in fiich 
diredion before me, that I might neither be feen 
by any one, nor obferve the turning of the 
Baftile. Finding myfelf rather warm, " Let 
me fee ! " faid I. I looked out, and difcovered 
the Baftile. " How ! " exclaimed I, with agi- 
tated furprize ; '* is it to the Baftile, then, that 
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I am going ? ' Oh ! you are all -impoftojs ! **— » 
They endeavored to pacify me, and begged mc 
to make no diilufbance; told me, that they 
w^ere not their own matters ; that they had re- 
ceived thefe orders, but they aflured me that 
they were abfolut€;ly ignorant qf the motive for 
which I was carried to the Baftile, and that they 
were perfuaded that in a very few days I fhould 
be liberated. 

By this time we arrived at the firft bridge, 
leading to the Governor's houfe. The poftillion 
Jcnocked, and ©lany invalids came out. The 
poft-chaife belonging to the p9lice advanced to 
the Governor's door, who came out himfelf in 
a robe de chambre to the carriage, to give me 
his hand, begging me at the fame time to ex- 
cufe his dilhabille. He then conduced me into 
^ large hall. Soon afterwards the King's Lieu- 
tenant arrived (of whonx I fhall hereafter have 
oGcafion to fpeak frequently) with a large book 
• in his hand, wherein he entered the date of my 
arrival, and afterwards prefented it to me to 
lign my nanje, which I complied with. During 
this ceremony, which only occupied a few mi- 
putes, the Governor, with the Exempts of the 
Cc 4 Police, 
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Police, was in the court, where, they were giv- 
ing him an accountx)f every circumftance which 
occurred in the execution of their orders. 'This 
done, the Governor retvirned, and alked me if 
I would take any refrelhment, adding, " Wc 
fhall take great care of you, Madame.'*\ I then 
afked him into which apartment I fliould go, to 
receive the Baron de Breteuil, at the fame time 
telling him I hoped he would come at eleven, 
as the Exempts had informed me. " Oh I there 
is not the leaft doubt of it, Madame," replied 
the Governor. He then called Saint Jean, the 
turnkey, to whom he gave my papers, to place 
them, las 1 have fince heard, in the archives ; 
after which the Governor defired -the King's 
Lieutenant to condu6l me into my apartment. 
Some little converfation paffed, relative to the 
place of my deftination, of which the Lieute- 
nant feemed uncertain. ^' Oh !" faid the Go- 
vernor, '' La Comtee is the beft; it is very 
light.*' He then put me into the hands of the 
King's Lieutenant, whofe arm I took, perfuaded 
that I fhould be fhewn into fome other apart- 
ment, and for a; far different purpofe. As I 
went along, I faw fome foldiers (invalids) co- 
vered with blue cloaks, large hoods over their . 

heads 
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lieads, with long bands hanging down and clofed 
before. As I paffed before naany, I was not a 
little furprifed to fee 'them turn their backs to- 
wards me, it being the cuftom, when any pri- 
fbner arrives, to turn themfelves round, fearing 
left any fhould take too much notice. I began 
to laugh, with tr^e Lieuten^t, at the novelty 
of this, particularjly at fuch gr&tefque figures, 
thus clad ift-teafquerade. 

Since this period, I have been informed that 
thefe good old invalids have fpoke much con- 
cerning my behaviour, and have, among other 
things, obferved to Saint Jean, my turnkey, 
that they had never before feen a prifoner who 
appeared fo indifferent ; that they had heard me 
laugh, which had excited their curiofity ; and 
that they had obferved me particularly, without 
my perceiving it.— I cannot fay that any thing, 
except the paflage of this bridge, and the odious 
great gate, put me into any kind of terror ; per- 
haps there never was a prifoner who viewed 
even thefe with fo much indifference. 

We paffed oh till we arrived at the court, 
whofe ftair-cafe led U> the tower of La Comtee. 
J paffed on with as much vivacity as if I had 

been 
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been entering a drawing-room ; for I was atf 
this time fo lively, and had fuch an incredible 
flow of fpirits, that thefe places, fo horrid to 
others, did not in the leaft afFeft me.—- -How 
great is the power of innocence, which can, 
with a fteady eye, behold all the gloomy man- 
fions of punifhment, and the terrific engines of 
torture, with a gaiety that nothing but itfelf 
can infpire. Supported by this, I can with 
truth affert, that, while traverfing this dreary- 
cave of defpair, I had not one gloomy, ohq 
defponding idea. 

We now prepared to mount the ftair-cafe, 
Obferving that the Lieutenant fpoke very foftly 
as we afcended, I did not follow his example, 
but, on the contrary, fpoke in a louder and 
more confident tone, I * knew nothing of the 
regulations of this prifon, and I cared but little 
about them ; I had, indeed, but a very imper- 
fc6l idea of the nature of this Baftile, and er-r 
roneoufly imagined that the Cardinal muft cer-r 
tainly be confined in this tower ; and what 
made me fo^ftrongly conceive that this muft be 
certainly the cafe, was that myfterious beha- 
viour of the Lieutenant, and the filence which 
he eajoined me to obferve* 

*^Oh!'' 
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*^ Oh r* exclaimed I, " is this the way, Mr, 
Lieutenant ? This flair-cafe is extremely narrow.** 
I afeended, fpeaking very loud, with the inten- 
tion of making myfelf heard by the Cardinal if 
he Ihould chance to be there. The Lieutenant 
made no anfwer to my ^(^^eftions, and faid little 
or nothing during our paffage, till we arrived at 
the "^apartment deftined for my reception, all the 
gates of which were very large and open^— — 
St. Jean, who was to be my turnkey, attended 
jne thither. 

Struck -with fuch a difmal change of fituation, 
fo very different from what I had ever been 
accuftomed* to, I could not help expreffing my 
diffatisfaftion to the Lieutenant. * ' If this is the 
place,'* faid I, ** which the Governor pleafesto 
call my apartment, to be fure, I am greatly 
obliged to him?' I then went to look at the 
bed, which was, indeed, a wrejehed one ; told 
him, that it would be impoffiblafor me to fleep 
in a bed fo miferable as that, and demanded if he 
could not accommodate me with one as good as 
the Cardinal's*.^ He replied, very politely , that 
he did not really comprehend my meaning. 
It muft be remarked, that, in thefe cells of de- 
folation, every thing wears the appearance^ of 
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myftery. Nothing could be more dangerous to 
thofc who meant to opprefs, than difcovery of 
the truth. Fear is the pillar of defpotifin, which , 
viewed through the medium of myfterj, appears 
a mafly column, but, examined by the eye of 
reafon, is but a flight prop, juft fupporting a mu- 
tilated ftrufture, every moment threatening its 
fall. The agents of tyranny, to be fuccefsful, 
are* obliged to be fecret, and it was a regulation 
in the Baftile^ that no account fhould be given 
of any of the prifoners there confined, neither 
of their names, accufers, or the nature of their 
offence ; they are cut off from all communica- 
tion—but a particular fecrecy is obferved con- 
cerning thofe who are unfortunately imprifoned 
for the fame offence. 

My difapprobation of the bed was attended 
, with a favorable alteration, and the turnkey fub- 
ftituted, for jtj^at which I had great reafon to 
complain of, aru excellent .feather-bed, with fine 
Iheets and curtains. Thus accommodated, and 
extremely fatigued, I attempted to get fbme reft ; 
but I was fcarce in jmy bed when the Lieute- 
nant, with my turnkey and another arrived, 
who were certainly at the gate, which they had 
not fhut, perhaps not wifliing to terrify me, by 
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the dreadful rattling of thofe mafly bolts. ^ The 
two turnkeys then took my cloaths and my 
pockets, outi of which they took all the con- 
tents, confifting of feveral Uttlc articles, parti- 
cularly a gold etwee fet with pearl, another of 
tortoife-fhell, a fmall ivory box ornamented with 
gold, having on its lid a fmall miniature, with a 
gold rim, containing a fmall mirror and fome 
rouge, an Englifli pocket-book, bought of Mr. 
Gray, a knife with a tortoife-fhell handle and 
gold blade, my purfe,, containing eighteen louis 
and .about nineteen livres, a gold repeating 
watch with a diamond chain, which I purchafed 
of one Franks, a Jew. Thefe articles, with 
feveral others, they took out of my pocket. 

Indignant at fuch humiliating treatment I 
could not patiently endure, I remonftrated with 
fome afperity, and threatened to inform the 
Baron de Breteuil, whom I was imple enough 
to believe I (hould fee. They w»e, however, 
regardlefs of my threats, and, having executed 
their orders,^ departed through thofe dreadful 
, doors, which, with their horrid bolts, w^re 
clofed upon me, and the found pierced my very 
foul. Thus circumflanced, my fituation may be 
better conceived than defcribed, yet was I not 
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now diftreffed by thofe fearful imaginations 
which afterwards tormented me* My prefent 
fituation was, indeed, inconvenient ; but I yet 
confoled myfelf with the hope that I Ihould fee 
the Baron de Breteuil, when I fhould beimme-* 
diately releafed from confinement. 

About eight, my turnkey came, to the door : 
I fpoke to him, but he paid me no attention, and 
departed without faying a word. I rofc to ex^ 
amine this difmal habitation, and traverfed the 
chamber, in every diredion, backwards and for- 
wards : there was nothing ; no furniture but 
the bare walls, no cabinet, no accommodation, 
nothing but a ftove and fmallchimney. I open- 
ed the window, to fee if I could difcover any 
body, or make myfelf fufEciently confpicuous 
for any body to fee me. I climbed up to the 
higheftpart of the" window, holding my face 
clofe to the j^ars, but could difcover nothing ; 
as for people,, it was impoflible to diftinguilh 
"them. 

While I was thus, ruminating upon the hor- 
rors of my fituation, about nine o'clock I heard a 
knocking on the ceiling of the apartment below z 
J liftened attentively— it began again, and, as if 

to 
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to gaiit my attention, I heard five diftiniSl knocks^ 
afterwhich it ceafed. My heart palpitated—'* Is it 
not the Cardinal ?*' thought I. ^' Oh yes, it 
muft certainly be him !" I then employed my- 
felf upon what it might moan : " Five ftrokes,'* 
thought I, " Signifies the Queen — he is furely 
informing me, that his correfpondence has been 
difcovered. I fat myfelf down on the ground, 
that I might hear more attentively; the knocking 
re-commenced and was more frequent : I ima- 
gined it Was really as I thought, and I anfwer- 
ed after my own way, thinking that I under- .. 
flood and could make myfelf intelligible, and 
believed that this knocking was meant, where 
words could not be conveyed, to fupply the 
want of converfation. I thought I underftood 
every thing better than I (liquid be abletona^kc 
myfelf underftood, and was greatly pleafed in 
the perfuafion that this was certainly the Cardi- 
nal. 

Soon after the turnkey returned, to' enquiry 
what I wilhed to have for my breakfaft ?— 
that Monfieur, the Governor, made me the offer 
of fome excellent broth. I accepted this prof- 
fer, and, when my breakfaft was brought, I 
defired the turnkey to entreat the Governor not 
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to forget me with the Barori de Bretduil, ac- 
cording as I had been promifed, and to remuid 
him that it was then near eleven o'clock. 

As foon as the turnkey departed, the knock- 
ing recommenced. I laid my breakfaft down on 
the floor to anfwer, but, about a moment after, 
I heard St. Jean open the door of the chamber, 
which I fuppofed to be that of the Cardinal. 

About noon the Lieutenant came to fetch me# 
He politely defired me to put on my calafh. I 
complied immediately, and being prepared, I 
begged the favor of him to go before, and fhew 
me the way. My intention was, if poflible, to 
' get the Lieutenant to defcend at fome diftance, 
while I flopped at Ifhe Cardinal's door, which I 
did. " i\re you the Cardinal?" faid I, in a 
low tone. When I came before the door, I 
made a noife : the Lieutenant flopped, as if he 
heard me^ *' This is a very difagreeable flair- 
cafe," faid I to the Lieutenant ; but I could not 
fatisfy niy curiofity. I was then conduced to 
the Sal du Confeil, at the bottom of the court, 
where are the fix towers. I , found there, in- 
ftead of Breteuil, Monfieur de Crome, Lieute- 
nant of the Police, in large black robes, and the 
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Commiflary Chenon. After a. complimentdry 
introduftion, he alked me, ** if we might pro- 
ceed to bufijiefs." I anfwered in the affirmative, 
remarking my aftonifhment at not feeing the 
Baron de Breteuil. . " Hq is very much indif- 
pofed with the gout," replied he. My papers 
were then ordered to be brought; " Before I 
proceed, I muft aflure you that I im charged to 
read attentively every thing which thefe papers 
contain." He thenr proceeded to examine the 
papers, and looked over the letters one after the 
other, as they came to hand. They feemed to 
paufe at one, whofe writing was remarjkably 
fine.. Monfieur de Crone made the Commiflary 
take notice of it. " Oh, no! this is not the 
fame writing," faid the Commiflary to Monfie^ir 
de Crone. '* Which writing are you fpeaking 
of?" replied I. " Nothing, nothing, Madame." 
** But, perhaps, gentlemen, I fliall be able to 
fet you right." They would not, however, per- 
mit me to» explain, nor fufFer me to interfere at 
all in the bufinefs. 

This firfl: examination lafted thi:ee hours. In 
the afternoon we began again, and continued till 
one in the morning* That fame evening, M. 
de Crone faid to me, M I beg you, Madame, tq 
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raife your hand before this Chrift : I have que£^ 
tions to put, which I beg you' to anfwer mc 
with truth and fincerity." I complied, and pre- 
pared myfelf to anfwer. " You are accufed. 
Madam, of having gone abroad with a dia- 
mond necklace, which you have illegally appro- 
priated to your own ufe.'* 

M. de Crone could fcarce refrain from fmil- 
ing : for my part, naturally inclined to laughter,, 
this commencement, fo extremely ridiculotis, 
hiade me abfolutely burft into a loud fit • *^ Arid 
pray, Monfieur de Crone, who are thefe fimple 
people who have accufed me thus ? *' I urged 
him to give an explaiiation, and in the meaa 
time regarded him attentively. \^ It is the Car- 
dinal de Rohan, Madam, who has faid this.'* 
I yet could not help fmiling, as I could never 
fufpe<Sl that the Cardinal had uttered any thing 
fo palpably incoherent. * * Oh ! my good Monfieur 
de Crone, I fear you are a wicked Motitpn ! " — 
It is neceffary to obferve, that the police of Paris 
is compofed of monfters of every defcription, 
who, for money, will metamorphofe themfelves 
into any fhape, and ufe deceptions of every kind. 
That clafs which goes under the denomination 
of Moutons are allowed a crown a day : thefc 
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"beafts of prey are let loofe from their fecret ca- 
-verns, to exercife their funftions upon fomc 
perfon who is either aftually confined, or fuf- 
pe£led by the Police to be guilty of fbrae crime 
which they will not confefs, and whopa they 
have not fufficient evidence to convift. It is 
here that thefe Moutons exert their talents ; 
here they prove their adroitnefs, in worming 
out of the viftim they affail, fufficient materials, 
which, by the induftry of thefe fpiders, is wove 
into a web to entangle ; or, if that is not fuffi- 
cient, perjury comes to affift them : they fwear 
to what they have never heard ; in Ihort, aU 
their bufinefs is to accufe ; and to fuch wretched 
fubterfuges is Defpotifm obliged to have re- 
courfe, that they take the mere aflertions of 
thefe wretches for fubftantial proof. I know 
^ot how to convey a better idea of their office, 
to an Enghfh reader, than to compare them to 
aji informer upon the breach of penal flatutes, 
ox an Bnglifli.Excifeman, though the latter 
%vould certainly, in a great degree, fuffer by 
the comparifon. * 

Thefe Moutpns advance gradually from one 
jftep to another, till they are fuppofed to have 
difcovered the commiffioa of flagrant crimes. 
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When poflTcffed of fufficient materials, they then 
pofitively charge the party with murder or rob- 
bery, or confpiracy againft the ftate, according 
as the accufation ftands, or the Police wifhcs to 
believe. Upon this foundation is reared the 
materials for the adcufation, which rifes rapidly, 
and produces in efFeft the deftruftioft of the. pri- 
foner* 

It will eafily ht feen that this term, Mouton^, 
is an ironical appellation, a term given for all 
thofe qualities in which they are notorioufly de-^ 
ficient. When thefe gentlemen have faithfully 
fulfilled their duty in the fubordinate capacity" 
of Moutons, they are then promoted to the 
rank of fpies, where they ftill aflume the ap- 
pearance beft adapted to their purpofes, and 
avail themfelves of fonie very fair and plaufible 
pretext to etiter your houfe^ as venders of poul- 
try, or fomething fimilaf ; they then approach 
even into your very kitchen, they fee every 
thing in the twinkling of an eye, they hear 
every thing, nothing efcapes their notice, and 
they glean every thing they can, either from 
the fervants of the. family, or any difafFe£ted 
perfon, coUefting the fufpicions of malevolence, 
which they fafliion to the appearance of truth. 

It 
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It is i3L compliment due to Monfieur de Crone, 
that he was but a veiy young Lieutenant of the 
Police, and not fuch an adept in his office as his 
predeeeflbr^ Monfieur de Noir, whofe^ ingenuity- 
would have given this matter a far different di^ 
reftion, by putting queftions calculated more to 
puzzle and perplex, -and either tending to elicit 
a confeffion, or engaging me at Icaft to make a 
ftrong and definitive anfwer.— I apologize for 
this digreflion, which I thought neceflkry , in 
defining a clafs of men which the- free govern- 
ment of England has. rendered unneceilary, and 
return to M de Crone. 

That gentleman proceeded in his interroga- 
tories, and added, ** that I had been commif- 
fioned to make a purchafe for the Queen, and 
that, after the purchafe was completed, inftead 
of deUvering it to her Majefty, which I had en- 
gaged to do, I had abfconded with the article 
into a foreign country." I was fo ftruck with 
this charge, that I was unable to anfwfer to fb 
great an abfurdity ; and fuch was my natural 
impetuofity of temper, that i could ill brook a 
charge like this, fo alarming to fenfibility. At 
that moment I was going to make a difcovery 
of every cifcumftance, every.tranlkdion, rela^ 
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tivc to that fatal bufincfs ; but the politenefs of 
M. dc Crone, and the delicate terms he adopted 
to make me comprehend the caufc of my com- 
mitment, tended in fpme meafure to compofe 
my agitated fpirits, and to enable me to make 
futh anfwers as the impulfe of the moment, and 
the circumftances of the charge, feemed to dic- 
tate, " What abfurditics ! what ridiculous fup- 
pofitions ! How, Sir, if I am really acculed of 
fuch an odious crime, how is it that I fhouH be 
found in my own houfe at Bar fur Aube, with- 
out having removed cither my own or my huf- 
band*s jewels ? Why have they not made the 
ftrideft fearch, to difcover whether or no the 
necklace was in my poflcflion ? Had they done 
this, at that time, there could have remained no 
doubt, and your queftion would have been to- 
tally futile/' — I begged M. de Crone to fend to 
my houfe at Bar fur Aube, that they might fcru- 
tihize more narrowly. He applauded my re- 
queft, and I conjeftured, from his manner, that 
all tliefe ridiculous queftions were arranged and 
fettled by the Baron de Breteuil. It is a juftice 
due to M, He Crone, and I wifh to record it, as- 
my enemies have aflerted it is not in my. power 
to fpeak -well of* any one, that M. de Grone 
behaved to me with the utmoft politenefs and 
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attention, during the three dajts of our boafinefe 
together. 

On the 24th5 the Commiffary Chenon came ' 
into my chamber alone, at ten o'clock in thje 
morning, with a handful of papers, quite out 
of breath. After having pafled fome hafty cona- 
pliments, the turnkey brought a table for him 
to Write upon, and gave me, for myfelf, paper, 
pen and ink. He drew up fome other queftion,s 
in writingi^ nearly the fame as thofe which had 
been formerly put by M. de Crone, relative to 
the necklace, *' How my hufband and I came 
by fuch and fuch diamonds ? " My firft anfwer 
was, that he might fend to Bar fur Aube, and 
enquire. He begged me to pardon him, pro- 
ceeded in writing very faft, and about an ho\;r 
afterwards gabbled over fomething I fcarce un- 
derftood, which he begged me .to fign. I com- 
plied, and I believe I (hould almoft have figned 
my own death-warrant, taget rid of the perfe- 
cution of this tedious old man, who made hini- 
felf extremely difagreeable and troublefome.— 
For the fpace of a week I was plagued with one 
or two vilits a day from this officious man. 
** I know, very well,'* faid he, in hij laft vifit, 
>* that you have received a prefent of diamonds 
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from the Queen. Was I in your fituation, I 
would fay that they were given me by the Car- 
dinal; that will fave the trouble of all the qucf- 
tions whidi I am fent to put to you. You 
know that the Baron deBreteuil is your friend." 
As I am not naturally of a fufpicious temper, I 
was very communicative to this wretch, who 
appeared entirely converfant in every thing that 
paffed : I gave him an account of every thing, 
even to the very diamond which the Queen had 
given to Mademoifelle Dorvat. It was this cun- 
ning diflembler who made me fign thofe odious 
things which I was fuppofed to have faid my- 
felf, and which were fo deteftable, that when 
they were read by his Majeftyj he fpit upon 
them, fayiiig, *^ Fie! oh, fie, upon the filthy 
creature ! " 

Such was his Majefty's expreffion ; and it is 
paft a doubt that this mercenary hireling had 
been bribed by my enemies, to render me the 
object of rojral difguft. 

This nian engaged me to write every circurh- 
ftance that pafled, as he faid, for the inlpedlion 
of the Lieutenant of the Police, and the Baron 
de Breteuil. I believed him fincere, and under 
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that impreffion I gave him my confidence, at 
the fame time defiring him to communicate to 
the Baron de Breteuil that I had received his 
letter at Bar fur Aube ; obferving to the Com- 
miflary, that this letter had/direfted me to abide 
by, and informed me, that I could not fwerve 
from my original declaration ; that I could not 
change any more in faying that I had received 
the necklace from the Cardinal. I remonftrated 
ftrongly againft this, and contended, that, if I 
fhould make this affertion, they would have 
immediately afked me, what was become of the 
necklace ? of which when I was not able to give 
a fatisfaftory account, they would inftantly 
judge that this was an evafion ; but, on the other 
hand, as the Car4inal knew very well how the 
<^een had difpofed of the necklace, her caufe 
would become much clearer in naming thofe to 
^ whom (he had given it ; other wife it would be 
underftood that the Queen and myfelf were in a 
combination to deceive the Cardinal, 

This man, however, would not fwerve : 

he ftill perfifted obftinately in his opinion, and, 

•to all my rational remonftrances, replied, with 

all the peevifhnefs of age, " It is the Baron de 

Breteuil then, Madam, if you will force me to 
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divulge It, who has devifed thefe means, that the 
Queen may not be expofed and brought to 
queftion." ** And what will become of nae ? 
Will it not be received then, that I havedeceived 
the Cardinal ?** " Noj Madam, by no rnean^. 
He, indeed, may lay every thing to your charge ; 
but, make yourfelf eafy : w^ fliall takq care to 
faddle him with every thing/* He then mad^ 
ufe of every argument to exafperate mc againft 
the Cardinal. *' Only think what amoniler he 
muft be," continued he, ** to charge you with 
having abfconded with the necklace ! It is in\- 
poffible for you to criminate him too muchu 
You may retaliate fairly, without the ieaft ap^ 
prehenfion that he will have the prefumpfcioa 
now to» flatter himfelf he can have an interview 
with the Queen. Writ^ then every 'circum^ 
ftance,, every tittle relative to this affair, and put 
it into .my hands." ^ 

This man, like many others Ikilledinthe ar^ 
of diflimulation, could fom«times afliime the 
femblance of truth when he was totally defi- 
cient in the fubftance. Could I at that time 
imagine that a man could be a villain where he 
Tiad no intcreft to be fo ? that he could have 
lured into his tbUs one who had never diMie him 
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any injury? But, perhaps, I wrong the Com- 
miffat-y Chenon, He was fubfervient to higher 
poweraf. I know not the weight of this exte«- 
nuation-— if it is an exciife, let him jplead it to 
his (>wil cDnfcience. / . 

I accordingly cortiplied with his fcqueft*— - 
This man had dbne tytty thing in his power tO; 
cxafperateme againfl: the Cardinal, whom, from 
the very nature ^{ his accufation, I was, indeed, 
bound to regard, lefs^ much lefs, than I did ; 
nor had he any reafon to expeft that I fhould 
atteriipt^ in the manner I did^ to ward the bio W 
that was leVelledaf his hegd^ which, by fuchin- 
terpofition, only glanced att him^ but cruflied 
me to atoms* 

When I was interrogated by Cbfiubn^ the 
queftions were plit in fuch fihgular artd coitt- 
plicated terms that I fcarce knew What to jn- 
fwcr^ and* the interrogatdries were previoufly 
framed, to extract fuch anfwer^ a« might be eafi- 
ly tnoulded to the virulent purpofes of that party 
to which they were calculated to be fubfer- 
vient ; add to^this^ that tny replies -were mide 
in a ftate of agitatioii* I could not yet believe^ 
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feriouf\y, that the Cardinal had made fuch a 
monftrous accufatioii : " All this," thought I, 
" may be a trap to deceive me, and make me 
ihftrumental in facrificing the Cardinal to the 
Queen's refentment. If he has, indeed, thus 
traduced me by this horrid charge, as guilt is not 
always endowed with confidence ^ he furely will 
not dare to look me in the face." 

I was nine days without feeing the Commif- 
fery. During that time I was quite fpiritlefs, 
fetigued with* walking to and fro in my cham- 
ber, my mind was difturbed, and my ideas, 
rifing in a melancholy fucceffion, ftill exhibited, 
in different views, the horrors of my wretched 
and comfortlefs exiftence ; for want of air, for 
want of exercife, deprived of that pleafing variety 
fb eflential to hiealth, my^ countenance wore the 
fallow hue of languor, and my eyes were 
dimmed with weary watching, and hope pro- 
traded to defpair. The turnkey, obfej-ving my 
fituation, communicated it to the Governor, 
who came to vifit me, aind, finding me fufficiently 
calm, propofed niy taking a walk on the tower, 
and continued with me a Ihort time previous to 
our walk with the oldMajor. 

After 
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After dinner we afcended the tower. At 
that time there had been a- flight fhower, which 
made the ftones upon whicih we walked very 
flippery. I held by the arms of thefe two gen- 
tlemen, and we proceeded fome paces from my 
tower. I obferved the print of a foot at a fmall 
diftance from that part of the pavement upon 
which we walked, and a circular board of wood 
pointed red. At fight of this I recoiled with 
horror : the Governor viewed me with furprife. 
^' Oh no!'' replied I, "I will walk no fur- 
ther ;" keeping my eyes fixed at the fame time 
upon the place which had fo terrified me.— - 
*^ Certamly," faid the Governor, addreffing 
Jtiimfelf to the Major, *^ Madame, believes this 
circle to be the place of the dungeons, for I 
know that fuch a notion prevails abroad, and 
people are enquiring almoft every day, if it is 
really true that there are fuch things in the 
Baftile? To convince you, however, Madame," 
laid the Governor, *' we will go and lift up the^ 
door ; but, to calm your apprehenfion, I give 
you my honor, Madame, that this hole, the 
gate of which leads into the court on the fame 
fide with your den, is for the purpofe of raifing 
ftones to repair the building.'* 
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^ The Governor and the Major then proceeded 
to gratify my curiafity. They, with all their 
ftrength united,, were not e^p^ble to raife the lid ; 
which, befides being very thick iind heavy, from 
not having been, fqr a long tkoe, opened, the 
dirt had made it ftick very faft. They, called 
one of the invalids, by whofe additional aiEftance 
they efFe£led their purpofe. My prejudice was 
effeftually cured, and I then found that the 
Governor h94 told pfje the truth, I waJked on 
with confident compofure, unterrified by the 
leaft fear . of dungeons ; but the word created 
fome very difagreeable refle.£Uons^ which, accord- 
ing to my general way of ipeaking every thing I 
thought, I did not endeavor to fupprefs. After 
infinuating to the Governor that 1 was perfuaded 
hje detained a great number of unfortunate crea- 
tures in chains, and that many of them were 
doomed thither for their hves— and the popular 
opinion is by no means unjuft, for, if thefbpri- 
iQjaers are fuddenly apprehended and carried off, 
]^y the emiflaries of the police ; when their fa- 
Kiilies are ignorant where tl^y aire detained, they 
©aay be faid to be in dungeon ; while they re- 
main in total oblivipn, it ihay be very truly be- 
lieved that there are dungeons in the Baikile. 
The Governor pretended that no perfon ever 
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died there, but this aflertion was more than. I 
chofe to credit. He told me, that every prifoner 
was detaiaed there either by order of theiiPTek- • 
tions or the ftate, but that thefe remained here 
only a fmall number of yearsi 

• Having proceeded thus far in giving fbme 
account of what happened in the Baftile, it may 
not, perhaps^ be unfatisfa£tory to give fbme 
account of many other little incidents which 
occurred at my firft entrance into that abode oT 
horrors, which has now difgorged its vidims, 
who, thanks to liberty, have burft their cear- 
ments, and again reviiit the ghearful light of day^ 
During my refidence in this houfe of woe, I 
fcruple not to relate thofe minuter incidents, 
which, however .they may be cenfured*by the 
aufterity of c'riticilrn, may, probably, afford en- 
tertainment to thofe who read more to gratifjr 
curiofity.than to hunt for blemiflies, in that me- 
lancholy catalogue of misfortunes which com^ 
pofe the life of a female, too much agitated to 
attdad to the propriety of diftion, or to weigh 
the importance of the occurrences fhe relates, 
and apply them according to the difpofition of hdr 
readers. She wifhes not to form a tale, which 
the Jearned abne would approve; but, to' 
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fuggeft that fhe is writing her life, which muft 
naturally be conceived to be compofed of noinu-' 
teri as well as incidents of fuperior magnitude : 
were Ihe to confine herfelf to the latter, (he. 
might render her narrative more interefting— ^ 
but, by fuppreffing the latter, her truth would 
be fufpefted. To thofe candid readers who con- 
fider the peculiar circumftances, the diftreffing 
» fituation of the authorefs, fhe addreffes thefe 
minute occurrences of her comfortlefs exigence 
— to thefe fhe appeals™ to thefe fhe Ufts Her 
votce— -for thefe fhe guides her pen, and deli- 
neates the features of her life. 

Upon my arrival in the Baflile, my food was 
brought me in pewter plates ; thefe I rejefted 
and left untouched in the place where I found 
them. When the turnkey came to take away, 
he feemed a little furprifed, and, after paufing 
fome time : " So then," faid he, in a rude man- 
ner, *'you don't chufc to eat, it feems." 

" No,'* replied I : "I don't chufe to eat. 
I defire to know if you ferve the Cardinal ia 
pewter ? Inform the Governor that the Valois 
areas nice, and entitled to equal refpeft with 
the Rohans." At this the turnkey remairied 
^iftonifhed. He Jpoked at me refpeclfully, arid 
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xtifwered me by folemnly protefting, that he 
was ignorant who I was ; at the fame time beg- 
ging my pardon. He thien departed, and returned 
in a moment >yith a better dinner, ferved in very 
beautiful dirties with filver covers. After this 
time I had no reafon to complain of their inat- 
tention, being furniflied with every thing the 
moment it was alked fon 

But, i>otwithftahding thefe advantages of 
good nouriftiment, I could not forget that I was 
a prifoncr. This idea ever prefenteditfelf to my 
imagination, which I tried unluccefsfuUy a thou- 
. fand projeds to divert ; but I need not infult the 
uiiderftanding of the Englifli by any eulogiuni 
upon that invaluable bleffing fo emphatically 
theirs, a bleffing whofeValue I could only reckon 
by its lofs. In vain did I attempt to amufe 
my diftrafted ideas ; my brain was raging— 
I attempted to write ; my thoughts crouded 
upon each other in wild incoharency. I dropt 
my pen, and climbed up to the window,— it 
was all in vain. I conceived that by means of a 
knife I might make an opening through the 
floor. It is not the cuftom to fuiFcr the prifon- 
ers to have. knives ; but my keeper, at my re- 
queft, lent me his^ which was, indeed, a mon- 
Voi.. I. E e ftruous 
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^roMi one, tliat might almoft be called a fabrCf 
to which its length^ and breadth wore almoft 
equal, but the ftronger I thought the better 
adapted to my purpofe^ I attempted, bym^ana 
of this knife, to raife the fquares from comer to 
corner ; but, in this effort, I found fb many ob- 
ftacles, that, quite out of humor, I gave up the 
undertaking, * which would, at leaft, tend to 
amufe me, and, if I could open the flightcft 
communication below, I tnight derive * fomc 
advantage from converfing with the prifoner 
underneath, whom my ideas itiU ihaped for the 
Cardinal* 

About an houf evefy day I generally walked 
upon the tower, attended by the Governor, who 
behaved very politely.— -Returning one day, 
when he was juft going to depart, 1 held 'the 
iirft door in my hand, pkced myfelf againft him, 
«id told himy with a fmilc, that I would not 
fufFer him to ihut that door. ** Is not one door 
enough to be fliut upon me?*^ continued L 
After fome flight objeftions, he pditely anfwer- 
ed, *^ The ladies muft be obeyed," and from 
that time I had the gate within my chamber 
left open. Between thefe two doors were three 
fteps* 
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1 now Imagined that I fhould be able to hear 
Very thing that paffed more diftinftly, and im-^ 
mediately after the departure of the Governor^ 
proceeded tacxamine this additional extent I had 
acquired. When I had well examined th-c door, 
I tried to fcrape away fomc pieces, to make an 
opening, but I could difcover nothing. I then 
laid myfelf down, and difcovered under my door, 
very diftinftly^ the windows at the bottom of the 
court and my ftair-cafe* " This," thought If 
** is a great point gained.'* I was more eafy^ 
()leafed, and compofed* 

When I heard the turnkey, or any other per- 
ibn upon the flairs^ I ran to peep under my door, 
from whence I could fee what paffed. A day or 
two after this difcovery, I faw my turnkey with 
a new prifoner. It was in the evening.—— 
I faw him very diftinftly , and underftood clear- 
ly, as he flopped at every jftep to reft himfelf, 
what he faid. ^ " This ftair-cafe is very diffi- 
cult to afcend,** faid he. This miferablo 
wretch was near eighty years of age. The fight 
of an obje£l fo docrepit, and fo wretched,, fome- 
times increafed the painful fenfationsof myown 
fituationj by additional refle£tioas on the mifc- 
ries of his. This poof old creature was very 
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afthmatic, and apparently upon the point of de-^ 
cciving his enemies, by efcaping to iramortality ; 
but defpotifm, hke death, pays no attention 
either to youth or age. Beauty, virtue, merit, 
wifdom, are all objefts of deftruftion, all are 
hurried away by its ii:kfluencey all are engulfed 
in its vorte35. 

The next day, about eleven in the morning, 
this old prifoner wasfummoned to the Salle du 
Gonfeil, whSr.eJie remained ne^r three quarters 
of an houh . As he re-afcended the ftair-cafe, I 
heard him utter, in feeble and piteous accents, 
flopping at every interval, and fetching his breath 
with extreme difficulty : *' A week longer and 
I fhall no more afcend thefe ftaits. It will cer- 
tainly Ihorteii my raiferableexiftence;'* He was 
examined in t^re Salle du Confeil^ by M^ de la 
Crone, and held, during his continuance ia the 
Baftile, fuch violent attacks of his diforder, that 
they were under the neceffity of allowing him 
an invalid to be near him both day and night,— 
During his confinement, the Governor and 
officers vifited him every day. His name, and 
the caufe of his imprifonment, I was once ac- 
quainted with, but it will not, perfiaps, much 
be wondered at, if the multiplicity of my own 

fubfequcnt 
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f^bfequent misfortunes have erafed* it from tHif 
naiemory. 

In th.e month of September, the Commiffary 
Chenon came to my chamber, with a very 
chearful air, and informed me, that the Cardi- 
nal, at leaft, his family, defired. this matter 
might be brought on in the parliament ; 'adding, 
that the Cardinal had four advocates for the 
occafion ; ** but, as the Baron de Preteuil thinks 
that you have no acquaintance with any, here 
are the names of three," faid he, Ihewing me 
the names written at the bottom of a letter, 
and the writing, which I knew to be the Baron 
de Breteuil'S, at once infpired me with con^^- 
4ence and hope. 

The name of the firft was M. Doillot, the 
tWQ others I cannot recollecl, but they were 
gentlemen of confiderable eminence in their 
profeffion. The Commiffary then acquainted 
me, that he would write a circular letter to each 
of them, mentioning the names of all three in 
every letter, and -that it was the defire of the 
Lieutenant of the Police that 1 Ihould alfo write 
to them myfelf. 

E e X On 
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- On the J 3th, at eleven In the morning, M'^ 
Doillot arrived, went to the Police, had an ia< 
terview with M* de Crone, add appealed well 
fatisfied. 

M* Doillot had fcarce departed, when tho 
carriage of the Baron de Breteuil arrived, M, 
de Crone* informed him that M. Doillot had 
been there, and was gone to fee him. I learnt 
that, the' Baron de Breteuil recon«nended me 
ftrongly, Hoftile, as I have before mentioned^ 
to the Cardinal's intereft, he feemed particularly 
to concern himfelf for mine, M. Doillot was 
prefented to me by the Governor, who remained 
about a quarter of an hour, and then departed, 
leaving M. Doillot and mp in conference togcn 
then 

M. Doillot, after having conununicatcd to n» 
the refujt of his , interview with the Baron dc 
Breteuil and M, de Crone, coixcludcd by dc^ 
manding what I had written, 

I communicated to M, Doillot all that I had 
comnwtted to paper. He read fome part of it, 
and appeared at firft ftruck. •* Madame," fai4 
h.e^ *' this is very ferious ! And have; you wrpt^ 

I one 



( 423 > 

/one for the Commiffary Chenon?'* — *^ Oh I 
no."— ^* Madame, you fhould not have givea 
him any thing, M. de Breteuil has good infor- 
mation ; he does not want to be better inftrudted.'* 
He took down his owh remarks, and every thing 
which he had to write the i>ext morning, and 
vifited me duriug the fpace of four days, after 
^hich he went into the country. 

A fortnight cUpfed without feeing M. Doillott 
About the firft. week in Odober he returned, to 
affure me that every thing would be favorably 
arranged, and that all was going on as it fhould 
tCa He feemed to avoid entering into any very 
ininute or particular detail; and, from many 
queftions which I aiked refpeftmg the Cardinal, 
I found he was enraged againft him, and ap- 
peared to load him with reproaches. Upon find- 
ing that I perfifted in my refolution of difcover- 
ing the truth, he was alfo pauch difpleafed with, 
me. ♦• You will abfglutely ruin yourfelf,'* h© 
remarked, '^ You ar^ but a mere worm, ^n•• 
protected by the Quc;eri's fupport ; and, if you 
are fUll fo obftinately inclined towards the Car* 
dinal, what will become of you ? " — 1 wiih to 
\}c informed," replied I, " what will be the 
ifonfequence to the* Cardinal.** " Nothing, no- 
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thing, Madame ; his family will fupport him J 
—But is it poffible that you can forgive him 
fuch an accufation as he has made againft you, 
that you have gone abroad w^ith the necklace ? 
Oh ! no, Madame ! Banifh even the flighteft 
fentimenf in his favor, as baneftil to your inte- 
reft, as productive of your deftrudion, and ad- 
drefs yourfelf to your own prefervation ! You 
ought to drop every recolleftion of him ! From 
the moment that he has fo palpably forgot him- 
felf, he has not merited any kindncfs from 
you, fince he wiflies to make you the viftim!'^ 

M. Doillot particularly enjoined me to be very 
cautious how I mentioned theQueqn. I thought 
withiri myfelf, if it was really true that the 
Cardinal had pofitively accufed me with having 
ftolen the necklace, he was extremely culpable, 
for I could not lay any thing to my own charge. 
—I could not immediately perceive what give 
M. Doillot fo much difturbance. I then con- 
JTsdlured (hat the Cardinal's ruin was planned by 
the Baron de Breteuil ; I knew that the Queen 
had alfo refolved upon his deftruftion, and that 
I was intended to be the inftrument, to gratify 
the malice of the one, and the revenge of the 
other. I wiOied not to be fubfervient to fuch 
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jmrpofes, and I conceived that the charge which 
they fuggefted the Cardinal had made againft 
ttie, w?is intended to exalperate me to purfue 
him to deftrudion. 
* 
While M. Doillot remained with me, I heard 
a knocking below, and took that opportunity to 
rcprefent to him, that if it was really true that 
the Cardinal had accufed me, he would not con- 
verfe with ine fo fociably as he did at that mo- 
ment. I then explained to him the meaning of 
the knocking underneath, which I anfwered. 
He liftened. attentively. ^^ Very true!" faid 
M. Doillot ; ** but let. us proceed further in this 
dumb converfation. A(k him his name ! "—I 
gave the number^of knocks requifite for the 
queftion, according to the key to our correfpon- 
dence, which I do not now exadly remember, 
though the plan was perfeAly firaple, confifting 
only of nineteen letters of the alphabet. 

After paufing fome time, I was greatly fur- 
prized to find this perfon, whom I fulpeded 
to be the Cardinal, was the Marquis de 
Pelport, a relation of my family, with whofe 
relations, though I was particularly intimate, 
yet I had not feen him above once or twice at 

Verfailles* 
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Vcrfeaics. It was then that I beBeyed thcCir- 
li&ml was guilty of the charge which I was 
given to un^crftand he had exhibited againft 
n»e. 

M. Dorllot was very well pleafed with this 
difcovery of my miftake, hopiag that I ihould 
not now betray the fecrets of the Queen, and 
that J ihould be pointedly inimical againf): the 
CardinaL M. Doillot then left me, perfeAly 
fittislied with my behaviour, and returned no 
more till towards the latter end of November. 
At this viiit he was very commnnicative^ and 
fyckc with great confidence on my fuccefs.— 
The fourth of November he prepared a memoir 
for the infpe6:ion of the public, intituled. Me- 
Mtoir qfjean de Saint R^rny (k Falm^ Countefs de 
h M^tte^ agatnji the Cardinal de Rehan^ ]VL 
Ikxillot came that fame day this memoir wa^ 
publiflied, at eleven in the morning, and 
brought me one for my own perufal, at the 
iame time appriziiag me that he had fent (event 
teen to the Baron de Breteuil, and had three 
hundred more ready for difperfion^^ 

After communicating thi$ intelligence^ M. 
JDoilldt took his l^ve, to give me ^ opportunity 
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^f i^crufing my memoir ; promifing, at the fame 
time, that he would refura about fix or feven ift 
the evening, it is impoffible for me to. exprefg 
how much I was ftruck on dipping into this 
memoir. ^^ Oh !'• exclaimed I to myfelf, " I 
iam ruined if I do not difcover the truth !'* 
I proceeded to examine the whole piece, in the 
perufal of wjiich I was frequently interrupted 
by my tears. As foon as I had finifhed, I ^ait'^ 
ed impatiently the arrival of the two other ad* 
vocates, whom the Baron de Breteuil had ap« 
pointed to exert themfelves in my defence jointly 
with M.'Doillot. 

When M. Doillot returned in the evening, I 
made very bitter complaints of the contents of 
the memoir, which appeared at ondb fo compli- 
cated and improbable, that they were fcarco 
entitled to credibility. I could not fuppofe the 
Cardinal would have been guilty of fuch tn^zn" 
ntfs. Ms Doillot affured me, that I ought not 
to commit an affair of fo much importance to 
other advocates; obferving, that there Q(yuld 
lieither be -that fecrecy nor unaninxity among 
three perfbns, fo neceflary for proceeding ef- 
fectually, and that my defence would be much 
l^etter managed by one. He engaged me to 
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compofe myfelf ; and, to induce me to be calm^ 
he afFefted to be countenanced by the Queen. 
I have fome reafon to fufpeft that he was cer- 
tainly authorifed to raife my fpirit$, by encou- 
ragement, and to put words into my mouth. 

M. Doillot, well verfed in the arts of his pro- 
feflion, knew how to perfuade : but, perhaps, 
at that period, he might be himfelf miftaken ; 
perhaps he might have been too credulous, for 
M. Doillot ha^ eftabliflied reputation, and has 
ever beei> held in the public eftimation as ^ 
perfon of unfliaken integrity, and I could- nev^r 
force myfelf to fuppofe, that a man near feventy 
years of age could be guilty of deceit. I chofe to 
believe him what he always appeared, rejefting 
the infinuatibns of many perfons, which were, 
probably, to fcrve their own private purpofes, 
that he was connected with the partizans of tho 
Queen to facrifice me. To thefe reports I gave 
no credit.. If they were really founded, may 
God forgive him ! It was no trifling gratifica-** 
V tion to the vanity of M. Doillot that thefe me- 
moirs triade a noife throughout air Paris ^ and 
created fuch difttirbances, that he was obliged to 
have the Gue at his houfe, during the time of 
their diftribmion. To give an idea how ftrongly 

the 



t 42^ ) 

the curiofity of the public was excited in this 
bufinefs, it is neceffafy to mention that there 
were not lefs than a thoufand diftributed in the 
courfe of a week, and five thoufand niore. Ibid 
by the printers^ for their own benefit*—" 
It is a dircumftance very remarkable, that there 
was nothing in the ftyle of language of thefe 
memoirs that could produce fo rapid a diftribu- 
tion, which muft be attributed folely to the cu^ 
rioiity of the public. M. Doillot did not receive 
lefs than three thoufand written applications for 
thefe pamphlets, a great number of which he 
brought to (hew me.. This refpe<ftable gentle- 
man was, however, frequently in danger of be- 
ing- affaffinated, as there were often at his houfe 
perfons of his acquaintance, who, aft^r having 
fome difcourfe with others who were difguiled, 
advifed him to take care of himfelf, as he . 
expofed himfelf to great dangpr, froJto having 
undertaken to plead my caufe againft the family 
of the Cardinal. From thence proceeded many 
conjedtures, and rumors fpread by the partizans 
of the houfe of Rohan, that he had certainly- 
received money from the Queen, or, at leaft, 
that he had great expeftatidns for being fo 
zealous. •Several anonymous letters were fent 

to 
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read, tending to intimidate him. One da/ per« 
fons in difguife informed him that he was a6ting 
contrary to .the wiflies of the Quecn^ in itttder- 
talking my defence, but M. Doillot wad much 
better informed than to be the dupe of fuch 
trtifice as this ; and, notwithftaiKling every 
attempt to intimidate, proceeded in defending 
my caufe. It was, indeed, not very difficult to 
fathom thefe anonymous letters, Co know the 
intent of the perfons in difguife, nor the quar-« 
ter from whence thefe efforts proceeded— 
M. Doillot came, of his own accord, to vifit me 
every day towards the end of November, and 
kindly endeavored to reafon down my fears, to 
infpire me with confidence, and to recal my 
wonted gaiety. I found that I was unjuflly 
nccufed* I fcrutinized my inmofl thoughts, 
Ivhich told me I was innocent, while reafon 
feemed to afiure me that .innocence and peace 
were generally companions, and in whatever 
happy bofom they condefcended to make their 
a[bode, the gloom of defpondency could not 
enter, and the chains of captivity would not be 
fdt. Hail, ye bright emanations from Heaven ! 
ccleftial fupporters of virtue I Suftaincd by you, 

the 
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the expancling foul burfts forth, wanders attargtjr 
beyond the puny efforts of tyranny to coafittc^ 
derides oppreilion, and difdains the chain« 

The horrors of my fituation began now ra-» 
pidly to decreafe. I fung, as though I had beea 
at large in my own houfe, fubflituting this 
Urnple amufement to fupply the want ci am^ 
verfation with the lyiarquis de Pelp<»t. lot 
this manfionofthe Baftile frequently did Icoa*- 
rerfe with M« Doillot upon the Ueiiings of the 
£ngU(h nation. How miKh did I tnvy the 
liberty of the' inhabitants o£ that happy country^ 
where I can riow fpcak the truth without danger 
«f being.molefted ! How much does the refiec* 
tiou comfort my hearty that I am now in a 
kingdom whofe equal laws prote<3: the we^ firom. 
thfe oppreffion of the powerful, where the pea- 
iant can have redrefs againft the injuries of thd 
peer, where the accufed is not condemned un« 
htard, and where he can meet his accufers faa» 
to face, and their allegations are weighed in the 
impartial balance of juflice« 

I have before faid that I had again aflumedm/ 
wonted gaiety* Alas ! there was a fliock which 
i conceived far diilant, and which I thought I 
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fllould not fo fuddenly have received ; a (hock 
which was above every other, more difficult to 
fuftain. — Misfortune feldom come alone I the 
hiftory of human nature proves it in almoft 
every page. 

Being poffelTed of my brother's letter of at- 
torney, to whom I had fent frequent remit- 
tances, but through negligence had not for fome 
time received thefe payments from the Trea- 
fury, three or four years penfion became due 
about this period, when, wilhing to make fome 
little payments, I authorized my advocate to re* 
ceive fome money for me at the Royal Treafury. 
M. Minguet, my notary, perfedlly confiding in 
the fecurity of my brother's brevet, brought it 
me himfelf. One morning, a little out of hu- 
mour with M. Doillot, who was continually 
ringing in my ears demands for money, I could 
not help reprimanding him, for negle£ting to 
receive it at the Treafury, as I had defired. 
He pleaded multiplicity of bufinefs in extenua- 
tion of this omiffion. This anfwer appeared 
very fjngular, and I could fcarce believe him 
ferious. " Monfieur Doillot,** faid I, obferving 
him with an eye of eager attention, and a coun- 
tenance 
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tenance of difguifcd fufpence, ** and is my bro- 
ther dead?'* He faid, " No;" but fo myfte- 
rioufly, that it alarmed^ my apprehenfions. I 
detennitied, if poffible, to know the worft, and 
the better to engage M. Doillot to difcover the 
truth, I aiRmied the appearance of calmntfs and 
refignation, fpoke of the mortality of human 
nature, telling him, whatever might be my 
fate, I would fubmit with patient refignation tq^ 
the afflidling difpenfations of an unerring Provi- 
dence. *' I wUl," continued I, " fumihon up 
all my refolution, to fuftain thofe misfortunes 
which I cannot avoid." 

M. Doillot, believing me tolerably reconciled, 
at length informed me that my brother was 
dead. ** He died," continued he, ** at Salam, 
in the Eaft Indies, where he was buried previous 
to the failing of his frigate." 

The Marihal de Caftries, whom I had feen 
in the month of July, informed me of his fafe 
arrival, but could not exactly aicertain the time. 
—This was the crifis whcii I thought I fhould 
have had .the firmnefs to ftifle iit refignation the 
rifing throb of feverc diftreft ; this was the mo^ 
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ment wbeii I fancied myfcUf fteelcd with forti* 
tude«^ 

If I have fbrmerfy been reproved for too 
much fenfibility, and nerves too finely ftrung 
to bear even the flighteft accent . of reproof^ 
piifturc to yo^xrrfelves^ ye. fools of fympatby, if 
it is irt idle pow^ of imagination to conceive, 
without the melancholy experience b{ the ev^nt, 
what was the ftate of my diftraded mind, whei> 
M. Doillot informed me of my brother^s death* 
This was a moft afflifting ftroke. My father, 
fifter, mother, all dropped off; my &rothw was 
my only friend, the prop of my declining; 
hopes, the ornament, the defender of his coun- 
try ; but, perhaps, he was prematurely called 
up to heaven, in an adl of mercy,, that he might 
not partake* the infults offered to his family^ 
that he might not be. a witnefs ta the injuiiies 
heaped upon his mifesable fifter^ 

I ftrove, as much as poffiBle, to conceal my 
emotions before M. Doillot, left, at fome future 
time, he might conceal from me circunfiftance^ 
with which I ought' to be acquainted, in com- 
paffion to my fenfibility ; yet did I find it vci^y 
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difficult to fupprcfs thofe fenfations which ap- 
peared ftrongly, even in my efforts to vanquilh, 
fend to which I fo anxioiifly wifhed to give 
vent* 

As fooii asM. t)oillct quitted ttie, t fertiained 
in a very penfive fituation, combating a mul- 
titude of the mofl: gloomy ideas, which pf efented 
themfelves in quick and painful fucceflioil. The 
death of my brother weighed down my heart ; 
I walked haftily aCrofs my chamber, making 
every effort to drive from my thoughts ideas fo 
exquifitely diftreffing. *^ Is he then dead ? *^ 
faid I to myfelf. ** And will he never return ? 
Alas! no!— Well then, let me be refolute; 
let me fummon up all my refolution, and I have 
need of much to bear up againfl the power of 
my accufers, left the grief of my heart (hould 
deprive me of the ability of making my defenee, 
and my enemies Ihould triumph in that ftupi- 
dity of grief, which, by preventing me from 
fubftantiating my innocence, will exaggerate 
my fuppofed criminality. This thought roufed 
me. I conceived myfelf to be more tranquil, 
and ftrove to diffipate my troubled thoughts by 
writing ; when the Marquis de Pelport gave a 
knock, which commenced a con ver fat ion, to 
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which I anfwered, and communicated my grief. 
He was forry that M. Doillot had difclofed the 
circumftance, and aflured me that he was ac- 
quainted with it fome time ago, but that he 
highly difapprovied of the conduQ: of M, Doillot, 
in not concealing it from me. 

I laid myfelf down about eleven o'clock, as I 
thought fufficiently calm ; but about three or 
four in the morning I was feized with a violent 
convulfion, and, in the ravings of delirium, 
overfet a large table, which was ftanding by my 
bed-fide, with all its contents. The noife 
alarmed the Marquis de Pelport, who knocked 
violently to know what was the matter. This 
knocking awakened the turnkey, who ran di- 
rectly to his room. , The Marquis commu- 
nicated what he had heard above, upon which 
the turnkey came up, and on opening the-door, 
and feeing my fituation, ran away, terrified al- 
moft out of his fenfes, and called one of the 
invalids, whom he difpatched inftantly to -wake 
the Surgeon, and the King's Lieutenant, who, 
upon their arrival, found me replaced in my 
bed, trembling under the agitation of a violent 
convulfion, which going, off, the tears rolled 
down my cheeks bx great' abundance. ** Oh, 
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my dear brother ! " cxclaipied I. ^^ O pillar 
of my hopes ! and art thou indeed dead ? And 
(hall thy afFeftionate fitter behoM thee no 
more ?'V— After thefe words, intermixed with 
tears and heavy fobs, the Surgepn gave me fome 
anodyne medicine, which tended a little to af-^ 
fuage the agitation of my mind, and fo com-^ 
jpofedme that I fell into $i flunaber. The turnkey 
and an invalid remained with me, whom I was 
not a little furprized at feeing in my chamber 
when I awoke, which was about feven in the 
xnorning. They told me every thing that pafled 
during the night, of which I had^ if any, but 
a very imperfe£l rccolledipn* 

.About ten the Surgeon, attended by the Go- 
vernor and the other officers, came to pay me a 
vifit. I fuftained their preferice very well, and 
liftened to every thing that they had to lay to 
me, without finding myfelf much affiefted; 
but I was fo much fatigued and bruifed, from 
having beat myfelf fo violently, that I was in- 
capable of . raifing myfelf in my bed. They 
~ bled me twice, which in fome meafure alleviated 
the violence of my diforder ; but I have at this 
day pains in my head, which derived their com- 
mencement from this fevere afFe£l;ion. 
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Since this Attack, I yoa gfowii familiar with 
refledions on deaths I hare.qontempjatcd upo^ 
it fo often, that it appears to me only dreadful 
at a diftance ; every day of its. apprpach, it lofe? 
it§ horrors. I have reafoi>ed n>yfelf into that 
firmnef§, that I ftand on the precipice of diffo- 
lution ; I look up, and my eyes do not ach ; I 
look down^ and my heart does not tremble. -•- 
I have read authors, M^hp affert that courage is, 
iii men, the charaileriftic of the ra^Ie fex ; they 
have expatiated on this virtue, as charaQieriftic 
of magnanimity ; I have conceived it a defirable 
qualification^ v^hich, though a femali^, I have 
endeavored to attain. That brother, whofe 
death I fo deeply mourne4t polfeffed it emi- 
nently'; ^rid that Courage wMch he manifefted 
-in the hour of- danger, I wifhed might be alfq 
inherent in pae- Since this lera, I made it my 
corf ftant ftudy to acquire fufficient intrepidity tq 
cncountei:, arjd refolution enough to fuftain, all 
thofe miferies to which human nature is fub- 
je£t, of w^hich morp than ^ gpn^rnon {l|ar? has 
ifallep to n>y hu 

Three or four days after my iHnefs, M. Doillot 
arrived. He found me up, and apparently in 
pinch better fpirits than he expe(3:ed. He had 
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andeed T^ecn reproved bj .the Goyernor, for his^ 

jiiidifcretion in making that cdmmunicatiou 

which ' had fo deeply afFeded me ; but he was 

:pleafed at finding me in fuch fpirits. It is in- 

<lced tru^ that thefe fpirks were forcedi, ab^ 

fthat I afFedled to be more chearfui than I really 

was, to -make M. Doilldt njore cafy, and lefs 

japjprehenfive of a repetition of thofe repr6hea- 

iions fron;i the Governor, ^hichr he had befoi^ 

^received, for what they conceived his imprudent 

communication. .He then informed tfie, that 

fi&ar and compunction for what he 1^<1 done, and 

the aprprehen.fianof becon^ng the c*)je£t of pub'^ 

Kccenfurq, frcwn his conduft being fubmitted^ 

through the medium of my memoir., to publip 

infpeftion, had f6 afFe£ted the Cpmraiffaf y Che- 

ynon, that he was at that timp at Charenton, at 

the houfe of Les Peres de la Charlie (a private 

anadrhoufe),. Although not naturally vindic-* 

*ive, I was nevei!thdcfs not very uneafy to learn 

this news, which gave me a greater degree of 

^efblution to hear the rcfl;. 

I fufpend, for an inftant, the narrative of my 
enore immecjiate concerns, to fay a few words 
refpefling my lifter, who was no fooner ap- 
prized, by public report, of .my confinernent in 

Ff4 the 



( 440 ) 

the Baftilc, than (he immediately went, in the 
greateft .anxiety, in queft of the Baron de Bre^ 
teuil, whom (he had formerly, at the hotel dc 
Bpulainvilliers, pcrfuaded herfelf was warmly 
say friend. 

The Baron de Breteuil was not a little fur- 
prifed at. feeing my fiftcr, which was at the 
Louvre, one day, when there was a public au- 
dience, as he could not forefee the reafbn of her 
vifit. She very prudently only defired to fpeak 
twQ words to him: ** I am Mademoifelle dc 
Valois,*' 4id (he, in a very low whifpcr, in the 
prefence of M» de Chaufpiere, an advocate. 
*^ I am very f9rry, Madame ; but, really I can do 
nothing for hen You ihould apply to Monf. 
the Count de Vergennes. I wi(h to avoid, as 
much as poflible, that the family of Rohan 
ihould have it in their power to fay, that I am the 
enemy of the Cardinal, or the friend of your 
iifter; otherwife, I am fufficiently difpofed* 
Apply to the Count de Vergennes— ^it is he 
who has the fole management of this affair.'* 

My (ifter, di(heartened by this reception, 
ihed tears and departed, determined to take the 
carlieil opportunity of making application to the 

•^pount 
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Cotint de Vergennes. She wrote to him at 
Verfailles, but received no anfwer. . She deter- 
mined to go herfplf on the next day of puSlic- 
audience. She approached the Minifter, an<^ 
made her requeft. ^> Madam/' repHed. h^^, 
^' yoiiT fifter is peculiarly fortunate. Nothing 
at all will be wanting— her affairs are in very^ 
good hands.*' ** Sir," replied my fifter, " the 
Cardinal is allowed to fee all his family and his 
friends : my fifter has no relation but me— I 
intreat you then to grant me permiffion to vifit 
her. M. de Launay, Governor of the Baftile, 
whom I have waited upon, in expeftation of 
feeing- my fifter, has informed me, ;thathchasno 
power without an order from the Minifter." 
*/ 'Tis very true, Madam," rephcd the Count 
de Vergennes ; ** but, Madam, I am forry that 
I can do nothing myfelf. Have you no friend 
near the King who has fufficient influence to 
procure this indulgence from his Majefty ? for it 
is the King himfelf who has granted this per- 
miffion to the Cardinal's family and his friends 
to vifit him.'* From this anfwer my poor fifter, 
perplexed in the extreme at being thus difap- 
pointed, went to feek M. Doillot, to whom ihe 
related the difficulties fhe had met with, and her 
defpair of removing them ; but, fince flie could 

not 



( 44» > 

fiot obtain permiflion to vifit me in the Baflac, 
ihe requeftcd his opinion whether he thought it 
prafticable to fee me upon the tower ? MonC 
Doillot anfwered in the affirmative!. In coufe- 
quence of this my fifter determined to fee me in 
the beft manner ihe could, and to ftation herfelf 
on one of jthp higheft eminences of the Boule- 
v;gird$. 

M. Dofllot came the preceding day to inform 
me of the day and the hour. The next day at 
one was th# time appointed. I conimunicatec} 
to the King^s new Lieutenant, du Puget^ 
that I had made choice of that hour for my 
walk upon the towers, well knowing that all the 
officers would, at that hour, be engaged in bufi-* 
nefs. I, therefore, walked about, only accom- 
panied by an invalid, in whom the Governor 
placed great confidence. I had fcarce taken a 
turn upon the tower, when i perceived my 
fifter, accompanied by two gentlemen and a 
Jady ; one was the Vifcount de Barrafs, nephew 
of the Count de Barrafs, a particular friend of 
my.brother*s, on account of whofefriendfhip the 
Vifcount paid his addrefles to my lifter, and 
would, probably, have married her, had not 
my difafter prevented the nuptials ; the others 

'>vere 
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threre the Abbe de Paff, and a lady.—- «-*•»• 
Xhefe friends waved their handkerchiefs, a$ 
a fignal, which I pbferying did the lame^. 
J>ut'wiithout flopping, and waving my handa^ 
kerchief behind the inyaUd, to prevent his 
perceiving me, who either did not, or feigne4 
not to fee me, left \\c (hould be feverely repri?* 
manded : it was alfo contrary to the ordinances 
of the Baftile to ftop near the parapet, except iri 
the prefence of the Governor and the other 
officers ; but in the little cabinet, oppofite the 
coflSbe-houfe which formed thg angle of tho 
Boulevard, every prifoner may, if he prefers 
reft to walking, continue all the time allowed 
him for-recreation. . I, however, employed my^ 
whole hour in walking, and a quarter of an 
hour more to reft in this cabinet, to fend a kifs 
to my iifter, and falute her company, which 
when I had done, I immediately retired, with- 
out the leaft agitation, pleafed with having feen 
my lifter. The pleafure I experienced in hav- 
ing feen her was quite fufficient— I was already 
a philofopher: but it was different with her, 
who, the moment after I difappeared, was fud- 
jdenly taken ill in the middle of the Boulevards, 
and conducted by the company and many of the 
fpedators, who kindly interefted themfeU es in 

her 
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hcrdiftrefs, to the cofFcc*houfc, to procure hef 
ibme afliflance. 

This incident, which foon became public, at 
kngth reached the ears of the Governor de 
Launay, who ftriftly queftioncd my conductor, 
but he anfwered very fatisfaftorily, that he had 
Icen nothing, that he had perceived nothing of 
the kind, and the Governor faid nothing .more 
about it. M. Doillot informed me, at the next 
vifit, that my fitter was fomethifig better, but 
that fhe would never be tempted again to fee.me 
in that manner. The dear creature, as M. 
Doillot informed me, was a fpedlacle of grief 
fince my imprifbnment, £0 changed as fcarcely 
to be known, and but too much reafbn ihe had 
to tremble for my fate. She judged, that from 
icveral circumftances, the favor Ihewn to the 
Cardinal, nn the permifiion granted to his friends 
to vifit, from that privilege being denied to her, 
from the neutrality of the Baron de Breteuil, 
from all thefe reafctas combined ihe judged, and 
with truth, which weight would incline the 
balance. She had fufficient prefentiment of the 
^vent from having been refufed by the Minifter 
admiffion to fee me, when ihe knew that all 

Paris 
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!Paris rung with the number of vifitors which^ 
tHe Cardinal received in prifon, while I, unfor- 
tunate, friendlefs, and unprotected, denied evea 
the privilege of feeing my own fitter, doomed 
to pine in folitary filence, and to read the hor- 
^rors of the future, in the page of my prefent 
mifery^ Eafy may it be imagined what little 
comfort a perfon in fuch a fituation, fufpeded 
of a crime, the very idea of which njtakes her 
ftart with horror, could have had when left tf 
herfelf, in folitary bondage. Such a fituatioa 
might weigh down even the fuperior fortitude 
of the other fex. I fliould have been depreffed 
even to the grave, had I been really guilty of the 
crime laid to my charge, but the fuUeft convic- 
tion of my integrity, and a confidence in His 
arm who defends the innocent and fuccours the 
oppreflcd, alone fuftained me, amidft the prefent 
and the melancholy anticipation of future mife- 
ries, while a chearful acquicicence to the will of 
Heaven illumined my countenance with a fmile, 
even in the devouring j4ws of the Baftile, 

There were moments when I thought every 
thing would terminate fuccefsfuUy , and, thro' 
the medium of hope, the future appeared a 
pleafing profped.*— *• The Cardinal," faid I to 

my felf, 
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ttiyfclf, *^ from the influence of his family-^ 
will be fbon fet at liberty, and I (hall owe my 
deliverance to her Majefty's generofity, whey 
will fufpend all further procefs/* Thus calmly 
did I fometimes reafon on what was reputed to 
be our common crime. At fome moments I 
had fuch a flow of fpirits, that I frequently 
amufed myfelf with finging a number of fongs, 
as they fucceeded in my mind, blending them 
HI together, without any attention to regularity^ 
Many of the invalids, who heard me, reported 
to the Governor, that a lady in the third Comp- 
tee fung at leail fixty different fbngs and airs 
every day, and that (he got up to the window, 
where they (aw her very plainly. 

The Governor, upon this intelligence, or- 
dered them to come and liften to what I fung ; 
he alfo ftationed another pcr(bn to liften attea^ 
tively to the words of my fongs* I \<ras aware 
of my fpy, though he (poke very low. I re- 
doubled my efforts, and fung this paflTage from 
Richard Cceur de Lion :-— " Oh, Richard! oh, 
mon Roi!" (inftead of the name Richard, fub- 
ftituting that of Valois) •* by all the world for- 
fookr* — I took occafion, in the courfe of my 
fon^, to introduce the name of the Qovemor, 

and 
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Sn<J finifhed with a loud laugh. The poof Mar^* 
quis de Pelport, who faw our fpy, dared not 
utter a word ; but I, not at all alarmed at the 
Ipy, nor having the leaft fear of the Governor, 
continued my fong* 

At eight the fame evening the Governor came 
to fee me* *^ Oh, oh!"* faid I to him gaily^ 
*' you are very obliging to make me a vifit. 
You wifliy then, to gain the good- will of the 
prifoners, by coming to fee them ? **— He 
fmiled. " But you are a finger," laid he : " I 
am very forry to have interrupted you l" And 
this Governor, fo very rigid and auftere, wha 
had prohibited finging m the Baftile, intreated 
me to do him the favor to fing a fong. I at firft 
hefitated, but after fome little confideration be- 
gan to fing ; and, that I might be heard through- 
out the Bafl:ile, I fung a brilk tune. As foon 
as I, had finifhed, ^^ Very well, Mr, Governor!'* 
faid I rally ingly, " you have not behaved with 
the'greateft confiftency, in fending my turnkey, 
St, Jean, to defire me not to fing, for that it i& 
contrary to the rules of the Baftile, when I can-^ 
abfolutely fay that I have, authorityto Ungy eve» 
from the Governor himfelf ! '' I then informed 
him what I had heard, calling him a fpy.-— 
I Thoueh 
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Though this was all fpoke in a jocular manner, 
he made no. reply, which indeed I did not re- 
gret ; for, underneath this difguife of exterior 
afiability, there was much latent falfehood, of 
>iFhich I had but too much rcafon to complain. 

From this epocha, he has fulfilled the • mea- 
fure of his malevolence againft me ; but this I 
ceale to mention, otherwife I could not only 
ftate the times, but the occafions. This fame 
perfbn vifited me every evening, and paffed an 
hour or two with me, which was conftantly oc- 
cupied in trifling chit-chat ; for it is not a little 
lingular, that, during the fix months I was in 
the Baftile, neither the Governor, nor any other 
perfbn, ever faid a word relative to my affairs, 
nor ever fpoke of the Cardinal, except once, 
when he mentioned that he walked every day 
in his garden, about eleven at noon, and that 
he pafied upon his round under my window, 
accpmpanied by the Prince de Montbaffon and 
his brother.—'^ They flopped, direftly oppo'fite 
to your tower," faid he, " on hearing you fing ; 
in confequence of which I beg that you will not 
iing at that time again." I promifed to obey 
this injunftion, though .my curiofity was flrongly 
excited by the manner in which I faw the Car- 
dinal 
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dinal, who cpnftantly fixed his eyes on ihc 
Avindow of my prifon, and appeared anxious td 
fee me ; he alfo (poke in an elevated tone of 
voice, with a view doubtlefs that I might 
clearly underftand him. 

A few days fubfequent to this interview with 
the Governor, the Lieutenant came to txiy 
apartment, and conduced me to the fame' hall 
where I had been firft examined. — ^I cannot fajr 
I felt myfelf much agitated on this examina- 
tioit, which might be deemed a private oht 
compared to thofe which foUdWed. On my 
arrival I received the decrets from the hands 
of two Greffiers, one of whom named M. Fre- 
tayn, I fhall have occafion frequently to men- 
tion, as a perfon ftrongly prejudiced in favgur 
of the Cardinal— and though niy raofi: inveterate 
enemy, yet affuming that fpecious difguife df 
af^bility and concern for my intereft, which 
made him more dangerous is haviilg greater 
power to deceive.-^The' bufinefs being finilJied, 
and the decrets delivered, aft6r a few compli- 
mentary expreffions, I wds again conduced to 
my apartment, and fecured within thofe mafly 
bars, the dreadful emblems of tyranny and op- 
preffioh; 

Vol I. G g I was 
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r was here indeed fhut up from alt commtl** 
nication with the world— denied the privilcgp 
even of fpeaking to my fifter, and iny fifter-iu- 
law confined in the Baftille fix months for .only 
attempting to fee me — to what could I have 
recourfe for amufement to an imagination na- 
turally a<aivc and energetic, — qualities, alas! 
fatal to its own repofe.-— I fometimes had re- 
courfe to the ingenious expedient which necef- 
fity had taught me, of holding converfation 
with the Marquis de Pelport — devoted ix>mc 
hours to contemplation, and the remaining time 
was occupied in addrefling fervent fupplications 
to that heavenly throne, which yet regards the 
cries an earthly tribunal thought proper to fe- 

.jea. 

The lofs of my brother, joined to my own 
unhappy fituation, had weaned me from every 
hope of happinefs on earth — my attachment for 
worldly comforts being deftroyed, the native 
energy of my mind fought to fix itfelf on that 
rock, where it could view the ftorms of op- 
prelfion howl unheeded beneath— But, alas! 
fuch is the frailty of human nature, fuch was 
fometimes my defpondency, that notwithftand- 
ing my reliance on the Omnipotent Being 

whofe 
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whofc power is over all, I blulhto confefs, that 
there were moments when my heart failed me, 
*' when my foul was exceeding forrowful even 
unto death"— there were moments when, to 
ufe the exprcffion of the Pfalmift, ** I com • 
muned with myfelf and was filent." 
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